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Numb. 71. Tuesday, November 20, i75o» 

Fivere quod pr9per§ paupoTf nee ittutslis annU 
Da veniamf froferat vhcre nemofatu. Mart* 

TruCy {vCf to li^c I haftc, your pardon give* 

For tell me, who makes hafte enough to live? F. Lewi^* 

MANY words and fentences are fo frequently 
beard in the mouths of men, that a fu;- 
perficial obferver is inclined to believe, that 
they muft contain fome primary principle, fome 
great rule of aftion which it is proper always to 
have prefent to the attention^ and by which the ufe 
of every hour is to be adjufted. Yet, if we confider 
the condu^ of thofe fententious philofophers, it will 
often be found, that .they repeat thefe aphorifms, 
jmerely becaufe they have fomewhere heard them, 
becaufe they have nothing elfe to fay, or becaufe 
they think veneration gained by fuch appearances of 
wifdom, but that no ideas are annexed to the words. 
Vol. V. B and 
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andJLbat^ Mcording to the old blunder of the fol- 
lowers of Ariftotle^ their fouls are mere pipes or 
organs, which tranfmit founds, but do not under- 
ftand them. 

Of this kind is the well-known and well-attefted 
pofition, that life isjhort^ which may he heard among 
mankind by an attentive auditor, many times a day, 
but which never yet within my reach of obfervation 
left any impreffion upon the mind ; and perhaps, if 
my readers will turn their thoughts back upon their 
old friends, they will find it difficult to call a fingle 
man to remembrance, who appeared to know that 
life was fhort till he was about to lofe it. 

It is obfervable that Horace^ in his account of the 
charafters of men, as they are diverfified by the va- 
rious influence of time, remarks, that the old man 
is dilator^ fpe longus^ given to procraftination, and in- 
clined to extend his hopes to a great diflance. So 
far are we generally from thinking what we often fay 
of the fliortnefs of life, that at the time when it is 
neceffarily (hortefl:, we form projefts which we delay 
to execute, indulge fuch expectations as nothing but 
a long train of events can gratify, and fuffer thofe 
paffions to gain upon us, which are only excufable 
in the prime of Hfe. 

Thefe refleflions were lately excited in my mind, 
by an evening's converfation with my friend Pro* 
fpero^ who, at the age of fifty-five, has bought an 
eflate, and is now contriving to difpofe and cultivate 
it with uncommon elegance. His great pleafure is 
to walk among ftately trees, and lie mufing in the 
iieat of noon under their fliade; he is therefore 
TO^turely coAfidering how he fliall difpofe his walks 

• and 
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and his groves, and has at laft determmed to lend 
for the beft plans from Italy ^ and forbear planting 
till the next feafon. 

Thus is life trifled away in preparations to do 
what never can be done, if it be left unattempted 
till all the requifites which imagination can fugged 
are gathered together. Where our defign termi- 
nates only in our own fatisfadion, the miftake is of 
no great importance ; for the pleafure of expefting 
enjoyment is often greater than that of obtain- 
ing it, and the completion of almoft every wifli is 
found a difappointment ; but when many others are 
xnterefted in an undertaking, when any defign is 
formed, in which the improvement or fecurity of 
mankind is involved, nothing is more unworthy 
either of wifdom or benevolence, than to delay it 
from time to time, or to forget how much every day 
that pafTes over us takes away from our power, and 
how foon an idle purpofe to do an a£^ion, finks into 
a mournful wilh that it had once been done. 

We are frequently importuned, by the bacchanal 
lian writers, to lay hold on the prefent hour, to catch 
the pleafures within our reachj and remember that 
futurity is not at our command. 

Zmm {ufwu^u ftiwy «tAAa /9iTo». 

Soon fades the rofc^ once paft the fragrant hour. 
The loiterer fiads a bramble for a flow*r. 

But furely thefe exhc^tations may, with equal 

. propriety, be applied to better, purpofes ; it may be 

at leaft inculcated that pleafures are more (kfely 

B 2 poftponed 
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r pciftpdnfed- than virtde,* aid ihat. greater/ lofs is 

'fiiffei^cd by'mifling.an .opportinity ' of doing good, 

than an hour of giddy frolick attd aoify merri- 

( inent. ; ' 

• When Baxter hsid loft a thoufand pounds, which 

. he had Jaid up for the eteftion of a fchool, he cfed 

-frequently to mention the uiisfortmie . a^ an incite- . 

. ment to be charitable while Gqd ^ives ^he power 

. of beftowing, and confi^ered hiinfelf as culpable in 

. fome degree for haviijig left a good aSion in the 
hand? of chance, and fuffered his benevolence to be 
defeated for want^of quicjcnefs and diligence. 

■ ; It is lamented by ^/fer^/i^, the learned antiquary 
of Oi^/^rdy that this general forget^iiincfs of the fra- 

^.gility, o£ life, has reoiiarl^^bly .infected the ftudents 
of- moniunents and records;; as their employment 

. confifts firft in collecling, and. afterwards in arrang- 
ing or abftrafting what libraries afford them, they 

.ought to amafs no more than they. can digeft; bul 
when they have undertaken a work, they go on 
Searching and tranfcribing, call for new fupplies, 
when ;hey are already . overburthened, and at laft 

.leave their work unfiniflied. It is^ fays he, the 
bufinefs of a good antiquary^ as of a good man, to have 
mortality always before him. . 

Thus, not only in the flumber of floth, but in the 
diflipation . of ill-direfted induftry, is the fliort- 
nefs of life generally forgotten. As fome men lofe 
their hours in la;;inefs, becaufe they fuppofe, that 
there is time enough for the reparation of negleft ; 
others bufy themfelves in providing that no length 
of life may want employment i and it often hap« 

pens. 
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pens, that fluggiflmefs and aftivity are/eqaaHy fur* ' 
prifed by the lad fummons, and peri(h not more . 
differently from each other^ than the. fowl that re- 
ceived the (hot in her flight, from her that is killed 
upon the bu(h. 

Among the many improvements made by the laft 
centuries in human knowledge, may be numbered 
the exafl calculations of the value of life; but wbat^ 
ever HKiy be their ufe in traffick, they feem very little ' 
to have advanced morality. They have hitherto- been 
rather applied, to the acquifition of money, than of. 
wifdom; the computer refers none of his caiculatbns . 
to his own tenure, but perflfts, in contempt of pro- 
bability, to foretel old age to himCelf, and believes 
that he is marked out to reach the utmoft verge of 
human exigence, and fee thoufands and ten thou- 
fands fall into the grave. 

So deeply is this fallacy rooted m the heart, and ! 
fo ftrongly guarded by hope and fear agaiuft the ap- 
proach of reafon« that uetlber fcience nor experience 
can fliake it, and we adl as if life were without end, 
though we fee and confefs its uncertainty and -fliort- 
nefs. 

Divines have, with great ftrength and ardour, 
fhewn the abfurdity of delaying reformation and 
repentance; a degree of folly indeed, which fets 
eternity to hazard. It is the fame weaknefs, in pro- 
portion to the importance of the 'negleft» to franf- 
fer any car^, which now clain\s our attention, ;to a 
future flpie ;,. we fuhge^ ourfeIv#s .to needlefs dangei^ 
from accidents which ^arly di%ence woi^ld hav^ Ob«- 
viated, or perplei^ pur niinds.by vain {irecautiQns,^ 
ai)4n)0)k^ proviilon for the execution bf deTigns^ q£ 
f , . , B 3 which 
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vibkSx the opportunity once miffed never xnll 
returih 

As he that lives longeft lives but a little while, 
every man may be certain that he has no time to 
vrafte. The duties of life are commenfurste to its 
duration, and every day brings its taik, which if 
iiegle£bed is doubled on the morrow. But he that 
has already trifled away thofe months and years, m 
which he fliould have laboured, muft remember that 
he has now only a part of that of which the whole is 
little; and that fince the few moments remaining are 
to be confidered as the laA truft of heaven, not one is 
to be loft. 



Numb. 72. Saturday, November 2^^ ^75o* 

Omnit Ariftippum dectdt^aiusf et c^or^ el res^ 

SeSantem majcrafirti frefenilbus £fuum, HoR« 

Yet jirt/lippus cv^ry dreft became ; 

In ev'ry various change of life the fame ; 

And: though lie aim'd at things of higher kind. 

Yet to the prefcnt held an equal mind. Francis. 

To the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

THOSE who exalt themfelves into the chair 
of inftrudion, without enquiring whether any 
will fubmit to their authority, have not fufBciently 
confidered how much of human life pafles in little 
iqcidents, curfory conver&tion, flight bufinefs, and 

cafual 
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cafual amuiements ; and therefore they baVe end^a^ 
voured only to inculcate the more awful virtues^ 
wiibout condefcending to regard thofe petty qualittes; 
^i^lHch grow important only by their frequency^ and 
whidi, though they produce no (ingle a&s of heroilm^ 
lior aftonifh us by great events, yet are ^verymo^ 
xnent exerting their influence upon us, and make the 
xlraught of life fweet or bitter by imperceptible inftiU 
lations. They operate unfeen and unregarded, 94 
change of air makes u^s fick or healthy, though vm 
breathe it without attention, and only know the par« . 
tides that impregnate it by their ialutary or malig«i 
nant effefls* 

You have {hewn yourfelf not ignorant of the value 
of thr>(e fiibaltern endowments, yet have hitherto 
neglefbed to recommend good^humour to the worlds 
though a little reflection will (hew you that- it. is the 
babn of beings the quality to which all that adorns or 
elevates mankind m^ifl owe its power of ple^(ipg,i 
Without good-humour, learning and bravery can 
only confer that fuperiority which fwells the heart 
of the lion in the defi^rt, where he ro^rs without rei 
ply, and ravages without re(iftance» Without good* 
humour virtue may awe by its dignity, and amaze 
by its brightnefs; but mv^Vt always be viewed at % 
pittance, and will fcarc^ly gain a friend or attr^(^ V^ 
imitator. 

Good-humour may be defined a habit of being 
pleafed ; a conilant and perennial foftnefs of man-t 
ner, eaiinefs of approach, and fviavity of difppfition ; 
like that which every man perceives in himfelf, when 
the firft.trahfports of new felicity have fubfided, and 
his thoughts are only kept in motion by a flow fuc- 

B 4 ce(rion 
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(ct&on of foft impulfes. Good:*humour is a ftate 
between gaiety and unconcern; the ad or emana- 
tion of a mind at leifure to regard the gratification 
ef another. 

It is imagined by many, that whenever they afpire 
to pleafe, they are required to be merry, and to (hew 
rite gladnefs of their fouls by flights of pleafantry, and 
burfts of laughter. But though thefe men may 
be for a time ^heard with applaufe and admiration, 
they feldom deUght us long. We enjoy them a 
little, and then retire to eafmefs and good-humour, 
as the eye gazes awhile on eminences glittering with 
tlie fun, but foon turns aching away to verdure and 
to flowers. 

' Gaiety is to good-humour as animal perfumes 
to vegetable fragrance; the one overpowers weak 
fpirits, and the other recreates and revives them* 
Gaiety feldom fails to give fome pain ; the hearers 
either flr^n their faculties to accompany its tower- 
ings, or are left behind in envy and defpair. Good- 
humour boafts no faculties which every one does not 
believe in his own power, and pleafes principally by 
not offending. 

It is well known that the moft certain way to give 
toy man pleafure, is to perfuade him that you receive 
pleafure from him, to encourage him to freedom and 
confidence, and to avoid any fuch appearance of fu- 
periority as may overbear and deprefs him. We fee 
many tliat by this art only, fpend their days in the 
midfl: of carefles, invitations, and civilities ; and 
without any extraordinary qualities or attainments, 
are the univerfal favourities of both fexes, and cer- 
tamly find a friend in every place. The darlings of 

the 
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the world vnlij indeed, be gmetally found fach af 
ezdte neither jealoufy not featr, and are not confi- 
dered as candidates for any eooinent d^ee of repu* 
tation, but ccmtent tbemfelves with common ac- 
complifhinents, and endeavour rather to folicit 
kindnefs than to taife efteem ; therefore in aflem- 
blies and places of refott it fddom fails to happen,, 
chat though at the entrance of fome particular per*/ 
fon every face brightens with gladnefs, and every 
hand is extended in falutation, yet if you purfuer 
him beyond the firft exchange of civilides, you will' 
find him of very fmall importance, and only wel- 
come to the company, as one by whom all conceiyei 
themfelves admired, and with whom any one is at> 
liberty to amufe himfeif when he can find no other 
auditor or companion, as one with whom all are at 
eafe, who will hear a jeft without criticiim, and a# 
narrative without contradi£tion^ who laughs wiihr 
every wit, and yields to every difputer. 

There are many whofe vanity always *indines them, 
to afibciate with thofe from whom they have no rea-i 
fon to fear mortification; and there are times in which 
the wife and the knowing are willing to receive praife 
without the labour of deferving it, in which the moft. 
elevated mind is wilKng to defcend, and the molt. 
a£kive to be at reft. All therefore are* at> foasie hour 
or another fond of companions whom they can en- 
tertain upon eafy terms, and who will relieve them 
from folkude, without cbndemning them to vigi- 
lance and caution. We* are moft inclined to love 
vrben we have nothing to fear, and he that encou- . 
rages us to pleafe ouifdves, will not be long, with- 
out preference in our affieftioa. to thofe whofe learn- 
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ing holds us at the diftance of pupils, or whofe mt 
calls all attention from us, and leaves us without im» 
portance and without regard. . . 

It is remarked by prince Henry ^ when he fees FaU 
Jlqf lying on the ground, that be could have better 
^ared a better matu He was well acquainted with 
the vices and follies of him whom he lamented, but 
while his convi£tion compelled him to do juftice to 
fuperior qualities, his tendernefs ftill broke out at 
the remembrance of Faljiaff'^ of the cheerful conu 
panion, the loud buffoon, with whom he had paffed 
his time in all the luxury of idlenefs, who had glad* 
ded him vidth unenvied merriment, and whom h^ 
could at once enjoy and defpife. 

You may perhaps think this, acccount of thofe who 
are diftinguHhed for their good-humour, not very 
confident with the praifes which I hav^ beftowed. 
upon it. But furely nothing can more evidently 
ihew the value of this quality, thto that it recom- 
mends thofe who "are defticute of all otb^r. excellen- 
cies, and procures regard to the trifling, friendQiip 
to the worthlefs, and affedion to the dull, 

Good-humour is indeed* generally degraded by the 
charaders in which it is found; for .being confidered 
as a cheap and vulgar quality, we find . it often ne- 
gleded by thofe that having excellencies of higher 
reputation and brighter fplendor, perhaps imagine* 
that they have fome right to gratify themfelves at 
the expence of others, and are to demand compli-? 
ance, rather than to praftife it. It is by fome un? 
fortunate miftake that almoft all thofe who have any. 
claim to efteem or love, prefs their pre^enfions with 
too little confideration of others. This miftake my 

own 
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own mtereft, at well as my zeal for general happi- 
nefs, makes me defirous to redify; for I have a 
friend, who, becaufe he kno.ws hi^ own fidelity and^ 
ufefulneTs, is never willing to fink into a companion : 
I have a wife whofe beauty firft fubdued me, and 
vhofe wit confirmed her conqueft, but whofe beauty 
now ferves no other purpofe than to entitle her to 
tyranny, and whofe wit is only ufed to juftify per- 
▼erfenefs. 

Surely nothmg can be more unreafonable than to 
lofe the will to pleafe, when we are confcious of the { 
power, or fliow more cruelty than to chufe any kind 
of influence before that of kindnefs. He that re- 
gards the welfare of others, Ihouid make his virtue 
^proachable, that it may be loved ^and cojned ; and 
he that confiders the wants which every man feels^> 
ar will feel of external affiftance, muft rather wilh t<y 
be furrounded by thofe that love him, than by thofe 
that admire his excellencies, or folicit his favours ; 
for admiration ceafes with novelty, and intereft gains' 
its end and retires. A man whofe great qualities^ 
want the ornament of fuperfidal attractions, is like 
a naked mountain with mines of gold, which will be 
frequented only till the treafure is exhaufted. 
I am, &c. 

Philomides. 
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No MB. 73: * TcJESDAY, November 27, 1750. 

StMke qiud beo'votls frvflra puenltbus optas 
,^us turn ulla iiJit^ /niWf faena dies. On©. 

Why thinks the fool with childl/h hope to fee. 
WTiat lieithcir is, nor was, nor e'er (hall be ? 

Elfhjnstoke. 

r^/i^ RAMBLER. 

SLR, 
TF yoii' feel any of that compaffion. which yon- 
"** recdmmeiid.toiotihers, you will not; .difregard %; 
cafe which I have reafon from cbfervation to believe 
very coimnbn, and which I know by. experience to«» 
be very miferable* And. though the querulous are 
feldom received with great ardour of kkdnfefe, I 
hope td efcape the mortification of finding that my 
lamentations fpread the coiitagioa of impajtience, 
and produce anger rather than tendemefs. . I write 
not merely.xa vent the. fivfiUing of my heart, but to 
enquire by What means I .m^y.Wflxer n?y, tranquil- 
lity ; and (hall endeavour at brevity in my narrative, 
having long^ known that complaint quickly tires, 
however clegimt, or however juft. 

I was born in a remote county, of a family that 
boafts alliances with the greateft names in Englijb 
hiftory, and extends its claims of aiEnity to the Tu-' 
dors and Plantagenets. My anceftors, by little and 
little, wafted their patrimony, till my father had not 
enough left for the fupport of a family, without de- 

fcending 
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fceildiiigto'thi^ cultivation of hb- own grodnds, be* 
ing condemned to pay three fitters tfae fortunes al- 
lotted them by my grandfather, who is Ju^^edad to 
have made his will when he was incapable of adjuft- 
ing properly the claims ofhis children, and who» 
perhaps without defign, enriched his daughters by 
beggaring his fon. My aunts beingj at the death of 
their father, neither young nor beautiful, nor vciy 
eminent for fofta>d8 of brfiaviour, were fuffered to 
live unfolicired, and by accumulating the intereft of 
their portions grew -every day richer and prouder. 
My father pleafed himfelf with forefeeing that the 
poiTeilions of thofe ladies mud revert at laft to the 
hereditary eftate, and that his family might lofe none 
of its dignity, refolved to keep me untainted with a 
lucrative employment ; whenever therefore I difco- 
vered any inclination to the improvement of my 
condition, my mother .never failed to put me in mind 
of my birth, and charged me to do nothing with 
which I might be reproached when I (hould come to 
my aunts' eftate. 

In ail the perplexities or vexations which want of 
money brought upon us, it was our conftant prac- 
tice to have recourfe to futurity. If any of our 
neighbours furpafled us in appearance, we went 
home and contrived an equipage, with which the 
death of my aunts was to fupply us. If any purfe« 
prpud upftart was deficient in refpeft, vengeance » 
was referred to the time in which our eftate was to 
be repaired. We regiftered every aft of civility and 
rudenefs, enquired the number of dilhes at every 
feaft, and minuted the furniture of every houfe^ 
that we might, when the hour of affluence fhould 

come^ 
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come, be able to eclipfe all thar fplendor, and fur- 
pafs all their magnificience. 

Upon plans^ 6f elegance and fchemes of pleafure 
the day rofe and fet, and the year went round un- 

: regarded, while we were bofied in laying out planta- 
tions on ground not yet our own, and deliberating 

' whether the manor-houfe fhould be rebuilt or re- 
paired. This was the amufement of our leifure, 

• and the folace of our exigencies ; we met together 
, only to contrive how our approaching fortune ihould 
.be enjoyed; for. in this our converfation always 

• ended, on whatever fubje£t it began. We had none 
of the collateral interefts, which diverfify the life 
of others with joys and hopes, but had turned our 

. whole attention on one event, which we could nei- 
ther haften nor retard, and had no other objeft of 
curioiity than the health or ficknefs of my aunts, 
of which we were careful to procure very exaft and 
early intelligence. 

This vifionary opulence for a while foothed our 
' imagination, but afterwards fired our wiOies, and 
exafperated our necelTities, and my father could not al- 
ways reftrain himfelf from exclaiming, that no creature 

Jjod/o ma?iy lives as a cat and an old viatd. At laft, 
upon the recovery of his fifter from an ague, which 
ihe was fuppofed to have caught by fparing fire, 

^he began to lofe his ftomach, and four months ^ 

.lifterwards funk into the grave. 

My mother, who loved her hulband, furvived him 
but a little while, and left me the fole heir of their 

Jands, their fchemes, and their wiihes. As I had not 
enlarged my conceptions either by books ot conver- 
fation, I differed only from my father by the frefli- 

nefs 
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ne& of my cheeks, and the v%our of my ftep ; and, 
like him, gave way to no thoughts bUt of enjoying 
the weakh which my aunts were hoarding, 

Ac length the elded fell ilL I paid the ciTilitieg 
and compliments which ficknefs requires with the 
utmoft pun&uality. I dreamed every night of 
efcutcheons and white gloves, and enquired every 
morning at an early hour, whether there were any 
news of my dear aunt. At lad a meflfenger was fent 
to inform me that I mufl: come to her without the 
delay of a moment. I went and heard her lail ad- 
vice, but opening her will, found that ihe had left 
her fortune to her fecond lifter. 

I hung my head ; the youngeft fifter threatened to 
be married, and every thing was difappointment and 
difcontent. I was in danger of lofmg Irreparably 
one third of my hopes, and was condemned ftill to 
wait for the reft. Of part of my terror I was foon 
eafed ', for the youth, whom his relations would have 
compelled to marry the old lady, after innumerable 
ftipulations, articles, and fettlements, ran away with 
the daughter of his father's groom ; and my aunt, 
upon this conviction of the perfidy of man, refolved 
never to liften more to amorous addrefles. 

Ten years longer I dragged the fhackles of ex- 
pedlation, without ever fuffering a day to pafs, in 
which I did not compute how much my chance was 
improved of being rich to-morrow. At laft the fe- 
cond lady died, after a fhort illnefs, which yet was 
long enough to afford her time for the difpofal of her 
eftate, which (he gave to me after the death of her 
fifter. 

I was 
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1 was liOiir relieved from part of my mifery; a 
larger fortune, though not in my power, was certain 
and unalienable; nor was there now any danger, 
that I tafght at laft be fruftrated of my hopes by a 
iret of <lotage, the flatteries of a chamber-maid, the 
whJfpers of a tale-bearer, or the ofEcioufnefs of a 
nurfe. But my wealth was yet in reverfion, my aunt 
was to be buried before I could emerge to grandeur 
and pleafure ; and there were yet, according to my 
father's obfervation, nine lives between me and hap- 
pinefs. 

I however lived on, without any clamours of dit 
content, and comforted myfelf with confidering, that 
all are mortal, and they who are continually decaying 
muft at laft be deftroyed. 

But let no man from this time fuffer his felicity 
to depend on the death of his apnt. The good 
gentlewoman was very regular in her hours, and 
fimple in her diet, and in walking or fitting ftill, 
waking or fleeping, had always in view the preferv- 
ation of her health. She was fubjeft to no diforder 
"but hypochondriac dejcflion ; by which, without in- 
tention, (he increafed my miferies, for whenever the 
weather was cloudy, (he would take her bed and fend 
me notice that her time was come. I went with all 
the hafte of eagernefs, and fometimes received paf- 
fionate injunctions to be kind to her maid, and di- 
re&ions how the laft o(fices (hould be performed} 
but if before my arrival the fun happened to break 
out, or the wind to change, I met her at the door, 
or found her in the garden, buftling and vigilant, 
with- all the tokens of long life. 

1 Some* 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



N'^j. THE rAMBLHir. ly 

^ SotnetimeS) however^ (At ft^'tim) ^^mp<ei?, an^ 
1WIS thrice ^ven over by the doftor, ya fte' found 
ineaiu of flif>{>mg through the gripe of d'e^th, ahd 
tifter hatiug tortured me tht-ee months at each umi 
with violedt altlfltlfiitiotift «f hojiie and fear, t^attie olli 
of her chamber without any other hurt than the loK 
of fleflij whkh in a few weeks fhe recoreted by brbthi 
takd jellies. 

As moft have fagacity fuflScient to giieft at the de^ 
fires of an heir, it wis the cohdant pra^ice of thofe 
who vrete hoping at fecond hand, and endeavoured to 
fecure my fevour againft the time when I ihould be 
rich, to pay their couf^ by informing me that my 
aunt began to droop, that fiie had lately a bad night, 
that fhe coughed feebly, and that fhe could never 
climb May hill } or at lead, that the autumn would 
carry her off. Thus was I ilatfeted in the winter 
with the piercing winds of March j and in fummer, 
with the iFogs of Septemben But fhe lived through 
fpring and fall, and fet heat and cold at defiance^ till 
rfter near half a century^ I buried her on the four- 
teenth of laft yuncj aged ninety-three yearsj five 
months, and fix days« 

For two months after her death I was rich, and 
was pleafed with that obfequioufnefs and reverence 
which wealth inftantaneoufly procures* But this joy 
18 now paft) and I have returned again to my old 
babk of wiiiing. Being accuftomed to give the fu- 
ture full power over my mind, and to ftart away 
firom the fcene before me to fome ^xpefted enjoy- 
ment) I deliver up myfelf to the tyranny of every 
defire which fancy luggefts, and long for a thou- 
iand things which I am unable to procui^e. Money 

Vol. V. C has 
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ha$ much lers pot^r than is afifribed to it by 
thofe chat want it* I had formed fchemes which I 
cannot execute, I had foppofed erents which do 
not come to pafs, and the reft of my life muft 
pals in craving folicitttde> unlefs you can find f<Mnf 
remedy for a mind, corrupted with an invet^atc 
difeafe of wiQiing, and unable to think on any 
thing but wants, which reafon tells me will never 
be fupplied* 

I am, &c« 

CuFiDua* 



Numb. 74. Saturday, December t, 175a 

Rtxatur de iandfipe caprina* Hoie. 

For nought toimenterl, fhe for nought torments. 

El^hinston. 

ME N feldom give pleafure, where they are not 
pleafed themfelves; it is neceffary, therefore, 
to cultivate an habitual alacrity and cheerfulnefs, 
that in whatever ftate we may be placed by Provi- 
dence, whether we are appointed to confer or 
receive benefits, to ipiplore or to afford protedlion^ 
we may fecure the love of thofe with whom we tranf- 
zQ,. For though it is generally imagined, that he 
who grants favours, may fpare any attention to his 
behaviour, and that ufefulnefs will always procure 
friends ; yet it has been found, that there is an art of 
granting requefts, an art very difficult of attain- 
ment j that officioufnefs and liberality may be fo 

adul- 
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adulterated, as to lofe the greater part of their effed ; 
that compliance may provoke, relief may harafs, and 
liberality diftrefs. 

No difeafe of the mind can more fatally difable it 
from benevolence, the chief duty of focial beings^ 
than ill-humour or peevifhnefs ; for though it breaks 
not out in paroxyfms of outrage, nor butfts into cla- 
mour, turbulence, and bloodihed, it Wears out hap* 
pinefs by flow corrofion, and fmall injuries inceC- 
fantly repeated. It may be confidered as the canker 
of life, that deftroys its vigour, and checks its im- 
provement, that creeps on with hourly depredations, 
and taints and vitiates what it cannot confume. 

Peeviflinefs, when it has been fo far indulged, as 
to outrun the motions of the will, and difcover itfelf 
without premeditation, is a fpecies of depravity in 
the higheft degree difgufting and oifenlive, becaufe 
no rectitude of intention, nor foftnefs of addrefs, can 
enfure a moment's exemption from affront and indig- 
nity. While we are courting the favour of a peevifli 
man, and exerting ourfelves in the moft diligent ci- 
vility, an unlucky fyllable difpleafes, an unheeded 
circumftance ruffles and exafperates ; and in the mo- 
ment when we congratulate ourfelves upon having 
gained a friend, our endeavours are fruftrated at 
once, and all our afliduity forgotten in the cafual 
tumult of fome trifling irritation. 

This troublefome impatience is fometimes no- 
thing more than the fymptom of fome deeper ma- 
lady. He that is angry without daring to confefs 
his refentmcnt, or forrowful without the liberty of 
telling his grief, is too frequently inclined to give 
vent to the fermentations of his mmd at the firft paf- 

C 2 ikges 
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fages that are opened, and to let his pjiiliQAS boil 
over upon tbofc whom accident throws in his way. 
A painful and tedious courfe of ficknefs frequently 
produces fuch an alarming apprehenfion of the leaft 
increafe of uneafmcfs, as keeps the foul perpetiialiy 
on the watch, fuch a reftlefs and inceflant folicitude, 
as no care or tendernefs can appeafe, and can only 
be pacified by the cure of the diftemper, and the re- 
moval of that pain by which it is excited. 

Nearly approaching to this weaknefs, % the cap- 
tioij^fnefs of old ?ge. When the ftrength is crulhedy 
the fenfes dulled, and the common pleafures of life 
become, infipid by repetition, we are willing to im- 
pute our uneafmefs to caufes not wholly out of our 
power, and pleafe ourfelves with fancying that we 
fuffer by negled, unkindnefs, or any evil which ad- 
ipits a remedy, rather than by the decays of nature, 
which cannot be prevented or repaired^ We there- 
fore revenge our pains upon thofe on whom we re- 
fplve to charge them j and too often drive mankind 
^way at the time we have the greaieft need of tf nder- 
qefs and affiftance. 

. But though pQeviflmefs may fometimes claim our 
compaffion, as the confequence or concomitant of 
iHJfery, it is very often found, where nothing can 
juftify or excufe its admifliom It is frequently one 
bf the attendants on the profperous, and is em- 
liloyedby infolence in exadking homage, or by ty* 
ranny in harafling fubjedion. It is the offspring 
of idlenefs or pride j of idlenefs anxious for trifles 5 
or pride unwilling to endure the leaft obftruftioa 
gf her wifljes. Thofe who hav^ long lived in foli-i 
tude indeed naturally contraft this unfocial qiulity, 

becaufe. 
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becaufe, having long had only themfelves to pleafe, 
they do not readily depart from their own inclina^ 
tions ; their fmgularities therefore are only blameabic, 
when they have imprndently or morofely withdrawii 
themfebres from the world ; but there are others, who 
have, without any neceflSty, nurfed up this habit in 
their minds, by making implicit fubmiffiveneft th4 
Condition of their favour, and fuffering none to ap- 
j)roach the^i, but thofe who never fpcak but to ap- 
pfaud, or move but to obey. 

He that gives himfelf up to his own fancy, and 
eonverfes with none but fuch as he hires to lull hfitl 
on the down of abfolute authority, to footh him with 
obfcquioufnefs, and regale him with flattery, foort 
^ows too flbthful for the labour of conteft, too ten- 
der for the afperity of contradiftion, and too delicatd 
for the coarfenefs of truth; a little oppofition ofFendsi 
I little reftraint enrages, and a little difficulty per- 
plexes him; having been accuftomed to fee every 
fhing give way to his humour, he foon forgets hii 
own littlenefs, and expefts to find the world rolling at 
his beck, and all mankind employed to accommodate 
and delight him. 

' Tetrica had a large fortune bequeathed to her by 
an amit, which made her very early independent, 
aind placed her in a ftate of fuperiority to all about 
her. Having no fuperfluity of uriderftanding, fhe 
was foon intoxicated by the flatteries of het maid, 
who informed her that ladies, fuch as fhe, had no« 
thing to do but take pleafure their own way; that 
Ihe wanted nothing from others, and had therefore 
no reafon to valu« their opinion; that money was 
every thing ; and that they who thought themfelves 

C 3 Ul. 
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ill-treated, fhould look for better ufage among their 
equals. 

Warm with thefe generous fentiments, Tetrica 
came forth into the world, in which (he endeavoured 
to force refpeft by haughtinefs of mien and vehe* 
mence of language ; but having neither birth, beau* 
ly, nor wit, in any uncommon degree, (he fuffered 
fuch mortifications from thofe who thought them* 
felves at liberty to return her infolts, as ^duced her 
turbulence to cooler malignity, and taught her to 
pradife her arts of vexation only where (he ought 
hope to tyrannize without refiftance. She continued 
from her twentieth to her fifty-fifth year to torment 
all her inferiors with fo much diligence, that fhe has 
formed a principle of difapprobation, and finds in 
every place fomething to grate her mind, and difturb 
her quiet. 

If fhe takes the air, (he is offended with the heat 
or cold, the glare of the fun, or the gloom of the 
clouds ; if (he makes a vifit, the room in which (he 
is to be received, is too light, or too dark, or fur- 
nifhed with fomething which (he cannot fee with* 
ftut averCon. Her tea is never of the right fort; the 
.figures on the China give her difgufl. Where there 
axe children, (he hates the gabble of brats j where 
there are none, (he cannot bear a place without 
fome cheerfulnefs and rattle. If many fcrvants are 
kept in a houfe, (he never fails to tell how lord 
Lavijh was ruined by a numerous retinue; if few, (he 
relates the ftory of a mifer that made his company 
wait on themfelves. She quarrelled with one fa- 
mily, becaufe (lie had an unpleafant view from their 
windows; with another, becaufe the fquirrel leaped 

within 
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within two yards of her ; and with a third, becaufe 
file could not bear the noife of the parrot. 

Of milliners and niantua<-nuker$ fhe is the pro* 
verbial torment. She compels them to alter their 
work, then to unmake it, and contrive it after an- 
other fafhion ; then changes her mind, and likes it 
better as it was at firft ; then will have a fmall im- 
provement. Thus (he proceeds till no piofit can 
recompenfe the vexation ; they at laft leave the 
clothes at her houfe, and refufe to* ferve her. Her 
maid, the only being that can endure her tyranny, 
profefTes to take her own courfe, and hear her miftrefs 
talk. Such is the confequence of peevilbnefs; it 
can be borne only when it is defpifed* 

It ibmetimes happens that too clofe an attention 
to minute exadlnefs, or a too. rigorous habit of ac« 
^mining every thing by the ftandard of perfe&ion, 
vitiates the temper, rather than improves the under- 
ftanding, and teaches the mind to difcern faults 
with unhappy penetration. It is incident likewife to 
men of vigorous imagination to pleafe themfelves too 
much with futurities, and to fret becaufe thofe ex- 
pectations are difappointed, which (hould never have 
been formed. Knowledge and genius are often ene- 
jples to quiet, by fuggefting ideas of excellence, which 
men and the performances of men cannot attain* 
But let no man rafhly determine, that his unwilling- 
nefs to be pleafed is a proof of underftanding, unlefs 
bis fuperiority appears from lefs doubtful evidence ; 
for though pepviflinefs may fometimes juftly boaft 
^s defcent from learning or from wit, it is much 
oftener of a bafe extraction, the child of vanity and 
q^rfling of ignorance. 

C4 
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-NfJMB, 75* Tuesday, Becmber 4, 1750. 

JM^p nemo^ nlfi ofi Foriwa fecunda ejl^ 

^4, JSmtJ ipttmuit^ froximc^ qu^uefaga. O vi 9, 

When fmili'ng Fortune fpreads her golden ray, 
■ All crowd around to flatter and obey: 
But when (he thunders from an angry iky, 
7. OuE fncndfty our flatterers, our lavers fly. Mifs A. W« 

« - 

To the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

^T* HE diligence with which you endeavour to 
cultivate the knowledge of nature, manners, 
and irfe, will perhaps incKne you to pay fame regard 
to the* obfervations of one who has been taught to 
know mankind by unwelcome information, an<i 
^hofe opinions are the refult, not of folitary conjee* 
tures, but of pradlice and experience, 

I was born to a large fortune, and bred to the 
knowledge of thofe arts which are fuppofed to ac* 
compRfli the mind, and adorn the perfon of a wo* 
man. To tbefe attainments, which cuftom and edu- 
cation almoft forced upon me, I added fome volun- 
tary acquifitions by the ufe of books, and the .cori- 
verfation qf that fpecies of men whom the ladies 
generally mention with terror and averfion under the 
name of fcholars, but Whom I have found a harm* 
lefs and inoffenfive order of beings, not fo much 
wifer than ourfelves, but that they may receive as 
well as communicate )siiowled^e^ an4 more iacUned 
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to degrade their own charafter by cowardly fub- 
miffion, than "to overbear or opprefs us with their 
learning or their wit. 

From tbefe men, however, if they are by kind 
treatment encouraged to talk,' fomething may b6 
gained, which, embeilifhed with elegancy, and 
foftened by modefty, will always add dignity an^ 
value to female conYer&tkm ; and from my acquaint* 
ance with the bookifh part of the world 1 derived 
many principles o£ ' judgment and jnaxiqiis of prts^ 
dence^ by which I was enabled to drawypon^myfeff 
the general regard . in every pbce of concourfe -of 
pleafure. My opinion wa$ the great rule of appro* 
bation, my remarks were remembered by thofe who 
defired the fecond degree of iiaoe, my mien waf 
ftudied, my drefa 'was .imitated, my letters were 
handed from, one family to another, and read bf 
thofe whb copied them as fent to themfelves ; my 
vifits were folicited as honours, and mukitudey 
boafted of an intimacy with Meliffa^ who had only 
feen me by accident, and whofe familiarity had never 
proceeded beyond the exchange of a compliment, or 
leturn of a courtefy. 

I fhali make no fcruple of confefling that I wasr 
pleafed ^ith this umverfal veneratbn, becaufe I al- 
ways confidered it as paid to my intrlnlick qnaliticsr 
stad infeparable merit, and very eaiily perfuaded my- 
felf that fortune had no part in my fiiperiority. 
When I looked upon my glafs I faw youth and beauty, 
with health that might give me realbn to hope therr 
continuance; when I examined my mind, I fband 
fome ftrpngth of judgment, and fertility of fancy j 

and 
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and was told that every a£tion was grace, and that 
every accent was perfuafion. 

In this manner my life paiTed like a continual 
tnumph amidft acclamatioois, and envy, and court- 
Ibip, and carefTes : to pleafe Melijfa was the general 
ambition, and every ftratagetn of artful flattery was 
praftifed upon me. To be flattered is grateful, 
even when we know that our praifes are not believed 
by thofe who pronounce them ; for they prove, at 
l^ft, our power, and Ihew that our favour is valued^ 
fince it is purchafed by the meannefs of Btlfehoodt 
But^ perhaps, the flatterer is not often deteded, for 
an honeft mind is not apt to fufpeA, and no one 
exerts the power of difcernment with much i^gour, 
when ielf-love fevours the deceit. 

The number of adorers, and the perpetoal diftrac*. 
tion of my thoughts by new fchemes of pleafur^^ pre- 
vented me from liftening to any of thofe who crowd 
in multitudes to give girls advice, and kept me un^f 
married and unengaged to my twenty-Cpventh year,, 
when, as I was towering in all the pride of uncon- 
ti^fted excellency, with a face yet little impaired, and 
a mind hourly improving, the. failure of a fund,, 
in which my money was placed, reduced me to a 
frugal competency, which allowed little beyond neat«- 
nefs and independence. 

I bore the diminution of my riches without any. 
outrages of forrow, or pulillanimity of dejefUon. In« 
deed I did not know how much I had lofl:, for, haying 
always heard and thought more of my wit and 
beauty, than of my fortune, it did not fuddenly enter 
my imagination,, that Mdiffa could fink beneath her 

eftabliflied 
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eftablifbed rank, while her form and her mind con« 
tinued the fame; thatlhe could ceafe to raife admirs^ 
tion but by ceafing to deferve it, or feel any ftrokc 
but from the band of time* 

It was in my power to have concealed the lofs, and 
to have married, by continumg the fame appearance, 
with all the credit of my origmal fortune ; but I waa 
not fo far funk in my own efteem, as to fubmic to 
the bafenefs of fraud, or to defire any other recoow 
mendation than fenfe and virtue. I therefore dif« 
milTed my equipage, fold thofe ornaments which 
were become unfuitable to my new condition, an4 
appeared among thofe with whom I ufed to converfcr 
with lefs glitter, but with equal fpirit. 

I found myfelf received at. every vifit, with for«* 
row beyopd what is naturally felt for calamities ia 
lirhich we'h^ve no part, and was entertained vntji 
condolence and confolation fo frequently repeated^ 
that my friends plainly confulted rather their own 
gratification, than my relief. Some from that time 
refufed my acquaintance, and forbore, without any^ 
provocation, to repay my vifits ; fome vifited me» 
but after a longer interval than ufual, and every 
return was ft ill with more delay ; nor did any of my 
&male acquaintances fail to introduce the mentba 
of my misfortunes, to compare my prefent and former 
condition, to tell me how much it muft trouble me 
to want the fplendor which I became fo well, to look 
at pleafures which I had formerly enjoyed, and to 
fink to a level with thofe by whom I had been con. 
fidered as moving in a higher fphere, and who had 
hitherto approached me with reverence and fubmif- 
fioUi which I was no longer to ezped. 

Obferva- 
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Obfervarions lika thefe, are eonimotily nothing 
better than covert infults, which ferve to give vent f6 
the flatulence of pride, but they are now and then 
imprudently uttered by honefty and benevoleilce, 
and infiii£l pain where kindnefs h intended j I will, 
therefore^ fo far maintain my antiquated claim t6 
poUtenefSy as to venture the eftablifhment of thi^ 
rule, that no one ought to remind another of mift 
fettunes of which the fufferer does not complain, 
and which there are no means propofed of alleviate 
mg. You have no right to excite thoughts which 
fieceflkrily give pain whoever they return, and which 
perhaps might not have revived but by abfurd and 
unfeafonable conipaflion. 

My endlefe train of lovers imftiediately withdrew, 
without raifing any emotions. The greater part bad 
indeed always profefled to eourt, ' as it is termed, 
upon the fquare, had enquired my fortune, and of^ 
fered fettlements ; thefe had undoubtedly a right to 
i»etire without cenfure, fmce rtiey had openly treated 
for money, as neceffary to their happinefs, and whd 
can tell how little they wanted any other portion ? 1 
have always thought the clamours of women unrea-- 
fonable, who imagine themfdves injured becaufe th^ 
men who followed them upon the fuppofition of a 
greater fortune, rejeft them when they are difcovered 
to hare lefs. I have never known any lady, who 
did nod think wealth a title to fome (lipulations in 
her favt)ur ; and furely what is cWmed by the pof* 
feffion of money is juftly forfeited by its lofs. She 
that has once demanded a fettletnent has allowed the 
importance of fortune j and when fhe cannot fliew 
pecuniary merits why Ihould Ihe think her theapcner 
obliged to purchafe ? 

My 
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• My loven were not all contented with filent defer- 
tion. Some of them revenged the negled whick 
they had formerly endured by wanton and fuperflu* 
ous infuits, and endeavoured to mortify me, by pay« 
ing, in my prefence, thofe civilities to other ladies^ 
which were once devoted only to me. But, a« it 
had been my rule to treat men according to the rank 
of their intelled, I had never fuffered any one tp 
wade his life in fufpenfe, who could have employed 
it to better purpofe, and had therefore no enemies 
but coxcombs, whofe refentment and refpeft were 
equally below my confideration. 

The only pain which I have felt from degradation^ 
is the lofs of that influence which I had always ex« 
erted on the Hde of virtue, in the defence of inno- 
cence, and the alTertion of truth. I now find my 
opinions flighted, my fentiments criticifed, and my 
arguments oppofed by thofe that ufed to liften to me 
without reply, and ftruggle to be firft in exprefSng 
their conyiftion. 

The female difputants have wholly thrown oflF my 
authority j and if I endeavour to enforce my reafons 
by an appeal to the fcholars that happen to be prefent^ 
the wretches are certain to pay their court by iacri* 
ficing me and my fyftem to a finer gown, and I am 
every hour infulted with contradiSion by cowards, 
who could never find till lately that Melijfa was liable 
to error. 

There are two perfons only whom I cannot charge 
with having changed their conduct with my change 
of fortune. One is an old curate that has pafTed his 
life in the duties of his profeflion, with great reputar 
tion for his knowledge and piety; the other is a 

lieutenant 
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lieutenant of dragoons. The parfon made no dif- 
ficulty in the height of my elevation t6 check me 
when I was pert, and inftruft mc when I blundered ; 
and if there is any alteration, he is now more timor- 
ous left his freedom ihould be thought rudenefs. The 
foldier never paid me any particular addreffes, but 
very rigidly obferved all the rules of politeneiB, which 
he is now fo far from relaxing, that whenever he 
ferves the tea, he obftinately carries me the firft difli, 
in defiance of the frowns and whifpers of the table. 

This, Mr. Rambler, is to fee the world. It is 
impoflible for thofe that have only known affluence 
and profperity, to judge rightly of themfelves or 
others. The rich and the powerful live in a perpe- 
tual mafquerade, in which all about them wear bor- 
rowed charaQers ; and we only difcover in what 
eftimation we are held, when we can no longer give 
hopes or fears. 

I am, &c. 

M£LIS8A« 
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NuMfi. 76. Saturday, December 8, 1750. 

* SUimuhipqffSm 

Pahntes error certo de tramiie pellUf 
Ule^ni^rorfum, hU dexirorfum abit^ naiu utriqtte 
£rror^ Jed variU illudii parttbus. Hoft, 

While mazy error draws mankind aflray 

From truth's fure path, each takes his devious way \ 

One to the right, one to the left recedes. 

Alike deluded) as each fancy leads. £i.phin8Tom« 

TT is eafy for every man, whatever be his cha^ 
^ rafter with others, to find reafons for efteeming 
hitnfelf, and therefore cenfure, contempt, or con- 
viftion of crimes, feldom deprive him of his own 
fevour. Thofe, indeed, who can fee only external 
fafts, may look upon him with abhorrence, but when 
he calls himfclf to his own tribunal he finds every 
feult, if not abfolutely effaced, yet fo much pal- 
liated by the goodnefs of his intention, and the co- 
gency of the motive, that very little guilt or turpi- 
tude remains ; and when he takes a furvey of the 
whole complication of his charafter, he difcovers fo 
many latent excellencies, fo many virtues that want 
but an opportunity to exert themfelves in aft, and 
fo many kind wifhes for univerfal happinefs, that he 
looks on himfelf as fuflfering unjuftly under the in- 
famy of fingle failings, while the general temper of 
his mind is unknown or unregarded. 

It is natural to mean well, when only abflrafted 
ideas of virtue are propofed to the mind, and no par- 
ticular paflion turns us afide from reftitude ; and fo 

willing 
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willing is every man to flatter himfelf^ that the dif« 
ference between approving laws^ and obeying them^ 
is frequently forgotten^ he that acknowledges. the 
obligations of morality^ and pleafes his vanity with 
enforcing them to others^ concludes himfelf zealous 
in the caufe of virtue, though he has no longer any 
regard to her precepts, than they conform to his own 
defifes } and counts himfelf among her warmeft 
lovers, becaufe he praifes her beauty, though every 
rival fteals away his heart* 

There are, however, great numbers who hare little 
recourfe to the refinements of fpeculation, but who 
yet live at peace with themfelves, by means which 
require lefs underftanding, or lefs attention* When 
their hearts are burthened with the confcioufnefs of 
a crime, inftead of feeking for fome remedy with- 
in themfelves, they look round upon the reft of 
mankind, to find others tainted with the fame guilt : 
they pleafe themfelves with obferving, that they 
have numbers on their fide ; and that though they 
are hunted out from the fociety of good men, they 
are not likely to be condemned to folitude* 

It may be obferved, perhaps without exception, 
that none are fo induftrious to deted wickednefs, or 
fo ready to impute it, as they whofe crimes are ap'- 
parent and confefled. They envy an unblemifhed 
reputation, and what they envy they are bufy to de* 
flroyj they are unwilling to fuppofe themfelves 
meaner and more corrupt than others, and therefore 
willingly pull down from their elevations thofe with 
whom they cannot rife to an equality. No man yet 
was ever wicked without fecret difcontent, and ac* 
cording to the different degrees of remaining virtue, 
X or 
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of unextinguiAed reafon, he either endeavours to re- 
lorm himrelfy or corrupt others ; either to regain th^ 
flatioB which he has quitted, or prevail on others to 
imitate his defedion. 

It has always been confidered as an alleviation c^ 
Bttfery not to fuffer alone, even when union and fo- 
ciety can contribute nothing to refiftance or efcape ; 
ibme comfort of the fame kind feems to incite 
wickednefs to feek aflbciates, though indeed another 
reafoa may be giv«n, for as guilt is propagated the 
power of reproach is diminiflied, and among numbers 
equally deteftable every individual may be fiieltered 
from fliame, though not from confcience. 

Another lenitive by which the throbs of the breaft 
are afluaged, is, the contemplation, not of the fame, 
but of different crimes. He that cannot juftify him- 
felf by his rcfemblance to others, is ready to try foihe 
other expedient, and to inquire what will rife to his 
advantage from oppofition and diffimilitude. He 
ealily finds fome fauhs in every human being, which 
he weighs againft his own, and eafily makes them 
preponderate while he keeps the balance in his own 
hand, and throws in or takes out at his pleafure cir* 
cumftances that make them heavier or lighter. He 
then triumphs in his comparative purity, and fets 
himielf at eafe, not becaufe he can refute the charget 
advanced againft him, but becaufe he can cenfure his 
accufers with equal juftice, and no longer fears the 
arrows of reproach, when he has ftored his magaaano 
of malice with weapons, equally fliarp and equally 
envenomed. 

This pradice, though never juft> is yet fpeciqus 
and artful, when the cenfure is dire&ed againft de- 

VoL. v. D viations 
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viation$ to the contrary iextreine« The man who is 
branded with cowardice, may, with fome appearance 
of propriety, turn all his force of argument againft" 
a ftupid contempt of life, and rafli precipitation into- 
unnec'elTary'dangen Every receflion from temerity 
is an approach towards cowardice, and though it be 
confefled that bravery, like other virtues, (lands be- 
tween faults on. either hand, yet the place of the 
middle point may always be difputed ; he may there- 
fore often impofe upon carelefs vnderftandings, by 
turning the attention wholly from himfelf, and keep- 
ing it fixed invariably on the oppofite fault; and by 
(hewing how many evils are avoided by his beha- 
viour, he may conceal for a time thofd which are in* 
curred. 

But vice has not always opportunities or addrefa 
for fuch artful fubterfuges; men often extenuate 
their own guilt, only by vague and general charges 
upon ot|;\ers, or endeavour to gain reft to them- 
felves, by pointing fonjie other prey to the purfuit of 
cenfure. • 

Every whifper of infamy is induftrioufly circu<« 
lated, every hint of fufpicion eagerly improved, and 
every failure of condud joyfully publi(bed, by thofe 
whofe intereft it is, that the eye and voice of the 
publick ihould be employed on any rather than on 
th^jnfelves. 

All thefe artifices, and a thoufand others equally 
vaiii^and equally defpicable, are incited by that con- 
vi£Uon of the deformity of wickednefs, from which 
none can fet himfelf free, and by an abfurd defire to 
feparate the caufe from the effefts, and to enjoy the 
' profit of crimes without fufiering the (hame. Men • 

are 
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are willing to try all methods of reconciling guilt and 
quiet, and when their underftandings are ftubborn 
and uncomplying, raife their paiEons againft them, 
and hope to overpower their o^n knowledge. 

It is generally not fo much the defire of men, funk 
into depravity, to deceive the world as themfelves, 
for when no particular circumftances make them de- 
pendant on others, infamy difturbs them little, but 
a^ it revives their remorfe, and is echoed to them 
from their own hearts. The fentence moft dreaded 
18 that of reafon and confcience, which they would 
engage on their fide at any price but the labours of 
duiy, and the forrows of repentance. For this pur- 
pofe every feducement and fallacy is fought, the 
hopes ftill reft upon fome new experiment till life is 
at an end ; and the laft hour deals on unperceived^ 
v^hile the faculties are engaged in refifting reafon, 
and repreffing the fenfe of the divine difapprobation. 
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Numb.. 77, TrBiDAY^ p^ccmbcr ii, I750f 

Oi ^gmm ^ma tuMm quodfnfgeai ma^f 
Si maJkt buJare Dtum^ cmfirdiJa mo^fbra 
Pr^iuSff et R^dam temeravU crimtu vacem^ PnuDENt' 

A golden ftatue fuch a wit might claim* 

Had God and Tirtue rais'd the noble flame; 

But ah ! how lewd a fubjed^ has he Tung, 

What Tile obfcenity profanes his tongue. F. Lewis. 

A M O N G thofe, whofe hopes, of diftin6tion, or 
riches, arifc from an optnba of iheir intel« 
leStnzl attainmentEt it has been, from age tp age, an 
eftabKfiied cuftom to complain of the iagratkuck of 
mankind to their inftra^torsy and the difcouragement 
which men of genius and ftudy fafier from avarice 
and ignorance; from the prevalence of falfe tafte, and 
the encroachment of barbarity. 

Men are moft powerfully affeded by thofe evib 
which themfelves feel, or which appear before their 
own eyes; and as there has never been a time of 
fuch general felicity, but that many have failed ta 
obtain the rewards to which they had, in their own 
judgment, a jufl; claim, fome offended writer has 
always declaimed, in the rage of difappointment, 
againfl: his age or nation ; nor is there one who has 
not fallen upon times more unfavourable to learning 
than any former century, or who does not wifli, that 
fee had been referved in the infenfibility of non-exift- 
ence to fome happier hour, when literary merit (hall 
no longer be defpifed, and the gifts and careifes of 

mankind 
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mauMttd (kail recompeafe the toils of Audy^ and add 
laftre to the charms of wk. 

Maay of thefe clamours are undoubtedly to be 
confidered only as the burfts of pride nev^r to be fai 
tis^d, as the prattle of afiedalion, mimicking, dif- 
treflfes unfelt, or as the common-pkoes of vaiuty 
Cblkitous for fpleiitlour of fentences, aad acuteneft 
of remark. Tet it cannot be denJed that f;'equent 
difcootent muft proceed from frequent bardihips^ 
and though it is evident, that not more than one 
age or people can deferve the cenfure of being more 
averfe from learning than any other, yet at all times 
knowledge muft have encountered impediments, and 
wit been mortified with oontempt, or harafied with 
perfecution. 

It is not neceffary, however, to join immediately 
in the outcry, or to condemn mankind as pleafed 
with ignorance, or always envious of fuperior abiii* 
ties. The miferies of the learned have been related 
by themfelves, and fmce they have not been found 
exempt from that partiality with which men look 
upon their own anions and fuflferings, we may con* 
elude that they have not forgotten to deck their caufe 
with the brighteft ornaments, and ftronged colours. 
The logician colleded all his fubtilties when they 
were to be employed in his own defence ; and the 
mafter of rhetorick exerted againd his adverfary all 
the arts by which hatred is embittered, and indigna« 
tion inflamed. 

To believe no man in his own caufe, is the (land- 
ing and perpetual rule of diftributive juftice. ' Since 
therefore, in the controverfy between the learned and 
then: enemies, we have only the pleas of one party> 
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of the party more able to delude our underftandings, 
and engage our paiBons, we muft determine our opi« 
nion by fads uncontefted, and evidences on each fide 
allowed to be genuine. 

By this procedure, I know not whether the ftudents 
will find their caufe promoted, or the compaflion 
which they expeft much increafed. Let their con- 
du6t be impartially furveyed; let them be allowed 
no longer to diredt attention at their pleafure, by ex- 
patiating on their own deferts ; let neither the dignity 
of knowledge overawe the judgment, nor the graces 
of elegance feduce it. It wilt then, perhaps, be 
found, that they were not able to produce claims to 
kinder treatment, but provoked the calamities which 
they fuffered, and feldom wanted friends, but when 
they wanted virtue. 

That few men, celebrated for theoretick wifdom, 
live with conformity to their precepts, muft be rea^ 
dily confelfed ; and we cannot wonder that the in- 
jdignation of mankind rifes with great vehemence 
againft thofe, who negl^£t the duties which they ap- 
pear to know with fo (Irong conviction the neceflity 
of performing. Yet fince no man has «power of 
a£ting equal to that of thmking, I know not whether 
the fpecuiatiil may not fometimes incur cenfures too 
fevere, and by thofe, who form ideas of his life from 
their knowledge of his books, be conlidered as 
• worfe than others, only becaufe he was expeded to 
be better. 

He, by whofe writings the heart is redified,"the 

- appetites counteraded, and the paflfions repreflfed, 

may be confidered as not unprofitable to the great 

fppublifk of humanity, even. though his behaviour 
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fliould not always exemplify his rules. His inftruc- 
tions may diffafe their influence to regions, in wbidi 
it will not be inquired, whether the author be albus 
an atevy good or bad ; to times, when all his faults 
and all his lollies fhall be loft in forgetfulnefs, among 
things of no concern or importance to the world ; 
and he may kindle in thoufands and ten thoufancis 
that flame which burnt but dimly in himfelF, through 
the fumes of paflion, or the damps of cowardice. 
.The vicbus moralifl: may be confidered as a* taper, 
by which we are lighted through the labyrinth of 
complicated paflSons, he extends his radiance further 
than his heat, and guides all that are within view, 
but burns only thofe who make too near approaches* 

Yet (ince good or harm muft be received for the 
moft part from thofe to whom we are familiarly 
known, he whofe vices overpower his virtues, in 
the compafs to which his vices can extend, has no 
reafon to complain that he meets not with aifedtion 
or veneration^ when thofe with whom he paflTes his 
life are more corrupted by his practice than enlight- 
ened by his ideas. Admiration begins where ac- 
quaintance ceafes ; and his favourers are diftant, but 
his enemies at hand. 

Yet many have dared to boaft of negleAed merit, 
and to challenge their age for cruelty and folly, of 
whom i£ cannot be alledged that they have endea- 
voured to increafe the wifdom or virtue of theit 
readers. They have been at onc6 profligate in their 
lives, and licentious in thdr compofitions; have not 
only forfaken the paths of virtue, but attempted to 
lure others after them. They have fmoothed the 
road of perdition, covered with flowers the thorns of 
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guilty and taught temptation fweeter notes, fofter 
bbndifhments, and (Ironger allurements. 

It has been apparently the fettled purpofe of fome 
vriters, iiehofe powers and acquifitions place them 
high in the rank of literature, to fet fafliion on the 
fide of wickednefs ; to recommend debauchery and 
lewdnefs, by aflbciating them with qualities moft 
likely to dazzle the difcernment, and attrad the af« 
feftions ; and to (how innocence and goodnefs with 
fuch attendant weakneffes as neceflarily czpofe them 
•to contempt and derifion. 

Such naturally found intimates among the cor* 
rupt) the thoughtlefs, and the intemperate ; paflfed 
their lives amidft the levities of fportive idlenefs^ or 
the warm profeflions of drunken friendfliip; and 
fed their hopes with the promifes of wretches, whom 
their precepts had taught to feoff at truth* But 
when fools had laughed away their fprightlinefs, and 
the languors of excefs could no longer be relieved, 
they faw their proteftors hourly drop away, and 
wondered and (tormed to find themfelves abandoned. 
Whether their companions perfifted in wickednefs, 
or returned to virtue, they were left equally without 
afliftance; for debauchery is felfifli and negligent, 
and from virtue the virtuous only can expert re- 
gard. 

It is faid by Florus of Catiline^ who died in the 
midft of ilaughtered enemies, that his death had been 
illujiriom^ bad it been ftiffered for bis country* Of 
the wits who have languifhed away life under the 
preffures of poverty, or in the reftleffnefs of fufpenfet 
careffed and rejeded, flattered and defpifed, as they 
were of more or lefs ufe to thofe who ftijied them- 
felves 
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fdves their pratrons, it might be obferved, that their 
miferies would enforce oompaffion^ had they been 
brought upon them by honefty and religion. 

The wickednels of a loofe or profane author it 
more atrocious than that of the giddy libertine, or 
dmnken raviiher, not only becaufe it extends its 
effeOs wider, as a peftilence that taints the air is 
more deftrn&ive than poifon infofed in a draughty 
but becaufe it is committed with cool deliberation* 
By the inftancaneous violence of delire, a good man 
may fometimes be furprifed before reflexion can 
come to hfs refcue; when the appetites have 
ftrengthened their influence by habit, they are not . 
eafily refifted or fuppreffed } but for the frigid villany 
of ftudious lewdnefs, for the calm malignity of la- 
boured impiety, what apology can be invented? 
What punifliment can be adequate to the crime of 
him who retires to folitudes for the refinement of 
debauchery j who tortures his fancy, and ranfacks 
his memory, only that he may leave the world lefs 
virtuous than he found it; that he may intercept the 
hopes of the rifmg generation ; and fpread (hares 
for the foul with more dexterity? 

What were their motives, or what their excufes, 
IS below the dignity of reafpn to examine. If having 
extinguiflied in themfelves the diftindion of right 
and wrong, they were infenfible of the mifchief 
which they promoted, they dcfervcd to be hunted 
down by the general compafl, as no longer par^ 
taking of focial nature ; if influenced by the corrup- 
tion of patrons, or readers, they facrificed their 
own conviftions to vanity or intered, they were to 
be abhorred with more acrimony than he that mur* 

ders 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



42 THE RAMBLER. N^ 78. 

ders for pay; fince they committed greater crimes 
without greater temptations. 

Ofhimy to whom much is ghen^ much Jball be re^ 
quired. Thofe, whom God has favoured with fu- 
perior faculties, and made eminent for quicknefs 
of intuition, and accuracy of diftindions, will cer- 
tainly be regarded as culpable in his eye, for defers 
9nd deviations which, in fouls lefs enl^htene(i» may 
be guiltlefs, But, furely, none can think without 
horror on that man's conditio^, who has been more 
wicked in proportion as he had ipore means of ex- 
icelling^ in virtue, and ufed the light imparted from 
heaven only to embelUih fpUy, and Ihed luftre upoii 
frrimes* 



Numb. 78. SATURDAYy December 15, 1750, 

■ Mors fola foMur 

Qutmhdajint Kfominmn torpufctAt. Jvf. 

Death only this myfterious truth unfolds. 

The mighty foul how fmall a body holds. Dry d sir. 

I^ORPORAL fenfation is known to depend fo 
^^ much upon novelty, that cuftom takes away from 
many things their power of giving pieafure or pain. 
Thus a new' drefs becomes eafy by wearing it, and 
the palate is reconciled by degrees to diflies which at 
iirft difgufted it. That by long habit of carrying 
a burden, we lofe, in great part, our fenfibility of 
Its weight, any man may be convinced by putting 
on for an hour the armour of our anceftors j for he 
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wiU fcarcely believe that men would have had much 
inclination to marches and battles, encumbered and 
opprefled, as he will find himfelf, with the ancient 
panoply. Yet the heroes that over-run regions, and 
ftormed towns in iron accoutrements, he knows not 
to have been bigger, and has no reafon to imagino 
them ftronger than the prefent race of men; he there^ 
fore mud conclude, that their peculiar powers were 
conferred only by peculiar habits, and that their fa* 
piiliarity with the drefs of war enabled them to move 
in it with eafe, vigour, and agility. 

Yet it feems to be the condition of our prefent 
ftaie, that pain jQiould be more fixed and permanent 
than pleafure. Uneafmefs gives way by flow de^ 
grees, and is long before it quits its polfeilion of the 
fenfory; but all our gratifications are volatile, va- \ 
grants and eafily diffipated. The fragrance of the ^ 
jeflamine bow^r is loft after the enjoyment of a few 
momeutSj and the iTidian .wanders among his native 
fpices without any fenfe of their exhalations. It is* 
indeed, not neceflary to ihew by many inftances what 
all mankind confefs, by an inceffant call for variety, 
and reftlefs purfuit of enjoyments, which they value 
pnly becaufe unpoflefled. 

Something fimilar, or analogous, may be obferved 
in effeds produced immediately upon the mind ; no- 
thing can ftrongly ftrike or aflfefl us, but what is rare 
or fudden^ The moft important events, when they 
become familiar, are no longer confidered with won- 
der or folicitude, and that which at firft filled up our 
whole attention, ^nd left no place for any other 
thought, is foon thruft afide into fome remote rcpo- 
fitpry of the miad, and |ie3 among other lumber of 

the 
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the memory, overlooked and negleSed. Thus for 
the mind rcfembles the body, but here the fimilitude 
is at an end. 

The manner in which external force a6t$ upon 
the body is very little fubjeft to th« regulation of the 
will i no man can at pleaFure obttind or invigorate 
his fenfes, prolong the agency of any iuYpulfe, or 
continue the prefence of any image traced upon the 
y eye, or any found infufed into the ear. But our 
( ideas are more fubjef^ed to choice ; we can call them 
V before us, and command their ft ay, we can facilitate 
and promote their recurrence, we can either repreis 
their intrufion, or hailen their retreat. It is there* 
fore the buftnefs of wifdom and virtue, to feleft 
among numberlefs obje^ls ftriving for our notices 
ftich as may enable us to exalt our reafon, extend 
our views, and fecure our happinefs. But this choice 
IS to be made with very little regard to rarenefs or 
frequency ; for nothing is valuable merely becaufe it 
is either rare or common, but becaufe it is adapted 
to fome ufeful purpofe, and enables us to fupply 
ibme deficiency of our nature. 

Milton has judicioufly reprefented the father of 
mankind, as feized with horror and aftonifhment at 
the fight of death, exhibited to him on the mount 
of vifion. For furely, nothing can fo much diilurb 
the pailions, or perplex the intelleds of man, as the 
difruption of his union with vifible nature ; a fepara- 
tion from all that has hitherto delighted or engaged 
him ; a change not only of the place, but the man* 
ner of his being ; an entrance into a ftate not (imply 
which he knows not, but which perhaps he has not 
faculties to know j an immediate and perceptible com. 
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municatian wieh the fupreme Being, and, what is 
»boire ail diftrefsful and alarming, the final fenteace, 
and unalt«rable allotment. 

Yet we to whom the fliortnefs of Kfe has given 
frequent occations of contemplating mortality, can, 
i^thout emotion, fee generations of men pafs away, 
and are at lafure to eftablifh modes of forrow, and 
adjuft the ceremonial of death. We can look upon 
funeral pomp as a common fpeftacle in which we 
have no concern, and turn away from it to trifles and 
amufements, without dejedion of look, or inquie- 
tude of heart. 

It is, indeed, apparent from the conftitution of the 
world, that there muft be a time for other thoughts} 
and a perpetual meditation upon the tad hour, how- 
ever it may become the folitude of a monaftery, is 
inconfifteot with many duties of common life. But 
furely the remembrance of death ought to predomi- 
nate in our minds, as an habitual and fettled prin- 
ciple, always operating, though not always perceiv- 
ed ; and our attention fliould feldom wander fo far 
from our own condition, as not to be recalled and 
fixed by fight of an event, which muft foon, we 
know not how foon, happen likcwife to ourfelves, 
and of which, though we cannot appoint the time, 
we may fecure the confequcnce. 

Every inftance of death may juftly awaken our 
fears and quicken our vigilance, but its frequency 
fp much weakens . its effeft, that we are feldom 
alarmed unlefs fome clofe connexion is broken, fomc 
fcheme fruftrated, or fome hope defeated. Many 
therefore feem to pafs on from youth to decrepitude 
without any refleftion on the end of life, becaufe they 

2 are 
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are wholly involved within themfelvea; an^ look on 
others only as inhabitants of the common earth. 
Without any expeftation of receiving goods (wr inten« 
tion of beftowing it. 

Events, of which we confefs the importance* ex- 
cite little fenfibitity, unlefs they affe^ us more near- 
ly than as fharers in the common intereft of man- 
kind ; that defire which every man feels of being re- 
membered and lamented, is often mortified when we 
remark how little concern is caufed by the eternal 
departure even of thofe who have paffed their lives 
with public honours, and been diftinguiihed by ex« 
/ traordinary performances. It is not pofliUe to be 
regarded with tenderneCs except by a few. That 
merit which gives greatnefs and renown, difFufes its 
influence to a wide compafs^ but afts weakly oq 
every fmgle breaft ; it Js placed at a diftance from 
common fpe£tators, and ihines like one of the re- 
mote ftars, of which the light reaches us, .but not the 
heat. Th? wit, the hero, the philofopher, whom 
; their tempers or their fortunes have hindered from 
! intimate relations, die, without any other effeQ; than 
» that of adding a new topic to the converfation of 
^ the day. They imprefs none with any frelh convic- 
tion of the fragility of our nature, becaufe none had 
any particular, interefl in their lives, or was united to 
them by a reciprocation of benefits and endear- 
ments. 

Thus it often happens, that thofe who in their 

lives were applauded and admired, are laid at lafi: 

in the ground without the common honour of a 

* (lone; becaufe by thofe excellencies with which 

; many were delighted, none had been obliged, and 

though 
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though they had many to celebrate, they bad none to ' 
loTe thdm« 

Guftom fo far regulates the fentiments, at lead of 
common minds, that I belike men may be generally 
obfenred to grow leTs tender as they advance in age« 
He, who, when life was new, melted at the lofs of ^ 
every companion, can look in time, without cdn* 1 
cern, upon the grave into which his laft friend was / 
thrown, and into which himfelf is ready to fall ; not 
that he is more willing to die than formerly, but that 
he is more familiar to the death of others, and there- 
fore is not alarmed fo far as to confider how much 
nearer he approaches to his end. But this is to Tub- 
mit tamely to the tyranny of accident, and to fuflPer 
our reafon to lie ufelefs. Every funeral may juftly 
be confidered as a fummons to prepare for that ftate, 
into which it (hews us that we muft fome time enter ; 
and the fummons is more loud and piercing, as the 
event of which it warns us is at Icfs diftance. To 
negleft at any time preparation for death, is to fleep 
on our pod at a liege, but to omit it in old age, is to 
fleep at an attack. 

It has always appeared to me one of the mod ftrik- 
ing pafTages in the vifions of ^levedoj which ftig- 
matifes thofe as fools who complain that they failed 
of happinefs by fudden death. " How,*' fays he, 
** can death be fudden to a being who always knew 
*^ that he mud die, and that the time of his death was 
** uncertain ?*' 

Since bufinefs and gaiety are always drawing our 
attention away from a future ftate, fome admonition 
is frequently neceffary to recal it to our minds, and 
what can more properly renew the imprelfion than 

the 
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the examples of mortality which every day fupplies ?* 
The great incentive to virtue is the refleftion that we 
muft die ; it will therefore be ufefot to accuftom oar- 
felves, whenever we fee a funeral, to confider how 
foon we may be added to the number of thdfe whofe 
probation is paft, and whofe happinefs or mifery 
Ihali endure for ever. 



Numb. 79. Tuesday, December t8, 1750* 

Tatnfepe wfintm dedfi FahvMum^ quid 

JMSrarU, Auk ? Sender Swiu homo tiro eft* Makt* 

You wonder I've fo little wit ^ 

Friend John^ fo often to be bit*— 

None better guard againit a cheat 

Than he who is a kaave complete. F» Lewis. 

CUSPICION, however neceffary it may be 
to our fafe paflage through ways befet on all 
fides by fraud and malice, has been always con* 
iidered, when it exceeds the common meafures, as a 
token of depravity and corruption, and a Greek, 
writer of fentences has laid down as a ftanding maxim, 
that be who believes not another on bis oatb knows him* 
f elf to be perjured. 

We can form our opinions of that which we know 
not, only by placing it in comparifon with fome- 
tbing that we know ; whoever therefore is over*run 
with fufpicion, and deteds artifice and ftratagem in 
every propofal, muft either have learned by experi* 
ence or obfervation the wickednefs of mankind, and 
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been taught to avoid fraud by haring often fuflFere± 
or feen treachery, or he muft derive his judgment 
froin the confcioulhefs of his own difpoficion, and 
impute to others the fame inclinations, which he feels 
predominant in himfelf. 

To learn caution by turning our eyes upon life, 
and obferving the arts by which negligence is fur-* 
prized, timidity overborne, and credulity ^amufed, 
requires either great latitude of converfe and long 
acquaintance with buflnefs, or uncommon activity 
of vigilance, and acutenefs of penetration. When 
therefore a young man, not diftinguifhed by vigour 
of intelled, comes into the world full of fciuples and 
diffidence; makes a bargain with many provifional 
limitations; hefitates in his anfwer to a common 
queftion, left more (hould be intended than he can 
immediately difcover ; has a long reach in detecting 
the proje6ls of his acquaintance ; confiders every 
carefs as an a6t of hypocrify, and feels neither grati- 
tude nor affedion from the tendernefs of his friends^ 
becaufe he believes no one to have any real tender- 
nefs but for himfelf ; whatever expe£tations this early 
fagacity may raife of his future eminence or riches, I 
can feldom forbear to conlider him as a wretch inca- 
pable of generofity or benevolence, as a villain early 
completed beyond the need of common opportunities 
and gradual temptations. 

Upon men of this dais inllru&ion and admoni*^ 
tion are generally thrown away, becaufe they con* 
fider artifice and deceit as proofs of underftanding ; 
they are mifled at the fame time by the two great 
feducers of the world, vanity and intereft, and not 
only look upon thofe who a6l with opennefs and con- 

Vol. V. E fidence. 
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fkknee, a( condemAcd by their principles to obfcu- 
rtty and want, bat as contemptible for narrowneft 
of eomprehenfion, fhortnefs of tiews, and flownefs 
of contrivance* 

The world has been long amufed with the mention 
of poHcy in publick tranfa£ttons, and of art in private 
affah's; they have been confidered as the elk&s of 
great qualities, and as unattainable by men of the^ 
common level : yet I have not found many perform- 
ances either of art or poficy, that requhred fuch ftu-- 
pendous efforts of intelteA, of might not have bten 
eSeded by fatfehood and impudence, wkliout the 
afliftance of any other powers* To profefs what he 
does not mean, to promife what be cannot perform, 
(d flatter ambition with profpeds of promotion, and 
mifery with hopes of relief, to footh pride with ap- 
pearances of fubmifiion^ and appeafe enmity by h\m^ 
difhmenrs and bribes, can furely imply nothing moref 
OF grei^er than a mind devoted wholly to its emu 
purpofes, a face that cannot blufh, and a heart that 
cannot feel. 

TheFe pradices are fb mean and'bafe, that he who 
ikxids in hiqifelf no tendency to ufe them, cannot 
eaftly believe that they are eonHdered by others with 
tefs deteftation; he therefore fuflFers himfelf to flum* 
ber in faUe fecnrity, and becomes a prey to thofe whd> 
applaud their own fubtihy, becaufe they know how 
to fteal upon his fleqn ^^^d exult in the fuccefs which 
they coold never have obtained, had they not at- 
tempted a man better than themfelves, who was hin- 
dered from obviating their ftratagems> not by folly> 
but by innocence. 

Sufpicion 
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SaCfidotk fe, ifidced, a temper fo wieafy s(nd reft- 
fe6, that It is very juftly ippaintcd the concomitant 
of guilt. It is fmid, that tux torture is equal to the 
inhibitioa of ileep long continued ; a pain, to which 
the ftate of that man bears a tery exaft analogy, who 
dares never give reft to his vigilance and circumfpcc^ 
tion, but confiders bimfelf as furronnded by fecreC 
foes, and fears to entruft his children, or his friend^ 
with the fecret that throbs in his breaft, and the 
anxieties that break into has face. To avoid, at th«i 
expence, thofe evils to which eafinefs aAd friendfliip 
might have expofed him, is furdy to buy fafetyas 
too dear a rate, and in the langiaage of the Roman 
fatirift, to &ve life by lofmg all for which a* wife mao 
would live. 

When in the diet of the German empire, as Co* 
merarius relates, the princes were once difplaymff 
their felicity, and each boafting the advantages of hii 
own dominions, one who poiTeflfed a country not re^ 
markable for the grandeur of its cities, or the ferti- 
lity of its foil, rofe to fpeak, and the reft liftened 
between pity and contempt, till he declared, in ho« 
Boar of his territories, that he could travel through 
them withont a guard, and if he was weary, fleep in 
bfety upon the lap of the firft man whom he fliould 
meet; a commendation which would have been ill ex«« 
changed for the boaft of palaces, paftures, or ftrearos. 

Sufpicion is not lets an enemy to virtue than to 
bappinefs; he that is already corrupt is naturally 
(iifpicioos, and he that becomes fufpictoiis will quickly 
be corm^ k is ttK> connnon for us to learn thd 
frauds by which ourfelves have fuffered; men whd 
are once perfuaded that deceit will be employed 

£ 2 agaiaft 
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agakift them, fometimes think the fame arts juftified 
by the neceflity of defence. Even they whole virtue 
is too well eftabliflied to give way to example, or be 
ihaken by fophiftry, muft yet feel their love of man- 
kind diminiflied with their efteem, and grow lefe 
zealous for the happinefs of thofe by whom they 
imagine their own happinefs endangered. 

Thus we find old age, upon which fufptcicHi has 
been ftrongly impreffed by long intercourfe with the 
world, inflexible and fevere, not eafily foftened by 
fubmiilion, melted by complaint, or fubdued by fup-P 
plication. Frequent experience of counterfeited mi- 
feries, and diiTembled virtue, in time overcomes that 
difpofition to tendernefs and fympathy, which is fo 
powerful in our younger years, and they that hap- 
pen to petition the old for compaflion or af&ftance, 
are doomed to languiih without regard, and fuffer 
for the crimes of men who have formerly been found 
undeferving or ungrateful. 

Hiflorians are certainly chargeable with the depra* 
vation of mankind, when they relate without cenfure 
thofe ftratagems of war by which the virtues of an 
enemy are engaged to his deftruftion. A (hip comes 
before a port, weather-beaten and fliattered, and the 
crew implore the liberty of repairing their breaches, 
lupplying themfelves with neceffaries, or burying 
their dead. The humanity of the inhabitants inclines 
them to confent, the ftrangers enter the town with 
weapons concealed, fall fuddenly upon their bene- 
fadlors, deftroy thofe that make refiftance, and be- 
come mafters of the place ; they return home rich 
with plunder, and their fuccefs is recorded to encou-^ 
rage imitadon. 

But 
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But furely var has its laws, and ought to be con- 
duced with fome regard to the univerfal intereft of 
Qian« Thofe may juftly be purfued as enecmes 10 the. 
community of nature, who fuffer hoflility to vacate 
the unalterable laws of right, and purfue their private 
advantage by means, which, if once eftablifhed, muft 
deftroy kindnefs, cut oflF from every man all hopes 
of affiftance from another, and fill the world with 
perpetual fufpicion and implacable malevolence. 
Whatever is thus gained ought to be reftored, and 
thofe who have conquered by fuch treachery may be 
juftly denied the proteftion of their native country. 

Whoever commits a fraud is guilty not only of the 
particular injury to him whom he deceives, but of the 
diminution of that confidence which conftltutes not 
onlytheeafe but the exiftence of fociety. He that- 
fufim by impofture has too often his virtue more .lirii-' 
paired than his fortune. But as it is neceffary not to 
invite robbery by fupinenefs, fo it is our duty not to 
fupprefs tendernefs by fufpicion ; it is better to fuffer 
wrong than" to do it, and happier to be forrteHmeg 
(:h^te4 than not to truft. 
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Numb* 8o* Saturday, December ai, 1750, 

. Silv£ lahorantes ' ^0¥^ 

BehoI4 yoB mouatnin's hoary hdgfat| 

M^de higher with new mounts of fnow ^ 
Again behold the winter's weight 
/ Opprcfs the lab'rlog woods below. J&rypbk- 

/ A S providence has Ri^e the humaii foul an adivis 

/ . being, always impatient for novdty, and itrug- 

/ glk^g »fpr fproething yet ynenjoyed with U0w^ne4 

pirogreifipfis the world feem$ to have been eminfintl]^ 

^apted to this difpofition of the mind ; it ia fctiofid 

tp rafle expe^ations bj conftant yiciDitudip&9 aii4tQ 

\ pbviate fatiety by perpetual change* 

Wherever we turn our eye8, vtt find fom^tl^ing tQ 
revive our curiofity, and engage our attenpOQ. ]j| 
the duik of the morning we watqh the tifi^g of t\\$ 
fun, and fee the day diverfify the clouds, ^d ppei| 
new profpe£t$ in its gradual advance. After a few 
hours, we fee the (hades' lengthen, and the light de- 
cline, till the iky is refigned to a multitude of (hin- 
ing orbs different from each other in magnitude and 
fplendour. The earth varies its appearance as we 
move upon it; the woods offer their ihades, and the 
fields their harvefts; the hill flatters with an extenfive 
view, and the valley invites with ihelter, fragrance, 
and flowers. 

The poetff have numbered among the felicities of 
the golden age, an exemption from the change of 

feafons. 
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fttfoBS, and a perpemity of fpring ; but I am not 
certain that in this ftate of imaginary happiiieft ibejr 
have made fufficient provifion for that infatiable de- 
mand of new gratifications^ which feems particularly 
to c!iaradieri;te the nature of mann Our fcnfe of 
delight 18 in a great meafure comparative, and ari£^ 
at once from the feniations which we feel, and thofe 
which we remember: Thus eafe after torment it 
pleafure for a time, and we are very agreeably re^ 
created, when the body, chilled with the weather^ 
is gradually recovering its natural tepidity ; but the 
joy ceafes when we hav0 forgot the cold c we muft 
foil below eafe again, if we define to rife above it» 
and purchafe new felicity by voluntary pain^ * It if 
thereifore not unlikely, that however the fancy may 
be amulied with the defcription of regions in which 
110 wind is heard but the gentle zephyr, aad no 
iicenes are difplayed but vallies enameUed with uo^ 
lading flowers, and woods waving their perennial 
;verdiire, we fiiould foon grow weary of umformity^ 
find our thoughts languifli for want of other fubf 
jeds, caU on heaven for our wonted roand of lear 
fons,. and think ourfelves liberally reeompenffd Sot 
the inconvenioicies of fummer and winter, by ^W 
perceptions of the cahnn^fs an^ nuldneis of tbe in^ 
termednite variations, 

Every ieafon has its particular power of ft^i^tking 
the mind. The nakednds and afperity of the wintry 
world always fills the beholder with penfive and pTQf 
ibitod aftoni(bment ; «« th^ variety of the (i^ene iy 
lefiened, its grandeur is increafed ^ and the mind i$ 
(welled at ofice by the mingled ideas of the prefent 
avd the yaft, of the beauties wfai<^h hs^^e vs^nifhed 
'. : £4 fiofli 
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from the ^yes^ and the wafte and defolatioa that 9r« 
now before them. 

It is obierved by Milton^ that he who negleds to 
Tifit the country in ipring, and rejeds the pleafores 
that are then in their firft bloom and fragrance, is 
guilty of fullennefs again/i nature. If we allot difr 
ferent duties to different feafons, he may be charge4 
with equal difobedience to the .vqice of nature, who 
looks on the bleak hills and leaflefs woods, without 
fertoufnefs and awe. Spring is the feafon of gaiety, 
and winter of terror ; in fpring the heart of tranquil 
lity dances to the melody of the groves, and the eye 
of benevolence fparkles at the fight of happinefs and 
plenty : In the winter, compaiBon melts at univerfal 
calamity, and the tear of foftnefs ftarts at the wailing^ 
of hunger, and the cries of the creation in diftrefs. 

Few minds have much inclination to indulge 
lieavinels and forrow, nor do I recommend them 
beyond the degree neceflary to maintain in its full 
vigour that habitual fympathy and tendernefs, which, 
ia a world of fo much mifery, is neceflary to the 
ready difcharge of our nioft important duties. The 
winter therefore is generally celebrated as the proper 
feafon for domeftic merriment and gaiety. We 
are feldom invited by the votaries of pleaTure to look 
abroad for any other purpofe, than that we may 
Ibrink back with more fatis&£lion to our coverts, 
and when we. have heard the. howl of the tempeft, 
and felt the gripe of the frod, congratulate each 
other with more gladnefs upon a clofe room, an eafy 
chair, a large fire, and a fmoaking dinper. 
* Winter brings natural inducements to jollity and 
conver&tion. Differences, we know,- are never fo e^ 
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fe£tually laid afieep, as by fome common calamity x 
An enemy unites ail to whom he threatens danger. 
The rigour of winter brings generally to the fam« 
fire-fide, thofe, who, by the oppofition of inclina* 
tions, or difference of employment, moved in van* 
ous directions through the other parts of the year ; 
and when they have met, and find it their mutual * 
intereft to remain together, they endear each other 
by mutual compliances, and often wifh for the con^i^ 
tinuance of the focial feafon, with all its bleaknefs 
and all its feverities. 

To the men of fludy and imagination the winter 
is generally the chief time of labour. Gloom and 
filence produce compofure of mind, and concentra. 
tion of ideas ; and the privation of external pleafure 
naturally caufes an effort to find entertainment 
within. This is the time in which thofe, whom 
literature enables to find amufements for themfelves, 
have more than common conviftions of their own 
happinefs. When they are condemned by the ele- 
ments to retirement, and debarred from moft of the 
diverfioQS which are called in to aflift the flight of 
time, they pan find new fubjefts of enquiry, and pre- 
ferve themfelves from that wearinefs which hangs 
always flagging upon the vacant mind. 

It cannot indeed be expefted of all to be poets and 
philofophers ; it is neceflary that the greater part of 
mankind fhould be employed in the ipinute bufinefs 
of common life ; jninute, indeed, not if we confider 
ijs influence upon our happinefs, but if we refpeft 
the abilities requifite to condu£k it. Thefe muft 
neceflarily be more dependent on accident for the 
means of fpending agreeably thofe hours which their 

1 occupations 
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occupations leave unengaged, or nature obliges theni 
to allow to rdaxation. Yet e? en on chefe I would 
willingly imprefs fuch a fenfe of the value of time, as 
may incline them to find out for their carelefs hours 
amufements of more ufe and dignity than the com* 
mon games, which not only weary the mind without 
improving it, but ftrengthen the pailions of envy and 
avarice, and often lead to fraud and to profufion, to 
corruption and to ruin. It is unworthy of a reafoib- 
able being to fpend any of the little time allotted us, 
without fomc tendency,' either dirndl or oblique, to 
^ the end of our exiftence. And though every moment 
cannot be laid out on the formal and regular imr 
provement of our knowledge, or in th^ ftated praCr 
ttce of a moral or religious duty, yet npne ibould be 
fo fpent as to exclude wifdom or virtue, or pafs with* 
put pofBbility of qualifymg us more or tefs for ^p 
better employment of thofe which are to come. 

It is fcarcely poffible to pafs an hour in boneft qon- 
verfation, without being able, when we rife from it^ 
to pleafe ourfelves with having given or received 
fome advantages; but a man may (huffle cards, or 
rattle dice, from noon to midnight, without tracing 
any new idea in his mind, or being able to recoiled 
the day by any other token than his gain or lofs, and 
It confufed remembrance of agitated paOIons, and 
clamorous altercations. 

However, as experience is of more weight than 
precept, any of my readers who are contriving how to 
fpend the dreary months before them, may confider 
which of their paft amufements fills them now witih 
the greateft fatisfa&ion^ and refolve to repeat thof^ 
gratifications of which ^le pleafute is moft durable^ 
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PifciU J^fiitimn wwniti ■ »■« ViHOi 

Hear, and be juft. 

A MONO qucftions which have been difcuffed 
* ^ without any approach to dedHon, may be numl 
bered the precedency or fuperior excellence of one 
irirtue to another, which has long fiimifhed a fubjed 
of difpute to men whofe leifure fent them out into 
the intelledual world in fearch of employment, and 
who have, perhaps, been fometimes withheld from 
the praftice of their favourite duty, by zeal for its 
advancement, and diligence in its celebration. 

The intricacy of this difpute may be alleged as a 
proof of that tendemefs for mankind which provi- 
(dence has, I think, univerfally difplayed, by making 
attainments eafy in proportion as they are neceflary. 
That all the duties of morality ought to be pradHred, 
is without diiEculty difcoverable, becaufe ignorance 
or uncertainty would immediately involve the world 
in confufion and diftrefs ; but which duty ought to 
be moft efteemed, we may continue to debate, with- 
out inconvenience, fo all be diligently performed 
)K there is opportunity or need : for upon pra6tice, 
not upon opinion, depends the happinefs of man- 
kind J and controverfies, merely fpecuhitive, are of 
tmall importance in themfelves, however they may 
Jiave fometimes heated a difputant, or provoked a 
&Abn^ 

Of 
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Of the divine author of our religion it is impof- 
fible to perufe the evangelical hiftories, without ob- 
ferving how little he favoured the vanity of inquifi- 
uvenefs ; how much more rarely he condefcended to 
fatisfy curiofity, than to relieve diftrefs; and how 
much he defired that his followers (hould rather ex* 
eel in goodnefs than in knowledge. His precepts 
tend immediately to the reftification of the moral 
principles, and the dire^ion of daily condti^, with- 
out oftentation, without art, at once irrefragable and 
plain, fuch as well-meaning fimplicity may readily 
conceive, and of which we cannot miftake the m^an* 
ing, but when we are afraid to find it. 

The meafure of juflice prefcribed to us, in our 
tranfadions with others, is remarkably clear and 
comprehenfive : Whatfoever y^ would that menjhould 
do unto youy even fo do unto them. A law by which 
jsvery claim of right may be immediately .adjufled 
as far as the private confcience requires to .bQ inform* 
ed ; a law, of which every man may find the expofi-r 
tjon in his own breaft, and which may always be ob^ 
ferved without any other qualifications than honefly 
of intention, and purity of wilL 

Over this law, indeed, Ibme fons of fophiftry 
have been fubtle enough to throw mifts, \vhich havq 
darkened their own eyes. To perplex this univer* 
fal principle, they have enquired whether a man> 
confcious to himfelf of unreafonable wiflies, be 
bound to gratify them in another. But furely there 
needed no long deliberation to conclude, that thd 
defires, which are to be conlidered by us as the 
meafure of right, muft.be fugh a^ we approve, 
and that we ought to pay no regard to thofc ex- 
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pe£brions in others which we condenlQ in oAr^^ 
felves, and which, however they may intrude ufoa 
our imagination, we know it our duty to refift and 
fupprefs. 

One of the mod celebrated cafes which have been 
produced as requiring fome ikill in the diredion of 
confcience to adapt them to this great rule, is that of 
a criminal a(king mercy of his judge, who cannot 
but know, that if he was in the (late of the fuppU* 
cant, he (hould defire that pardon which he now de- 
nies. The difficuhy of this fophifm will vaniih, if 
we remember that the parties are, in reality, on one 
fide the criminal, and on the other the community, 
of which the magiftrate is only the minifter, and by 
which he is intruded with the publick fafety. The 
magiftrate, therefore, in pardoning a man unworthy 
of pardon, betrays the truil with which he is in- 
veiled, gives away what is not his own, and, appa- 
rently, does to others what he would not that others 
fliould do to him. Even the community, whofe 
right is ftill greater to arbitrary grants of mercy, is 
bound by thofe laws which regard the great repub* 
lick of mankind, and cannot juftify fuch forbearance 
as may promote wickednefs, and leiTen the general 
confidence and fecurity in which all have an equal 
intereft, and which all are therefore bound to main- 
tain. For this reafon the (late has not a right to 
ereft a general fanftuary for fugitives, or give protec- 
tion to fuch as have forfeited their lives by crimes 
againd the laws of common morality equally ac- 
knowledged by all nations, becaufe no people can, 
without infraction of the univerfal league of fociai 

beings. 
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beings, incite, bf profpcfts df impuftity and fafety; 
tbofe pradfees in another doniini<Hi, which thef 
mmld themfeltes punifti in their own. 

One occafion of uncertainty and hefitation, in 
thde by whom this great rule has been commented 
and dilated, is the confufion of what the exz&et ca* 
iiiifts are careful to diftinguifl), de^ts of jufike and 
debts (febarity. The immediate and primary inten. 
tion of tbis precept, is to eftabliih a rule of juftice, 
and I know not >^etbcr iuTention, or fophiftry, can 
fiart a fingle difficuky to retard its application, when 
il is thus eaq)refled and explained, let ewry man 
uUow^ the claim ef right in another^ whieb he Jhould 
think bimfelf entitled to make in the like circum/lances. 

The difcharge of the debts ef charitf^ or duties 
which we owe to others, not merely as required by 
juitice, but as dilated by benevolence, admits in' 
its own nature greater complication of circumilances, 
and greater latitude of choice. Juftice is indtfpen-^ 
lably and univerfally neceffary, and what is necef- 
&ry muft always be limited, uniform, and didinft. 
But beneficence, though in general equally enjoined 
by our religion, and equally needful to the concilia- 
tion of the divine favour, is yet, for the mofl part^ 
with regard to its fmgle afts, eleftive and voluntary* 
We may certainly, without injury to our fellow- 
beings, allow in the diflribution of kindnefs fomething 
to our aflFeftions, and change the meafure of our libe- 
rality, according to. our opinions and profpeds, our 
hopes and fears. This rule therefore is not equally 
determinate and abfolute with refpeft to offices of 
kindnefs, and ads of liberality, becaufe liberality 

and 
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and kifidnefs, abfolutely determined^ would lofe their' 
nature ; for bow could we be called tender, or cha* 
ritable, for giving that which we are pofitivefy for- 
bidden to withhold ? 

Yet even in adjufting the extent of ouf benefit 
oeckce no other roeafure can be taken than this pre* 
cept affords us> for we can only know what others . 
fuffer for want, by conHdering how we (hould be af- 
feded in the fame ftate ; nor can we prop9rtion our '. 
adfiftapce by any other rule than that of doing what . 
we (hould then exped from others. It indeed gene- 
ftttly happens that the giver and receiver differ in 
their opinions of generofity ; the fame partiality to 
his own intereft inclines one to large expe&ations, [ 
and the other to fparing diftributions. Perhaps tl)e 
infirmity of human nature will fcarcely fuffer a m^n 
groaning under the preffure of diftrefs, to judge ' 
rightly of the kindnefs of his friends, or think they ' 
have done enough tilt his deliverance is completed; 
not therefore what we might wi(h, but what we 
could demand from others, we are obliged to grant, 
fince, though we can eafily know how much we 
might claim, it is impoflible to determine what we 
ibould hope. ' 

But in all enquiries concerning the pradice of vo- 
luntary and pccafional virtues, it is fafeft for mmds 
not oppreffed with fuperftitious fears to determine 
againft their own inclinations, and fecure themfelves 
from deficiency, by doing more than they believe 
ilri£Uy neceffary. For of this every man may be 
certain, that, if he were to exchange conditions with 
his. dependent, he ihould expe£t more than, with 
the tttmoft exevtioa of his ardour, he now will pre- 
vail 
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vail upon himfelf to perform ; and when rcafon hat 
no fettled rule, and our paffions are ftriving to mif- 
lead us, it is furely the part of a wife man to err oa 
the fide of fafety- 



Numb. 82. Satui(day, l)ecember 2()^ I75<3« 

Omnia Caftot ahiujujiet ut omnia ^enJat. MARt. 

HVho buys without difcretiony buys to felf. 

To the RAMBLER. 
SIR, 

IT will not be neceffary to folicit your good-will 
"* by any formal preface, when I have informed 
yon, that I have long been known as the moft la- 
borious and zealous virtuofo that the prefent age has 
had the honour of producing, and that inconvenien* 
cies have been brought upon me by an unextinguiih* 
able ardour of curiofity, and an unfhaken perfever* 
ance in the acquifition of the produdions of art and 
nature. 

It was obferved, from my entrance into the world, 
that I had fomething uncommon in my difpofition, 
and that there appeared in me very early tokens of 
fuperior genius. I was always an enemy to trifles ; 
the playthings which my mother beftowed upon mc 
I immediately broke, that I might difcover thd me- 
thod of their ftrudure, and the caufes of their mo- 
tions ; of all the toys with which children are de- 
lighted 
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lighted I yahied only my coral^ and as foon as I could 
ipeak^ aiked» like Pitrefc^ innumerable quefttona 
vfiich the maids about me could not refolve. As I 
grew older I was more thoughtful and ferious, and 
iaftead of amofing myfelf with puerfle diverfionst 
made c<^ledions of natural rarities^ and never walk« 
6d into the fields without Bringing home ftones of re* 
■u^kable forms^ or inleds of fome uncommon fpecies. 
I never entered an old faoufe, from which I cUd not 
take away the painted gla&i and often lamented that 
I was not one of that happy generation who dem,o« 
liflied the convents and mcmafteries, and broke win* 
dows by law. 

Being thus early poflfefled by a tafte ibr foltd 
kfiowledge, I pafied my youth with very little dif* 
turbaoce from paifions and appetites; and having 
no pleafure in the company of boys and girls, who 
talked of plays, politidcs, feiifabns, or love, I car« 
rted on my enquiries widi inceflant diligence, and 
bad amafled more ftones, mofies, and fhells, than vt 
to be found in many celebrated coUedions, at an ag6 
in which the greateft part of young men are ftudy- 
ing under tutors, or endeavouring to recommend 
tbemielves to nodce by their drefs, their air, and 
dieir levities. 

When I was two and twenty years old, I be- 
tettie, by the death of my father, poffdOkd of a 
fmall eftate in land, M4th a very large fum of 
money in the publick funds, and muft confefs that I 
did not much lament him, for he was a man of mean 
parts, bent rather upon growing rich than wife. He 
oti^e fretted at the expence of oAly ten {hillings^ 
w^hich he happened to overtiear me otfbring for thef 

Vol. V. F fting 
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fting of a hornet, tbeugh it was a cold moifl: fummer, 
in which very few hornets had been feen. He often 
recommended to me the ftudy of phyfick, in which, 
faid he, you may at once gratify your curiofity after 
natural hiftory, and increafe your fortune by benefit- 
ing mankind. I heard him, Mr. Ramblerj with 
pity, and as there was no profpeft of elevating a mind 
formed to grovel, fuffered him to pleafe himfelf with 
hoping that I fhould fome time follow his advice. 
For you know that there are men, with whom, when 
they have once fettled a notion in their heads, it is 
to very little purpofe to difpute. 

Being now left wholly to my own inclinations, I 
Very foon enlarged the bounds of my curiofity, and 
contented myfelf no longer with fuch rarities as re- 
quired only judgment and induflry, and when once 
found, might be had for nothing. I now turned 
my thoughts to Exoticks and Antiques^ and became 
fo well known for my generous patronage of inge- 
nious men, that my levee was crowded with vifitants, 
fome to fee my mufeum, and others to increafe its 
treafures, by felling me whatever they had brought 
from other countries. 

I had always a contempt for that narrownefs of 
conception, which contents itfelf with cultivating 
fome fmgle corner of the field of fcience; I took 
the whole region into my view, and wifhed it of yet 
greater extent. But no man's power can be equal to 
his will. I was forced to proceed by flow degrees, 
and to purchafe what chance or kindnefs happened 
to prefent. I did not however proceed without fome 
defign, or imitate the indifcretion of thofe, who be- 
gin a thoufand collections, and finifh none. Having 

been 
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been always a lover of geography, I determined to 
collect the maps drawn in the rude and barbarous 
times, before any regular furveys, or juft obferya- 
tions ; and have, at a great ezpence, brought toge- 
ther a volume, in which, perhaps, not a fingle coun- 
try is laid down according to its true (ituation, and by 
which, he that defires to know the errors of the an- 
cient geographers may be amply informed* 

But my ruling paffion is patriotifm : my chief care 
has been to procure theprodufts of our own country; 
and as Alfred received the tribute of the Welch in 
wolves' heads, I allowed my tenants to pay their 
rents in butterflies, till I had exhaufted the papilio- 
naceous tribe. I then direfted them to the purfuit 
of other animals, and obtained, by this eafy method, 
moft of the grubs and infefts, which land, air, or 
water can fupply. I have three fpecies of earth- 
worms not known to the naturalifts, have difcovered 
a new ephemera, and can (hew four wafps that were 
taken torpid in their winter quarters, I have, from 
my own ground, the longeft blade of grafs upon re- 
cord, and once accepted, as a half year's rent for a 
field of wheat, an ear containing more grains thaa ' 
had been feen before upon a fingle item. 

One of my tenants fo much negleded his own 
intereft, as to fupply me, in a whole fummer, with 
only two horfe-flies, and thofe of little more than 
the common fize; and I was upon the brink of 
fdzing for arrears, when his good fortune threw a 
white mole in his way, for which he was not only 
forgiven, but rewarded* 

Thefe, however, were petty acquifitions, and 
made at fmall expence; nor fliould I have ventured 

Fa to 
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to rank myfelf among the virtuofi without bettef 
clahns. I have fii£fered oothing worthy the regard 
of a wife man to eficape my notice: I have ran« 
lacked the old and the new world, and been equally 
attentive to paft ages and the prelent. For the illu& 
tration of ancient hiftory^ I can fhew a marble, of 
which the inicripdon, though it is not now legil^et 
appears, from feme broken remans of the letters, to 
have been Tufcan, and therefore probably engraved 
before the foundation of Rome. I have two pieces 
of porphyry found among the ruins of Ephefusy and 
three letters broken off by a learned traveller from 
the monuments of Perfipalis; a piece of (lone which 
paved the Areopaffis of Atbem^ and a plate without 
figures or chara&ers, which was found at Corinth^ 
and which I therefore believe to be that metal which 
was once valued before gold. I have (and gathered 
out of the Gr aniens; a fragment of Trig an* $ bridge 
over the Danube ; fome of the mortar which cemented 
the watercourfe of Tarqmn ; a horfefhoe broken on 
the Flaminian way; and a turf with five daiiies dug 
&om the field of P bar/alia. 

I do not wiih to raife the envy of unfuccefsful 
coUeclors, by too pompous a difplay of my fcien- 
tifick wealth, but cannot forbear to obferve, that 
there are few regions of the globe which are not ho^ 
noured with fome memorial in my cabinets* The 
Perfian monarchs are laid to have boafted the great* 
ae& of their empire^ by being ferved at their tablea 
with drink from the Ganges and the Danube: I can 
fhew one vial, of which the water was formerly aa 
icicle on the crags of Caucafusf and another that con- 
tains what once was ihow on the top of Atlas ; in a 
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third is dew briiflied from a banana in the gardens of 
Jfpaban; and, in another, brine that has rolled in- 
the Pacifick ocean. I flatter myfelf that I am writ- 
ing to a man who will rejoice at the honoar which 
my labours have procured to my country; and 
therefore I fhali tell you that Britain can, by my 
care, boaft of a Ihail that has crawled upon the wall 
ci China i a humming bird which an American prin- 
cefs wore in her ear; the tooth of an elephant who 
carried the .queen of Siam ; the ikin of an s^e that 
was kept in the palace of the great mogul ; a ribboa 
that adorned one of the maids of a Turkijb fultana ;* 
and a fcymitar once wielded by a foldier of Abas the 
great. 

In coUeAing antiquities of every country, I have 
been careful to choofe only by intrinfick worth, 
and real ufefulnefs, without regard to party or opi- 
mom. I have therefore a lock of CramwelPg hair 
in a box turned from a piece of the royal oak; and 
keep in the fame drawers, fand fcraped from the 
coffin of king Rjcbard^ and a commiffion figned by 
Henry the feventh, I have equal veneration for the 
ruSE of Elizabeth and the fhoe of Mary of Scotland; 
and ihould lofe, with like ^regret, a tobacco-pipe of 
Raleigh^ and a ftirrup of king James. I have paid 
the fame price for a gloVe of Lewisj and a thimble 
of queen Mary ; for a fur cap of the Czar^ and a boot 
of Charles of Sweden* 

Tou will eafily imagine that thefe accumulations 
were not made without fome diminution of my for- 
tune, for I was fo well known to fpare no cod, that 
at every fale fome bid againft me for hiie, fome 
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for fporty and fome for malice; and if I afked the 
price of any thing, it was fufficient to double the 
demand. For curiofity, trafficking thus with ava^ 
rice, the wealth of India bad not been enough; and 
I, by little and little, transferred all my money from 
the funds to my clofet : here I was inclined to ftop, 
and live upon my eftate in literary leifure, but 
the fale of the Harleian colleftion fhook my refolu- 
tion: I mortgaged my land and purchafed thirty 
xnedals, which I could never find before. I have at 
length bought till I can buy no longer, and the 
cruelty of my creditors has feized my repofitory ; I 
am therefore condemned to difperfe what the labour 
of an'age will not reaflemble. I fubmit to that ^hich 
cannot be oppofed, and (hall, in a fhort time, declare 
a faie. I have, while it is yet in my power, fent you 
a pebble, picked up by Tavernier on the banks of 
the Ganges ; for which I defire no other recbmpence 
than that you will recommend my catalogue to the 
publick. 

QUISQUILIUS* 
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Numb. 83. Tuesday; January i, 1751. 

Nifi uAke/l quod facuujiuba eft gloria. Ph/ed* 

AH itfelefs fcience is an empty boalL 

THE publication of the letter in my lad paper 
has naturally led me to the confideracion of 
thirft after curiofities, which often draws con« 
tempt and ridicule upon itfelf, but which is perhaps 
no otherwife blameable, than as it wants thofe cir- 
cumftantial recommendations which add luftre even 
to moral excellencies, and are abfolutely necellary to 
the grace and beauty of indifferent a£Uons. 

Learning confers fo much fuperiority on thofe who 
pofFefs it, that they might probably have efcaped all 
cenfure had they been able to agree among them* 
felves; but as envy and competition have divided 
the republick of letters into fadions, they have ne- 
gleded the common intereft; each has called in 
foreign aid, and endeavoured to flrengthen his own 
caufe by the frpwn of power, the hifs of ignorance, 
and the clamour of popularity. They have all en- 
gaged in feuds, till by mutual hoflilities they de* 
moliihed thofe outworks which veneration had raifed 
for their fecurity, and expofed themfelves to barba- 
rians, by whom every region of fcience is equally 
laid wafte. 

Between men of different ftudies and profeffions, 
may be obferved a conftant reciprocation of re- 
proaches. The collector of fhells and itones, derides 
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the folly of him who paftes leaves and flowers upon 
paper, pleafes himfelf with colours that are percepti« 
bly fading, and amafles with care what cannot be 
preferved. The hunter of infeds (lands amazed 
that any man can wade his fliort time upon lifelefs 
matter, while many tribes of animals yet want their 
hiftory. Every one is inclined not only to promote 
bis own ftudy, but to exclude all others from regard, 
and having heated hir imagination with ibme fa- 
vourite purfuit, wonders that the reft of mankind 
are not feized with the fame paffion. 

There are, indeed, many fubjefts of ftudy which 
leem but remotely allied to ufelul knowledge, and 
€kf little importance to happinels or virtues nc»r is it 
cafy to forbear fome (allies of merriment, or ezpreC 
fions of pity, when we ibe a man wrinkled with at* 
tention, and emaciated with folidtude, in the invefti* 
gation of queftions, of which, without vifible incon- 
venience, the world may expire in igncH'ance. Yet 
it is dangerous to difcourage well-intended labours^ 
or innocent curiofity; for he who is employed in 
fearches, which by any dedu&ion of confequences 
tend to the benefit of life, is furely laudable, in com* 
parifon of thole who fpend their time in countera£t« 
ing happinefs, and filling the world with wrong and 
danger, confufion and remorfe. No man can per- 
form fo little as not to have reafbn to congratulate 
bimfelf on his merits, when he beholds the multi^ 
tudes that live in total idlenefs, and have never yet 
endeavoured to be ufefuL 

It is impoilible to determine the limits of enqyiry, 
or to forefee what confequences a new difcovery may 
produce. Hfi who fufiers not his £u:ulties to lie 

torpid^ 
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tofpidy has a dumce, whatever be his employment^ 
of dcnng good to kis fellow-creatures. The mail 
diac firft ranged the woods in fearch of medicinal 
jprings^ or climbed the moontains for falutary pianu, 
has undoubtedly merited the gratitude of pofterity, 
how much foever his frequent mifcariiages might ex« 
die the jlcora of his cotemporaries. If what appears 
little be univerfally defpifed, nothing greater can be 
attained, for all that is great was at firft little, and 
rofe to its i^efent bulk by gradual accefiions, and 
accumuhted labours. 

Thofe who lay out time or money in aflembling 
Blatter for contemplation, are doubtlefs entitled to 
fome degree of refpeft, though in a flight of gaiety it 
be eafy to ridicule their treafure, or in a fit of fuU 
lena^s to defpife it. A man who thinks only on 
the particular objed before him, goes not away 
much illuminated by having enjoyed the privilege of 
handling the tooth of a fhark, or the paw of a white 
bear ; yet there is nothmg more worthy ot admira- 
tion to a philofophical eye than the flrudure of 
animals, by which they are qualified to fiipport life 
in the elements or climates to which they are appro^ 
priated $ and of all natural bodies it mull be gene« 
rally confefled, that they exhibit evidences of in- 
finite wifdom, bear their teflimony to the fupreme 
reafon, and excite in the mind new raptures of grati- 
^de, and new incentives to piety. 

To collect the produ&ions of art, and examples 
pf mechanical fdence or manual ability, is unquef- 
tionably ufeful, even when the things themfelves are 
q( finall importance, becaufe it is always advantage** 
ous to know how far the human powers have pro- 

ceeded, 
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ceeded, and how much experience has found to be' 
mthin the reach of diligence. Idlenefs and timidity 
often defpair without being overcome, and forbear 
attempts for fear of being defeated; and we may pro- 
mote the invigoration of faint endeavours, by (hew- 
ing what has been already performed. It may fome- 
times happen that the greateft efforts of ingenuity 
have been exerted in trifles ; yet the fame principles 
and expedients may be applied to more valuable pur* 
pofes, and the movements, which put into adion 
machines of no ufe but to r^ife the wonder of igno- 
rance, may be employed to drain fens, oi; manufac- 
ture metals, to aflUft the archited, or preferye the* 
failor. 

For the utenfils, arms, or dreffes of foreign na« 
tions, which make the greateft part of many collec- 
tions, I have little regard when they are valued only 
becaufe they are foreign, and can fuggeft no im- 
provement of our own praftice. Yet they are not 
all equally ufelefs, nor can it be always fafely deter* 
mined which fhould be rejedled or retained : for 
they may fometimes unexpectedly contribute to the 
illuftration of hiftory, and to the knowledge of the 
natural commodities of the country, or of the genius 
and cuftoms of its inhabitants. * 

Rarities there are of yet a lower rank, which owe 
their worth merely to accident, and which can cou^ 
vey no information, nor fatisfy any rational defire.* 
Such are many fragments of antiquity, as urns and 
pieces of pavement ; and things held in veneration 
only for having been once the propeijty of fome 
eminent perfon, as the armour of King Aettry ; or 
for having been ufed on fome remarkable occafion, as 

the 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



irS3- THE RAMBLER. 75 

the lantern of Guy Faux. The lofs or prefervation. 
of thefe feems to be a thing indifferent, nor can I 
perceive why the poffeilion of them ihould be co- 
veted. Yet, perhaps, even this curiofity is implanted 
by nature ; and when I find Tulfy confeffing of him- 
fdf, that he could not forbear at Athens to vifit the 
walks and houfes which the old philofophers had fre- 
quented or inhabited, and recoiled the reverence 
which every nation, civil and barbarous, has paid to 
the ground where merit has been buried, I am afraid 
to declare againfl the general voice of mankind, 
and am inclined to believe, that this regard^ which 
we involuntarily pay to the meaneft relique of a man 
great and illuftrious, is intended a3 an incitement to 
labour, and an encouragement to exped the fame 
renown, if it be fought by the fame virtues. 

The virtuofo therefore cannot be fzdd to be wholly 
ufelefs ; but perhaps he may be fometimes culpable 
for confining himfelf to buflnefs below his genius, 
and lofing in petty fpeculations, thofe hours by 
which^ if he had fpent them in nobler fludies, he 
might have given new light to the intelledual world. 
It is never without grief, that I find a man capable 
of ratiocination or invention enlifting himfelf in this 
fecondary clafs of learning j for when he has once 
difcovered a method of gratifying his defire of 
eminence by expence rather than by labour, and 
known the fweets of a life bled at once with the eafe 
of idlenefs, and the reputation of knowledge, he will 
not eafily be brought to undergo again the toil of 
thinking, or leave his toys and trinkets for argu- 
ments and principles, arguments which require cir- 
cumfpedion and vigilance, and principles which 

cannot 
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cannot be obtained but by die dradgery of medita« 
don. He will gladly fiiut himfelf up for ever with 
his fliells anfl metals, like the companions of Ulyjfes^ 
who having tafted the fruit of Lotosj would not even 
by the hope of feeing their own country be tempted 
agsun to the dangers of the fea. 



-.Whofe taftes 



Infatiate riots in the fwect repaftt ; 

Nor other home nor other care intends. 

But quits his houfe, his country, and his friends. Pope* 

Colledions of this kind are of ufe to the learned, 
as heaps of ftones and piles of timber are neceflfary to 
the architeft. But to dig the quarry or to fea^ch the 
field, requires not much of any quality beyond (tub- 
born perfeverance ; and though genius muft often lie 
unadive without this humble afEftance, yet this can 
claim little praife,' becaufe every man can afford it* 

To mean underftandings, it is fuf&dent honour 
to be numbered amongfl: the lowed labourers of 
learning; but different abilities muft find different 
talks. To hew ftone, would have been unworthy of 
Palladio; and to have rambled in fearch of (hells and 
flowers, had but ill fuited with the capacity of 
Newton. 
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Numb. 84. Saturday, January ^^ 1751. 

CuHorumfueras moiory Charidbmb» mtamm, 

JStfiMirsa^aSf affUuufyue ^9mu* 
yam mihi mgrefcuni tmfafudturia harhmf-'^^ 
Stdtibi non crevi : te nofitr vil£cus iorrd: 

Te i^^en/atOTf te domui if/a favet. 
CorripUf obfervas, querertsj fuffiria duch, 

Et tnx aferuSs oBfiintt ira mammu Mae r» 



You Yock'd my cradle, were my guide 
In youthy dill tending at my fide : 
But now, dear ^r, my beard i$ growup 
SliH Pm a ckild to tkee alone. 
Our ftewardy butler, coo|( and all 
You fright, nay e'en the very wall ; 
You pry, and frown, and growl, and chidep 
And fcarce will lay the rod afide* 



F. Lbwis. 



To tie RAMBXER. 

8IR^ 

YO U feem in all your papers to be an enemy 
to tyranny, and to look with impartiality upoa 
Che i0M)rld ; I ihall therefore lay my cafe before you, 
and hope by your decifion to be fet free from unrea- 
toDdkie reftraints^ and enabled to juftify myielf 
againft the accufations which fpite and peeviAmefr 
produce againft rae. 

At the age of five years I loft my mother, and my 
father beini; not qualified to fuperintend the edaea* 
tion ct a girl» committed me to the care of his fifter, 
who inftru&ed me with the authority, aad, not t<^ 

deny 
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deny her what ibe may juftly claim, with the affix- 
tion of a parent. She had not very elevated fen- 
timents or extenfive views, but her principles were 
goody and her intentions pure} and 'though fome 
may pradice more virtues, fcarce any commit fewer 
faults. 

Under this good lady, I learned all the common 
rules of decent behiiviour, and (landing maxims of 
domeftick prudence ; and might have grown up by 
degrees to a country gentlewoman, without any 
thoughts of ranging beyond the neighbourhood, had 
not Flavia come down, laft fummer, to vifit her re- 
lations in the next village. I was taken, of courfe, 
to compliment the flranger, and was, at the firft 
fight, furprifed at the unconcern with which flie 
faw herfelf gazed at by company whom fhe had 
never known before ; at the careleffnefs with which 
ihe received compliments, and the readinefs with 
which fhe returned them. I found ihe had fome« 
thing which I perceived myfelf to want, and could 
not but wifli to be like her, at once eafy and oflEi- 
cious, attentive and unembarraffed. I went home, 
and for four days could think and talk of nothing 
but mifs Flavia ; though my aunt told me, that ibe 
was a forward flut, and thought herfelf wife before 
her time. 

In a little time (he repaid my vifit, and raifed in 
my heart a new confufion of love and admiratiDn. 
I foon faw her again, and itill found new charms in 
her air, converfation, and behaviour. You who 
have perhaps feen the world, may have obferved, 
that formality foon ceafes between young perfons. I 
know not how others are affeded on fuch occafions, 

but 



Digiti 



zedbyGoOgk 



N«83. THE RAMBLER. 79 

but I found myfelf irrefiftibly allured to (riendfliip 
and intimacy, by the familiar complai&nce and [airy 
gaiety o£ Flavia ; fo that in a few weeks I became 
her £sivourite, and all the time was pafled with me, 
(hat Ihe could gain firom ceremony and vific. 

As (he came often to me, fhe neceiTarily fpent 
feme hours with my aunt, to whom (he paid great 
refpeA by -/low courtefies, fubmiiTive compliance,, 
and foft acquiefcence ; but as I became gradually 
more accuftomed to her manners, I difcovered that 
her civility was general; that there was a certaiu 
degree of deference (hewn by her to circumftance« 
and appearances ; that many went away flattered by 
her humility, whom (he defpifed in her heart ; that 
the influence of (ar the greateft part of thofe with 
whom (he converfed ceafed with their prefence ; and 
diat fometimes (he did not remember the najnes of 
them, whom, without any intentional inilncerity or 
falfe commendation, her habitual civility had fent 
away with very high thoughts of their own import* 
ance. 

It was not long before I perceived, that my aunt's 
opinion was not of much weight in Flaviah deli- 
berations, and that (he was looked upon by her as a 
woman of narrow fentiments, without knowledge of 
books, or obfervations on mankind. I had hitherto 
coniidered my aunt, as entitled by her wifdom and 
experience to the higheft reverence, and could not 
forbear to wonder that any one fo much younger 
ihould venture to fufpe£t her of error, or ignorance ; 
^ut my furprife was without uneafmefs, and being 
now accuftomed to think Flavia always in the right, 
I readily learned from her to truft my own reafon, 

and 
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2md to believe it pof&ble, that tliey who bad livedf 
honger might be miftaken. 

Flavia bad read much, and ufed fo often to con- 
verfe on fubjeds of learning, that fiie put all did 
men in the country to flight, except the old parfon^ 
tHio declared himfelf much delighted with her com« 
pany, becaufe (he gave him opportunideB to recoil 
k& the ftudies of his younger years, and by fome 
mention of aiiicient ftory, had made him rub the dufll 
off his Homer J which had lain unregarded in his 
dofet. With Homer j and a thoufand other nameA 
fiunitiar to Flavia^ I had no acquaintance, but be-» 
gan, by comparing her accomplifhments with my 
cPwn, to repine at my education, and wifli that I had 
not been fo long confined to the company of thofe 
from whom nothing but houfewifery was to be 
learned. I then fet myfelf to perufe fuch books as 
Flavia recommended, and heard her opinion of thei# 
beauties and defefts* I faw new worlds hourly 
burfting upon my mind, and was enraptured at tim 
profpedt of diverfifying life with endlefs entertain* 
Inent* " 

The old lady finding that a large fcreen, which 1 
had undertaken to adorn with turkey-work againft 
winter, made very flow advances, and that I had 
added in two months but three leaves to a flowered 
apron then in the frame, took the alarm, and with 
all the zeal of honeft folly exclaimed againft my new 
acquaintance, who had filled me with idle notions, 
and turned my head with books. But flie had now 
loft her authority, for I began to find innumerable 
miftakes in her opinions, and improprieties in her 
language ; and therefore thought myfelf no longer 
I bound 
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bound to pay much regard to one who knew little 
beyond her needle and her dairy, and who profelled 
to think that nothing more is required of a woman 
than to fee that the boufe is clean, and that the maids 
go to bed and rife at a certain hour. 

She feemed however to look upon FJavsa as fe» 
ducing me, and to imagine that when her influence 
was withdrawn, I (hould return to my allegiance; 
ihe therefore contented herfelf with remote hints, 
and gentle admonitions, intermixed with fage hifto* 
lies of the mifcarriages of wit, and dilappointments 
of pride. But fince (he has found, that though Fla^ 
via b departed, I dill perfift in my new fcheme, (he 
has at length loft her patience, (he fnatches my book 
out of my hand, tears my paper if (he finds me writ* 
ing, burns ¥hvuif% letters before my (ace when (he 
can feize them, and threatens to lock me up, and to 
complain to my father of my perverfenefs« If women, 
ihe fays, would but know their duty and their ^x« 
tereft, they would be careful to acquaint tbemfelvei 
«dth family affairs, and many a penny might be 
(aved; for while the miftrefs of the houfe is (crib- 
bling and reading, fervants are junketing, and linen 
is wearing out. She then takes me round the 
rooms, (hews me the worked hangings, and chairs of 
tent-ftitch, and a(ks whether all this was done with a 
pen and a book« 

I caxinot deny that I (bmetimes laugh and fome^ 
times am fullen; but (he has not delicacy enough 
to be much moved either with my mirth or my 
gloom, if (he did not think the intereft of the fa^ 
mily endangered by this change of my mannera. 
She had for fome years marked out young Mr* 

Vol. V. Q Surlj^ 
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Surfy^ an lieir m die nd^hbourbood, remarkable for 
his love of fightzitg-cocks, as an advantageous 
mateb ; and was extremely pleafed with the civili- 
ties which he ufed to pay me, till under Fla'mft 
tuition I learned to tilk of fubjefts which he could 
not underftand. This, ihe fiiys, is the ccmfequence 
of female fludy ; girls grow too wife to be advifedf 
and too ftubbom to be commanded \ but flie is re* 
folved to try who (hall goverOf and wUl thwatt my 
humour till (he tn'eaks my fpirit« 
. Thefe menaces, Mr. Rambler^ fometimis make 
me quite angry ; for I have been fixteen thde ten 
weeks, and think myfelf exempted from the domi- 
nbn of a govemefs, who has no preten(ion8 to more 
fenfe or knoh^ledge than myfelf.. ' I am refolved, 
fince I am as tall and as wife as other women, to be 
no longer treated like a girl. Mifs^ FUevia has oktsi 
told me, that ladies of my age go to aflcmblies and 
routes, without their mothers and their aunts; I 
(hall therefore^ from this time, leave aiking advice, 
aiid refufe to give accounts. I wi(h you would (bte 
the time at which young ladies rmj judge for^them- 
felves, which I am fare you cannot but thhik ought 
to begin before (ixteen ; if you are mclined to de- 
lay it longiT, I (hall have very little regard to your 
opinion. 

My aunt often tells me of the advantages of ex- 
perience, and of the deference due to feuiority j and 
both (he, and all the antiquated part of the world, 
talk of the unreferved obedience which they paid to 
the command of their parents, and the undpubting 
confidence with which they \iftened to their pre. 
cepts i trf the terrors which they felt at a frown, 

and 
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and the humility with which they fupplicated for- 
givenefs whenever they had offended. I cannot but 
£mcy that this boaft is too general to be true, and 
that the young and the old were always at variance. 
I have, however, told my aunt, that I will mend 
whatever fhe will prove to be wrong ; but (he replies 
fhat (he has reafons oJF her own, aiid that (he is forry 
to live in an age when girls have the impudence to 
a(k for proofs. 

I beg once agam, Mr. Rambler j to know whe- 
tiier I am tiot as wife as my aunt, and whether 
when (he ptfefmnes to check me as a baby, I may 
not pliidL up a (j[>trit and return her infoletice. I 
fliaH not proceed to extremities without yoor advic^^ 
which is therefore impatiently expe£led by 

MYRTTLUL 
P. S* Remember I am paft fixteen. 
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Numb. 85. Tuesday, January 8^ lyji* 



(Uiafi idlas pcrter€ Cupidiois i 

CofUtnfUkpu jaunty ^Jtne luce facet. OviK 

At bufy learts in vain love's arrows fly ; 
Dxm'dy fcorn'd, and impotent^ hit torches Ke« 

T\^ ANY writers of eminence in pl^yiick hare 
^^^ laid out their diligence upon the confidera* 
tion of thofe diftempers to which men are expofed 
by particular ftates of life, and very learned trea- 
tifea have been produced upon the maladies of the 
camp, the fea, and the mines! There are; indeed, 
few employments which a man accuftomed to ana« 
tomical en<|uiries, and medical refinements, would 
not find reafons for declining as dangerous to health, 
did not his learning or experience inform him, that 
almoft every occupation, however inconvenient or 
formidable, is happier and fafer than a life of floth. 

The neceflity of a£Uon is not only demonftrable 
from the fiabrick of the body, but evident from ob- 
fervation of the univerfal pradice of mankind, who 
for the prefer vation of health, in thofe whofe rank or 
wealth exempts them from the neceflity of lucrative 
labour, have invented fports and diverfions, though 
not of equal ufe to the world with manual trades, 
yet of equal fatigue to thofe who pradlife them, and 
diflfering only from the drudgery of the hufbandman 
or manufacturer, as they are adts of choice, and 
therefore performed without the painful fenfe of com* 

pulfion. 
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puUion. The huntfinan rifes early, purfaes his game 
through all the dangers and obftruftions of the chace, 
fwims rivers, and fcales precipices, lill he returns 
home no lefs haraifed than the foldier, and has pcr-- 
haps fometimes mcurred as great hazard of wounds' 
or death : yet he has no morive to incite his ardour ;^ 
he is neither fubjeft to the commands of a general, 
nor dreads any penalties for negleft and difobedience; 
he has neither profit or honour to expeQ from his 
perils and his conquefts, but toils without the hope of 
mural or civick garlands, and muft content himfelf 
with the pradfe of his* tenants and companions. 

But fuch is the conditution of man, that labour , 
may be ftyled its own reward ; nor will any external 
incitements be requiiite, if it be confidered how much 
happinds is gained, and how much mifery efcaped, 
by frequent and violent agitation of the body. 

Eafe is the moft that can be hoped from a fedentary 
and unadive habit; eafe, a neutral ftate between { 
pain and pleafure. The dance of fpirits, the bound 
of ijgour, readinefs of enterprize, and defiance of ^ 
fiitigue, are referved for him that braces his nerves, ; 
and hardens his fibres, that keeps his limbs pliant 
with motion, %nd by frequent expofure fortifies his 
frame againft the common accidents of cold and heat* 

With eafe, however, if it could be fecured, many 
would be content; but nothing terreftrial tan be- 
kept at a ftand. Eafe, if it is not tifing into plea- 
fure, will be* falling towards pain; and whatever' 
hope the dreams of fpeculation may fuggeft of ob- 
ferving the proportion between nutriinent and la- 
bour, and keeping the body in a healthy (late by fup- 
plies exa&ly equal to its wafte, we know that, in ef. 
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ff^ the vital powers une^cUed^ b; motion, grow* 
gradus^ly languid; tliat as their vigour fiaik, pb^. 
nrudions ^n generated ; and that from obftxudioi^. 
proceed ^loft of tbofe pains which wear u$ away 
ilowly with periodical tortures^ and which^ though^ 
they ibmetiEies fuffer life to be loog^ condemn it to, 
bf ufeleO^ chain us dowzi to the couch of miferj^. 
and mock us with the hopes of death. 

fls^ercife cannot f(pcMre us f^on^ that diColuiion ta 
^hich we ^re deqr^d i but wb^k the (oul ^pd body 
cspntinue u^itedj it can make the aflb^atio^ pJeaHng,. 
and give probable hopes chat they iiaU bfrdi^j^inedr 
by an eafy reparation* It wa? a principle amoi^g the 
ancients^ that acute difeafes are from heaven,, ^nd 
chronical from oiirfelves; the dart of death indeed 
falls from heaven, but we poifon it by oim own bsi^4*- 
condud : to die is the fate of man^ but to. die w^^h 
lingering anguiih is generally bis folly. 

It is neceflary to tba^t perfe^ion of wt^ch o^ pp^e^ 
feftt (late is capabb, that tlk^ mind .t9d' body (hould 
both be kept in a£llon ; that neither the faculties of 
the one nor of the other he fuifered to grow lax or 
tor paid $9J? want of ufe ; that n^thei^ he»hh be pm% 
chafed by voluntary fubmiffipn to igAforancet f^QP 
ks/pwledge cultivated at the expence of that health*: 
whieh muft enable it either to give pleafure to its 
poffelbr^ or aififtance <o others. It is too frequeojtly 
the i^rido of ftudents to defpife thole amure^ients. 
and v4ereatiori^» which give' to the teft of mankind 
ftrength of Umbs a^d ehiserfuliiers of heart* Solitudf . 
and contemplatioqi aie indeed feldom confiftent wi^ 
fuch (kill in common e^percifes or iports as is nece^ 
fary to n;i^ th/en| psa£U^d witl^ <^%ht^ and no raaft 

IS 
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U viUiog to dp tlifft of wbiph the neife^ is aot 
prefliAg and iiamedate» when he knows that his awk- 
wardneft if&uft ma)ce him ridiculoiis. 

Ludere qui nefcity eampejlnhus ahfiinei armhf * 

hukSuffue fiUgf Afnve^ trocbh^e qmefih, 

VaJ^jfg Hflm toBsmi mfmu corpus. Ho&. 

He that'9 unlkflful will not tofs a ball. 

Nor run, nor'wreftlc, for he fears the fallf 

Hejnftly fears to meet defcrv'ddifgrace* . 

Ani that iho ring wiU hib the baffled afs. C&sich. 

Thug the. man of learning is often refigned, almoft 
by his own confent, to languor and pain ; and whilq 
in the profecution of his ftudies he fuffers the weari-i 
nefs of labour, is fubjeft by his courfe of life to the 
maladies of idle^efit* 

It was» perhaps, from the obfervation of this mif- 
chievous omiflion in thofe who are employed about 
iateUe£tual objects, that Loch has, in his Sji/iem of 
^ducatian^ urjj^ed the neceiTity of a trade to men of 
all ranks and profeflions, that when the mind is 
weary with its proper talk, it may be relaxed by a 
flighler attention to fome mechanical operation ; and 
that while the vital fundipns are refufcitated and 
awakeQed by vigorous motion, the underftanding 
may be reftraxned from that vagrance and diflipatiori 
by which it relieves itfelf after a long intenfenefs of 
thought, unlefs fome allurement be "prefented that 
piay engage application without ahxiety. 

There is fo little reafon for expefUng frequent 
conformity to Locke's precept, that it is not. necef- 
fary to enquire whether the pfaAice of mechanical 
arts might not give occaflon to petty emulation, and 

G'4 -dege* 
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degenerate amWdon; and wheAer, iJF our divines 
and pbyficians were taught the 'lathe and the chizzel, 
they would not think more df their tools than their 
books ; as Uerp negleded the care of his empire for 
his chariot and bis fiddle. It is certainly dangerous 
to be too much pleafed with little things ; but. what 
IS there which may not be perverted ? Let us remem- 
ber how much worfe employment might have been 
found for thofe hours, which a manual occupation 
appears to engrofs; let us compute the profit with 
the lofs, and when we- refled how often a genius is 
allured from his ftudies, confider likewife that per- 
haps by the fame attrafbions he is fometimes with- 
held from debauchery, or recalled from malice, from 
ambition, from envy, and from luft. 
' I have always admired the wifdom of thofe by 
whom pur female ^ucation was inftituted, for having 
contrived, that every woman of whatever condition 
jbould be taught fome arts of manufia^re, by which 
the vacuities of reclufe and domeftick leifure may be 
filled up. Thefe arts are more neceflary as the wesdc- 
jiefs of their fes and the general fyftem of life debar 
ladies from many employments which, by diverfifying 
the circpinft^nces of men, preferve them from being 
cankered by the ruft of their own thoughts. I know 
pot (low ipuch of the virtue and happinefs of the 
^orld pi^y be the confequ^pce of this judicious re- 
gulatioUt Perh?ips, the moft powerful fancy might 
)>e unabk to figure the confusion and ilaughter that 
would be produced by fo many piercing eyes and 
yivid underftandings, turned loofe at once upon man- 
)dnd, with no other bufmefs than to fparlUe and 19- 
trigue, to perplex and to deftroy. 

For 
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For my part, whenever chance brings within my 
obfervation a knot of mifles bufy at their needles^ 
1 confider myfelf as in the fchool of virtue ; and 
though I have no extraordinary (kill in plain work or 
embroidery, look upon their operations with as much 
iatisfadion as their govemefs, becaufe I regard them 
as providing a fectirity againft the moft dangerous 1 
cnTnarers of the fou)^ by enabling the^l{elves to ez* 1 
dude idlenefs from thehr folitary moments, and with 
idknels her attendant train of pallions, fancies, and 
chimeras^ fears, forrows, and defires. Ovid and 
Cervantes will inform them that love has no power 
but over thofe whom he catches unemployed ; and 
HeStrf in the //iW, when he fees Andromache over* 
whelmed with terrors, fends her for confolation Co 
the loom and the diftaffl 

It b certain that any wild wi(h or vain imagination , 
never takes fuch firm poffeffion of the mind, as when 
it is found empty and unoccupied. The old peripa* 
tetick principle, that Nature abhors a vacuum^ may 
be properly applied to the intelled, which will em« 
brace any thing, however Abfurd or cri^ninal, rather 
than be wholly without an obje£l» Perhaps every 
man may date the predominance of thofe defires that 
difturb bis life and contaminate his confcience, from 
fome unhappy hour when too much leifure expofed 
him to their incurfions ; for he has lived with little 
obfervation either on.himfelf or others, who does not | 
know that to be idle is to be vicious, ' 
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Bjr tagen, or hy ear, we mimbors fcaa. Elfh tiitToii. 

/^N£ of the an€tent$ has obferved^ that the bur^ 
^^ then of government is incfeafod upoa piiad^s- 
bj the virtues of tfadr immediate predeeeibrs* It 
is, indeed, always dangerous to be placed in a ftate 
of unavoidable comparifon with excellence^ and the 
danger is ftill greater when that excellence is confer 
crated by death ; when envy and interefl cesffe to aft 
againft it, and thc^e paffions by which it was at firft 
iniified and oppofed, now ftand in its defence, and 
turn their vehemence againft hpneft emaktioo^ 

He that fucceeds a celebrated writer, has the fiuoa 
difficulties to encounter ; he ftands uqder the fliade 
of exalted merit, and is htndred from rifmg to hia 
natural height, by the inlercepdon of diofe beams 
which fhould invigorate and quicken him. He ap« 
plies to that attention which is already engaged, and 
unwilling to be drawn off from certain fatisiafticm ; 
or perhaps to an attention already wearied, and not 
to be recalled to the fame objed. 

One of the old poets cangratulates himfelf that he 
has the untrodden regions of Parnqffus before him, 
and that his garland will be gathered from plantar 
tions which no writer had yet culled. But the imita* 
tor treads a beaten walk, and with all his diligence 
can only hope to find a few flowers or branches un- 
3 touched 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



WS6. THE RAMBLHR. 91 

touched by hia predeceflbr, the refufe of contempt^ , 
Qi the omiflions of negligence* The Macedmian 
oonqtteroir» when he was once invited to hear a maa 
^t fung like a nightingale, replied with contempt, 
Hthat he had heard the nightingale herfelf }'' and the 
lame treatment mud every man e^tpeS, whofe praifii 
v% th^t he imitates another. 

Tetj in the inidft of thefe difcouraging refledtou, 
X am about to o^er to my reader fome ohfervationa 
ilpon Pan^ife L^, and hope, that, however I may 
^1 below the illuftrious writer who has fo long dic« 
tated to the commonwealth of learning, my attempt 
may not be wholly ufelefs. There are, in every age^ 
new errors to be rectified, and new prejudices to be 
oppofed. Falfe tafte is always bufy to miflead thofe 
that sure entering upon the regions of learning ; and 
the traveller, uncertain of his way, and forfaken by 
the fun, will be pleafed to fee a fainter orb arife on 
the horizon, that may refcue him ftcHn total daik- 
ne&9 though with weak and borrowed luftre. 

Addifin^ though he ha$ confidered this poem under 
q)oft of the general topicks of criticifm, has barely 
touched upon the verification ; not probably becaufe 
he thought the art gf numbers unworthy of his notice^ 
fi>r he knew with how minute attention the ancient 
ctiticks confidered the difpofition of fyllables, and had 
himfeif given hopes of fome metrical obfervations 
upon the great Roman poet ; but being the fitfl who 
undertook to difplay the beauties, and point out the 
4efe£b of Milton^ he had many objects at once before 
him, and pafled willingly over thofe which were moft 
barren of ideaSt and required labour, rather than 
geitius. 

Yet 
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Yet verfification, or the art of modulating las 
numbers, is indifpenfably neceflary to a poet. 
Every other power by which the underftanding is 
enlightened, or the imagination enchanted, may be 
exercifed in profe. But the poet has this peculiar 
fiiperiority, that to all the powers ^hich the perfec- 
tion of every other compofition can require, he adds 
the faculty of joining mufick with reafon, and of 
a^ng at once upon the fenfes and the paflions. I 
fuppofe there are few who do not feel themfelves 
touched by poetical melody, and who will not con- 
fefs that they are more or lefs moved by the fame 
thoughts, as they are conveyed by diflPerent founds, 
and more affedted by the fame words in one order 
than in another. The perception of harmony is in- 
deed conferred upon men in degrees very unequal, 
but there are none who do not perceive it, or to 
whom a regular feries of proportionate founds can. 
not give delight 

la treating on the verfification of Milton I am de- 
firous to be generally underftood, and fliall therefore 
ftudioufly. decline the dialeft of grammarians ; 
though, indeed, it is always difficult, and fome- 
times fcarcely pofllble, to deliver the' precepts of an 
art, without the terms by which the peculiar ideas 
of that art are expreflfed, and which had not been in* 
vented but becaufe the language already in ufe was 
infufficient. If therefore I fhall fometimes feem ob« 
fcure, it may be imputed to this voluntary interdic- 
tion, and to a defire of avoiding that offence which 
is always given by unufual words. 

The heroick meafure of the Englijb language may 
be properly conlidered as pure or mixed. It is pure 

when 
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when the accent refts upon every fecond fyllable 
through the whole line. 

Cburage uncertain dangers may abate, 

But wh6 can htir th' appr6ach of certain fate. 

Dryden. 

Here love his golden (hafts employs, here lights 
His c6n(lant lamp, an^ wives his purple wings. 
Reigns here, and revels ; not in the bought fmile 
Of harlots, 16vclcfs, joykfs, unend^ar'd. Milton. 

The accent may be obrerved, m the fecond line of 
Dryden^ and the fecond and fourth of Milton^ to re- 
pofe upon every fecond fyllable. 

The repetition of this found or percuflion at equal 
times, is the mod complete harmony of which a 
fingle verfe is capable, and ihould therefore be ex« 
adly kept in diftichs, and generally in the laft line 
of a paragraph, that the ear. may reft without any 
fenfe of imperfedtion. 

But, to preferve the feries of founds untranfpofed 
, in a long compofition, is not only very difficult but 
tirefome and difguding ; for we are foon wearied 
with the perpetual recurrence of the fame cadence. 
Neceility has therefore enforced the mixed meafure, 
in which fome variation of the accents is allowed; 
this, though it always injures the harmony of the 
line confidered by itfelf, yet compenfates the lofs 
by relieving us from the continual tyraimy of the 
lame found, and makes us more fenfible of the har* 
mony of the pure meafurca 

Of thefe mixed numbers every poet aSbrdi us in- 
numerable inftances, and Milton feldom has two 
pure lines together, as will appear if any of his para- 
graphs be read with attention merely to the mufick. 

Thui 
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Thut nt their fhady lodge arrit'd, both floody 

Both tum'dy and under open iky ador'd 

The God that made both iky» ah-, earth, and hear^n^^ 

Which they beheld ; the moon's lefpkndent globCf 

jindjlarry fole : thou alfo mad[ft the nighty 

Maker omnipotent ! and thou the day» 

Which we in our appointed work employ'd 

Have fioifliMy happy in our mutual help* 

jind mtauat lovif the crown of all our hUfe 

Ordaih'd by thee ; and this delicious plabCy 

For us too. large ; where thy abundance Wants 

Partakers, and itncrop'd falls to tbe ground f 

But thou haft promifed from us two a race 

To fill the earth, who. fltaO with us extol 

Thy goodnefs infinite, both when ^ wake. 

And when we feek, as now, thy gift of fleep. 

In this paflage It will be at firft obfenred, that all 
the lines are not equally harmonious, and upon a 
nearer examination it will be found that only the fifth 
and ninth lines are regular, and the reft are more or 
lefs licentious with refpe£t to the accent* In fome 
the accent is equally upon two fyllables together, 
and in both ftrong. As 

Thus at their fhady lodge arrivM, hoA fiood^ 

Both tum*df and under open Iky ador'd 

The God that made both fky, aiV, iOrth^ and heaT^n. 

In others the accent is equally upon two fyUaUes, 
but upon both weak. 

■ a race 

To fill the earth who fliall with us extol 
Thy goodnefs Infinite^ both when we wake, 
jindtifhen we feck, as now, thy gift of ileep* 



& 
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In the firft t>^ of fyllables the accent may deviatd 
from the ligoar of ezaftnefs, without any unpleafing 
diminution of harmony, as may be obferved in the 
lines already dted, and more remarkably in this. 



• Thou alfo mad'ft the night. 



Maker otnaipotcsitl and thou the diy. 

But, excepdng in the firft p2ur of fyllables, vhich 
may be confidered as arbitrary, a poet who, hot 
having the invention or knowledge of Milton^ has 
more need to allure his audience by mufical cadences, 
fhould feldom fuffer more than one aberradon from 
the rule in any fingle verfe* 

There are two Unes in this paflage more remark- 
aUy unharmonious : 

■ Trtiis delicious place, 

Por m too large ; vubere thy abundance wants 
Pkita^ers, and uncrop'd fails to the ground. 

Here the third pair of fyllables in the firft, and fourth 
pair in the fecond verfe, have their accents retro- 
grade or inverted ; the firft fyllable being ftrong or 
acute, and the fecond weak. The detriment which 
the meafure fuffers by this inverfion of the accents is 
fometimes lefs perceptible, when the verfes are car- 
ried one into another, but is remarkably ftriking in 
this place, where the vicious verfe concludes a period, 
and is yet more o£fenfive in rhyme, when we regu- 
larly attend to the flow of every fingle Ime. This will 
appear by reading a couplet in which Cowley^ an au- 
thor not fufficiently ftudious of harmony, has com- 
mitted the fame fault. 

his harmlefs life 

Does with fubftantial blelTednefs abound. 
And the foft wings of peace C6ver him round. 

In 
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In thefe the law of metre is very grofsly violated by 
mingling combinations of found dir^ly oppofite 
to each other, as Milton ezprefles in his fonnet, by 
committing Jbort and long^ and fetting one part of the 
meafure at variance with the reft. The ancients, who 
had a language more capable of variety than ours, 
had two kinds of verfe, the lambick^ confifting of 
fhort and long fyllables alternately, from which^ our 
heroick meafure is derived, and the Trocbcuckt con- 
fifting in a like alternation of long and fhort. Thefe 
were conftdered as oppolites, and conveyed the con- 
trary images of fpeed and flownefs ; to confound 
them, therefore, as in thefe lines^ is to deviate from 
the eftablifhed pradtice. But where the lenfes are 
to judge, authority is not necelTary, the ear is fuf- 
ficient to detect diiTonance, nor (hould I have fought 
auxiliaries on fuch an occafion againft any name but 
that oi' Milton. 
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Numb. 87. Tuesday, January 15, 1751- 

lamdttSf troiundiUf iturs, vinofuSf amatory 

Nemo adeo finis eji^ ut non mitefcere poffrt^ 

Si moJb cvbvrm patierUem commodet aurem. HoR« 

iTie flavc to envy, anger, wine, or lore, 
The wretch of flcfth, its excellence (hall prove ; 
Fiercencfs itfdf (hall hear its rage away, 
• When Uft'omg calmly to th' iaftrodive biy. FianCis. 

'npHAT few things are fo liberally bcftowed, 
^ or fquandered with fo little eflPeft, as good ad- 
ticc, has been generally obfervedj and many fage 
pofitions have been advanced concerning the reafons 
of this complaint, and the means of removing it. It 
is indeed an important and noble enquiry, for little 
Would be wanting to the happinefs of life, if every 
man could conform to the right as foon as he was 
Ihown it. 

This perverfe negleS of the mod falutary pre- 
cepts, and ihibborn refiftance of the moft pathetick 
perfuafion, is ufuaily imputed to him by whom the 
counfel is received, and we often hear it mentioned 
as a iign of hopelefs depravity, that though good 
advice was given, it has wrought no reformation. 

Others, who imagine themfelves to have quicker 
fiigadty and deeper penetration, have found out 
that the inefficacy of advice is ufuaily the fault of 
the counfellor, and rules have been laid down, by 
which this important duty may be fuccefsfuUy per* 

Vol.. V. H formed : 
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formed : We are direfted by what tokens to difcoter 
the favourable moment at which the heart is dif- 
pofed for the operation of truth and reafon, with 
what addrefs to adminifter, and with what vehicles 
to difguife the cathariicks ofthefouU 

But, notwithftanding this fpecious expedient, we 
find the world yet in the fame ftate : adv!ce is ftill 
given, but ftill received with difguft } nor has it ap« 
peared that the bitternefs of the medicine has been 
yet abated, or its power encreafecl^ by any methods 
of preparing it. 

If we confider the manner in which thofe who 
affume the office of direding the conduft of others 
execute their undertaking, it will not be very won- 
derful that their labours, however zealous or af- 
feftionate, are frequently ufelefs^ For what is the 
advice that is commonly given ? A few general 
maxims, enforced with vehemence and inculcated 
with importunity, but failing for want of particular 
reference and immediate application^ 

It is not often that any man can have fo much 
knowledge of another, as is necef&ry to make in- 
ftruftion ufeful. We are fomdtiraes not ourfelves 
confcious of the original motives of our anions, and 
when we know them, our iirft care is to hide them 
from the fight of others, and often from thofe moft 
diligently, whofe fuperiority either of power or 
underftanding may entitle them ta infpeft .our lives ; 
it is therefore very probable that he who endeavours 
the cure of our intelledtual maladies, miftakes their 
caufe ; and that his prefcriptions avail nothing, be- 
caure he knows not which of the paffions or defires 
is vitiated. 

Advice, 
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Advice, as it always gives a temporary appearance 
of fuperiority, can never be very grateful, even when 
is Is moft neceflary or nioft judicious. But for the 
fame reafon every one is eager to inftruft his neigh- 
bours. To be wife or to be virtuous, is to buy dig- 
nity and importance at a high price ; but when no- 
thing is neceffary to elevation but deteftion of the 
follies or the faults of others, no man is fo infenfible 
Co the voice of fame as to linger on the ground. 

— TentanJa via efi^ qua nu quoquepofftm 

ITcffere bumof vtfforqtigvtrimvoKtareferpra* Vtt.G* 

New ways I muft attcmpti my gn>veling name 

To raife aloft, and wing my flight to fame. Drydioi. 

Vanity is fo frequently the apparent motive of 
advice, that we, for the moft part, fummon our 
powers to oppofe it without any very accurate en- 
quiry whether it is right* It is fufficient that another 
is growing great in his own eyes at our expence, and 
afiumes authority over us without our permiffion; 
for many would contentedly fuffer the confequences 
of their own miftakes, rather than the infolence of 
him who triumphs as their deliverer. 

Ic is, indeed, feldom found that any advantages 
are enjoyed with that moderation which the uncer« 
tainty of all human good fo powerfully enforces ; and 
therefore the advifer may juftly fufped, that he has 
inflamed the oppofition which he laments by slrro- 
gance and fupercilioufnefs. He may fufped, bvit 
needs not haftily to condemn himfelf, for he can 
rarely be certain that the fofteft language or mod 

H 2 humble 
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humble diQidence would have efcaped refentment; 
fince fcarcely ^ny degree of circumfpeflion can pre* 
vent or obviate the rage with which the ilothful, the 
impotent, and the nnfuccefsful, vent their difcontent 
upon thofe that excel them. Modefty itfdf, if it is 
praifed, will be envied ; and there are minds fo im« 
patient of inferiority, that their gratitude is a fpecies 
of revenge, and they return benefits, not becaufe re- 
com pence is a pleafure, but becaufe obligation is a 
pain. 

The number of thofe whom the love of them- 
felves has thus far corrupted, is perhaps not great j 
but there are few fo free from vanity, as not to didlate 
to thofe who will hear their inftniQiions with a vifible 
fenfe of their own beneficence ; and few to whom it 
is not unpleafing to receive documents, however 
tenderly and cautioufly delivered, or who are not 
willing to raife themfelves from pupillage, by dif- 
pviting the propofitions of their teacher. 

It was the maxim, I think, of Alphonfus oi Ar-' 
ragofij that dead counfellors are fafeji. The grave 
puts an end to flattery and artifice, and the informa* 
tion that we receive from books is pure from intereft, 
fear^ or ambition. Dead counfellors are likewife 
mod inftruftive; becaufe they are heard with pa- 
tience and with reverence. We are not unwilling 
to believe that man wifer than ourfelves, from whofe 
abilities we may receive advantage, without any 
danger of rivalry or oppofition, and who afiFords u» 
thd light of his experience, without hurting our eyes 
by flafhes of infolence. 

By the confultation of books, whether of dead or 
living authors,' many temptations to petulance, and 

oppofition. 
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oppofition, "oirhich occur in oral conferences, are 
avoided. An author cannot obtrude his fervice un« 
aiked, nor can be often fufpefted of any malignant 
intention to infult his readers with his knowledge or 
hig wit. Yet fo prevalent is the habit of comparing 
ourfelves with others, while they remain within the 
reach of our pafTions, that books are feldom read' 
with complete impartiality, but by thofe from whom 
the writer is placed at fuch a diftance that his life or 
death is indifferent. 

We fee that volumes may be perufed, and perufed* 
with attention, to little cffeQ, i and that maxims of 
prudence, or principles of virtue, may be treafured 
in the memory without influencing the condu6^. Of 
the numbers that pafs their lives among books, very* 
few read to be made wifer or better, apply any ge- 
neral reproof of vice to themfelves, or try their own 
manners by axioms of juftice. They purpofc either' 
to confume thofe hours for which they can find no 
other amufement, to gain or preferve that refpeft- 
which learning has always obtained ; or to gratify 
their curiofity with knowledge, which, like treafures 
buried and forgotten, is of no ufe to others or them- 
felves, 

" The preacher (fays a French author) may fpend 
^' an hour in explaining and enfolding a precept of 
** religion, without feeling any imprelEon from his 
" own performance, becaufe he may have no further 
" defign than to fill up his hour.*' A ftudent may 
eafily exhauft his life in comparing divines and mo- 
ralifts, without any pradical regard to morality or 
religion ; he may be learning not to live, but to rea- 
fon i he may regard only the elegance of ftyle, juft- 

H 3 nefs 
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nefs of argument, and accuracy of method ; and may 
enable himfelf to criticife with judgment, and dif- 
pute with fubtilty, while the chief ufe of his volame^ 
is unthought of, his mind is unaffected, and his life 
is unreformed. 

But though truth and virtue are thus frequently 
defeated by pride, obftinacy, or folly, we are not al- 
lowed to defert them ; for whoever can furnifh arms 
which they hitherto have not employed, may enable 
them to gain fome hearts which would have refifted 
any other method of attack. Every man of genius 
has fome arts of fixing the attention peculiaf to him** 
felf, by which, honeftly exerted, he may benefit man- 
kind ; for the arguments for purity of life fail of 
their due influence, not becaufe they have been 
confidered and confuted, but becaufe they have been 
pafTed over without confideration. To the pofition 
of Tullyj that if Virtue could be feen, (he muft be 
loved, may be added, that if Truth could be heard, 
Ihc muft be obeyed* 
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Numb. 88. Saturday^ January 19, 1751. 

Cum tabuBjf animum eenforit fumet hone/H : 

jtudMt qudtcunque mntu Jplendorii hak^huntj 

Autjim ptmdere eruaif et h9nore iwRgna ferentUTf 

y^rha movers bcOf quamvu mmia reciJoHt^ 

Mt verfauur adbmc intra pemtraTia Ve^4t* Hon, 



But he that hath a curious piece dcfignM, 

When he begins muil take acenfoHs mind> 

Severe and honefl; and what words appear 

Too h'ght and trivialy or too weak to bear 

The weighty feufe, nor worth the reader's care> 

.Shake off; tbp' ftubbomj they are loth to move» 

Ad4 tho' we fancy, dear}^ tho' ^e love* Creech. 



} 



** 'T^HERE 18 no reputation for genius, fays 
" * ^intilian^ to be gained by writing on 
*^ things, which, however neceffary, have little fplen- 
^ dpr or (hew. The height of a building attracts 
^' ]th.e ey/e, but the foundations lie without regard. 
" Y^t fince there is not any way to the top of fci- 
^^ ence, but from the lowed parts, I fhall think no- 
" thing unconneded with the art of oratory, which 
** he that wants cannot be an orator." 

Confirmed and animated by this illuftrious pre* 
cedent, I (hall continue my enquiries into MiUon*% 
art of verfification. Since, however minute the em* 
ployment may appear, of analyfing lines into fyU 
libles, and whatever ridicule may be incurred by a 
iblema deliberation upon accents and paufes, it is 

H 4 certain 
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certain that without this petty knowledge no man can 
be a poet ; and that from the proper difpofition of 
fingle founds refuhs that harmony that adds force to 
reafon, and gives grace to fublimity ; that ibackles 
attention, and governs paflions. 

That verfe may be melodious and pleafmg, it is 
neceifary, not only that the words be fo ranged as 
that the accent may fall on its proper place, but that 
the fyllables themfelves be fo chofen as to flow 
fmoothly into one another. This is to be effected 
by a proportionate mixture of vowels and confonants, 
and by tempering the mute confonants with. liquids 
and femivowels. The Hebrew grammarians have 
obferved, that ic is impoflible to pronounce two con- 
fonants without the intervention of a vowel, or with- 
out fome emidion of the breath between one and the 
other; this is longer and more perceptible, as the 
founds of the confonants are lefs harmonically con* 
joined, and, by confequencc, the flow of the verfe is 
longer interrupted. 

It is pronounced by Dryden^ that a line of mono- 
fyllables is almoft always harlh. This, with regard to 
our language, is evidently true, not becaufe mono- 
fyllables cannot compofe harmony, but becaufe our 
monofyllables being of Teutonick original, or formed 
by contra ftion, commonly begin and end with con- 
fonants, as. 



-Every lower faculty 



Offtnftf wierefytbiy hear^ fie^ fmell^ tenet t iafli* 

The difference of harmony arifing principally 

from the collocation of vowels and confonants, wiH 

^2 be 
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be fuflkiently conceived by attending to the following 
paflages: 

Immortal yfxTrar/m/*-^ there grows 

And floVrs aloft, fhading the foucft of life. 

And where the river of bh'fs through midft of heav'A 

ItoBs o*tr E/jffianJIow'rt her amber Jfreamj 

With thefc that never fade, the fpirita cle£k 

Omliieir re/j^UndcMi hch inwreatb^d lu'uh ieams* 

The fame comparifon that I propofe to be made 
between the fourth and fixth vei&s of this paflage^ 
may be repeated between the lad lines of the foUow^ 
tog quotations : 

Under foot the violet^ 
Crocu8» and hyacinth, with rich in-lay 
Brwder^d the ground^ more coloured than wthjtone 
Of coHlieft emblem. 

Here in clofe receft, 
With flowers, garlands, and fweetfmelling herbs, 
Efpoufed Eve firft decked her nuptial bed ; 
And heav'fdy cboin the hjmcttean fung. . . 

Milton^ whofe ear had been accuftomed, not only 
to the mufick of the ancient tongues, which, how- 
ever vitiated by our pronunciation, excel all that are 
now in ufe, but to the foftnefs of the Italian^ the 
moil mellifluous of all modern poetry, £eems fuU^ 
convinced of the unfitnels of our language for 
fmooth verfification, and is therefore pleafed with 
an opportunity of calling in a fofter word to his af» 
fiilance ; for this reafon, and I believe for this onlyi 
he fomecimes indulges himfelf in a lox^g feries of 

proper 
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proper names, and introduces them where they ad4 
little but mufick to his poem. 

' ■ The richer feat 
Of Aiahi£paf and yet unfpoil'd 
Ottiana, whofe great city Gerion*^ foii9 
C?1X El Dorado 

The moon The 7ufeaH artift newi 

At evening, from the top of Fefole 

Or in Valdarno^ to defcry new land*.— ^ 

He has indeed been more attentive to his fyllables 
than to his accents, and does not often ofiend by 
collifions of confonants, or openings of vowels upoq 
each other, at lead not more often than other writers 
who have had lefs important or complicated fubjefts 
to take o^ their care from the cadence of their 
lines* 

The great peculiarity of Milton^% verfification, 
compared with that of later poets, is the elifion of 
one vowel before another, or the fupprelfion of the 
lafl: fyllable of a word ending with a vowel, when a 
vowel begins the following word. As 

Knowledge'—^ 

Opprefies elfe with furfcit, apfl foon tfirnt 
Wifdom to folly, as nourifhmcnt to wind* 

This licence, though now difufed in EngUjh poetry, 
was praC^ifed by our old writers, and is allowed 
in many other languages ancient and modem, and 
therefore the criticlw on Paradife Lojl have, without 
much deliberation, commended Milton for conti- 
nuing it. But one language cannot communicate 
its rules to another. We have already tried and 

rejected 
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reje&ed the hexameter of the ancients, the double 
clofe of the Italians^ and the alexandrine of the 
french \ and the elifibn of vowels, however graceful 
it may feem to other nations, may be very unfuitable 
to the genius of the Englijh tongue. 

There is reafon to believe that we have negligently 
loft part of our vowels, and that the filent e which 
our anceftors added to moft of our monofyllables, 
was once vocah By this detruncation of our fyllables, 
our language is overftocked with confonants, and it 
it more neceflary to add vowels to the beginning of 
words, than to cut them off from the end. 

Milton therefore feems to have fomewhat miftakea 
the nature of our language, of which the chief defeft 
is ruggedn^fs and afperity, and has left our harfh ca- 
dences yet harflier. But his elifions are not all 
equally to be cenfured ; in fome fyllables they may 
be allowed, and perhaps in a few may be fafely imi- 
tated. The abfcidion of a vowel is undoubtedly vi« 
cious when it is flrongly founded, and makes, with 
its affociate confonant, a full and audible fyllable« 

-— -^ What he gives, 
(Spiritual, may to pured fpirlts be found, 
No ingrateful food, and food alike thefe pure 
Intelligential fuHftances require. 

Fruits,-— *J7(;^maif fables true, 
If true, here culjt and of delicious tafte. 



- Evening now approach'd. 



for we hsve alfi our evening and our mom. 

Of guefts he makes them flaves, 
Jnhofpita^^, «o4 |cill» their infant males. 



And 
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And vital Vitftf^ infusMi and vital warmth 
Throughout the fluid oiafs. ■ 

God made thee of choice his own, and of his own 
To fcrve him. 

I believe every reader will agree that in all thofe 
paflagesy though not equally in all, the mufick is 
injured, and in fome the meaning obfcured. There 
are other lines in which the vowel is cut off, but 
it is fo faintly pronounced in common fpeech, that 
the lofs of it in poetry is fcarcely perceived ; and 
therefore fuch compliance with the meafme may bo 
allowed. 

Nature breeds 
Perrerfe, all monHrous, all prodigious thingSt 
Abomioa^Afi inuttera^/r $ and worfe 
Than fahles yet have feign'd— - 



— — From the (horc 
They viewM the vaft immcnfura^ifc abyfs. 

Impepetra^/if, impalM with circling fire. 

To none communicaiZ? in earth or heaven. 

Yet even thefe contraftions encreafe the roughnefs 
of a language too rough already ; and though in long 
poems they may be fometimes fuffered, it never can 
be faulty to forbear them. 

* Miltan frequently ufes in his poems the hyperme- 
trical or redundant line of eleven fyllables. 



-Thus it (hall befall 



Him who to wbrth in woman over truftm/ 
Lets her will rule ■ 

I alfo cir'd in over much admiriir^. 



Verfcs 
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Verfes of this kind occur almoft in every ps^e ; 
bat thoogh they are not unpleafing or diiTonanr* 
they ought not to be admitted into heroick poetry^ 
fince the narrow limits of our language allow us 
no ether diftin£tion of q^ck and tragick meafures, 
than is afforded by the liberty of changing at wiU 
the terminations of the dramatick lines, and briqg<« 
tag them by that relaxation of metrical rigour nearer 
€0 pr(^ 



Numb. 89. Tuesday, January 22, i75i* 

JhJce ^ Jefifere in loc9. HolU 

Wlfdom at proper times is well forgot^ 

T OCKEj whom there is no reafon to fufpeA of 
J^ being a favourer of idienefs or Itbertinifm, hai 
advanced, that whoever hopes to employ any part 
of his time with efficacy and vigour, mufl allow fome 
of it to pafs in triSes. It is beyond the powers of 
humanity to fpend a whole liic in profound fludy 
and intenfe meditation, and the moft rigorous ex- 
a'ders of induftry and ferioufnefs have appointed 
hours for relaxation and amufemenr. 

Ir is certain, that, with or without our confent, 
many of the few moments allotted us will Aide im* 
perceptibly away» and that the mind will break, from 
confinement to its dated taflc, into fudden excurfions. 
Severe and connected attention is preferved but for 
a (hort time, and when a man fliuts himfelf up in his 
clofet, and bends his thoughts to the difcuffion of any 

abftrufe 
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abflrufe qdeftion, he ^11 find his facuki«s condnually 
IkesAihg away to more pleafing entertainments. He 
often perceives himfelf tranfported^ he knows not 
how, to diftant traAs of thought, and return to his 
firfl: obje& as from a dream^ without knowing when 
he forfook it, or how long he has been abftrafted 
from it. 

It has been obferved that the moft fltidious are not 
always the moft learned. There is, indeed, no great 
difficulty in difcovering that this difference of profi* 
ciency may arife from the difference of intelledual 
powers, of the choice of books, or the convenience 
of information. But I believe it llkewife frequently 
happens that the moft reclufe are not the moft vigor* 
ous profecutors of ftudy./ Many impofe upon the 
world, and many upon themfelves, by an appearance 
of fevere and exemplary diligence, when they, in 
reality, give themfelves up to the ^u^ury of &ncy, 
pleafe their minds with regulating the paft, or plan* 
ning out the future ; place themfelves at will in va- 
ried fituations of happinefs, and dumber away their 
days in voluntary vifions. In the journey of life fome 
iire left behind, becaufe they are naturally feeble and 
flow } fomc becaufe they mifs the way, and many be* 
caufe they leave it by choice, and inftead of preffing 
onward with a fteady pace, delight themfelves with 
momentary deviations, turn afide to pluck every 
flower, and repofe in every (hade. 
^ There is nothing more fatal to a man whofe bufx* 

^ nefs is to think, than to have learned the art of re* 
galing bis mind with thofe airy gratifications. Other 
vices or follies are reftrained by fear, reformed by 
admonition, or reje&ed by the convidton which the 

com* 
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ecfAptaifon iof our condodt with that of others maty 
in time produce^^ But this invifible riot of the mind^ 
this fiecret prodigality of being, is fecure from de-* 
tedion, and fearlefs of reproach.^ , The dreamer re* 
tires to his apartments, ihuts oat the cares and iOf* 
terruptions of mankind, and abandons himielf to his 
own fancy; new worlds rife up before him, one 
knage is followed by another, and a long fucce^n 
of delights dances round him. He is at laft called 
back to life by nature, or by cuftom, and enteis 
pee?iih into fociety, becaure he cannot model it ta 
his own will. He returns from his idle excurfiona 
with the afperity, though not with the knowledge of 
a ftudent, and haftens again to the fame felicity with 
the eagemefs of a man bent upon the advancement of 
Ibme favourite fcience. The infatuation ftrengthens 
by degrees, and, like the poifon of opiates, weakens 
his powers, without any external fymptom of malig- 
nity. 

It happens, indeed, that thefe hypocrites of learn«^ 
ing are in time dete£led, aAd convinced by difgrace 
fcmd difappointment of the difference between the la- 
loour of thought, and the fport of mufmg. But this 
dircovery is often not made till it is too late to reco* 
ver the time that has been fooled away. A thoufaod 
accidents may, indeed, awaken drones to a more 
early fenfe of their danger and their (hame. But 
they who are convinced of the neceffity of breaking 
from this habitual drowfinefs, too often relapfe in 
fpite of their refolution ; for thefe ideal feducers are 
always near, and neither any particularity of time nor 
place is neceffary to their influence ; they invade the 
foul without warniog, and have often charmed down 

refift- 
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tefiftaiice' before their reproach is percav^d or fii&. 
peQedi. 

This .captivity, however, it is tieeedary for every 
man to breaks ix^ho has any defire to be wife or ufeful, 
to pals his life with the efteem of others, .or to look 
back with fatisfaflion from his old age upon his ear« 
years* In order to regain liberty, he muft find 
the means of flying from himfelf ; he muft, in oppo- 
fition to the Stoick precept, teach his defires to fix 
upon external things; he muil adopt the joys and 
the pains of others, and excite in his mind the want 
of fodal pleafures and amicable communication* 

It is, perhaps, not iropoffible to promote the cure 
of this mental malady, by clofe application to fome 
new fludy, which may pour in freQi ideas, and keep 
curiofity in perpetual motion. But ftudy requires 
folitude, and foKtude is a ftate dangerous to thofe 
who are too much accuftomed to fink into themfelves* 
Adive employment or publick pleafure is generally 
a necefTary part of this inteileftual regimen, without 
which, though fome remiilion may be . obtaitied^ a 
complete cure will fcarcely be eifeded. 

This is a formidable and obftinate difeafe of .the 
intellefb, of which, when it has onee become radi* 
cated by time, the remedy is one of the hardeft talks 
of reafon and of virtue. Its flighted attacks, there*- 
fore, (hpuld be watchfully oppofed ; and he that finds 
the fi-igid and narcotick infedion beginning to feize 
him, fhould turn his whole attention againft it/ and 
check it at the firft difcovery by proper counteract 
tion. 

The great refolution to be formed, when happt- 
nefs and virtue are thus formidably invaded, is, that 

no 
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CO part of life be fpent in a ftate of neutrality or in« y 
difference ; but that fome pleafure be found for every \ 
nionient that is not devoted to labour ; and that, \ 

whenever the neceflary bufinefs of life grows irkfome / 

or difgufting, an immediate t^anfition be made to di** / 
verfion and gaiety. 

After the cxercifes which the health of the body 
requires, and which have themfelves a natural ten- 
dency to aftuate and invigorate the mind, the moft 
eligible amufement of a rational being feems to be 
that interchange of thoughts which is pradifed in free ^ 
and eafy converfation } where fufpicion is baniflied 
by experience, and emulation by benevolence; 
where every man fpeaks with no other reflraint than 
unwillingnefs to offend, and hears with no other dif« 
pofition than deiire to be pleafed. 

There muft be a time in which every man trifles ; 
and the only choice that nature oflFers us, is^ to trifle ) 
in company or alone. To join profit with pleafure, 
has been an old precept among men who have had 
very different conceptions of profit* All have agreed 
that our amufements (hould not terminate wholly in 
the prefent moment, but contribute more or lefs to 
future advantage. He that amufes himfelf among 
well chofen companions, can fcarcely fail to receive, 
from the moft carelefs and obftreperous merriment 
which virtue can allow, fome ufeful hints ; nor can 
converfe on the moft familiar topicks, without fome 
cafual information. The loofe fparkles of thought. 
lefs wit may give new light to the mind, and the gay 
contention for paradoxical pofitions rediiy the opi. 
nions. 

Vol. V. 1 This 
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This is the time in which tkofe friendihips that 
^lYc happineft or confolation, relief or fecurity, art 
generally formed. A wife and good man is never fo 
amiable as in his unbended and familiar intervals* 
Heroick generofity, or philofophical difcoveries, may 
compel veneration and refpeft, but love always im- 
})lies fome kind of natural or voluntary equality, and 
is only to be excited by that levity and cheerfulneft 
which difencumbers all minds from awe and folici«> 
tude, invites the modeft to freedom, and exalts the 
timorous to confidence. This eafy gaiety is certain 
to pleafe, whatever be the charafter of him that exerfs 
it ; if our fuperiors defcend from their elevation, we 
love them for lefiening the diftan^e at which we are 
placed below them ; and inferiors^ firom whom we 
can receive no lading advantage, will always keep 
cur affedlions while their fprightlinefs and mirth €on« 
tribute to our pleafure. 

Every man finds himfelf diflFerently affeded by 
the fight of fortreffes of war, and palaces of pleafure; 
we look on the height and ftrength of the bulwarks 
with a kind of gloomy fatisfaftion, for we cannot 
think of defence without admitting images of dan- 
ger ; but we range delighted and jocund through the 
gay apartments of the palace, becaufe nothing is im- 
prefled by them on the mind but joy and feftivity. 
Such is the difference between great and amiable 
charaftcrs ; with protedors we are fafe, with com* 
panions we are happy. 
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Numb. g6. Saturday, January 26, 1751* 

In tenm labor. VtRC« 

What toil in flender things ! 

T T IS very difficult to write on the minuter parts of 
•*" literature without failing either to pleafe or in* 
ftruft* Too much nicety of detail difgufts the great* 
eft part of readers, and to throw a multitude of par- 
ticulars under general heads, and lay down rules of ' 
extenfive comprehenfion, is to common underftand- 
ings of little ufe^ They who undertake thefe fub- 
jeSs are therefore always in danger, as one or other 
inconvenience arifes to their imagination, of fright* 
ing us with rugged fcience, or amufing us with empty 
found. 

In critidfing the work of Milton^ there fe, indeed, 
opportunity to interfperfe paflages that can hardly fail 
to relieve the languors of attention ; and fince, in ex« 
amining the variety and choice of the paufes with 
which he has diveriified his numbers, it will be ne- 
ceffary to exhibit the lines in which they are to be 
found, perhaps the remarks may be well compenfated 
by,the:e:?amples, and the irkfomenefs of grammatical 
difquifitions fomewhat alleviated. 

Milton formed his fcheme of verfification by the 
poets of Greece and Rome^ whom he propofed to him- 
ielf for his models, fo far as the difference of his Ian* 
guage from theirs would permit the imitation. There 
axe indeed many inconveniencies ii^feparable from^^ 

I 2 oiir * 
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our h^oick meafure compared wich that of Homer 
and Virgil; inconveniencies, which it is no re- 
proach to Milton not to have overcome, becaufe they 
are in their own nature infuperable; but againft 
which he has ftruggled with fo much art and dili- 
gence, that he may at leafl be faid to have deferved 
jfuccefs. 

The hexameter of the ancients may be confidered 
as confiding of fifteen fyllables, fo melodiouily dif- 
pofed, that, as every one knows who has examined 
the poetical authors, very pleafing and fonorous ly- 
rick meafures are formed from the fragments of the 
heroick. It is, indeed, fcarce podible to break them 
^ in fuch a manner but that invcnias etiam disjedi memr 
bra poeta^ fome harmony will ftill remain, and the 
due proportions of found will always be difcovered. 
This meafure therefore allowed great variety of 
paufes, and great liberties of conncdting one verfe 
with another, becaufe wherever the line was inter- 
rupted, either part fingly was mufical. But the an. 
cients feem to have confined this privilege to hexa- 
meters; for in their other meafures, though longer 
than the Englijb heroick, thofe who wrote after the 
refinements of verfification, venture fo feldom to 
change their paufes, that every variation may be fup- 
pofed rather a compliance with neceflity than the 
choice of judgment. 

Milton was conftrained within the narrow limits of 
a meafure not very harmonious in the utmoft perfec- 
tion ; the fingle parts, therefore, into which it was to 
ht fometimes broken by paufes, were in danger of 
lofing the very form of verfe. This has, perhaps, 
notwithftanding all his cafe, fometimes happened. 

As 
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As harmony is the end of poetical meafures, no 
part of a verfe ought to be fo feparated from the 
reft as not to remain ftill more harmonious than 
profe, or to fhew, by the difpofition of the tones, 
that it is part of a verfe. This rule in the old hexa- 
meter might be eafily obferved, but in Englijh will 
very frequently be in danger of violation ; for the 
order and regularity of accents cannot well be per- 
ceived in a fucceflion of fewer than three fyllables, 
which will confine the Englijh poet to only five 
paufes; it being fuppofed, that when he conneds 
one line with another, he fhould never make a full 
paufe at lefs diftance than that of three fyllables from 
the beginning or end of a verfe. 

That this rule fliould be uiriverfally and indifpenf- 
ably eftabliflied, perhaps cannot be granted; fome- 
thing may be allowed to variety, and fomething to 
the adaptation of the numbers to the fubjeft ; but 
it will be found generally neceflary, and the ear will 
feldom fail to fuffer by its negleft. 

Thus when a fingle fyllable is cut off from the 
reft, it muft either be united to the line with which 
the fenfe connefts it, or be founded alone. If it be 
united to the other line, it corrupts its harmony ; 
if disjoined it muft ftand alone, and with regard to 
mufick be fuperfluous ; for there is no harmony in 
a fingle found, becaufe it has no proportion to an. 
gther. 

' Hypocrites auftcrcly talk. 
Defaming as impure what God declares 
Pure \ and commands to fomc, leaves free to all. 

1 3 When 
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When two fyllables Ukewife are abfctnded from 
the reft, they evidently waot fome affoeiate found« 
to jptiake them harmomous. 



Eyci 

— more wakeful than to drouze, 
Charm'd with Arcadian pipe, the paft'ral rcc4 
Of HermeSi or his opiate rod. Meanwhile 
To re falutc the world with facred light 
leucofbea wak'4* 

H« end#d| and the f«D gave iignal high 
To the bright miniver that watch'd ; ie bkm 
}^\% trumpet. 

Firft in the eail hts glorious lamp wi^s feeui 
Regent of day ; and all th' horizon round 
Invefted with bright rays, jocun^ to run 
His longitude through heav'n's high road ; tbsgr^y 
Dawn, and the Pkiades, before him daQc'd> 
Shedding fweet influence. 

The fame defeft is perceived in the fQlIowing 
line, whjcre the paufe is at the fecond fyllable from 
^e beginning. 

The race 
Of that wDd rout that fore the Thracian bard 
In Rhottope^ where ii^oods and rocks had ears 
To rapture, 'till the farage clamour drown'd 
Both harp and voice $ nor coiild the mufe defen4 
Her [on. So fail not thou, who thee implores. 

When the paufe falls upon the third fyllable or 
the feventh, the harmony is better prefcrved ; but as 
the third and feventh are weak fyllables, the period 

leaves 
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leaves the ear unfatisfiedy and in expedadon of the 
remaining part of the verfe* 

Hcy With his horn'd crew^ 
l.ay Tanquifti'dy rolling in the fiery gulph. 
Confounded though immoito/- But his doom 
RefervM htm to more wrath ; for now the thought 
Both of loft happioefs and lafting pain 
Torments him. 

Gody — ^with frequent intercourfe. 
Thither will fend his winged meflengers 
On errands of fupematural grace. So fung 
The glorious train afcendin^. 

It may be, I think, eftablifhed as a rule, that a 
paufe which concludes a period Ihould be made for 
the moft part upon a ftrong fyllable, as the fourth 
and fixth ; but thofe paufes which only fufpend the 
ienfe may be placed upon the weaker. Thus the reft 
in the third line of the firfl paflage fatisfies the ear 
better than in the fourth, and the clofe of the fecond 
quotation better than of the third. 

The evil foon 
Drawn back, redounded (as a flood) on thofe 
From whom it Jprung i impoffible to mix 
With hkfcdnefs. 

—What we by day 
Lop overgrown, or prune, or prop, or bmd» 
One night or two with wanton growth derides. 
Tending to wild. 

The paths and bow'rs doubt not but our joint hands 
Will keep from wildemefs with eafe as wide 
As we need walky tiU younger hands ere long 

1 4 The 
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The reft in the fifth place has the fame inconvenu 
ence as in the feventh and third, that the fyllable is 
weak. 

Eeaft now with beaft 'gan war» and fowl with fowl. 
And fifh with filh, to graze the herb all leaving. 
Devoured each other f Nor ftood much in awe 
Of man, but fled ^/m, or with countenance grim, 
Glar'd on him pafsi/i^. 

The nobleft and moft majeiUck paufes which our 
verfiBcation admits, are upon the fourth and li^cth 
fyllables, which are both ftrongly founded in a pure 
and regular verfe, and at either of which the line 
}s fo divided, that both members participate of har^ 
jnony. 

But now at laft the facred influence 
Of light appears y and from the walls of heav^Q 
Shoots far into the bofom of dim night 
A glimmering davsn : here nature firft begins 
H^r farthcft verge, and chaos to retire. 

But far above all others, if I can give any cre- 
dit to my own ear, is the reft upon the fixth fyU 
lable, which taking in a complete compafs of found, 
fuch as is fufEcienf to conftitute one of our lyrick 
meafures, makes a full and folemn clofe. Some 
paffages which conclude at this ftop, I could never 
read without fome ftrong emotions of delight or ad^i 
nuration. 

Before the hills appeared, or fountain flow'd, 
7hou with the eternal wifdom didii converfe, 
Wifdom thy filler, and with her didft play 
Jn prefence of the almighty Father, pleas'4 
With thy cekftial Jong. 

Or 
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Or other worlds they feemM, or happy ifles. 
Like thofe Hejperian gardens fam'd of old. 
Fortunate fields, and groves, and flow'ry vales. 
Thrice happy iiles I But who dwelt happy there. 
He ftaid not to ii^qwre. 

He Mew 
His trumpet, heard in Oreb (ince, perhaps 
When God defcended ; and, perhaps, once more 
To found at general doomp 

If the poetry of Milton be examined, with regard 
fo the paufes and flow of his verfes into each other, 
{t will appear, that he has performed all that our lan- 
guage would admit ; and the comparifon of his num« 
bers with thofe who have cultivated the fame manner 
of writing, will (hew that he excelled as much in the 
lower as the higher parts of his art, and that his ikili 
in harmony was not lefs th^n his invention or hit 
)earningt 
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Numb. 91. Tuesday, January 29, 1751. 

Dulcu inexpertis cultura foientlt amici^ 

Experiut metmi, HoR* 

To court the great ones, and to footh their pride, 

Seems a fwcct taflc to thofe that never tried ; 

But thole that have, know weD that danger's near. Creech. 

^Tp H E Sciences having long feen their votaries 
"** labouring for the benefit of mankind without 
reward, put up their petition to Jupiter for a more 
equitable diftribution of riches and honours. Jupiter 
was moved at their complaints, and touched with the 
approaching miferies of men, whom the Sciencbs, 
wearied with perpetual ingratitude, were now threat* 
ening to forfake, and who would have been reduced 
by their departure to feed in dens upon the maft 
of trees, to hunt their prey in deferts, and to perilh 
under the paws of animals ftronger and fiercer than 
themfelves. 

A fynod of the celeftials was therefore convened, 
in which it was refolved, that Patronage (hould 
defcend to the afliftance of the Sciences. Patron- 
age was the daughter of Astrea, by a mortal father, 
and had been educated in the fchool of Truth, by 
the GoddeiTes, whom (he was now appointed to pro- 
teS. She had from her mother that dignity of 
afpeft, which ftruck terror into falfe merit, and from 
her miftrefs that referve, which made her only acccf- 
fible to thofe whom the Sciences brought into her 

prefe nee. 

She 
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She came down, with the general acclamation of 
^\ the powers that favour learning. Hope danced 
before her, and Libehality flood at her fide, ready 
to fcatter by her dirediun ihe gifts which Fortune, 
who followed her, was commanded to fupply. As 
Ihe advanced towards Parnajfus^ the cloud which had 
long hung over it, was immediately difpelled. The 
fhades, before withered with drought, fpread their 
original verdure, and the flowers that had languiihed 
with chilnels brightened their colours, and invigorated 
their fcents ; the Mufes tuned their harps and exerted 
their voices ; and all the concert of nature welcomed 
her arrival. 

On Pamaffiu ihe fixed her refidence, in a palace 
ndfed by the Spi£NC£s, and adorned with whatever 
could delight the eye, elevate the imagination, or 
enlarge the underftading. Here flie difperfed the 
gifts of Fortune with the impartiality of Justicb, 
and the difcernment of Truth. Her gate flood al- 
ways open, and Hqpe fat at the portal, inviting to 
entrance all whom the Sciences numbered in their 
train. The court was therefore thronged with innu- 
merable multhudes, of whom, though many returned 
difappointed, fcldom any had confidence to complain; 
for Patronage was known to negleft few, but for 
want of the due claims to her regard. Thofe, there-r 
fore, who had folicited her favour without fuccefs, 
generally withdrew from public notice, and either 
diverted their attention to meaner employments, or 
endeavoured to fupply their deficiencies by clofe? 
application. 

In time, however, the number of thofe who had 
mifcarried in their pretenfions grew fp great, that 

they 
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they became lefs afliatned of their repulfes ; and in- 
ftead of hiding their difgrace in retirement, began 
to befiege the gates of the palace, and obftruft the 
entrance of fuch as they thought likely to be more 
careffed. The decifions of Patronage, who was 
but half a Goddefs, had been fometimes erroneous ; 
and though flie always made hafte to redlify her 
miftakes, a few inflances of her fallibility encouraged 
every one to appeal from her judgment to his own 
and that of his companions, who are always ready to 
clamour in the common caufe, and elate each other 
with reciprocal applaufe. 

Hope was a fleady friend to the difappointed, and 
Impudence incited them to accept a fecond invita- 
tion, and lay their claim again before Patronage. 
They were again, for the moft part, fent back with 
ignominy, but found Hope not alienated, and Im- 
pudence more refolutely zealous ; they therefore 
contrived new expedients, and hoped at laft to pre- 
vail by their multitudes which were always increaf- 
ing, and their perfeverance which Hope and Impu* 
DENCE forbad them to relax. 

Patronage having b^en long a ftranger to the 
heavenly aflemblies, began to degenerate towards 
terreftrial nature, and forget the precepts of Justice 
and Truth. Inftead of confining her friendfliip to 
the Sciences, fhe fuffered herfelf, by little and little> 
to contraft an acquaintance with Pride, the fon of 
Falsehood, by whofe embraces fhe had two daugh- 
ters, Flattery and Caprice. Flattery was 
nurfed by Liberality, and Caprice by For- 
tune, without any af&ftance from the leifons of the 
Sciences. 

Patronage 
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Patronage began openly to adopt the fentiments 
and imitate the manners of her hufband, by whofe 
opinions (he now directed her decirK>ns with very 
little heed to the precepts of Truth ; and as her 
daughters continually gained upon her afiedions^ 
the Sciences lofi: their influence, till none found 
much reafon to boaft of their reception, but thofc 
whom Caprice or Flattery conduced to her 
throne. 

The throngs who had fo long waited, ahd fo often 
been difmifled for want of recommendation from the 
Sciences^ were delighted to fee the power of thofe 
rigorous GoddelTes tending to its extindion. Their 
patroneffes now renewed their encouragements. 
Hope frailed at the approach of Caprice, and Im- 
pudence was always at hand to introduce her clients 
to Flattery. 

Patronage had now learned to procure herfelf re- 
verence by ceremonies and formalities, and inftead 
of admitting her petitioners to an immediate audi- 
ence, ordered the antechamber to be eredked, called 
among mortals, the Hall of Expedation. Into this 
hall the entrance was eafy to thofe whom Impudence 
had configned to Flattery, and it was therefore 
crowded with a promifcuous ihiong, affembled from 
every corner of the earth, prefling forward with the 
utmoft eagernefs of defire, and agitated with all the 
anxieties of competition. 

They entered this general receptacle with ardour 
and alacrity, and made no doubt of fpeedy accefs, 
under the conduft of Flattery, to the prefence of 
Patronage. But it generally happened that they 
were here left to their deftiny, for the inner doors 

were 
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were committed to Caprice, ^o opened and fhut 
them, as it feemed, by chance, and rejefted or ad* 
mitted without any fettled rule of diftinftion. In 
the mean time, the miferable attendants were left to 
wear out their lives in alternate exultation and dejec-* 
tion, delivered up to the fport of Suspicion, who 
was always whifpering into their ear defigns againft 
them which were never formed, and of Envy, wIw 
diligently pointed out the good fortune of one or 
other of their competitors. Infamy flew round the 
hall, and fcattered mildews from her wings, with 
which every one was ftained ; Reputation followed 
her with flower flight, and endeavoured to hide the 
blemifiies with paint, which was immediately braflied 
away, or feparated of iifelf, and left the ftains more 
vifible; nor were the fpots of Infamy ever eflFacedi, 
but with limpid water effufed by the hand of Time 
from a well which fprung up beneath the throne of 
Truth. 

It frequently happened that Scienck, unwilling to 
lofe the ancient prerogative of recommending to 
Patronage, would lead her followers into the Hall 
of Expedation ; but they were foon difcouraged from 
attending, for not only Envy and Suspicion in- 
ceflantly tormented them, but Impudence confider- 
ed them as intruders, and incited Infamy to 
blacken theml They therefore quickly retired, but 
feldom without fome fpots which they could fcarcely 
wafti away, and which fliewed that they had once 
waited in the Hall of ExpeSlaiion. 

The reft continued to expeft the happy moment^ 

at which Caprice fliould beckon them to approach ; 

and endeavoured to propitiate her, not with Homericai 

3 harmony. 
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bannony, the reprefentation of great afblons, or the 
recital of noble fentiments, but with foft and volup- 
tuous melody, intermingled with the praifes of Pa- 
TRONAG£ and Prii>£, by whom they were heard at 
once with pleafure and contempt. 

Some were indeed admitted by Caprice, whea 
they lead expected it, and heaped by Patronage 
with the gifts of Fortune, but they were from that 
time chained to her foot (tool, and condemned to re- 
gulate their lives by her glances and her nods ; they 
feemed proud of their manacles, and feldom com- 
plained of any drudgery, however fervile, or any 
affront, however contemptuous ; yet they were often, 
notwithftanding their obedience, feized on a fudden 
by Caprice, diverted of their ornaments, and thruft 
back into the Hall of Expe&ation. 

Here they mingled again with the tumult, and all, 
except a few whom experience had taught to feek 
happinefs in the regions of liberty, continued to 
fpend hours, and days, and years, courting the fmlle 
of Caprice by the arts of Flattery ; till at length 
new crowds preffed in upon them, and drove them 
forth at different outlets into the habitations of Dis- 
ease, and Shame, and Poverty, and Despair, 
where they palTed the reft of their lives in narratives 
of promifes and breaches of faith, of joys and for- 
rows, of hopes and difappomtments. 

The Sciences, after a thoufand indignities, retired 
from the palace of Patronage, and having long 
wandered over the world in grief and diftrefs, were 
led at laft to the cottage of Independence, the 
daughter of Fortitude j where they were taught 
by Prudence and Parsimony to fupport them- 
felves in dignity and quiet» 
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Numb., 92. Saturday, February 2^ ^75'^ 



yam nunc mnaet murmure comuum 

Ferfiringis auresy jam RftdJIrepufa* HoK# 

Lo ! now the clarion's voice I hear. 

Its threatning murmurs pierce mine car. 

And in thy lines with brazen breath 

The trumpet founds the charge of death. FftANCf s^^ 



TT has been long obferved, that the idea of beauty 
^ is vague and undefined, difFerent in different 
minds, and diverfified by time or place. It has been 
a term hitherto ufed to (ignify that which pleafes us 
we know not why, and in our approbation of which 
we can'juftify ourfelves only by the concurrence of 
numbers, without much power of enforcing our 
opinioi) upon others by any argument, but example 
and authority. It is, indeed, fo little fubjeft to the 
examinations of reafon, that Pafchal fuppofes it to 
end where demonftration begins, and maintains, that 
without incongruity and abfurdity we cannot fpeak of 
geometrical beauty. 

To trace all the fources of that various pleafure 
which we afcribe to the agency of beauty, or to dit 
entangle all the perceptions involved in its idea^ 
would, perhaps, require a very great part of the life 
of Arijiotle or Plato. It is, however, in many cafes, 
apparent that this quality is merely relative and 
comparative ; that we pronounce things beautiful 
becaufe they have fomething which we agree, for 

what- 
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whatever reafon^ to call beauty, in a greater degree 
dian we have been accnftomed Co find it in other 
things of the fame kind ; and that we transfer the eph- 
tbet as Qur knowledge *increafes, and appropriate k 
to higher excellence, when higher excellence comes 
within our view. 

Much of the beauty of writing is of this kind ; and 
therefore B^ikau juftly remarks, that the books which 
have flood the ted of time, and been admired through 
all the changes which the mind of man has fuffered 
from the various revolutions of knowledge, and the 
prevalence of contrary cuflx>ms, have a better claim 
to our regard than any modem can boaft, becaufe the 
kmg continuance of their reputation proves that they 
are adequate to our faculties, and agreeable to 
nature. 

Jt is, however, the talk of criticifra to eftablifli' 
priixiples ; to improve opinion into knowledge ; and 
to diftinguilli thofe means of pleafing which depend 
upon known caufes and rational deduftion, from the 
namelefs and inexplicable elegancies which appeal 
wholly to the fancy, from which we feel delight, but 
know not how they produce it, and which may well 
be termed the enchantrefles of the foul. Criticifm ; 
reduces thofe regions of literature under the domi- 
nion of fclence, which have hitherto known only the 
anarchy of ignorance, the caprices of fancy, and the 
tyranny of prefcription. 

There is nothing in the art of verfifying fo much 
caqvoied to the power of imagination* as the accom- 
modation of the found to the fenfe, or the reprefent- 
atioa of paaticukr images, by the flow of the verfe 

Vol. V. K in 
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in which they are ezprefled. Every ftudent has innif* 
merable paflages, ia which he, and perhaps he alone, 
difcovers fuch refemblances ; and fmce the attention 
of the prefent race of poetical readers feems paiticu* 
larly turned upon this fpecies of elegance, I fliall en- 
deavour to examine how much thefe conformities 
have been obferved by the poets, or direded by the 
criticks, how far they can be eftablifhed upon nature 
and reafon, and on what occafions they have been 
praftifed by Milton. 

Hcmer^ the father of all poetical beauty, has beea 
particularly celebrated by Dionyfius of Halkarmffm^ 
as be that J of all the poets^ exhibited the greateji va^ 
riety of found; for there are^ fays he, innumerable 
faffagesy in which length of time^ bulk of body^ extre^ 
mity ofpq/Jionj andjlillnefs of repofe ; or^ in which ^ on 
the contrary^ brevity ^ fpeed^ and eager nefs^ are evi' 
dently marked out by the found of the fyllables. Thus 
the anguifh and flow pace with which the blind Poly- 
pheme groped out with his hands the entrance of his 
cave^ are perceived in the cadence of the verfes which 
defcribe it. 

Mean time the cyclop raging with his wound. 
Spreads his wide arms, and fcarches round and round. 

POPB. 

The critick then proceeds to fhew, that the efforts 
oi Achilles ftruggling in his armour againft the current 
of a river, fometimes refiftiag and fometimes yield* 
iiig, may be perceived in the elifions of the fyllables, 

the 
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the flow futceffioa of the feet^ and the ftrength of the 
coafonants, 

\2du t If troMii foMs^ ^- b}£ cro^ccnrur 
*Effxi rng{{ag^w. ■ ■ ■ 

So oft the furge iii wat'ry mountains fpreac!, 
Beats on his badk| or burfts upon his head, 
Yet datlntlefs (till the adverfe flood he braves^ 
And (till indignant bounds above the waves. 
Tir'd by the tides, his knees relax with toil ; 
Wafh'd from beneath hfan> iiides the flimy foil. Popb. 

When Hornet defcribes the crufli of men dafhed 
againft a tock, he collects the moft unpleafing and 
harfli founds* 

'His bloody hand 
, Snatch'd two, unhappy I of my martial band. 
And dafh'd like dogs againft the ftony floof : 
The pavement fwims with braii^s and mingled gore. 

Pope. 

And when he would place before the eyes fomething 
dreadful and aftonifhing, he makes choice of the 
ftrongefl: vowels^ and the letters of moft difficult ut« 
terance« 

Til J* fffi /AW Tofyt^ $\'QovtZm^ Wt^wk 
AayoD it^fjunm' ^i^^ Si Ael/A^ ri ^iS^ n. 

Tremendous Gorgon frown*d upon its fieldi 

And circling terrors fiU'd th' exprellive flueld. Popt. 

K 2 Many 
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Many oAer examples Dimjfius produces; bot 
thefe will fufficiently fliew, that either he vn% fanti- 
ful, or we have loft the genuine pronunciation ; for I 
know not whetheFt in any one of tbefe inftaoces, fuch 
limilitude can be difcovered. It feems, indeed, pro- 
bable, that the veneration with which Hwmer was 
read, produced many fuppofititious beaiuties: for 
though it is certain, that tEe^I^JiiSTof many of his 
verfes very piliy corrciponcbi with the thkgs ex- 
preffed, yet when the force of his imaginQtion, which 
gave him fell poffeflkm of every objeft, is confidered^ 
together with, the flexibility of his language, of which 
the fyllables might be often contraded or dilated at 
pleafure, it will feem unlikely that fuch confor- 
mity fhould happen lefs frequently even without 
defign. 

It is not however to be doubted, thai r/rjt'/, who 
wrote aniidft the light of criticifm, and who owed fo 
n)uch of his fucceCs to art and labour, endeavoured, 
among other excellencies, to exhibit this fimilitude j 
nor has he been kfe happy in this than in the other 
graces of verfification. This felicity of his numbers 
was, at the revival of learning, difplayed witli great 
elegance by Vida^ m his Art of Poetry. 

Haud fails ejl Hits titcunqxu claudere verfum.-'-''^ 
Omnia fed numeris vocum concord'tbus aptanty 
Aiqiiifofio quacunque canunt imitaniury W apta 
Verborum facie^ bf quafito carmiftis ore, 

Nnm diverfa opus efi veluti dare verjthiis ora^ 

Hie milKT motuqm ptdum^ ^ pirmcthus alts^ 
MoVe vu$t» tmeko lapfu per levia radit : 
Ille auietn memirisj ac mole ignavius ingem 

Incedit 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



N«9a- THE RAMBLER: 133 

Incedk iardo moKmtu Jitifideftda. 
Ecee aliqutsjiibit Mgr^gia puUieprimu/ -on^ 
Cut LUtim memhrif Venm /tmnihus affiat bomnm^ 
Contra idius rtulis^ hifarmes -jfienJit isf mrtus^ 
Hir/utuxn§ue/upercUium, ac caudamfitm^am^ 
Ingr4itMS ilttfuf fonitu UUtmbilis ifjo, ■ ■> 
Ergo4ihiJAm nuutm Jptsmas J!^ ^re rmenUt 
Incubuere mari^ videos £^umart reduQu 
Convuifum remisy roftrifque Jtrldentibus aquor^ 
Tunc longe fak fttxnfmmtit^ tunc ^/rstu ^mOi/ 
Inciplunt ggitato tumrfim^ : Mttonfiu^m 
Iltidunt r4mc9y atqm tifroBm rtnturmuvmt 4mdtt 
Ad^c^fuUs^ cumtdo iftfrfmtvr praruptus ofim tmni.'-^ 
Cum vero ck ako fpeculatm €aruim Ntreus 
lusmit in tmremfiagni, pladdjtque plaudiSf 
Labitmr mnSta vadlt atifs, fiet^ unBa carina.* ■ ■ 
yeriw Htam res exiguiu angvfia fe^imtur^ 
Jngent^ye ju^MSt ingetitia: cunBa giganMn 
Vajla decent^ vtdtus immanes^ peBcra /ata, 
Et magni tnifnbrorum arttss, magfia offu lacertique^ 
Atque aieoj Jiquid geritur pwlimine magffOj 
jiddr tnoramf ^parifer fetum ^uaque verba labortm 
Segnta : fett qttando vi multa gleba coasts 
AEternnm frangenin Vtitntihusj etquorefeu cwn 
Cornua veiatarum obvertimus anteunarum. 
At morafifuerit damnoj properarejubebo, 
8ife forte cava extulerrt mala vrpera terra, 
Tolleworas^ capefaxa manu, caperobora, paftor s 
Ftrte ctti fiammaSj date tela, repellite pefiem. 
Ipfe etiam verfus ruat, in pracepifque feratur^ 
Immenjb cum pracipitans ruit Oceano nox, 
Aut cum perculfus graviter pronimbrt humi bos, 
Cumque etiam requies rebus datur, ipfa quoque uKro 
tormina paultfper curju cejfare videbis 
In medio interrupta : quthunt cttm freta pontt, 
Poflquam aura pofuere, quiefcere prothus ipfum 
Cerntretrit, mediifque ificeeptis ftftere verjum* 
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^uid dicamf fenior cum telum imhellefme tSu 
Invalidus jacity i*f defeBis viribus ager ? 
Num quoque turn verfus fegni pariter pede languet s 
Sanguis hehet^ Jrigent effaetdt in corpore vires. 
Fortem autem juvenem deceat prorumpere in arces^ 
Evertijfe domoSy prafraBaque quadrupedantum 
PeBora peBoribus perrumpere^ Jtemere turret 
Ingenies, ioioque^ ferum darefunera campo^ 

Tis not enough his vcrfes to complete, 
In meafure, number, or determined feet. 
To all, proportion'd terms he muft difpenfe. 
And make the found a piiSlure of the fenfe \ 
The correfpondent words exaftly frame, 
The look, the features, and the mien the fame* 
With rapid feet and wings, without delay. 
This fwiftlj flies, apd fmoothly {kirns away : 
This blooms with youth and beauty in his face. 
And V'enus breathes on ev'ry limb a grace ; 
Thgt, of rude form, his uncouth members fliows, 
Looks horrible, and frowns with his rough brows | 
His monftrous tail, in many a fold and wind| 
Voluminous and vaft, ' curls up behind ; 
At once the image and the lines appear, 
Rude to the eye, and frightful to the ear. 
Lo I when the failors fteer the pond'rous ihips^ 
And plough, with brazen beaks, the foamy deeps^ 
Encumbent on the main that roars around. 
Beneath the labVing pars the waves refound 9 
The prpws wide echoing thro* the dark profound. 
To the loud call each diftant rock replies \ 
Toft by the ftorm the tow'ring furges rife $ 
While the hoarfe ocean beats the founding (hore^ 
Dafli'd from the (brand, the flying waters roar. 
Flafl^at the (hock, apd gathering in a heap. 
The liquid mountains rife, and over-hang the deep. 
But when blue Neptune from his ear furyeyS| 
And calms at one regard the raging feas> 

Strctel^y 
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Stretch^ like a peaceful lake the deep fubfides^ 

>A.nd the pitch'd vefTel o*er the furface glides. 

When things are fmall, the terms fhould ftiil be fo ; 

For low words pleafc us when the theme is low. 

But when fome giant^ horrible and grim^ 

Enormous in his gait, and vaft in ev'ry limb. 

Stalks towering on ; the fwelling words mud rife 

In juft proportion to the monfter^sTi^e, 

If fome large weight his huge arms ftrive to {hore, 

The verfe too labours; the throng'd words fcarce move. 

When each ftiff clod beneath the pond'rous plough 

Crumbles and breaks, th' encumber'd lines muft flow. 

Nor lefs, when pilots catch the friendly gales, 

Unfurl their ftirouds, and hoift the wide-ftretch'd fails. 

But if the poem fufiers from delay, 

Let the lines fly precipitate away. 

And when the viper iflues from the brake. 

Be quick $ with ftones, and brands, and fire, attack 

His rifing creft, and drive the ferpent back. 

When night defcends, or ftunn'd by numerous ftrokes. 

And groaning, to the earth drops the vaft ox | 

The line too finks with correfpondent found. 

Flat with the ftcer, and headlong to the ground. 

When the wild waves fubfide, and tcmpefts ceafe, 

And huih the roarings of the fea to pe^ce > 

So oft WG fee the interrupted ftrajn 

Stop'd in the midft — ^and with the dlcnt main 

Paufc for a fpace — at laft it glides again. 

When Priam ftrains his aged arms, to throw 

His unavailing jav'line at the foe ; 

(His blood congeal'd, and ev'ry nerve unftrung) 

Then with the theme complies the artful fong y 

Like him, the folitary numbers flow, 

Weak, trembling, melancholy, ftiflF and flow. 

Not fo young Pyrrhus^ who with rapid force 

Beats 4own embattled armies in his courfe. 

K4 " ^The 
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The raging youth on trembling Nhn falb, 

Bums her ftrong gites, and ihakee her lofty wallt ; 

Provokes his flying courfer to the jEjpeed, 

In full career to charge the warlike fteed : 

He piles the field with mountains of the ilain ) 

He pours, he ftorms, he thunders thro' the plain* FtTT. 

From the Italian gardens Pope fecms to hare tranf- 
planted this flower, the growth of happier cKmates, 
into a foil lefs adapted to its nature, and lefs favour- 
able to its increafe. 

Scrft is the ftrairi, when Zephyr gently blows. 

And the fmooth dream in fmoother numbers flows ; 

But when loud billows lafli the founding fliore. 

The hoarfe rough verfe fhould like the torrent roar. 

When Ajax ftrives fome rock's vaft weight to throw. 

The line too labours, and the words move flow; 

Not fo when fwift Camilla fcours the plain, 

Flies o'er th' unbending corn, and fkims along the main. 

From thefe lines, laboured with great attention, 
and celebrated by a rival wit, may be judged what 
can be expected from the moil diligent endeaTours 
after this imagery of found. The vcrfe intended to 
reprefent the whifper of the vernal breeze, muft be 
confefled not much to excel in foftnefs or volubi- 
lity : and the fmooth ftream runs with a perpetual 
clafli of jarring confonants. The noife and tiirbu- 
lence of the torrent, is, indeed, diflindly imaged, 
for it requires very little ficill to make our language 
rough : but in thefe lines, which mention the effort 
of Ajax^ there is no particular heavinefs, obftruc- 
tion, or delay. The fwiftnefs of Camiftn is rather 

contrafted 
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contrafted than exemplified; \vhy the verfe ihoulct 
be lengthened to exprefs fpeed, will not eafily be dif- 
covered. In the dadtyls ufed for that purpofe by the 
ancients^ two fhort fylliblcs were pronounced with- 
fuch rapidity, as to be equal only to one long ; they, 
therefore, naturally exhibit the aft of paffing through 
a long fpace in a fliort time. But the 'Alexandrine^ 
by its paufe in the mxdft, ii a tardy and ftately mea« 
fare; and the word unbending, one of the moft flug« 
gifli and flow which our language affords, .cannot 
fnuch accelerate its motion. 

Thcfe rules and ihefe examples have taught our 
prefent criticks to inquire very fludioufly and mU 
tiutely into founds and cadences. It is, therefore, 
ufeiul to examine with what (kill they have pro<« 
ceeded ; what difcoveries they have made ; and whe* 
ther any rules can be eflabliOied which may guide ui 
hereafter in fuch refearches. 
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Numb. 93. TuesdxYj February ^^ ^7S^^ 

- Experiar quia concedatur in illof 

^orumjiaminia te^itur cims atque Latina* Ju Y* 

More fafcly truth to urge her claim prefurncs. 
On names now found alone on bool(8 and tombs^ 

^HERE are few books on which more time 
is fpent by young ftudents, than on treatife$ 
which deliver the charafters of authors; nor any 
which oftner deceive the expeftation of the reader, 
or fill his mind with more opinions which the pro- 
grefs of his ftudies and the increafe of his knowledge 
oblige him to refign. 

Baillet has introduced his coUefbion of the deci« 
fions of the learned, by an enumeration of the preju* 
dices which miflead the critick, and raife the paflions 
in rebellion againft the judgment. His catalogue, 
though large, is imperfeft; and who can hope to 
complete it ? The beauties of writing have been ob» 
ferved to be often fuch as cannot in the prefent ftate 
of human knowledge be evinced by evidence, or 
drawn out into demonfirations ; they are therefore 
wholly fubjeft to the imagination, and do not force 
their effeds upon a mind preoccupied by unfavour* 
able fentiments, nor overcome the counter-a£Uon of 
a falfe principle or of ftubborn partiality. 

To convince any man againft his will is hard, 
but to pleafe him againft his will is juftly pro* 
nounced by Drydm to be above the reach of human 

abilities* 
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abilities. Intered and pailion will hold out long 
againft the clpfeft fiege of diagrams and fyllogifms, 
but they are abfolutely impregnable to imagery and 
fentiment ; and will for ever bid defiance to the 
moft powerful ftrains of Virgil or Horner^ though 
they may give way in time to the batteries of Euclid 
or Archimedes. 

In trufting therefore to the fentence of a critick, 
we are in danger not only from that vanity which 
exalts writers too often to the dignity of teaching 
what they are yet to learn, from that negligence 
which fometimes fteals upon the mod vigilant cau- 
tion, and that fallibility to which the condition of nar 
ture has fubje£led every human under/landing; but 
&om a thoufand eactrinfick and accidental caufes, from 
every thing which can excite kindnefs or malevo- 
lence, veneration or contempt. 

Many of thofe who have determined with great 
boldnefs upon the various degrees of literary merit, 
may be juftly fufpefted of having paflTed fentence, 
as Seneca remarks of Claudius^ 

Una tantum parte audita^ 
$ape et nulla, 

without much knowledge of the caufe before them: 
for it will not eaiily be imagined of Langbane^ Bor^ 
ricbitus^ or Rapin, that they had very accurately per- 
ufed all the books which they praife or cenfure ; or 
that, even if nature and learning had qualified them 
for judges, they could read for ever with the atten- 
tion neceflary to juft criticifm. Such performances, 
however, are not wholly without their ufe ; for they 
^e commonly juft echoes to the voice of fame, and 

tranfmit 
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tranfmit the general fuffragc of mankind when thcjr 
have no partlcnlar motives to fupprefs it, 

Criticks, like the reft of mankind, arc very fre- 
quently mifled by intereft. The bigotry Si/ith whith 
editors regard the authors whom they illuftrate or 
correft, has been generally remarked. Dryden was 
known to have written moft of his critical diffcrta* 
tions only to recommend the work upon which he 
then happened to be employed ; and Add^tm is fuf- 
pefted to have denied the expediency of poetical juf- 
tice, bccaufe his own Cato was condemned to perifli 
in a good caufe. 

There are prejudices which authors, not otherwife 
weak or corrupt, have indulged without fcruplej 
and perhaps fome of them are fo complicated with 
our natural affeftions, that they cannot eafily be difen- 
tangled from the heart. Scarce any can hear with 
impartiality a comparifon between the writers of his 
own and another country ; and though it cannot, I 
think, be charged equally on all nations, that they are 
blinded with this literary patriotifm, yet there arc 
none th it do not look upon their authors with the 
fondnefs of affinity, and efteem them as well for the 
place of their birth, as for their knowledge or their 
wit. There is, therefore, feldom much refpe£t due 
to comparative criticifm, when the competitors are 
of different countries, unlefs the judge re of a nation 
equally indifFerent to both. The Italians could not 
for a long time believe, that there was any ieanung 
beyond the mountains; and the Fremb feem gene* 
rally perfuaded, that there are no wits or reafoners 
equal to their own. I can fcarcely conceive that if 
Scaliger had not ccnfulered himfelf as allied to Vir-^ 
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ffl, by being bora in the fam* country, he would 
have ibisiid his works fo much fuperiour td there of 
Hemer^ or have thought the controverfy worthy of fo 
mwrh zea), vehemence, and acrimony. 

There is, mdeed, one prejudice, and oaly one, by 
which it may be doubted whether it is any diftonour 
to be fometimes mifguided. Criticifm has fo often 
given occafion to the envious and ill-natured of gra- 
tifying their malignity, that fome have thought it 
ncceffiiry to recommend the virtue of candour with- 
out reftriftion, and to preclude all future liberty of 
cenfure. Writers poiTeffed with this opinion are 
continually enforcing civility and decency, recom- 
mending to crkicks the proper diffidence of them* 
fclves, and inculcating the veneration due to cele^ 
brated names. 

I am not of opinion that thefe profeffed enemies 
of arrogance and feverity have much more benevo* 
lence or modcfty than the reft of mankind ; or that 
they fed in thefr own hearts, any other intention 
than to diftingui(h themfelves by their foftnefs and 
delicacy. Some are modeft becaufe they are timo- 
rous, and fome are lavifli of praife becaufe they hope 
to be repaid. 

There is indeed fome tendemefs due to living 
wrhers, when they attack none of thofe truths which 
are of importance to the happinefs of mankind, and 
have committed no other offence than that of be- 
traying their own ignorance or dulnefs. I fhould 
thii^ it cruelty to crufli an infect who had provoked 
me only by buzzing in my ear ; and would not will- 
ingly i&terrupt the dream of harmlefs ftupidity, or 
deltroy the jeft which makes its author laugh. Yet 

I am 
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I am far from thinking this tendernefs univerfally 
Heceflary; for be that writes may be confidered as 
a kind of general challenger, whom every one has 
a right to attack ; fmce he quits the common rank 
of life^ (leps forward beyond the lifts, and offers his 
merit to the publick judgment. To commence au« 
thor is to claim praife^ and no man can juftly afpira 
to honour, but at the hazard of difgrace* 

But whatever be decided concerning contempo*^ 
raries, whom he that knows the treachery of the hu* 
man heart, and confiders how often we gratify our 
own pride or envy under the appearance of contend- 
ing for elegance and propriety, will find himfelf not 
much inclined to difturb ; there can furely be no ex- 
emptions pleaded to fecure them from criticifm, who 
can no longer fuffer by reproach, and of whom no- 
thing now remains but their writings and their names. 
Upon thefe authors the critick is undoubtedly at full 
liberty to exercife the ftridteft feverity, fince he en- 
dangers only his own fame, and, like JEneas when 
he drew his fword in the infernal regions, encoun- 
ters phantoms which cannot be wounded. He may 
indeed pay fome regard to eftabliflied reputation; 
but he can by that fliew of reverence confult only 
his own fecurity, for all other motives are now at an 
end. 

The faults of a writer of acknowledged excellence 
are more dangerous, becaufe the influence of his ex- 
ample is more extenfive ; and the intereft of learn- 
ing requires that they (hould be difcovered and (tig* 
matized, before they have the fandion of antiquity 
conferred upon them, and become precedents of in* 
difputable authority. 

It 
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It has, indeed, been advanced by Addifon^ as one 
of the charafterifticks of a true critick, that he points 
cut beauties rather than fauks. But it is rather na- 
tural to a man of learning and genius to apply 
himfelf chiefly to the ftudy of writers who have 
more beauties than faults to be difplayed: for the 
duty of criticifm is neither to depreciate, nor dig- 
nify by partial reprefentations, but to hold out the 
light of reafon, whatever it may difcoverj and to 
promulgate the determinations of truth, whatever 
flie fhall dilate. 



Numb. 94, Saturday, February 9, lyjn 

Bonus atquejidus 
Judex — -per ohfl antes caiervas 

ExpRcuitfua vi3or amuu Ho it* 

PcTpetual roagiftrate is he 

Who keeps ftri£t jaftice full in fight ; 
Who bids the crowd at awful diftance gaze. 
And virtue's arms iridonouily difplays. Fi.AifCif« 

'TP H E refemblance of poetick numbers^ to the 
^ fubjeft which they mention or defcribe, may 
be confidered as general or particular ; as confiding 
in the flow and ftrudure of a whole paflage taken 
together, or as comprifed in the found of fome em« 
phatical and defcriptive words, or in the cadence and 
harmony of fmgle verfes. 

The general refemblance of the found to the fenfe 
is to be found in every language which admits of 

poetry. 
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pmtry, m every author whofe force of famqr enables 
him to imprefs images ftrongly on his own mind, asd 
whofe choice and variety of language readily fiip- 
ply him with juft reprcfentations. To fuch a writer 
it is natural to change his meafure with his fubje&y 
cren without any effort of the underftanding, or in- 
tervention of the judgment. To revolve jollity and 
mirth neceffarily tunes the voice of a poet to gay 
and fprightly notes, as it fires his eye with vivacity ; 
»nd refledion on gloomy fituations and difaftroia 
events, will fadden his numbers, as it will cloud his 
countenance. But in fuch paffages there is only 
the Cmilitude of pkafure to pleafure, and of grief 
to grief, without any immediate application to par- 
ticular images. The fame flow of joyous verfifica* 
tion will celebrate tTie jollity of marriage, and the 
exultation of triumph : and the fame languor of 
melody will fuit the complaints of an abfent lover, 
as of a conquered king. 

It is fcarcely to be doubted, that on many occa- 
iions we make the mufick which we imagine our- 
felves to hear, that we modulate the poem by our 
own difpofition, and aftribe to the numbers the ef- 
fefts of the fenfe. We may obferve in life, that it 
is not eafy to deliver a pleafing mefl&ige in an un- 
pleafing manner, and that we readily affociate beauty 
and deformity with thofe whom for any reafon we 
love or hate. Yet it would be too daring to de- 
clare that all the celebrated adaptations of harmony 
are chimerical ; that Hcmer had no extraordinary at- 
tention to the melody of his rcrfe when he defcribed 
a nuptial feftivity ; 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



N»94. THE RAMBLER. 145 

&y nn iuiu afVi tvoAv; S* v^vavof gj^^u ; 

Here facred pomp, and genial feaft delight^ 

And folemn dance> and hymeneal rite ; 

Along the llreet the new-made brides are led^ 

With torches flaming, to the nuptial bed i 

The youthful dances in a circle bound 

To the foft flute, and cittern's filver found. PoPE. 

that Vida was merely fanciful, when he fuppofed 
Virgil endeavouring to reprefcnt by uncommon 
fweetnefs of numbers the adventitious beauty of 
JEjieas; 

Os, iumerofyue Deojimilis : namque ipfe decoram 
Cafariem nato genitrix, lumenque juventa 
Purpureum, W l^os oculis affldrat honores; 

The Trojan chief appear'd in open fight, 
Auguft in vifage, and ferenely bright. 
His mother goddefs, with her hands divine. 
Had form'd his curling locks, and made his temples fliine ; 
And giv'n his rolling eyes a fparkling grace, 
And breath'd a youthful vigour on his face. Drydek. 

or that Milton did not intend to exemplify the har- 
mony which he mentions : 

Fountains ! and ye that warble as ye flow, ^ 

Melodious murmurs ! warbling tune his praife. 

That Milton underftood the force of founds well 
adjufted, and knew the compafs and variety of the 
ancient meafures, cannot be doubted ; fmce he was 
both a mufician and a critick \ but he feems to have 
confidered thefe conformities of cadence, as either 
not often attainable in our language, or as petty 

Vol. V. L excel- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



146 THE RAMBLER. N' 94* 

excellencies unworthy of his ambition : for it will 
not be foiind that he has always affigned the fame 
caft of numbers to the fame objeds. He has given 
m two parages very minute defcriptions of angelick 
beauty ; but though the images are nearly the iame, 
the numbers will be found upon comparifon very 
different. 

And naw a ftripling cherub he appears^ 
Not of the prime, yet fuch as in his face 
Youth fmii'd celcftial, and to ev*ry limb 
Suitable grace drffus^d^fo well he feign* d; 
Under a coronet his flowing hair 
In curls on either cheek played: wings he wore 
On many a coloured plume, fprinkled with gold* 

Some of the lines of this defcription are remarkably 
defeftive in harmony, and therefore by no means 
correfpondent with that fymmetrical elegance »id 
eafy grace which they are intended to exhibit. The 
failure, however, is fully compenfated by the re- 
prefentation of Raphael^ which equally delights the 
ear and imagination. 

A feraph wing'd : fix wings he wore to (hade 
His lineaments divine \ the pair that clad 
Each ihoulder broad, came mantling o'er his bread 
With regal ornament : the middle pair 
Girt like a ftany zone his waift, and round 
Skirted his loins and thighs, with downy gold. 
And colours dip'd in heav'n : the third his feet 
Shadow'd from either heel with feather'd mail, 
Sky-tinftur'd grain ! like Maia*s fon he flood. 
And ihook his plumes, that hcav'nly fragrance fiU'd 
The circuit wide. 

The 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



N*94- THE RAMBLER* 147 

The adumbration of particular and diftind images 
by an exad and perceptible refemblance of found, 
is fometimes ftudied, and fometimes cafual. Every 
language has many words formed in imitation of 
the noifes which they fignify. Such are Stridor^ 
Baloy and Beatus^ in Latin ; and in Englijh to growlf 
to buzzy to bi/sy and to Jarr. Words of this kind 
give to a verfe the proper fimilitude of found, with- 
out much labour of the writer, and fuch happinefs 
is therefore to be attributed rather to fortune than 
Ikill ; yet they are fometimes combmed with great 
propriety, and undeniably contribute to enforce the 
impre^on of the idea. We hear the palling arrow 
in this line of Virgil; 

£t f Qgit homndumjhiims clapfa fagltta % 

Th* impetuous arrow wizzes on the wing. Pops. 

and the creeking of hell-gates^ in the defcription by 
Milton / 

Open fly 
With impetuous recoil and jarring found 
Th' infernal doors \ and on their hinges grate 
HarOi thunder. 

But many beauties of this kind, which the mo« 
dems, and perhaps the ancients, have obferved, feem 
to be the produft of blind reverence afting upon 
fimcy. Dimjifius himfelf tells us, that the found of 
ffamer^s verfes fometimes exhibits the idea of corpo« 
real bulk: is not this a difcovery nearly approach- 
iag to that of the blind man, who after long inquiry 
into the nature of the fcarlet colour^ found that it 

L 7( reprefented 
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teprefent«d nothing fo much as the clangour of a 
trumpet ? The reprcfentative power of poetick har- 
mony confifts of found and meafure } of the force 
'q{ th$ fyllables iingly confidered, and of the time 
in isrhich they are pronounced. Sound can refemble 
nothing but found, and time can meafure nothing 
but motion and duration^ 

The criticks, hoWever» have ftruck out othqr 
fii9iUtudes ; nor is there' any irregularity of num- 
bers which credulous admiration cannot difcover to 
be eminently beautiful. Thus the propriety of each 
of thefe lines has been celebrated by writers whofe 
opinion the world has reafon to r^ard: 



Vertitur interea cesium, iff ruit oceano nox, 

Meantime the rapid heavens rowrd down the light. 
And on the ihaded ocean niih'd the night* Drtden. 

Sternitur^ ixanimifque tremens procumbit hum bos.-^^^ 

Down drops the beaft, nor needs a fecond wound ; 
But fprawls in pangs of death, and fpurns the ground. 

Drtdek* 

Parturiunt monies, najcitur ridiculus mus> 

The mountains labour, and a moufe is bom. 

Roscommon. 
.1:.' 
If all thefe dbfervations are juft, there muft be foine 
remarkable conformity between the fudden fuccef- 
fion of night to day, the fall of an o3c under a blow^ 
and th/e birth of a moufe from a mount;ain ; fince 
we are told of all thefe images, that they are very 
ftrdngly impreffed by the fame form and terminsttion 
ofthe'verfe. 

Wc 
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We may, however, without giving way to en- 
thufiafm, admit that fome beauties of this kind may 
be produced. A fudden ftop at an unufual fyllable 
may image the ceflation of a^ion, or the paufe of 
difcourfe ; and Milton has very happily imitated the 
repetitions of an echo : 

I fled, and cried out death : 
Hell trembled at the hideous name, and figh'd 
From all her caves, and back refounded death* 

The meafure of time in pronouncing may be 
varied fo as very ftrongly to reprefent, not only the 
modes of external motion, but the quick or flow 
fucceflion of ideas, and confequently the paflions of 
the mind. This at leaft was the power of the 
fpondaick and dadylick harmony, but our lan- 
guage can reach no eminent diverfities of found. 
We can indeed fometimes, by encumbering and re- 
tarding the line, (hew the difficulty of a progrefs 
made by ftrong efforts and with frequent interrup- 
tions, or mark a flow and heavy motion. Thus MiU 
ion has imaged the toil of Satan ftruggling through 
chao$; 

So he with difHculty and labour hard 
Mov'd on : with difficulty and labour he — 

thus he has defcribed the leviathans or whales ; 

Wallowing unwieldy, enormous in their gait. 

But he has at other times neglefted fuch reprefenf- 
ations, as may be obferved in the volubility and le- 
vity of thefe lines, which exprefs an aftion tardy and 

reluctant. 
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Defcent and fall 
To us is ad^erfe. Who but fdt of late. 
When the fierce foe hung on our i»t>ken xcar 

Infulting, and purfu'd us through the deep^ 
TV^ith what confufion and laborious flight 
We funk thus low ? Th' afcent is eafy then. 

In another place, he defcribes the gentle glide of 
ebbing waters in a line remarkably rough and halt- 
ing? 

Tripping ebb $ that ftole 
With foft foot tow'rds the deep who now had ftopp'd 
His fluices. 

It 18 not indeed to be expeded, that the found 
ihould always affift the meaning, but it ought never 
to counterad it; and therefore Milton has here 
certainly committed a fault like that of the player, 
vrho looked on the earth when he implored the hea- 
vens, and to the heavens when he addreflfed the earth. 

Thofe who are determined to find in Milton an 
aflemblage of all the excellencies which have ennobled 
all other poets, will perhaps be offended that I dp 
not celebrate his verfification in higher terms; for 
there are readers who difcover that in this palTage, 

So ftretch'd out huge in length the arch fiend lay, 
a long form is defcribed in a long line ; but the truth 
is, that length of body is only mentioned in zjlow 
tine, to which it has only the refemblance of time 
to fpace, of an hour to a maypole. 

The fame turn of ingenuity might perform won- 
ders upon the defcription of the ark : 

Then from the mountains hewing timber tall> 

Began to build a vefTel of huge bulk ; 

Meafur'd by cubit, length, a^d breadth, and height. • 

la 
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In thefe lines the poet apparently defigns to fix the 
attention upon bulk ; but this is effefled by the enu- 
meration, not by the meafure ; for v^hat analogy can 
there be between modulations of found, and corpo- 
real dimeniions P 

Milton indeed feems only to have regarded this 
fpecies of embellifhment fo fiair as not to rejedl it 
when it came unfought ; which would often happen 
to a mind fo vigorous, employed upon a fubjeft fo 
various and extenfive./^ He had, indeed, a greater 
and a nobler work to perform ; a fmgle fentiment of 
moral or religious trpth, a fmgle image of life or 
nature, would have been cheaply loft for a thoufand 
echoes of the cadence to the fenfe; and he who had 
undertaken to vindicate the ways of God to many might 
have been accufed of negleding his caufe, had he 
lavifhed much of his attention upon fyllables and 
founds. ^ 
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Numb. 95. Tuesday, February 12, i75i* 



Parens Dforum euhots Gf infreqnens^ 
Infanient'u dumfapientU 

Confultus erro ; nunc retrorfum 

Vela darey aique Iterate eurfus 
Cogor reliSos. Hon. 

A fugitive from heav'n and prayer, 
I mock'd at all religious fear. 

Deep fcienc'd in the mazy lore 
Of mad philofophy ; but now 
Hoift faily and back by voyage plow 

To that bleft harbour, which I left before. Frakcis. 



To the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

THERE are many difeafes both of the body 
and mind, v^hich it is far eafier to prevent than 
to cure, and therefore I hope you will think me em- 
ployed in an office not ufelefs either to learning or 
virtue, if I defcribe the fymptoms of an mtelleftual 
malady, which, though at firft it feizes only the paf- 
fions, will, if not fpeedily remedied, infeft the reafon, 
and, from blafting the bloflbms of knowledge, pro- 
ceed in time to canker the root. 

I was born in the houfe of difcord. My parents 
were of unfuitable ages, contrary tempers, and dif- 
ferent religions, and therefore employed the fpirit 
and acutenefs which nature had very liberally be- 
llowed upon both, in hourly difputes, and inceffant 
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contrivances to detect each other in the wrong ; fo 
that from the fif ft exertiom of reafon I was bred a 
difputant, trained up in all the arts of domeftic fo- 
phiftry, initiated in a thoufand low ftratagems, nimble 
Aifts, and fly concealments ; verfed in all the turns 
of altercation, and acquainted with the whole difci** 
pline offending iand proving. 

It was neceflarily my care to preferve the kind- 
nefs of both the controvertifts, and therefore I had 
▼ery early formed the habit of fufpending my judg* 
jiient, of hearing arguments with indifference, in-* 
dining as occafion required to either fide, and of 
holding myfelf undetermined between them till I 
knew for what opinion I might conveniently de- 
clare. 

Thus, Sir, I acquired very early the (kill of dif- 
putation ; and, as we naturally love the arts in 
which we believe ourfelves to excel, I did not let 
taj abilities lie ufelefs, nor fuffer my dexterity tQ 
be loft for want of pradice. I engaged in perpetual 
wrangles with my fchool-fellows, and was never to 
be convinced or repreffed by any other arguments 
than blows, by which my antagonifts commonly 
determined the controverfy, as I was, like the R(h 
man orator, much more eminent for eloquence than 
courage. 

At the univerfity I found my predominant ambi- 
tion completely gratified by the ftudy of logick. 1 
impreffed upon my memory a thoufand axioms, and 
ten thoufand dlftindions, praclifed every form of 
fyllogifm, pafled all my days in the fchools of dif- 
putation, and fiept every night with Smiglecius on 
my pillow. 

You 
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You Txriil not doubt but fuch a gemus was foon 
raifed to eminence by fuch application ; I was cele- 
brated in my third year for the moft artful opponent 
that the univeriity could boail, and became the ter- 
ror and envy of all the candidates for philofophical 
reputation. 

My renown, indeed, was not purchafed but at the 
price of all my time and all my (Indies. 1 never 
fpoke but to contradift, nor declaimed but in de- 
fence of a pofition univerfally acknowledged to be 
falfe, and therefore worthy, in my opinion^ to be 
adorned with all the colours of falfe reprefentadon, 
and ftrengthened with all the art of fallacious 
fubtilty. 

My father, who had no other wi(h than to fee hi^ 
fon richer than himfelf, eafily concluded that I ihould 
diftinguifli myfelf among the profeiTors of the law ; 
and therefore, when I had taken my firfl: degree, 
difpatched me to the Temple with a paternal ad* 
monition, that I fhould never fuffer myfelf to feel 
jhame, for nothing but modefty could retard my 
fortune- 
Vitiated, ignorant, and heady as I was, I had 
not yet loft my reverence for virtue, and therefore 
could not receive fuch didates without horror ; but 
however was pleafed with his determination of my 
courfe of life, becaufe he placed me in the way that 
leads fooneft from the prefcribed walks of difcipline 
and education, to the open fields of liberty and 
choice. 

I was now in the place where every one catches 
the contagion of vanity, and foon began to diftin- 
guiih myfelf by fophifms and paradoxes. • I declared 
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var s^ainft aU received opinions and eftabliflied rules, 
wd leveUcd my batteries particularly againft thofe 
univerfal principles which had ftood unihaken in all 
the viciffitudes of literature, and are confidered as the 
inyiolable temples of truth, or the impregnable bul- 
warks of fcience. 

I applied myfelf chiefly to thofe parts of learning 
which have filled the world with doubt and perplexity, 
and could readily produce all the arguments relating 
to matter and motion, time and fpace, identity and 
infinity. 

I was equally able and equally willing to maintain 
the fyftem of Newton or Defcartes^ and favoured oc- 
cafionally the hypothefis of Ptolemy j or that of Coper^ 
nicus. I fometimes exalted vegetables to fenfe, and 
fometimes degraded animals to mechanifm. 

Nor was I lefs inclined to weaken the credit of 
hiftory, or perplex the doftrines of polity. I was 
always of the party which I heard, the company con- 
demn. 

Among the zealots of liberty I could harangue with 
great copioufnefs upon the advantages of abfolute mo- 
narchy, the fecrecy of its counfels, and the expedi- 
tion of its meafures ; and often celebrated the bleflf- 
ings produced by the extindion of parties, and pre- 
dufion of debates. 

Among the affertors of regal authority, I never 
failed to declaim with republican warmth upon the 
original charter of univerfal liberty, the corruption 
of courts, and the folly of voluntary fubmiflion to 
thofe whom nature has levelled with ourfelves. 

I knew 
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I knew the defefts of every Fcheme oTgbvernment^ 
and the inconyeiriencies of every. law. I fom^tifneft 
(hewed how much the condition of mankind would 
be improved, by breakmg the world into petty fove- 
reigntieSy and fometimes difplayed the felicity and 
peace which univerfal monarchy would diffufe over 
the earth. 

To every acknowledged faft I found innumerabte 
objedions } for it wad my rule, to judge of hiftof y 
only by abftraded probability^ and therefore I 
made no fcruple of bidding defiance to teftimony. 
I have more than once queftioned the esLiftence of 
Alexander the Great ; and having demonftrated th^ 
folly of erefting edifices like the pyramids of Egypt y 
1 frequently hinted my fufpicion that the world had 
been long deceived, and that they were to be fotifiid 
only in the narratives of travellers. . 

It had been happy for me cculd I have confined 
my fcepticifm to hiftorical controverfies, and phi- 
lofophical difquifitions ; but having now violated 
my' reafon, tod accuftomed myfelf to inquire not 
after proofs, but objcftions^ I had perplexed truth 
with falfehood, till my ideas were confiifed, my 
judgment embarraffed, and my intellefts diftorted. 
The habit of confidering every propofition as alike 
uncertain, left me no teft by which any tenet could 
be tried ; every opinion prefented both fides with 
equal evidence, aftd my fallacies began to operate 
upon ray own mind in more important inquiries^ 
it! was at laft the fport of my vanity to weaken the , 
obligations of moral duty, and efface the diftindions 
of good and evil, till I had deadened the fenfe of 
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wovi^on, and al^aiidon^d my heart to the fitt£lua« 
tions of uncertainty, without anchor and without 
compafs^ without fatisfadion of Quriofity, or peace 
of confcience, withoMt principle; of reafon, or mo- 
tives of aftion. 

Such is the hazard of repreffing the firft percept 
tiQS^ of truth, of fpreading for diverfioa the fqarea 
of fophiftry, and engaging itiafon againft its owade* 
terminations. 

The difproportions of abfurdity grow lefs and lefs 
vlftble, as we are reconciled by degrees to the defor- 
mity of a miftrefs ; and falfehood, by long ufe, is 
affimilated to the mind, as poifon to the body. . 

I had foon the mortification of feeing my con- 
verfation courted only by the ignorant or wicked, 
by ertheir boys who were enchanted by. noveby, or 
wretches, who having long difobeyed virtue and rea- 
fon, were now defirous of my affidance to dethrone 
them. 

Thus alarmed, I Ihuddered at my own corrup- 
tion, and that pride by which I had been feduced, 
contributed to reclaim me. I was weary of con- 
tinual irrefolution, and a perpetual equipoife of <he 
mind ; and aihamed of being the favourite of thofe 
who^ were fcorned and ihnnned by the reft of man« 
kind. 

I therefore retired from all temptation to difpute, 
prefcribed a new regimen to my underdanding, 
and refolved, inftead of rejecting all efbiblifbed opi- 
nions which I could not prove^ to tolerate though 
not adopt all which I could not confute; I forborei 
to. beat my imagination with Qeedlefs controverfies, 
ID di&ufs queflions confeiXbdiy uacertain» ,and.re^ 
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framed fteadily from gratifying my vanity by the 
fupport of falfehood. 

By this method I am at length recovered from my 
argomental delirium, and find myfelf in the ftate of 
one awakened from the confufion and tumult of a 
feveriih dream. I rejoice in the new polTeflion of 
evidence and reality, and ftep on from truth to truth 
with confidence and quiet. 

lam, SIR, &c« 

PERTINAX. 



Numb. 96. Saturday, February 16, 1751* 

^uodji Platonis mufa perfotuU verttmf 

^uodqmfque ^fckf immemor recordatur. BocTiu»» 

Truth in Flatonick ornaments bcdeck'dy 
InforC'd we love^ unheeding recoUe£t 

T T IS reported of the Perftans^ by an ancient 
'^ writer, that the fum of their education confifted 
in teaching youth to ride^ to Jhoot with the bow^ and' 
to /peak truth. 

The bow and the horfe wgre eafily maftered, but 
it would have been happy if we had been informed 
by what arts veracity was cultivated, and by what 
prefervatives a Per/tan mind was fecurcd againft the. 
temptations to falfehood. 

There are, indeed, in the prefent corruption of 
mankind^ many incitements to forfake truth; the 

need 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



N*9^. THE rambler: 159 

need of palliating our own fauks, and the conveni* 
ence of impofing on the ignorance or credulity of 
others^ fo frequently occur; fo many immediate 
evils are to be avoided, and fo many prefent gratis 
fications obtained, by craft and deluHon, that very 
few of thofe who are much entangled in life, have 
fpirit and conftancy fufficient to fupport them in the 
ileady pra£Hce of open veracity. 

In order that all men may be taught to fpeak 
truth, it is neceflary that all likewife (hould learn to 
hear it ; for no fpecies of falfehood is more fre- 
quent than flattery, to which the coward is betrayed 
by fear, the dependant by intereft, and the friend 
by tendernefs: Thofe who are neither fervile nor 
timorous, are yet defirous to beftow pleafure ; and 
while unjuft demands of praife continue to be made, 
there will always be feme whom hope, fear, or kind* 
nefs, will difpofe to pay them. 

The guilt of falfehood is very widely extended, 
and many whom their confcience can fcarcely charge 
with (looping to a lie, have vitiated the morals of 
others by their vanity, and patronized the vice 
which they believe themfelves to abhor. 

Truth is, indeed, not often welcome for its own 
lake ; at is generally unpleafing becaufe contrary to 
our wiihes and oppofite to our pradtice ; and as our 
attention naturally follows our intereft, we hear un« 
willingly what we are afraid to know, and foon for- 
get what we have no inclination to imprefs upon our 
memories. 

For this reafon many arts of inftruAion have been 
invented, by which the reluctance againft truth may 
be overcome } and as phyfick is given to children in 

con- 
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€on£B£tions, precepts, have been hidden under a thou<> 
had appearances^ that mankind may be bribed by 
pleafure to eicape deftru£tion. 
. While the world was yet in itsu infauicy, Truth 
came among mortals from above, and Falsehood 
from bfelow. Truth was the daughter of Jupiter. 
jind Wisdom ; Falsehood was the progeny of 
Folly impregnated by the wind. They advanced 
3?vith equal confidence to feize the dominion of the 
new creation, and as their enmity and their force 
were well known to the celeftials, all the eyes of hea- 
ven were turned upon the conteft. 

Truth feemed confcious of fuperior power and 
jufter claim, and therefore came on* towering and 
majeftick, unafGfted and alone ; Reason indeed al« 
Kvays attended her, but appeared her follower, ra« 
ther than companion. Her march was flow and 
ftately, but her motion was pc^rpetually progreflive, 
and when once (he had grounded her foot, neither 
gods nor men could force her to retire. 

Falsehood always ^ideavoured to copy the mien 
and attitudes of Truth, and was very fuccefsfiil in 
the arts of mimickry. She was furrounded, ani- 
mated, and fupported by innumerable legions of ap- 
petites and pailions, but like other feeble com- 
manders, was obliged often to receive law from 
lier allies. Her motions were fudden, irregular, and 
Ji^iolent; for ihe had no fleadinefs nor conllancy. 
She often gained conquefls by hafty incurfions, which 
flie never hoped to keep by her own ftrength, but 
maintained by the help of the paflions^ whom flie 
generally found lefolute and faithful. 

It 
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It foDietimes happened that the antagonifts met 
in full oppofition. In thefe encounters, Falsehood 
always invefted her head v^ith clouds, and command- 
ed Fraud to place ambuihes about her* In her left 
band fbe bore the fhield of Impudence, and the 
quiver of Sophistry rattled on her (houlden All 
the pailions attended at her call; Vanity clapped 
her wmgs before, and Obstinacy fupported her be- 
hind. Thus guarded and aififted, (he fometimes ad- 
vanced againft Truth, and fometimes waited the 
attack; but always endeavoured to fkirmifli at a 
diftance, perpetually fhifted her ground, and let fly 
her arrows in different direftions; for fee certainly 
found that her flrength failed,, whenever the eye of 
Truth darted full upon her. 

Truth had the awful afpeft though not the 
thunder of her father, and when the long continu- 
ance of the conteft brought them near to one an- 
other. Falsehood let the arms of Sophistry fall 
from her grafp, and holding up the feield of Impu- 
dence with both her hands, feeltered herfelf amongft 
the paflions. 

Truth, though fee was often wounded, always 
recovered in a feort time; but it was common 
for the flighted hurt, received -by Falsehood, to 
fpread its malignity to the neighbouring parts, and 
to burft open again when it feemed to have been 
cured. 

Falsehood, in a feort time, found by experience 
that her fuperiority confided only in the celerity of 
her courfe, and the changes of her pod u re. She 
therefore ordered Suspicion to beat the ground be- 
fore her, and avoided with great care to crofs the 

Vol. V. M way. 
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vny of Trttth, who, ^ flie never varied bet pbint, 
but moved oonftantly upon the fame line, vt2ls esafily 
efcapcd by the oblique and defult6ry movements, 
the quick retreats and a£Mve doubles virhlch FAi;si- 
Hood always praftifed, when the enemy began to 
raife terrour by her approach. 

By this procedure Falsehood every hour en- 
croached upon the world, aiid extended her etnpii^ 
through all climes and regions. Wherever (he car- 
ried her viftories (he left the Passioiis in full au- 
thority behind her ; who were fo well" plcafed with 
command, that they held out with great obftinacy 
when Truth came to feize their polls, and never 
failed to retard her progrefs, though they coilld nbt 
always ftop it : They yielded at laft with gre^t *re- 
luAance, frequent rallies, and fuUen fubmiflion { and 
always inclined to revolt when Truth ceafedtottivb 
thqm by her immediate prefence# 

Truth, who, when fhe firft defcended from the 
heavenly palaces, expefted to have been received by 
univerfal acclamation, cherifhed with kindnefs, heard 
with obedience, and invited to fpread her influence 
from province to province, now found, that where- 
ever fhe came, fhe mufl force Jier paffage. Every 
intelleft Was precluded by Prejitdicb, and every 
heart preoccupied by pafGon. She indeed ad- 
vanced, but fhe advanced flowly; and often loft 
the conquefts which fhe left behind her, by fudden 
infurreftions of the appetites, that fhook off their al- 
legiance, and ranged themfelves again under the 
banner of her enemy* 

Truth, however, did not grow weaker by the 
flruggle, for her vigour was unconquerable j yet fhe 
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was provoked to fee herfelf thus bafHed and impeded 
by an enemy, whom fhe looked on with contempt, 
and who had no advantage but fuch as fhe owed to 
inconftancy, weaknefe, and artifice* She tlierefore, 
in the anger of difappointment, called upon her fa- 
ther Jupiter to re-eftabli(h her in the fldes, and 
leave mankind to the diforder and mifery which they 
deferved, by fubmitting willingly to the ufurpalion 
of Falsehood. 

Jupiter compaffionated the world too much to 
grant her requeft, yet was willing to eafe her labours 
and mitigate her vexation. He commanded her to 
confult the mufes by what methods fhe might ob- 
tain an eafier reception, and reign without the toil of 
inceflant war. It was then difcovered, that fhe ob- 
ftrafted her own progrefs by the feverity of her afpeft, 
and the folemnity of her diftates; and that meh 
would never willingly admit her, till they ceafed to 
fear her, fince by giving themfelves up to False- 
hood, they feldom made any facrifice of their eafe or 
pleafure, becaufe flie took the fhape that was moft en- 
gaging, and always fufFered herfelf to be dreffed and 
painted by Desire. The mufes wove, in the loom 
of PallaSy a loofe and changeable robe, like that in 
which Falsehood captivated her admirers; with 
this, they inverted Truth, and named her Fiction; 
She now went out agsoh to conquer with more fuc<' 
cefs ; f0T wlien fhe demanded entrance of the Pas« 
sioKs, they often miftoCk her for Falsehood, and 
delivered up their charge: but when fhe had once 
taken pdfieffion, fhe was foon difrobed by Reason^ 
stnd fhone out, in her original form^ with native ef« 
falgence and refifUefa dignity. 

Ma 
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Numb. 97^ Tuesday, jF^^r^^ry 19, 1751. 

Feuunda culpa fecula nupi'fos 
Primum inquinaverej Uf gentu^ i^ dcofpr^ 
Hocfonte derivata chidet 

In patriam populumquejluxit. Ho K . 

, Fruitful of crimes, this age firft ftain'd 
Their haplefs offspring, and profan'd 
The nuptial bed ; from whence the woe8> 
Which various and unnumberM rofe 
From this polluted fountain head. 
O'er Rome and o'er the nations fpread. Fravcss^ 

^nr^ H E reader is indebted for this day's entertain- 
•*• meat to an author from whom the age has re- 
ceived greater favours, who has enlarged the know- 
ledge of human nature, and taught the paiQons to 
move at the command of virtue. 



To the RAMBLER. 
SIR, 

TTI7 H E N the Spectator was firft publiflied m 
' '^ ^ fingle papers, it gave me fo much pleafure, 
that it is one of the favourite amufements of my age 
10 recolleft it ; and when I refleft on the foibles of 
thofe times, as defcribed in that ufeful work, and 
compare them wth the vices now reigning among 
us, I cannot but wifh that you would oftener take 
cognizance of the manners of the better half of the 
human fpecies, that if your precepts and obfervations 
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be carried down to pofterity, the Spectators may 
fliew to the rifing generation what were the iafhion- 
able follies of their grandmothers, the Rambler of 
their mothers, and that from both they may draw in- 
ftruftion and warning. 

When I read thofe Spectators which took no- 
tice of the miibehaviour of young women at church j 
by which they vainly hope to attra£l admirers, I ufed 
to pronounce fuch forward young women Seekers, 
in order to diftinguifli them by a mark of infamy 
from thofe who had patience and decency to flay till 
they were fought. 

But I have lived to fee fuch a change in the man- 
ners of women, that I would now be willing to com- 
pound with them for that name, although I then 
thought it difgraceful enough, if they would deferve 
no worfe; fince now they are too generally given up 
to negligence of domeftick bufinefs, to idle amufe- 
xnents, and to wicked rackets, without any fettled 
view at all but of fquandering time. 

In the time of the Spectator, excepting fome- 
dmes in appearance in the ring, fometimes at a good 
and chofen play, fometimes on a vifit at the houfe of 
a grave relation, the young ladies contented them- 
Jelves to be found employed in domeftick duties ; for 
then routes, drums, balls, aflfemblies, and fuch like 
markets for women, were not known. 

Modefty and difEdence, geiitlenefs and meeknefs, 
were looked upon as the appropriate virtues and cha- 
rafteriftick graces of the fex. And if a forward fpirit 
puihed itfelf into notice, it was expofed in print as it 
deferved. 

M3 The 
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The churches were almoft the only phces wheie 
fingle women were to be feen by flrangers. Mea 
went thither expe£ting to fee them^ and perlimps tcK> 
much for that only purpofe. 

But fome good often refulted, however improper 
might be their motives. Both fexes were in the way 
of their duty. The man mufL be abandoned indeed., 
who loves not goodnefs in another; nor were the 
young fellows of that age fo wholly lofl to a fenfe of 
right, as pride and conceit has fince made thou a£* 
fe&, to be. When therefore they law a fair-one 
whofe decent behaviour and cheerful piety Ihew^ 
her earned in her firfl: duties, they had the lefs doubt, 
judging politically only, that fhe would have a con- 
fcientious regard to her fecond. 

With what ardour have I feen wajtched for, the 
riiing of a kneeling beauty; and what additional 
charms has devotion given to her recommunicated 
features ? 

The men were o&en the better for what they hoards 
Even a Saul was once fouiKi prophefying among the 
prophets whom he had fet out to deftroy. To a man 
thus put into good humour by a pleafing objed, re- 
ligion itfelf looked more amiable% The mbk &E£R£R8 
of the Spectator's time loved the holy place for the 
object's fake, and loved the objed for her fuitable be- 
haviour in it. 

Reverence mingled with their love, and they 
thought that a young lady of fuch good principles 
mult be addrefled only by the man who at lead made 
a fhew of good principles, whether his heart was yet 
quite right or not. 

Nor 
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Noj: (Ji4 the youag lady's behaviour, at any time 
of the fcrvic^, leflen tWs reverence. Her eye3 were 
h^T own, hei- ears the preacher's. Women are al- 
\irays njoft obferved when they feem themfclves. leaft 
to. obferve, or to lay out for obfervation. The eye 
of a refpedlful lover loves rather to receive confi- 
dence from the withdrawn eye of the fair-one, than 
to fMd itfelf obliged to retreat. 

When a young gentleman's affe£Uon was thus 
I^dably engaged, he purfued its natural dilates;. 
keeping then was arrare, at lead a fecret and fcan« 
4;aloua vice^ and a wife was the fummit of his 
wilbe^« Rejection was now dreaded, and pre-en- 
gagement apprehended* A woman whom he loved> 
Ipie was ready to think mud be admired by all the 
world* His fqura, his uncertainties, increafed his 
love. 

Every inquiry he made into the lady's domedick 
excellence, which^ when a wife is to be chofen, 
vtU furely not be negle&ed, confirmed him in his 
choice* He opens his heart to a common friend, 
and honefUy discovers the date of his fortune. His 
friend sq>plies to thofe of the young lady, whofe pa« 
rents, if they approve his propofals, difclofe them to 
their daughter. 

She perhaps is not an abfolute dranger to the paf- 
i;on of the young gentleman. His eyes, his afhdui* 
ties, his condant attendance at a church, whither, till 
of late, he ufed feidom to come, and a thoufand little 
obfervances that he paid her, had very probably fird 
forced her to regard, and then inclined her to favour 
bim* 

M 4 That 
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That a young lady fliould be in love, and the love 
of the young gentleman undeclared, is an heterodoxy 
which prudence, and even policy, mull not allow. 
But thus applied to, fhe is all refignation to her pa« 
rents. Charming refignation, which inclination op- 
pofes not. 

Her relations applaud her for her duty; friends 
meet ; points are adjufted ; delightful perturbations, 
and hopes, and a few lover's fears, fill up the tedious 
fpace till an interview is granted ; for the young lady 
had not made herfelf cheap at publick places. 

The time of interview arrives. She is modeftly 
referved ; he is not confident. He declares his paf- 
fion ; the confcioufnefs of her own worth, and his 
application to her parents, take from her any doubt 
of his fincerity; and (he owns herfelf obliged to 
him for his good opinion. The inquiries of her 
friends into his charafter, have taught her that his 
good opinion deferves to be valued. 

She tacitly allows of his future vifits ; he renews 
them ; the regard of each for the other is confirmed; 
and when he prefles for the favour of her hand, he 
receives a declaration of an entire acquiefcence with 
her duty, and a modeft acknowledgment of efleem 
for him. 

He applies to her parents therefore for a near day; 
and thinks himfelf under obligation to them for the 
cheerful and affeftionate manner with which they re- 
ceive his agreeable application. 

With this proipeft of future happinefs, the mar- 
riage is celebrated. Gratulations pour in from 
every quarter. Parents and relations on both fides, 
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brought acquainted in the courfe of the courtfhip, can 
receive the happy couple with countenances illumined^ 
and joyful hearts. 

The brothers, the fifters, the friends of one family, 
are the brothers, the fifters, the friends of the other. 
Their two families thus made one, are the world to 
the young couple. 

Their home is the place of their principal delight. 
Hot do they ever occafionally quit it but they find the 
pleafure of returning to it augmented in proportion 
to the time of their abfence from it. 

Oh, Mr. Rambler! forgive the talkativenefs of an 
old man ! When I courted and married my Latitiaj 
then a blooming beauty, every thing paffed juft fo ! 
But how is the cafe now ? The ladies, maidens, wives, 
and widows, are engroffed by places of open refort 
and general entertainment, which fill every quarter 
of the metropolis, and being conftantly frequented, 
make home irkfome. Breakfafting-places, dining- 
places ; routes, drums, concerts, balls, plays, operas, 
tnafquerades for the evening, and even for all night, 
and lately, publick fales of the goods of broken 
houfekeepers, which the general diflblutenefs of man- 
ners has contributed to make very frequent, come in 
as another feafonable relief to thefe modern time- 
killers. 

In the fummer there are in every country-town af- 
femblies ; Tunbridge^ Bat by Cheltenham^ Scarborough/ 
What expence of drefs and equipage is required to 
qualify the frequenters for fuch emulous appearance ? 

By the natural infeftion of example, the loweft 
people have places of fix-penny refort, and gaming- 
tables for pence. Thus fervants are now induced to 

fraud 
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fraud and diflionefl^, to fupport extravagance^ aad^ 
fupply their lodes* 

As to the ladies who frequent thofe publick places,^ 
t^ey are not aihamed to fhew their faces wherever 
men dare go, nor bluih to try who fhall ftare moSL 
impudently, or who ihall laugh loudeft on the publiclp 
walks. 

The men who would make good huiband^, if they^ 
vifit thofe places, are frighted at wedlpcl;;, and re«. 
Iblve to live fingle, except they are bought at a very. 
high price. They can be fpedators of ^dl that pafies,^ 
and, if they pleafe, more than fpedators, at the ex- 
pence of others* The companion of an evening, and, 
the companion for life, require very different qualiU 
fications. 

Two thoufand pounds in the laft age, with a, do* 
mefUck wife, would go farther than ten thoufand ia 
this. Tet fettlements are expe6ted> that often^ to a, 
mercantile man efpecially, fink, a fortune into ufe-^ 
leiTnefs ; and pin-money is ftipulated fpr, which 
makes a wife independent, and deftroys love, by put* 
ting it out of a man's power to lay any obligation 
upon her, that might engage gratitude, and kindle 
aifedion. When to all this the card-tables are added) 
how can a prudent man think of marrying ? 

And when the worthy men know not where to find 
wives, mud not the fex be left to the foplings, the 
coxcombs, the libertines of the age, whom they help 
to make fuch ? And need even thefe wretches marry 
to enjoy the converfation of thofe who render their 
company fo cheap ? 

And what, after all, is the benefit which the gay 
coquette obtains by her flutters ? As (he is approach- 
able 
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able by every man without requiring, I will not fay 
incenfe or adoration, but even common complaifance, 
every fop treats her as upon the level, looks upon her 
lights ajrs as. iiivitatioi^, and is on the watch to t^ke 
the advantage: (he has companions indeed, but no 
lovers ; for love is refpedful, and timorous ; and 
whqre among all. her followers will flie find a huf- 
band? 

Set, dear, Sir, before the youthful, the gay» the 
inconfiderate, the contempt as well as the danger 
to which they are expofed. At one time or other^ 
women, not utterly tboughtlefs, will be convinced of 
the juftice of your cenfure, and the charity of your 
inflrudion. 

But iihould your expoftulations and 'reproofs have 
no effed upon thofe who are far gone in fafhionable 
folly, they may be retailed from their mouths to their 
nieces (marriage will not often have entitled thefe to 
daughters), when they, the meteors of a day, find 
themfelves elbowed off the ftage of vanity by other 
flutterers ; for the moil admired women cannot have* 
many Tunbridgey many Bath fealbns to blaze inr., 
iince even fine faces, often feen, are lefs regarded' 
than new faces, the proper punifhment of fhowy girls^ 
for rendering themfelves fo impolitickly cheap. 

I am, SIR, 

Your fincere admirer, ^c. 
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Numb. 98. Saturday, jF>3r^jrjf 23, 1751. 

^u£ nec Sanneimis iniquai 
CxCzrh ad menfasy nec vilu Gabba tuUffet, Jvr* 

Which not Samunius brook'd at Cdfat^B board* 
Noc groveling Gabba from his haughty Lord. 

Elphinston. 

To the Author of the RAMBLER* 

Mr. Rambler, 

VT'OU have often endeavoured to imprefs upon 
* your readers an obfervation of more truth than 
novehy, that life paffes, for the raoft part, in petty 
tranfadions; that our hours glide away in trifling 
amufements and flight gratifications ; and that there 
very, feldom emerges any occalion that can call forth 
great virtue or great abilities. 

It very commonly happens that fpeculation has no 
influence on conduct. Juft concluiions, and cogent 
arguments, formed by laborious ftudy, and diligent 
inquiry, are often repofited in the treafuries of me- 
mory, as gold in the mifer's chefl^, ufelefs alike to 
others and himfelf. As fome are not richer for the 
e:ttent of their pofleflions, others are not wifer for 
the multitude of their ideas. 

You have truly defcribed the ftate of human 
beings, but it may be doubted whether you have 
accommodated your precepts to your defcription ; 
whether you have not generally confidered your 
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readers as influenced by the tragick paffipns, and 
fufceptible of pain or pleafure only from powerful 
agents, and from great events. / 

To an author who writes not for the improvement 
of a fingle art, or the eftablifliment of a controverted 
do&rine, but equally intends the advantage and 
equally courts the perufal of all the claffes of man- 
kind, nothing can juftly feem unworthy of regard, 
by which the pleafure of converlation may be in- 
creafed, and the daily fatisfadions of familiar life 
fecured from interruption and difguft. 

For this reafon you would not have injured your 
reputation, if you had fometimes defcended to the 
minuter duties of focial beings, and enforced the 
obfervance of thofe little civilities and ceremonious 
delicacies, which, inconfiderable as they may appear 
to the man of fcience, and difficult as they may 
prove to be detailed with dignity, yet contribute to 
the regulation of the world, by facilitating the in- 
tercourfe between one man and another, and of 
which the French have fufficiently teftified their 
efteem, by terming the knowledge and praftice of 
them Sf avoir vivre^ the art of living. 

Politenefs is one of thofe advantages which we 
never eftimate rightly but by the inconvenience of 
its lofs. Its influence upon the manners is conftant 
and uniform, fo that, like an equal motion, it efcapes 
perception. The circumllances of every a£tion are 
fo adjufted to each other, that we do not fee where 
.any error could have been committed, and rather ac- 
quiefce in its propriety than admire its exa£tnefs. 

But as ficknefs fhews us the value of eafe, a little 
familiarity with thofe who were never taught to en- 
deavour 
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'deavour the gTatification of others, but tegulate ^ASifr 
behaviour merely by their 6ten Will, wfll foon eVmefe 
the neceffity of eftabliifaed modes and fotmalitfes 16 
the hat>]!An'«fs ^hd quiet of cbnttnon Itfe. 

Wifdom and Virtue are by no m^ttfs ruffibfencv 
^thout tbe fBp^lemen!^! Iaw6 of godd-breeiddsg, to 
fecure freedom from degeiifeWdng td i^ai^fs, W 
felf-efteetn from fweUing into ^f6l^ee ; a thoufflul 
incivilities iftiay be committed, and a thoi^fahd office 
licigteAed, xx^ithout any r^totorfe df ecritifcience, or f e^ 
proach from reafon. 

The tnie effeft of genuine polkenefs fecms to be 
rather eafe than pleafure. tbe power of deligbtiBg 
mud be conferred by nature, and cannot be delivered 
hy ^frecept, or obtaJi^ by imitation; but tbotq^ 
it be the privil^e of a very fmall number to raVifh 
and to charm, every man may hope by rules and 
taitttioh not to give pain, and riay, therefore, by 
the help of good-breeding, enjoy the kindnefs bf 
maiiikind, though he (hould have no cbifti to higher 
diftinftions. 

The univerfal axiom in which all complaiiaiice is 
included, and from which flow dil the formftIitj<3s 
which cuftom has eftablifhed in civitifed fiati^s, is. 
That no man Jhall give any fref evince to hifnfelf. A 
mle fo comprehenfive and certain, 'that, perhaps, ft 
is not eafy for the mind to image an incivility, i^h* 
out fuppofing it to be broken. 

There are, indeed, in every place fome particubtr 
tnodes of the ceremonial part of good-breeding^ 
which, being arbitrary and accidental, cto be learn- 
ed only by habitude and conveVfation ; fuch are the 
forms of falutation, the different gradations of revfe- 
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rence, and all the adjaftments of place and pre* 
cedence. Thefe, however, may be often violated 
tmhout olence, if it be fufficiently evident, that 
neither malice nor pride contributed to the failure; 
but win not atone, however rigidly obferved, for 
the tinnour <>£ infolence, or petulance of con* 
lempt. 

X hate^ indeed^ not found amcmg any part of 
mankind, lefs real and rational complaifance, than 
among thofe who have pafled their time in paying 
and receiving vifits, in frequenting public enter- 
tainments, in ftudying the exaft meafures of cere- 
mony, and in watching all the variations of fafliion- 
able courtefy. 

They know, indeed, at what hour they may beat 
the door of an acquaintance, how many fteps they 
muft attend him towards the gate, and what interval 
fhould pafs before his vifit is returned; butfeldom 
extend theij* care beyond the exterior and unef- 
fential parts of civility, nor refufe their own vanity 
any gratification, however expenfive to the quiet of 
another. 

Trypherus is a man remarkable for fplendour 
and expence ; a man, that having been originally 
placed by his fortune and rank in the firft clafs 
of the community, has acquired that air of di^ 
nity, and that readinefs in the exchange of com- 
pliments, which courts, balls, and levees, eafily 
confer. 

But Trypherus J without any fettled pufpofes of 
malignity, partly by his ignorance of human nature, 
and partly by the habit of contemplating with great 
fatisfaftion his own grandeur and riches, is hourly 
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giving difgud to thofe whom chance or expectation 
fubjed to his vanity. 

To a man whofe fortune confines him to a fmall 
houfe, he declaims upon the pleafure of fpactous 
apartments, and the convenience of changing his 
lodging-room in different parts of the year; tells 
him, that he hates confinement ; and concludes, that 
if his chamber was lefs, he fhould never wake with- 
out thinking of a prifon. 

To Eucrctas, a man of birth equal to himfelf, but 
of much lefs eftate, he fhewed his fervices of plate, 
and remarked that fuch things were, indeed, no- 
thing better than coftly trifles, but that no man 
muft pretend to the rank of a gentleman without 
them ; and that for his part, if his eftate was 
fmaller, he fhould not think of enjoying but in- 
creafing it, and would inquire out a trade for his 
eldeft fon. 

He has, in imitation of fome more acute ob- 
ferver than himfelf, coUedted a great many ihifts and 
artifices by which poverty is concealed ; and among 
' the ladies of fmall fortune, never fails to talk of 
frippery and flight filks, and the convenience of a 
general mourning, 

I have been infulted a thoufand times with a ca- 
talogue of his piftures, his jewels, and his rarities, 
which, though he knows the humble neatnefs of 
my habitation, he feldom fails to conclude by a 
declaration, that wherever he fees a houfe meanly 
furniftied, he defpifes the owner's tafte, or pities his 
poverty. 

This, Mr. Rambler, is the praftice of Tryp/je- 
rusy by which he is become the.terrour of all who 
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are lefs wealthy than himfelf, and has raifed innu- 
merable enemies without rivaby, and without ma* 
levolence. 

Tet though all are not equally culpable with 
Trypherusj it is fcarcely poflible to find any man 
who does not frecjpently, like him, indulge Us own 
pride by forcing others into a comparifon with 
himfelf when he knows the advantage is on his 
fide, without confidering that unneceflarily to ob. 
tnide unpleafing ideas, is a fpecies of opprelfion; 
and that it is little more criminal to deprive another 
of fome real advantage, than to interrupt that for- 
getfulnefs of its abfence which is the next happinefs 
to adual polTeflion. 

I am, &c« 

EUTROPlUS. 
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NtTMb. 99* Tv^nvAYy February 26^ ^75^^ 

SeUUei sngenm nHqtut fft eotudr£ti jitnBixf 

Mt firoat fimSi fmdtm qmfqvefin^ 
Rtt/iicui agricolam^ miles fifa Ulk girentemg 

ReQorem dubia navka pu^it amat, OviD* 

CongiBttiftl ptfRona fools together bindi 

And ev'ry calling mingles with its kind ; 

Soldier unites with foldier, fwain with fwain. 

The mariner with him that roves the main. F. Lewis. 

T T has been ordained by providence, for the oon- 
fervation of order- in the immenfe variety of na- 
ture, and fcr the regular propagation of the feveral 
claiTes of life with which the elements are peopled, 
that every creature fliould be drawn by fome fecret 
attradlion to thofe of his own kind; and that not 
only the gentle and domeftick animals which natural- 
ly unite into companies, or cohabit by pairs, fhould 
continue faithful to their fpeciesj but even thofe 
ravenous and ferocious favages which Arijtotle ob- 
ferves never to be gregarious, fliould range moun- 
tains and deferts in fearch of one another, rather 
than pollute the world with a monftrous birth. 

As the perpetuity and diftinftion of the lower 
tribes of the creation require that they fliould be 
determined to proper mates by fome uniform motive 
of choice, or fome cogent principle of inftinft; 
k is neceflfary likewife, that man, whofe wider capa- 
city demands more gratifications, and who feels ia 
himfelf innumerable wants, which a life of folitude 
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caiUidt iupply, and innumetabk powers to Vfhlch k ^ ' 
caimot give employment, Ihould be led to fuitabfe 
tompanions by particular influence; and among 
many beings of the iame nature vith himfelf, he may 
ieled fome for intimacy and tendernefs, and improve 
the condition of his exiftaice, by fuperadding fHend- 
fliip to humanity, and the love of individual! to that 
of the fpecies. 

Others animals are fo formed, that they feem to 
contribute very little to the happinefs of each other, 
and know neither joy, nor grief, nor love, nor ha- 
tred, but as they are urged by fome defire immediately 
fubfervient either to the fupport of their own lives, 
or to the continuation of their race ; they therefore 
feldom appear to regard any of the minuter difcri- 
minatioAs which diftinguifli creatures of the fame 
kind from one another. 

But if man were to feel no incentives to kindnefs, 
more thim his general tendency to eongenial nature^ 
Babylm or L§nd9n^ with all their multitudes, would 
have to him the defolation of a wildemefs } his af« 
fe^iOns, not compreiied into a narrower compafs, 
would vanifh like elemental fire, in boundlefs evapo* 
ration ; he would languifli in perpetual infenfibility, 
and though he might, perhaps, in the firft vigour of 
youth, amufe himfelf with the freih enjoyments of 
life, yet, when curiofity ihould ceafe, and alacrity 
ftribfide, he would abandon himfelf to the fiudua- 
tiosis ^ chance, without expefting help againft any 
cadttutyi or feeling any wifh for the happinefs of 
others. 

To love all men is our d^ty, fo far as it includes ; 
a general habit ^k benevolence, and reading of oc« ' 

N 21 cafion^ • 
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canbiial kindnefs; but to love all equally is impoC- 
fible; at Icaft impoffible ^iwthout the exrindUon of 
thofe paflions which now produce aH our pains and 
all our pleafurcs ; without the difufe, if not the abo- 
lition, of feme of our faculties, and the fuppreffion of 
4ill our hopes and fears in apathy and indifference. 

The neceilities of our condition require a thoufand 
offices of tendernefs, which mere regard for the fpe- 
cies will never diftate. Every man has frequent 
(grievances which only the folicitude of friendfliip will 
-difcover and remedy, and which would remain for 
ever unheeded in the mighty heap of human calamity, 
,were it only furveyed by the eye of general benevo- 
lence equally attentive to every mifery. 
-* The great community of mankind is, therefore, 
aeceflarily broken into fmaller independent focieties ; 
thefe form diftinft interefls, which are too frequently 
oppofed to each other, and which they who have en- 
tered into tfie league of particular governments falfdy 
think it virtue to promote, however deftruttive to 
the happinefs of the reft of the world. 
* Such unions are again' feparated into fubordinate 
claffes and combinations, and focial life is perpetually 
(^ranched out into minuter fubdivifions, till it termi-* 
bates in the laft ramifications of private friendfhlp. 

That friendfliip may at once be fond and lafting, 
k has been already obferved in thefe papers, that a 
conformity of inclinations is necelTary. No man can 
have much kindnefs for him by whom he does not 
believe himfelf lefteemed, and nothing fo evidently 
proves efleem as imitation. 

. That benevolence is always flrongefl which arifes 
from participation of the fame pleasures, fmcc we 
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are naturally mod willing to revive in our minds the 
memory of perfons, with whom the idea of enjoy- 
ment is conne&ed* 

It is commonly, therefore, to little purpofe, that 
any one endeavours to ingratiate himfelf with fuch as 
be cannot accompany in their amufements and diver- 
fions. Men have been known to rife to favour and* 
to fortune, only by being Ikilful in the fports with 
which their patron happened to be delighted, by con* 
curring with his tafte for fome particular fpecies of> 
curiofities, by relifliing the fame wine, or applauding, 
tjie fame cookery. 

Even thofe whom wifdom or virtue have placed 
abovfi regard to fuch petty recommendations, mud 
Qeverthelefs be g^ned by flmilitude of manners. 
The higheft and nobled enjoyment of familiar life9 
the communication of knowledge and reciproca- 
tion of fentiments, muft always prefuppofe a difpor 
iition to th^ fi^me in(}uiry, and delight in the faine 
difcoveries. 

With what fatisfa^lion could the politician lay his 
fchemes for the reformation of laws, or his compari- 
fons of differei^c forms of government, before the 
chemid, who has never accudomed hi^ thoughts to 
any other objedl th^n fait and fulphur ^ ' or how could 
the adronomer, in explaining his calculations and 
conjeAures, endure the coldnefs of i grammarian, 
who would lofe fight of Jupilcr and all his /atel/ites^ 
for a happy etymology of an obfcure word, pr a bet- 
ter explication of a controverted line. 

Every man loves merit of the fame kind with his 
own, when it is not likely to hinder his advaacemenr 
or his reputation ; for he not only bed underdands 
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the worth of thofe qualidei which he ld)our$ to cul- 
tiYate, or the ufefulneis of the art which be pra&ifes 
with fuccefs, but always feels a reflefted pleafure from 
&e praifes, which, though given to another, belong 
equally to himfelf. 

There is indeed no need of refearch and refine* 
ment to difcover that men muft generally feled: their 
companions from their own flate of life, fince there 
are not many minds furniihed for great variety of 
conterfation, or adapted to multiplicity of intellec- 
tual entertainments. 

The (ailor, the academick, the lawyer, the me- 
chanick, and the courtier, have all a cad of talk 
peculiar to their own fraternity, have fixed their 
attention upon the fame events, have been engaged 
in affairs of the fame fort, and made ure of allu« 
lions and illuftrations which themfelves only can un- 
derftand. 

To be infe6led with the jargon of a particular 
profeflion, and to know only the language of a fingle 
rank of mortals, is indeed fufEciently defpicable. 
But as limits muft be always fet to the excurfions 
of the human mind, there will be fome ftudy which 
every man more zealoufly profecutes, fome darling 
fubjed on which he is principally pleafed to con- 
yerfe ; and he that can moft inform or beft under- 
i^and him, will certainly be welcomed with particular 
regard. 

Such partiality is not wholly to be avoided, nor 
is it culpable, unlefs fuffered fo far to predominate 
as to produce averfion from every other kind of ex- 
Qellencf , and to fhade the luftre' of diilimilar virtues^ 
Thofe therefore, whom the lot of life ha& conjoined, 
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fioold end^sivour conftantly to approach towards the 
mcliQation of each other, invigorate every motion 
of concurrent deiire, and Ian every fpark of kindred 
curbfity. 

It has been juftly obferved, that difcord generally 
operetta in litde things ; it is inflamed to its utmoft 
Tehemence by contrariety of tafte, oftner than of 
principles ; and might therefore commonly be avoided 
by innocent conformity, which, if it was not at fitft 
the motive, ought always to be the confequence of 
indiflbluble union. 



Numb. ioo. SATURiiAy, March 2^ ^75^* 

Offine vafcr vitium rUenti Flaccus anu£9 

Twgit^ et admi/fut eircum fr4£Qrdia hub. Pirsius. 

Horace^ with fly intinuating grace, 

Laugh'd at his friend, and look'd him in the face ; 

Would raife a hlufh where fecrct vipe he fbondf 

And tickle while he gently prob'd the wonnd. 

With feeming innocence the crowd bcguilM ; 

But m^de the defperate pafles^ when he fmil'd. Da Y p bn. 

To th RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

A S very many well-difpofed perfons, by the una- 
^^ voidable neceffity of their aflRaurs, are fo unfor#' 
tunate as to be totally buried in the country, where 
they labour under the moft deplorable ignorance of 
what is tranlading among the polite purt of man- 

N 4 kind. 
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kind, I cannot help thinking, that, as a publick 
writer, you fhould take the cafe of thefe truly com- 
pafTionable objefts under your confideration, 

Thefe unhappy languiOiers in obfcurity fbould be 
furniihed with fuch accounts of the employments of 
people of the world, as may engage them in their 
feveral remote corners to a laudable imitation ; or, at 
leaft, fo fair inform and prepare them, that if by any 
joyful change of fituation they (hould be fuddenly 
tranfported into the gay fcene, they may not gape, 
and wonder, and flare, and be utterly at a lofs 
how to behave and make a proper appearance in 
it. 

It is inconceivable how much the welfare of all the 
country towns in the kingdom might be promoted, 
if you would ufe your charitable endeavours to raife 
in them a noble emulation of the manners and cuf- 
toms of higher life. 

For this purpofe you fhould give a very clear and 
ample defcription of the whole fet of polite acquire- 
ments ; a complete hiflory of forms,, fafhions, fro- 
licks, of routs, drums, hurricanes, balls, afTemblies* 
ridottos, mafquerades,* auftions, plays, operas, pup. 
pet-fhows, and bear-gardens ; of all thofe delights 
which profitably engage the attention of the moft fub- 
lime charafters, and by which they have brought to 
fuch amazing perfeftion the whole art and myflery of 
paffing day after day, week after week, and year after 
year, without the heavy afEflance of any one thing 
that formal creatures are pleafed to call ufeful and 
neceffary. 

In giving due inflruftions through what fleps to 
attain this fummit of human excellence, you may 

add 
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add fuch irrefiftible arguments in its favour, as muft 
convince numbers, who in other inflances do not 
feem to vfznt natural underftanding, of the unac* 
countable error of fuppofing they were fent into the 
world for any other purpofe but to flutter, fport, and 
fhine. For, after all, nothing can be clearer than 
that an everlafting round of diverfion, and the more 
lively and hurrying the better, is the moft important 
end of human life. 

It is really prodigious, fo much as the world is im« 
proved, that there (hould in thefe days be perfons fo 
ignorant and ftupid as to think it neceilary to 
mifpend their time, and trouble their heads about 
any thing elfe than purfuing the prefent fancy; for 
what elfe is worth living for ? 

It is time enough furely to think of confequences 
when they come ; and as for the antiquated notions 
of duty, they are not to be met with in any French 
novel, or any book one ever looks into, but derived 
almoft wholly from the writings of authors, who 
lived a vaft many ages ago, and who, as they were 
totally without any idea of thofe accomplifhments 
which now charaderife people of diftindtion, have 
been for fome time fmking apace into utter con- 
tempt. It does not appear that even their mod 
zealous admirers, for fome partifans of his own fort 
every writer will have, can pretend to fay they were 
ever at one ridotto. 

In the important article of diverfions, the cere- 
monial of vifits, the extatick delight of unfriendly 
intimacies and unmeaning civilities, they are abfo- 
lutely filent. Blunt truth, and downright honefty, 
plain clothes, flaying at home, hard work, few 

words. 
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words, and thofe unenlivened with cenfare or dooUe 
meaning, are what they recommend as tjbe omamaits 
and pleafures of life. Little oathf, pdite dtffimu^ 
lation, tea-table feandal, delightful indolence, the 
glitter of finery, the triumph of precedence, the en^ 
cbantments of flattery, they fecm to have had no 
notion of, and I cannot but laugh to think what 
a figure they would have made in a drawing*roomt 
and how frighted they would have looked at a gam* 
ing-table. 

The noble zeal of patriotifm that diCdaina author 
my, and tramples on laws for fport^ was abfelutely 
the averfioH of thefe tame wretches. 

Indeed one cannot difcover any one thing tbey 
pretend to teach people, but to be wife, and good ; 
acquirements infinitely below the conflderation of 
perfons of tafte and fpirit, who know how to fpend 
their time to fo much better purpofe. 

Among other admirable improvements, pray, Mr. 
Rambler^ do not forget to enlarge on the very exten* 
five benefit of playing at cards on Sundays, a prac- 
tice of fuch infinite ufe, that we may modeflly expedt 
to fee it prevail univerfally in all parts of this king« 
dom. 

To perfons of falbion, the advantage is obvious ; 
becaufe, as for fome ftrange reafon or other, which 
no fine gentleman or fine lady has yet been able to 
penetrate, there is neither play, nor mafquerade, nor 
bottled conjurer, nor any other thing worth living 
for, to be had on a Sunday ; if it were not for the 
charitable afliftamce of wbift or bragg, the genteel 
part of mankind muft, one day in feven, nece&rily 
fuffer a total extin&ion ef being. 

Nor 
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Nor are the per£>ns of high rank the only gainert 
by fo falutary a cuftom^ which extends its good ia<t 
fluence, in fome degree, tp the lower orders of 
people ; but were it quite general, how much better 
and happier would the world be than it is even now ? 

'Tis hard upon poor creatures, be they ever fo 
mean, to deny them thofe enjoyments and liberties 
which are equally open for all. Yet if fervants werd 
taught to go to church on this day, fpend fome part 
of it in reading or receiving inftrudion in a family 
way, and the reft in mere friendly converfation, the 
poor wretches would infallibly take it into their heads, 
that they were obliged to be fober, modeft, diligent, 
and faithful to their matters and miftreiTes. 

Now furely no one of common prudence or hu« 
manity would wi(h their domefticks infefted with fuch 
ftrange and primitive notions, or laid under fuch 
unmerciful reftraints: all which may, in a great 
meafure, be prevented by the prevalence of the good- 
humoured fafhion, that I would have you recommend. 
For when the lower kind of people fee their betters, 
with a truly laudable fpirit, infulting and flying in the 
face of thofe rude, ill-bred dictators, piety and the 
laws, they are thereby excited and admonifhed, as 
far as a£^ions can admonifli and excite, and taught 
that they too have an equal right of fetting them at 
defiance in fuch inftances as their particular necefli- 
ties and inclinations may require; and thus is the 
liberty of the whole human fpecies mightily improved 
and enlarged. 

In fhort, Mr. Rambler^ by a faithful reprefentation 
of the numberlefs benefits of a modiih life, you will 
have done your part in promoting what every body 

feems 
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fisems to confefs the true purpofe of human exlftence, 
perpetual diffipation. 

By encouraging people to employ their whole at^ 
tention on trifles, and make amufement their folc 
ftudy, you will teach them how to avoid many very 
une^fy reflexions. 

All the foft feelings of humanity, the fympathieg 
of friendfliip, all natural temptations to the care of a 
family, and foUcituda about the good or ill of others, 
with the whole train of domeftick and focial aSec* 
tions, which create fuch daily anxieties and embar. 
raifments, will be happily itiQtd and fupprefled in a 
round of perpetual delights; and all ferious thoughts, 
but particularly that of hereafter^ be banifticd out of 
the world; a molt perplexing apprehenfion^ but 
luckily a moft groundlefs one too, as it is fo very 
clear a cafe^ that nobody ever dies. 

I am, &c, 

CHARIESSA. 



- ^ ."^ 
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Numb, ioi, Tuesday, March 5, I75i» 

Mellajuhes HyhUa t'lhi vel Hymatia nafch 

Et thyma Ceeropldt Corfica ponu aft. Mart. 

Alas ! dear Sir, you try in vain, 

ImpoifibiHiies to gain ; 

No ^)ce from Corjica^z rank juice, 

HyhUan honey can produce. F. Lewis. 

To the RAMBLER. 
SIR, 

TTAVING by feveral years of continual ftudy 
•*• ■*' treafured in my mind a great number of prin- 
ciples and ideas, and obtained by frequent exercife 
the power of applying them with propriety, and 
combining them with readinefs, I refolved to quit 
the univerfity, where I coniidered myfelf as a gem 
hidden in the mine, and to mingle in the crowd of 
publick life. I was naturally attraded by the com- 
pany of thofe who were of the fame age with myfelf, 
and finding that my academical gravity contributed 
very little to my reputation, applied my faculties to 
jocularity and burlefque. Thus, in a fhort time, I 
bad heated my imagination to fuch a Aate of adi- 
vity and ebullition, that upon every occalion it 
fumed away in burfts of wit, and evaporations of 
gaiety. I became on a fudden the idol of the cof- 
fee-houfe, was in one winter folicited to accept the 
prefidentfliip of five clubs, was dragged by violence 

to 
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to every new play, and quoted in every controverfy 
upon theatrical merit ; was in every publick place fur- 
rounded by a multitude of humble auditors, who re* 
tailed in other places of refort my maxims and my 
jefts, and was boafted as their intimate and compa- 
nion, by many, who had no other pretenfions to my 
acquaintance, than that they had drank chocolate in 
the fame room. 

You will not wonder, Mn RAMBtBit, that I men- 
tion my fuccefs with fome appearance of triumph and 
elevation. Perhaps no kind of fuperii^rity is more 
flattering or alluring than that which is c6bferred 
by the powers of converfation, by extemporaneous 
fprightlinefs of fancy, copioufnefs of language, and 
fertility of fentiment. In other exertions of gfcnius, 
the gr^aA&r part of the praife is unknown aikd mien- 
joyed ; thft writer, indeed, fpreads ins reputstdoft to 
a wider extent, but receives liitle pleafure or advan^ 
tage from the diffufion of his name, and only ob- 
tains a kind of nominal fovereignty over r^ions 
which pay no tribute. The colloquial wit h^ al^ 
ways his own radiance rt&e&td on himfelf, and en* 
joys all the pleafure which he beftows ; he finds bis 
power confeflied by every one that approaches bitn, 
fees friend&ip kindling with rapture, and attendon 
fwelling into praife. 

The defite winch every man feels 6f ImportanciS 
and efteem, is fo much gratified by finding ^n aflem- 
bly, at his entrance, brightened with gladnefs dnd 
hufhed with expedtation, that the recoUedion of fucb 
diftin£lions can fcarcely fail to be pleafing wlioifo^ 
ever it is innocent. And my confcience dpes not 
reproach me with any mean or criminal e&ds of va* 

nityj 
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nity; fiace I always employed my influence on the 
fide of virtue, and never facrificed my underftanding 
or my religioli to the pleafure of applaufe. 

There were many whom dther the defire of en* 
joying my pleafentry^ or the pride of being thought 
to ehjoy it, brought <rften into my company ; but I 
was carefled in a particular manner by Demachans,, 
a gentleman of a large eHiate, and a liberal difpo«- 
fition. My fortune being by no means exuberant^ 
inclined me to be pleofed with a friend who was wilU 
ing to be entertained at his own charge. I became 
by daily invitations habituated to his table, and> as 
be believed my acqnainiance necefiary to the charac- 
ter of elegance^ which he was defirous of eftablifhing, 
I lived in all the luxury of affluence, without eipence 
CHT dependence^ and paifed my life ia a perpetual 
reciprocation of pleasure, with men brought toge* 
ther by fimilitude of accomplifhments, or defire of 
improvement. 

But all power has its fphere of adivity, beyond 
which it produces no effed. Demochares being 
called by bis affairs into the country, imagined that 
he ihould increafe his popularity by coming among 
his neighbours accompanied by a man whofe abili- 
ties were fo gcneially allowed. The report pre- 
fently fpread through half the country that Demih 
chares Was arrived, and had brought with him the 
celebrated HiJarius, by whom fuch merriment would 
be eatcited, as had never been enjoyed or conceived 
before. I k/iew, indeed, the purpofe for which I 
wds invit^^ and, a^ men do not look diligently out 
for poffible mifcarriages, was pleafed to find myfelf 
courted upoa principles of inteteft, and e^tiMtttd 

as 
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as capable of reconciling fafUons, compofing feuds, 
and anlting a whole province in focial happinefs. 

After a few days fpent in adjufting his domeftick 
regulations, Demochares invited all the gentlemen of 
his neighbourhood to dinner, and did not forget to 
hint how much my prefence was expelled to heighten 
the pleafure of the feaft. He informed me what pre- 
judices my reputation had raifed in my favour, and 
reprefented the fatisfa£Uon with which he ihould fee 
me kindle up the blaze of merriment, and fhould re- 
mark the various eifeSs that my fire would have upon 
fuch diverfity of matter. 

This declaration, by which he intended to 
quicken my vivacity, filled me with folicitude. I 
felt an ambition of ihining which I never knew be- 
fore ; and was therefore embarrafled with an unufual 
fear of difgrace. I pafled the night in planning out 
to myfelf the converfation of the coming day j recol- 
lefted all my topicks of raillery, propofed proper fub- 
je£ls of ridicule, prepared fmart replies to a thoufand 
queftions, accommodated anfwers to imaginary re- 
partees, and formed a magazine of remarks, apoph- 
thegms, tales, and illuftrations. 

The morning broke at laft in the midft of thefe 
bufy meditations. I rofe with the palpitations of 
a champion on the day of combat; and notwith^ 
{landing all my efforts, found my fpirits funk under 
the weight of expeftation. The company foon 
after began to drop in, and every one at his en- 
trance, was introduced to Hilarius. What concep- 
tion the inhabitants of this region had formed of a 
wit, I cannot yet difcever ; but obferved that they 
all feemed, after the regular exchange of compli* 
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ments, to turn away difappointed ; and that while we 
waited for dinner, they cafl: their eyes firft upon me, 
and then upon each other, like a theatrical aifembly 
waiting for a (hew. 

From the uneafmefs of this fituation, I was re*- 
lieved by the dinner ; and as every attention was 
taken up by the bufinefs of the hour, I funk quietly 
to a level with the refl: of the company. But no 
fooner were the di(hes removed, than^ inftead of 
cheerful confidence and familiar prattle, an univerfal 
filence again {hewed their expectation of fome unufual 
perfonnance. My friend endeavoured to roufe them 
by healths and queftions, but they anfwered him with 
great brevity, and immediately relapfed into their 
former taciturnity* 

I had waited in hope of fome opportunity to divert 
them, but could find no pafs opened for a fingle fally ; 
and who can be merry without an objeft of mirth ? 
After a few faint efforts, which produced neither ap-i 
plaufe nor oppofition, I was content to mingle with 
the mafs, to put round the glafs in filence, and folace 
myfelf with my own contemplations. 

My friend looked round him j the guefts dared at 
one another ; and if now and then a few fyllables 
were uttered with timidity and hefitation, there was 
none ready to make any reply. All our faculties 
were frozen, and every minute took away from our 
capacity of pleafing, and difpofition to be pleafed. 
Thus paffed the hours to which fo much happinefs 
was decreed ; the hours which had, by a kind of 
open proclamation, been devoted to wit, to mirth, 
and to Hilarius. 

Vol. y, O At 
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At lad the mght ^caufte on, ansd the neeefficy of 
.patting fresd ua from the perfecutioos of each otfaes; 
I heard them^ as they walked along the court, mi0> 
muring at the lofs of the day, and inquirmg xvhethcr 
any maa woold pay a lecoad vifit to a houfe haunted 
by a wit. 

Demochares^ whofe benevolence is greater than hit 
penetration, having Mattered his hopes with the fiei 
condary honour which he was to gain by my fpright- 
linefs and elegance, and the a£Fe£tion with which he 
ibould be followed for a perpetual banquet of gaiety; 
was not able to conceal his vexation and refentmenty 
nor would eaftly be convinced, that I had not Jacri* 
ficed his iatereft to fullennefs and caprice, and fkudl- 
oufly endeavoured to dilgufl his guefts, and fupprcffed 
my powers of delighting, in obftinate and preme- 
ditated filence. I am informed that the reproach of 
their ill reception is divided by the gentlemen of the 
country between us } fojne being of opimon, that my 
friend is deluded by an impoftor, who, though ht 
has found fome art of gaining his favour^ is afraid to 
fpeak before men of more penetration j and others 
concluding, that I think only London the proper thea- 
atre of my abilities, and difdain to exert my genius 
for the praife of rufticks. 

I believe, Mr'. Rambler, that k has ibmetimea 
)iappened to others, who have the good or ill &>Ftun« 
to be celebrated for wits» to fall under the fame cent 
fures upon the like occafions, I hope therefore that 
you will prevent any mUreprefentations^. of. fuch 
failures, by r^marlfing th^t ijiventiop is not wbo% a$ 
the command of its poffeflbr ; that thq. power, pfple^ 
ing is very often obftrufted by the defire j that all ex;- 
:^\ C . .peftatton 
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peds^KiM fefeis' fiMprife, yet foifte forprife is necef- 
fery to gaiety j and that thofe who defire to partake 
cf the pleafure of wir mufl; contribute tfb its produce 
ifien, fmcfe the mtnd ftagnates without external ven- 
liialioa, amd that effervefcence of the fancy, which 
fiaihes into tramfport:^ can be raifisd only by the hifu« 
ficMA <^ diffiiftilar ideasv 



Numb, 1 02. Saturday, March g^ ^7S^^ 

If/a quoque affiduo lahuntur ttmpora moiu 

liofl [ecus acjiumen : nequt en'm confjierejlumen^ 

Nee le'uh horapotejl ; fed ut unda impeHitur unddf 

Ur^eturque ^rhr venientet urgetque friorem^ 

Tetaforafe fttgiutU paritary pariUrquefequunturv OviD* 

With conftant motion as the moments glide, 

Beliold in rtmning life the rolling tid.'! 

For none can ftem by art, or flop by pow'r. 

The flowing ocean, or the fleeting hour : 

But wave by wave purfu'd arrives on fhore. 

And each impellM behind impels b;^fore : 

So time on time revolving.we defcry ; 

6a minutes follows and fo minutes fly. £LPifiMST0N. 

* T iFE,** {divs Seneca J "is a voyage, in the pro- 
^ grefs of which we are perpetually changing' 
** ouf fcenes : we firft leave childhood behind us, 
•^ then youth, theh the years of ripened manhood, 
" then the better and more pleafing part of old age/*^ 
llie perufal of this paffage having incited in me a 
tfaiixi of refleftions on the ftate of man, the inceflanf 
fluduation of his wiflies, the gradual change of his 

O 2 difpo- 
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difpofition to all external objefU^ and the thougbcr 
leflhefs with which he floats along the (tream of time^ 
I funk into a flumber amidft my meditations, and, 
on a fudden, found my ears filled with the tumult of 
labour, the ihouts of alacrity, the ihrieks of alarm, 
the wbiftle of winds, and the da(h of waters*- 

My aftonifliment for a time reprefled my eurio^ 
fity ; but foon recovering myfelf fo far as to inquire 
whither we were going, and what was the caufe of 
fuch clamour and confufion, I was told that they 
were launching out into the ocean of life ; that we 
had already paffed the ftreights of infancy, in whieh 
multitudes had perilhed, fome by the weaknefs and 
fragility of their veffels, aftd more by the folly, per- 
verfenefs, or negligence, of thofe who undertook to 
fleer them ; and that we were now on the mam fea, 
abandoned to the winds and billows, without any 
other means of fecurity than the care of the pilot, 
whom it was always in our power to choofe among 
great numbers that offered their dire£lion and aiOift- 
ance. 

I then looked round whh anxious eagemefs; and 
firft turning my eyes behind me, faw a ftream flow- 
ing through flowery iflands, which every one that 
failed along feemed to behold with pleafure ; but no 
fooner touched, than the current, which, though not 
noily or turbulent, was yet irre(i(lible, bore himi 
away. Beyond thefe iflands all was darknefs, nor 
could any of the paflengers defcribe the fhore at 
which he firft embarked^ 

Before me, and on each fide, was an expanfe of 
waters violently agitated, and covered with fo thick, 
a mift, that the moft perfpicacious eye could fee but 

a little 
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a Kttle way. It appeared to be full of rocks and 
uphirlpools, for many funk unexpeftedly while they 
were courting the gale with full fails, and infulting 
thole whom they had left behind. So numerous, 
indeed, were the dangers, and fo thick the darknefs, 
that no caution could confer fecurity. Yet there 
were many, who, by falfe intelligence, betrayed their 
followers into whirlpools, or by violence puflied thofe 
whom they found in their way againft the rocks. 

The current was invariable and infurmountable ; , 
but though it was impoflible to fail againft it, or to 
return to the place that was once pafTed, yet it was 
not fo violent as to allow no opportunities for dexte- 
rity or courage, fincc, though none could retreat 
back from danger, yet they might often avoid it by 
oblique diredion. 

It was, however, not very common to fteer with 
xnuch care or prudence; for by fome univerfal in- 
fatuation, every man appeared to think himfelf fafe, 
though he faw his conforts every moment finking 
round him; and no fooner had the waves clofed 
over them, than their fate and their mifconduffc 
were forgotten; the voyage was purfued with the \ 
fame jocund confidence; every man congratulated 
himfelf upon the foundnefs of his veffel, and be- 
lieved himfelf able to ftem the whirlpool in which 
his friend was fwallowed, or glide over the rocks 
on which he was daflied : nor was it otten obferved ' 
that the fight of a wreck made any man change his j 
courfe : if he turned afide for a moment, he foon 
^rgot the rudder, and left himfelf again to the dif- 
polai of chance. 

O 3 This 
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This negligence did not proceed from mdiffbp 
rence, or from wearineFs of their prefent condirion $ 
for not one of thofe who thus ruihed upon deftruo- 
tion, failed, when he was (inking, to call loudl-^r 
upon his alTociates for that help which could not now 
be given him ; and many fpent their lad momoiu 
ki cautioning others agaiafl: the folly by which they 
5«rere intercepted in the midft of their courfe, TheilP 
benevolence was fometimes praifed, but their admoi- 
nitions were unreg^ded. 

The YeiTels in which we had embarked being 
confeflTedly unequal to the torbuleace of the ftream 
of Jife, were vifibly impaired in the courfe of the 
voyage } fo that every pafienger was certain, that 
bow long foever he might, by favourable acckknts^ 
or by inceflant vigilance, be preferved, he muft fink 
at laft. 

This necefficy of perifhing might have been exr 
pe£ted to fadden the gay, and intimidate the daring, 
Tit leaft to keep the melancholy and timorous in per- 
petual torments, and hinder them from any enjoy- 
ment of the varieties and gratifications which nature 
offered them as the folace of their labours : yet in 
effed none feemed lefs to exped de(lru£lion than 
thofe to whom it wa« moft dreadful ; they all had 
the aft of concealing their danger from themfelves } 
and thofe who knew their inalMlity to bear the fight 
of the terrours that embarrafied their way, took car^ 
never to look forward, but found fome amufement 
for the prefent moment, and generally entertained 
them£dyes by playing with Hopiz^ who ^as the con* 
flant affociate of the voyage of life. • • - '. 

.. .• '. ' Yet 
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^ Yet all that Hop£ veniured to pronife, even to 
tfaofe vhom (be ^voured inoft, was» aot that they I 
ihould efcape, but tluit they ihould fmk laft ; and 
with thi( promife every one was fatisfied, though be 
laughed at the reft for Teeming to believe it. Hofk^ 
indeed, apparently mocked the credulity of her com«' 
panions ; for in proportion as their veflels grew leaky, 
ihe redoubled her afTurances of fa&ty ; and none were 
mpre bufy in making provilions for a long voyage, 
tbaa tbey whom aU but them£dves faw likely to pe« 
rifli foon by irreparable decay. 

In the midft of the current of life waf; the gulpb 
of Intemperaj*€B, a dreadful whirlpool, inter* 
^^erfed with rocks, of which the pointed crags wer<e 
concealed under water, and the tops covered with 
(lerbage, on which £ass fpread couches of repofe, 
9nd with (hades, where Pleasuse warbled the fong 
of invitation. "Within fight of thefe rocks all who 
failed on the ocean of life muft neceilarily pafs. 
Reasok, indeed, was always at hand to fleer thtf 
palTengers through a narrow outlet by which they 
pught efcape; but very few could, by her entreaties 
pr remonftrance^, be induced to put the rudder 
into her band, without (lipulating that fhe ihould 
approach fo near unto the rocks of Pleasure, that 
they might folace themfelves with a fhort enjoy* 
inent of that delicious region, after which they al- 
ways determined to purfue their courfe without any 
Other deviation. 

Reason was too often prevailed upon fo far by 
thefe promifes, as to venture her charge within the 
eddy of the gulph of Intemperance, where, in-» 
deed^ the circumvolution w;as weak, but yet intei^ 
; , O 4 rupted 
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rupted the courfe of the veffel, and Idrew it, by 
infenfible rotations, towards the center. She then 
repented her temerity, and with all her force en- 
deavoured to retreat; but the draught of the gulph 
was generally too ftrong to be overcome; and the 
paflenger, having danced in circles with a pleafing 
and giddy velocity, was as laft overwhelmed and loft- 
Thofe few whom Reason was able to extricate, ge- 
nerally fuffered fo many fhocks upon the points which 
■' ihot out from the rocks of Pleast^re, that they were 
: unable to continue their courfe with the fame flrength 
and facility as before, but floated along timorouily 
and feebly, endangered by every breeze, and (bat- 
tered by every ruffle of the water, till they funk, by 
flow degrees, after long ftruggles, and innumerable 
expedients, always repining at their own folly, and 
warning others againft the firft approach of the gulph 
of Intemperance. 

There were artifts who profeffed to repair the 
breaches and ftop the leaks of the veffels which had 
been fhattered on the rocks of Pleasure, Many 
appeared to have great confidence in their ikill, and 
fome, Indeed, were preferved by it from finking, 
who had received only a fmgle blow ; but I remarked 
that few veflels lafted long which had been much re- 
paired, nor was it found that the artifts tbemfelves 
continued afloat longer than thofe who had leaft of 
their afliftance. 
/ The only advantage which, in the voyage of life, 
/ the cautious had above the negligent, was, that 
I they funk later, and more fuddenly ; for they pafled 
\ forward till they had fometimes feen all thofe in 
^ whofe company they had ilTued from the ih-eights 
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of infancy, perifh in the way, and at laft were over, 
fet by a crofs breeze, without the toil of refiftance, 
or the anguifh of expectation. But fuch as had 
often fallen againft the rocks of Pleasure, com- 
monly fubfided by fenfible degrees, contended long 
with the encroaching waters, and harafled them- 
felves by labours that fcarce Hope herfelf could 
flatter with fuccefs. 

As I was looking upon the various fate of the 
multitude about me, I was fuddenly alarmed with 
an admonition from fome unknown Power, ^^ Gaze 
" not idly upon others when thou thyfelf art fink- 
** ing. Whence is this thoughtlefs tranquillity, 
♦* when thou and they are equally endangered?" I 
looked, and feeing the gulph of Intemperance be* 
^re me^ ftarted and awaked. 
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iarevolunt f€^rd» domuf^ aique wde timai, Jvr^ 

They fcarch the fecrcts of the houfe, and fo 

Arc worfliipp'd there, and fear'd for wtiat they knot^. 

i^URIOSITY ifi one of the permaaent aod 
V^ certain charafterifticks of a vigorous iateUedr 
Every advance into knowledge opens new profpeds^ 
;|nd' produces new incitemenis to* furtiier progreft* 
£dl tkp attaiamems poffible in our prefent fl^tie ax^ 
evidently inadequate to our capacities o( enjoysient i 
conqueft ferves no purpofe but that of kindling 
ambition, difcovery has no effe£t but of railing ex- 
peftation ; the gratification of one defire encourages 
another; and after all our labours, ftudies, and in* 
quiries, we are continually at the fame diftance from 
the completion of our fchemes, have ftill fome wifh 
importunate to be fatisfied, and fome faculty reftlefs 
and turbulent for want of its enjoyment. 

The defire of knowledge, though often animated 
by extrinfick and adventitious motives, feems on 
many occafions to operate without fubordination to 
any other principle ; we are eager to fee and hear, 
without intention of referring our obfervations to a 
farther end ; we climb a mountain for a profpeft of 
the plain ; we run to the ftrand in a florm, that we 
may contemplate the agitation of the water; we 
range from city to city, though we profefs neither 
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jrchitcfture nor fortification; we crofe feas only to 
view nature in nakednefs, or magnificence in ruins^ 
we are equally allured by npv.clty of every kind, hf 
a de&rt or a palace, a catara£]t or a cavern^ l>y ev^ry 
thing rude and every thing poliflied, every thing 
greai and every thing little ; we do not fee a tbicke( 
but with Ibme temptation to entw it, «or remark au 
uifeft flying before u$ but with an inclination, to piirt 
^e it« 

This paflion is, perhaps, regulaily heightened ii| 
proportion as the powers of the mind are elevated 
and aalarged. Luam therefor<e introduces Ca/af^^ 
fyesi^g with dignity fuitable to the grandeur of 
kh defigns and the extent of his capacity, wliea h# 
declares to the high-prieft of Egypt^ that he hu |i$ 
defire equally powerful with that of finding ihf 
^igin of the Niley and that he would quit aU tb^ 
projeAs of the civil war for a fight of thofe fouo^ 
tains which had been fo long coneealed. An4 
Hmery when he would : furnifli the Sirens mih A 
temptation^ to which bis hero, renowned for wifd^i^ 
might yield without difgrace, makes them d^clar^ 
(hat none ever departed from them but with iacrrafe 
of knowledge. 

There is, indeed, fcarcs any kind of ideal uOr 
quirefnent which may not be applied to iomc ufi)^ 
4r which may uit at lead gratify pride with occw 
fional fuperiority ; but whoever attends the modoM 
fif his own mind will find, ttiat «p<Ai the fir ft ap- 
'pearance of afi objeft^ or tfa^ firft flart of a qiieftic«» 
Ms inclination to a nearer view, or more accufato 
JMc^vM, precedes all thoughts of profit^ or/ of 

... corn- 
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competition ; and that bis defires take wi;ig by in- 
ilantaneous impulfe, though their flight may be in- 
vigorated, or their eflPorts renewed, by fubfequent 
confiderationSt The gratification of curiofity ra* 
ther frees us from uneafinefs than confers pleafure; 
we are more pained by ignorance than delighted by 
inftruftion. Curiofity is the thirft of the foul ; it in- 
flames and torments us, and makes us tafte every 
thing with joy, however otherwife infipid, by which 
{t may be quenched. 

It is evident that the earlieft fearchers after know« 
ledge muft have propofed knowledge only as thdr 
reward; and that fcience, though perhaps the 
nurfling of intereft, was the daughter of curiofity: 
for who can believe that they who firft watched the 
cdurfe of the ftars, forefaw the ufe of their difco- 
veries to the facilitation of commerce, or the men- 
furation of time? They were delighted with the 
fplendour of the nofturnal Ikies, they found that the 
lights changed their places ; what they admired they 
were anxious to underftand, and in time traced their 
revolutions. 

There are, indeed, beings in the form of men, 
who appear fatisfied with their intelleAual poffef- 
lions, and feem to live without defire of enlarging 
their conceptions; before whom the world pafies 
without notice, and who are equally unmoved by 
nature or by art. 

This negligence is fometimes only the temporary 
effed of a predominant paffion ; a lover finds no in- 
clination to travel any path, but that which leads 
to the habitation of his miftrefs ; a trader can fpare 

UtUe 
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Kttle attehtion to common occurrences, when hi^ 
fortune is endangered by a dorm. It is frequently 
jthe confequence of a total immerfion in fenfuality: 
corporeal pleafures may be indulged till the memory 
of every other kind of happinefs is obliterated; 
the mind, long habituated to a lethargick and quie- 
fcent flate, is unwilling to wake to the toil of thinks 
ing ; and though fhe may fometimes be difturbed 
by the obtrufion of new ideas, (brinks back again to 
ignorance and red. 

But, indeed, if we except .them to whom the con- 
tinual talk of procuring the fupports of life, denies 
all opportunities of deviation from their own narrow 
track, the number of fuch as live without the ardour 
pf inquiry is very fmall, though many content them^ 
felves with cheap amufements, and wafte their lives 
in refearches of no importance. 

There is no fnare more dangerous to bufy and 
cxcurfivc minds, than the cobwebs of petty inqui- 
fitivenefs, which entangle them in trivial employ, 
ments and minute ftudies, and detain them in a 
middle date, between the tedioufnefs of total in- 
aSivity, and the fatigue of laborious efforts, ea- 
chant them at once with eafe and novelty, and vi- 
tiate them with the luxury of learning. The ne- 
ceffity of doing fomething, and the fear of under- 
taking much, finks the hidorian to a genealogift, 
the philofopher to a journalid of the weather, and 
the mathematician to a condruftcr of dials. 

It is happy when thofe who cannot content 
themfelves to be idle, nor refolve to be indudrious, 
are at lead employed without injury to others j but 
it feldom happens that we can contain ourfclves long 
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In a ii€faa^I ftate, or forbeaf to ikik into vice, xirbett 
we are no longer ibaring tovrafds Tirtue. 

Nugaailui y/nz diftingurihed in his t^rVitr yeart 
t)y an uncommon livelineis of imagination^ quick-^ 
liefs of fagacity, and extent of knowledge. Wheft 
be entered into life, he applied himfelf with parti'* 
cular inquifitivenefft to exa»mne the tarioi^ iox^ 
fives of human a&roiK, the complicated influence 
of mingled afieftions, the different modifications 
of intereft and ambition, and the vark>us caufes of 
xnifcarriage and fuccefs both in publick and private 
iffairs* 

Though his friends did not difcover to what 
purpofe all thefe obfervations were coUefted, or how 
Nugaculus would mach improve his virtue or hia 
fortune by sla inceflant attention to changes of coun*^ 
tenance, burfls of inconiid^ration, fallies of paffion^ 
And all the other cafualties by which he ufed to 
ttace a charaftcr, yet they could not deny Ae ftudy 
o( human nature to be worthy of a* wife man } 
the}r therefore flattered his vanity, applauded his 
discoveries, and liftened with fubmiffive niodefty to 
his le&ures on the uncertainty of inclination, thd ' 
weaknefs of refolves, and the inftability of temper, 
to his account of the various motives which agitate 
the mind, and his ridicule of the modem dream of a 
rtiling paifion* 

. Such was the firfl incitement of Nugaculus to 21 
clofe infpedion mto the conduft of mankind. He 
had no intereft in view^ and therefore no defign of 
fupplantation ^ he had no malevolence, and there-- 
^-^e detected fauhs without any intention to ezpof^ 
^.but having once found the art of engaging 
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im attemkm upon others, he had no inclmation to 
calf It back to bimfelf, but has pafllid Ms time i& 
keeping a watchful eye upon every rifJng charaftcr^ 
and li^ed upoa a fm^ll eftate without any thought of 
'increafing it. 

He is, by continual application, become a general 
mafter of fecret hiftory, and can give an account of 
the intrigues, private marriages, competitions, and 
ftrataigems, of half a century. He knows the mort- 
gages upon every man's eftate, the terms upon 
which every fpendthrift raifes his money, the redl 
and reputed fortune of every lady, the jointure fti- 
jmlated by every contraft, and the expeftations of 
every family from maiden aunts and childlefs ac- 
quaintances. He can relate the economy of every 
houfe,- knows how much one man's cellar is robbed 
by his butler, and the land of another underlet by 
his fteward ; he can tell where the manor-houfe is 
Ailing, though large fums are yearly paid for re- 
pairs ; and where the tenants are felling woods with- 
out the cpnfent of the owner. 

To obtain all this intelligence he is inadvertently 
guilty of a thoufand afts of treachery. He fees no 
man's fervant without draining him of his truft j he 
enters no family without flattering the children into 
difcoveries ; he is a perpetual fpy upon the doors of 
his neighbours ; and knows by long experience, at 
whatever diftance, the looks of a creditor, a bor* 
rower, a lover, and a pimp. 

Nugaculus is not ill-natured, and therefore his in- 
duftry has not hitherto been very mifchievous to 
others, or dangerous to himfelf \ but fmce he can- 
not 
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not enjoy this knowledge but by difcovering it, and, 
if he had no other motive to loquacity, is obliged 
to traffic like the chymifts, and purchafe one fecret 
with another ; he is every day more hated as he is 
more known ; for he is confidered by great numbers 
as one that has their feme and their happinefs in his 
power, and no man can much love him of whom he 
lives in fear. 

Thus has an intention, innocent at firft, if not 
laudable, the intention of regulating his pwn beha- 
viour by the experience of others, by an accidental 
declenlion of minutenefs, betrayed Nugaculus^ not 
only to a foolifh, but vicious wafte of a life which 
might have been honourably pafled in public fer- 
vices, or domeftick virtues. He has loft his original 
intention, and given up his mind to employments 
that engrofs, but do not improve \U 
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Numb. 104, Saturday, March 16, 1751- 

^""^ Nihil eft quod credere de fe 

Nonpoju JuvEMAt. 

None c*cr rejefts hyperboles of praife* 

THE apparent infufficiency of every individual \ 
to his own happinefs or fafety, compels us to I 
feek from one another affiftance and fupport. The ^ 
neceffity of joint eflForts for the execution of any 
great or extenfive defign, the variety of powers 
diffeminated in the fpecies, and the proportion be* 
tween^the defefts and excellencies of different per- 
fons, demand an interchange of help, and commu« 
nication of intelligence, and by frequent reciproca- 
tions of beneficence unite mankind in fociety and 
friendflhip. 

If it can be imagined that there ever was a time 
when the inhabitants of any country were in a ftate 
of equality, without diftinftion of rank, or pecu- 
liarity of pofieflions, it is reafonable to believe that 
every man was then loved in proportion as he 
could contribute by his ftrength, or his fkill, to 
the fupply of natural wants j there was then little 
room for peevifli diflike, or capricious favour ; the 
affedion admitted into the heart was rather efteem 
than tendernefs ; and kindnefs was only purchafed 
by benefits. But when by force or policy, by wifdom 
or by fortune, property and fuperiority were intro- 
duced and eftablifhed, fo that many were condemned 

Vol. V. P to 
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to labour for the fupport of a few, then they whofe 
poffeffions fwelled above their wants, naturally laid 
out their fuperfluities upon pleafure j and thofe who 
could not gain friend (hip by neceflary offices, end^a* * 
voured to promote their intereft by luxurious gratifi- 
cations, and to create need which they might be 
courted to fupply. 

The defires of mankind are much more numerous 
I than their attainments, and the capacity of imagina- 
tion much larger than actual enjoyment. Multitudes 
are therefore unfatisfied with their allotment ; and he 
that hopes to improve his condition by the favour of 
another, and either finds no room for the exertion o( 
great qualities, or perceives himfelf excelled by his 
rivals, will, by other expedients, endeavour to be- 
come agreeable where he cannot be important, and 
I learn, by degrees, to number the art of pleq/ing 
among the mofl ufeful fiudies, and mod valuable ac- 
quifitions. 

This art, like others, is cultivated in proportion 
to its ufefulnefs, and will always flourifli mod where 
it is mod rewarded ; for this reafon we find it praci> 
tifed with great affiduity under abfolute governments, 
where honours and riches are in the hands of one 
man, whom all endeavour to propitiate, and who 
foon becomes fo much accuflomed to compliance and 
officioufnefs, as not eafily to find, in the mod deli- 
cate addrefs, that novelty whjch is neceffary to pro- 
cure attention. . 

It is difcovered by a very few experiments, t^t 

no man is much pleafed with a companion, who 

does not increafe, in fome refpeft, his fondnefs of 

himfelf J and, therefore, he tliat wi(hes rather to b? 
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led forward to profperity by the gentle hand of fa- 
Your, than to force his way by labour and meiit, 
muft confider with more care how to difplay his 
patron's excellencies than his own ; that whenever 
he approaches, he may fill the imagination with 
pleafing dreams, and chace away difguft and 
wearinefs by a perpetual ' fucceffion of delightful 
images. 

This may, indeed, fometimes be effected by turn- 
ing the attention upon advantages which are really 
polTeffed, or upon profpefts which reafon fpreads 
before hope ; for whoever can deferve or require to 
be courted, has generally, either from nature or 
from fortune, gifts, which he may review with 
fatisfaftion, and of which, when he is artfuUy re- 
called to the contemplation, he will feldom be dif- 
pleafed. 

But thofe who have once degraded their under- ^ 
ftanding to an application only to the paffions, and 
who have learned to derive hope from any other ' 
fources than induflry and virtue, feldom retain dig- 
nity and magnanimity fufEcient to defend them 
againft the conftant recurrence of temptation to 
falfehood. He that is too defirous to be loved, 
win foon learn to flatter, and when he has ex^ 
haufted all the variations of honeft praife, and can 
delight no longer with the civility of truth, he will 
invent new topicks of panegyrick, and break out 
into raptures at virtues and beauties conferred by 
himfelf. 

The drudgeries of dependance would, indeed^ 

be aggravated by hopelefnefs of fuccefs, if no induU 

gence was allowed to adulation. He that will ob« 

P 2 ftinatfcly 
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ilinately confine bis patron to hear only the coni« 
mendations which he deferves, will foon be forced 
to give way to others that regale him with more 
compafs of mufick. The greatefl human virtue 
bears no proportion to human vanity. We always 
think ourfelves better than we are, and are gene- 
rally defirous that others fhould think us ftill bet- 
' ter than we think ourfelves. To praife us for 
adions or difpofitions, which deferve praife, is not 
to confer a benefit, but to pay a tribute. We 
have always pretenfions to fame, which, in our 
own hearts, we know to be difputable, and which 
we are defirous to ftrengthen by a new fuffrage ; 
we have always hopes which we fufpefl to be fal- 
lacious, and of which we eagerly fnatch at every con-' 
firmation. 

It may, indeed, be proper to make the firft ap- 
proaches under the conduft of truth, and to fecure 
credit to future encomiums, by fuch praife as may 
be ratified by the confcience ; but the mind once 
habituated to the lufcioufnefs of eulogy, becomes, 
in a (hort time, nice and fafiidious, and, like a vi- 
tiated palate, is incefiantly calling for higher gratifi^ 
cations- 
It is fcarccly credible to what degree difcern- 
ment may be dazzled by the mifl: of pride, and 
wifdom infatuated by the intoxication of flattery; 
or how low the genius may defcend by fucceilive 
gradations of fervility, and how fwiftly it may 
fall down the precipice of falfehood. No man 
can, indeed, obferve, without indignation, on what 
names, both of ancient and modern times, the ut- 
moil exuberance of praife has been lavilhed, and 
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by what hands it has been beftowed. It has never yet 
been found, that the tyrant, the plunderer, the op- 
preffor, the moft hateful of the hateful, the moft pro- 
fligate of the profligate, have been denied any cele- 
brations which they were willing to purchafe, or that 
wickedncfs and folly have not found correfpondent 
flatterers through all their fubordinations, except 
when they have been affociated with avarice or po* 
verty, and have wanted either inclination or ability 
to hire a panegyrift. 

As there is no chara£ler fo deformed as to fright 
away from it the proftitutes of praife, there is no 
degree of encomiaftick veneration which pride has 
refufed. The emperors of Rome fuffered themfelves 
to be worfliipped in their lives with altars and facri- 
fices ; and in an age more enlightened, the terms pe« 
culiar to the praife and worfhip of the Supreme Be- 
ing, have been applied to wretches whom it was the 
reproach of humanity to number among men ; and 
whom nothing but riches or power hindered thofe that 
read or wrote their deification, from hunting into the 
toils of juftice, as difturbers of the peace of nature. 

There are, indeed, many among the poetical flat- 
terers, who muft be refigned to infamy without vin- 
dication, and whom we muft confefs to have de- 
ferted the caufe of virtue for pay : they have com- 
mitted, againft full conviftion, the crime of obli- 
terating the diftinftions between good and evil, and 
inftead of oppofing the encroachments of vice, 
have incited her progrefs, and celebrated her con- 
quefts. But there is a lower clafs of fycophants, 
whofe underftanding has not made them capable of 
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equal guilt. Every man of high rank is furrounded 
with numbers, who have no other -rule of thought of 
aflion, than his maKims, and his conduct; whom the 
honour of being numbered among his acquaintance, 
reconciles to all his vices, and all his abfurdities ; and 
who eafily perfuade themfelves to efteem him, by 
whofe regard they confider themfelves as di(tinguilhe4 
and exalted. 

It is dangerous for mean minds to venture themr 
felves within the fphere of greamefs. Stupidity i< 
foon blinded by the fplendour of wealth, and cowardr 
ice is eafily fettered in the (hackles of dependance. 
To folicit patronage, is, at leaft, in the event, to fet 
virtue to fale. None can be pleafed without praifey 
and few can be praifed without falfehood ; few can be 
afliduous without fervility, and none can be fervUc 
without corruption. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^ 



ITibi. THE RAMBLER. 215 



Numb. 105. Tuesday, March 19, 1751. 



- jimmdrum 



Impuljuy ei cacd magndque cuytdine du3u Ju\% 

Vain mam runs headlong, to caprice refign'd ; 
Impelled by padBonp and wich folly blind. 

T Was lately confidering, aimang otfccr objefts 
of fpeculation, the new attempt of an univerfal 
regijier^ an office, in which every man may lodge an 
account of his fuperfiuities and wants, of whatever he 
defires to^purchafe or fo fell. My imagination fooH 
prefented to me the latitude to which this defign may 
be extended by integrity and mduftry, and the ad- 
vantages which may be juftly hoped from a genera! 
mart of intelligence, when once its reputation fhall be 
fo cftabliflied, that neither reproach nor fraud fliali ba 
feared from it ; when an application to it (hall not be 
cchfured as the laft refource of defperation, nor its 
iaformations fufpe£led as the fortuitous fuggeftions 
of men obliged not to appear ignorant. A plac^ 
where every exuberance may be difcharged, and every 
deficiency fupplied, where every lawful pafEon may 
find its gratifications, and every honeft curiofity re- 
ceive.fatisfaftion, where the ftock of a nation, pecu- 
niary and intelledual, may be brought together, and 
where all conditions of humanity may hope to find 
relief, pleafure, and accommodation, mud equally 
deferve the attention of the merchant and philofopher, 
of him who mingles in the tumult of bufmefs, and 
hioi who only lives to amufe himfelf with the various 
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employments and purfuits of others. Nor will it be 
an uninftruding fchool to the greateft mafters of me« 
thod and difpatcht if fuch multiplicity can be pre* 
ferved from embarraflment, and fuch tumult from 
inaccuracy. 

While I was concerting this fplendid projeft, and 
filling my thoughts with its regulation, its conveni- 
encies^ its variety, and its confequences, I funk gra-> 
dually into flumber; but the fame images, though 
lefs diftind, dill continued to float upon my fancy« 
I perceived myfelf at the gate of an immenfe edifice, 
where innumerable multitudes were paf&ng without 
confufion ; every face on which I fixed my eyes, 
feemed fettled in the contemplation of fome import- 
ant purpofe, and every foot was haftened by eager- 
nefs and expedation. I followed the crowd without 
knowing whither I fhould be drawn, and remained a 
while in the unpleafing ftate of an idler, where all 
other beings were bufy, giving place every moment 
to thofe who had more importance in their looks. 
Alhamed to (land ignorant, and afraid to afk queftions, 
at laft I faw a lady fweeping by me, whom, by the 
quicknefs of her eyes, the agility of her fteps, and 
a mixture of levity and impatience, I knew to be 
my long-lov'd proteSrefs, Curiosity. ** Great 
" goddefs,** faid I, '' may thy votary be permitted 
^ to implore thy favour ; if thou haft been my di* 
<* reftrefs from the firft dawn of reafon, if I have 
** followed thee through the maze of life with inva* 
*' riable fidelity, if I have turned to every new call, 
•« and quitted at thy nod one purfuit for another, 
<^ if I ' have never flopped at the invitations of for* 
♦* twne, nor forgot thy authority in the bowers of 

<* pleafurci 
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'^ pleafure, inform me now whither chance has con- 
^« dufted me/' 

♦* Thou art now," replied the fmiling power, 
♦* in the prefence of Justice, and of Truth, whom 
*< the father of gods and men has fent down to regif* 
«^ ter the demands and pretenfions of mankind, that 
♦♦ the world may at laft be reduced to order, and that 
*• none may complain hereafter of being doomed to 
♦• talks for which they are unqualified, of, pofleiling 
♦• faculties for which they cannot find employment, 
♦* or virtues that languiih unobferved for want of op* 
♦* portunities to exert them, of being encumbered 
^ with fuperfluities which they would willingly re- 
♦* fign, or of wafting away in defires which ought 
** to be fatisfied. Justice is now to examine every 
♦* man's wiflies, and Truth is to record them j let 
♦* us approach, and obferve the progrefs of this great 
♦• tranfaftion.'' 

She then moved forward, and Truth, who knew 
her among the moft faithful of her followers, beckon- 
ed her to advance, till we were placed near the feat 
of Justice. The firft who required the affiftance of 
the office, came forward with a flow pace, and tu- 
mour of dignity, and (baking a weighty purfe in his 
hand, demanded to be regiftered by Truth, as the 
M-ffiCENAS of the prefent age, the chief encourager 
of literary merit, to whom men of learning and wit 
might apply in any exigence or diftrefs with certainty 
of fuccour. Justice very mildly inquired, whether 
he had calculated the expence of fuch a declaration ? 
whether he had been informed what number of peti- 
tioners would fwarm about him ? whether he could 
^in^uiih idlenefs and negligence from calamity, 
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oftentation from Knowledge, or vivacity from wit? 
To thefe queftions he feemed not well provided with 
a reply, but repeated his defife to be recorded as a 
patrou. Justice then offered to regifter his propofal 
on thefe conditions, that he fhould never foffer him^ 
felf to be flattered; that he fiiould never delay an 
audience when he had nothing to do; and that he 
fihopkl never encourage followers without intending 
to reward them. Thefe terms were too hard to be 
accepted ; ibr.what^ faid he, is the end of patronage, 
but the pleafure of reading dedications, holding mul- 
titudes in fufpenfe, and enjoying their hopes, their 
fears, and their anxkty, flattering them to afliduity^ 
and, at laft, difniiffing them for impatience? Justice 
heard his confeffion, and ordered his name to be pofb- 
ed upon the gate among cheats and robb»%, atfi4 
publick nuifances, which all were by that notice 
warned to avoid. 

Another required to be made known as the difeo- 
verer of a new art of education, by which languages 
and fciences might be taught to all capacities, and all 
inclinations, without fear of punifhment, pain of con* 
finement, lofs of any part of the gay mien of igno? 
ranee, or any obftru£lion of the neceffary progrefs in 
drefs, dancing, or cards. 

Justice and Truth did not trouble this grcal! 
adept with many inquiries; but finding his addrefft 
awkward and his fpeech b»-barous, ordered him t» 
be regifl:ered as a tall fellow who wanted employ-* 
ment, and might ferve in any poft where the know- 
ledge of reading and writing was not required. 

A man of a very grave and philofophick afped, re« 

quired notice to be given of hi^ intention to fet out^ 
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a certaia day, on a fubmarine voyage, and of bis ml- 
lingiiefe to take ia paffengers for no more than dovUc 
the price at which they m^ht iail above water, (ii$ 
defire was granted, md ,he retired to a convenient 
fiaod, in expeftation of filling his fhip, and growtog 
rich in a (hort time by the fecrecy, iafety, and expedB^ 
tbn of the pafTage. 

Another de&red lo adveitife the curious, that be 
bad) for the advancement of true knowledge, coa- 
trived an optical inflruaoent, by which tfaofe who Isud 
put their induftry on memorials of the changes of th^ 
vrind, might obferve the direction of the weather- 
cocks oa the hitherfide of the lunar world. 

Another wifhed to be known as the author of an 
bvention, by which cities or kingdoms, migkt be 
made warjn Jn winter by a fingle fire, a kettle, and 
pipe. Another had a vehicle by which a man. might 
bid defiance to floods , and continue floating in^ an 
inundation, without any inconvenience^ titt the wa- 
ter ibould fubfide. Justice confidered thefe pro. 
jeds as of no in^ortanqe bpt to* their authors, aqd 
therefore fcarcely condefcended to examine them; 
but Truth refufed to admit them into the regifter. 

Twenty different pretenders came in one hour to 
give notice of an univerfal medicine, by which all 
difeafes might be cured or prevented, and life pro- 
trafted beyond the age of Nestor, But Justice 
informed them, that one univerfal medicine was fuf- 
ficient, and flie would delay the notification till (he 
faw who could longeft preferve his own life. 

A thoufand other claims and offers were exhibited 
and examined. I remarked, among this mighty 
multitude, that, of intelleSual advantages, many 

had 
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had great exuberance, and few confefled any want; 
of every art there were a hundred profeflbrs for a 
fingle pupil ; but of other attainments, fuch as riches, 
honours, and preferments, I found none that had too 
much, but thoufands and ten thoufands that thought 
themfelves entitled to a larger dividend. 

It often happened, that all mifers, and women» 
married at the clofe of life, advertifed their want of 
children ; nor was it uncommon for thofe who had a 
numerous offspring, to give notice of a fon or daugh- 
ter to be fpared ; but though appearances promifed 
well on both fides, the bargain feldom fucceeded; 
for they foon loft their inclination to adopted child* 
ten, and proclaimed their intentions to promote 
fome fcheme of publick charity : a thoufand propofaU 
were immediately made, among which they hefitated 
till death precluded the decifion. 

As I ftood looking on this fcene of confufion, 
Truth condefcended to aik me, what was my bu& 
nefs at her office? I was ftruck with the unezpeded 
queflion, and awaked by my efforts to anfwer it/ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



^io6. THE RAMBLER. asi 



Numb. 106. Saturday, March 23, lys^* 

Oplmottttm commtttta delci dUs^ natursjudkia cdnfirmat* Cf C. 

Tinst obliterates the fidions of opmioliy and confirms tkc de- 
cifions of nature* 

T T is neceflary to the fuccefs of flattery, that it be 
^ accommodated to particular circumftances or 
cbaraflers, and enter the heart on that fide where the 
pailions (land ready to receive it. A lady feldoni 
liftens with attention to any praife but that of her 
beauty; a merchant always expe£ts to hear of his 
mfluence at the bank, his importance on the ex- 
change, the height of his credit, and the extent of 
his traffick : and the author will fcarcely be pleafed 
without lamentations of the negled of learning, the 
confpiracies againft genius, and the flow progrefs of 
merit, or fome praifes of the magnanimity of thofe 
who encounter poverty and contempt in the caufe of 
knowledge, and truft for the reward of their labours 
to the judgment and gratitude of pofterity. 

An aflurance of unfading laurels, and immortal 
reputation, is the fettled reciprocation of civility be- 
tween amicable writers. To raife monuments more 
durable than brafsy and more confpicuous than pyramids^ 
has been long the common boaft of literature } but 
among the innumerable archite£ts that tttCi columns 
to themfelves, far the greater part, either for want of 
durable materials, or of art to difpofe them, fee their 
edifices perifh as they are towering to completion, 

2 and 
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and thofe few that for a while attrad the eye of man^ 
kind, are generally weak in the foundation, and foon 
fink by the faps of time. 

No place affords a more ftriking conviftion of the 
vanity of human hopes, than a publick library ; for 
who can fee the wall crowded on every fide by mighty 
volumes, the worlu x>f laborious meditation, and ac« 
curate inquiry, now fcarcely known but by the cata- 
logue, and preferved only to increafe the pomp of 
learning, without confidering how many hours haw 
been wafted in vain endeavours, how often imaguia* 
tion has anticipated the praifes of futurity, •how many 
ftatues have rifen to the eye of vanity, how many 
ideal converts have elevated zeal, how often wit has 
exulted in the eternal infamy of his antagonifts, and 
dogmatifm has delighted in the gradual advances of 
his authority, the immutability of his decrees, and 
the perpetuity of his power ? 



^Non unquam dedit 



Documenta firs majora^ qiihmfragili loco 
Siarent fuperbi* 

Infulting chance ne'er callM with louder voicei 
On fwelling mortals to be proud no more. 

Of the innumerable authors whofe performances 
are thus treafured up in magnificent obfcurity, rooft 
are forgotten, becaufe they never deferved to be re- 
membered, and owed the honours which they once 
obtained, not to judgment or to genius, to labour or 
to art, but to the prejudice of faftion, the ftratagem 
of intrigue, or the fervility of adulation. 

Nothing • 
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Nothiog is more oommoh than to find men whofe 
works are now totally* negle&ed, mentioned with 
praifes by their contemporaries, as the oracles of 
their age, and th^ legiilators of fcience. Curiofity 
tt naturally excited» their volumes after long inquiry 
are found* but feldom reward the labour of the fearch* 
Every period of time has produced thefis bubbles of 
artificial fame, which are kept, up a while by the 
breath of fafliion, and then break at once, and are 
annihilated. The learned often bewail the lofs of 
ancient writers whole characters have furvived their 
works; but, perhaps, if we could now retrieve them, 
we fliould find them only the Granvillesy Montagues^ 
Stepneys^ and Sheffields of their time, and wonder by 
what infatuation or caprice they could be raifed to 
notice. 

It cannot, however, be denied, that many have 
funk into oblivion, whom it were unjuft to number 
with this defpicable clafs. Various kinds of literary 
fam^ feem defined to various meafures of duration* 
Som^ fpread into exuberance with .a very fpeedy 
growth, but foon wither and decay ; fome rife more 
flowly, but laft long. FarnaffUs has its flowers of 
tranfient fragrance, as well as its oaks of towering 
height, and its laurels of eternal verdure. 

Among thofe whofe reputation is exhaufted in a 
ihort time by its own luxuriance, are the writers who 
take advantage of prefent incidents or charafters 
which ftrongly intereft the paffions, and engage uni- 
verfal attention. It is not difficult to obtain readers, 
when we difcufs a queftlcn which every dne is defirous 
to underftand, which' is debated* in every affembly, 
and ' has divided the nation into parties ; or when 
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tve difplay the faults or Tirtues of him whofe publick 
condud has made afanoft erery man his enemy or 
his friend. To the quick circulation of fudi pfo- 
dudions all the motives of intereft and vanity con- 
cur; the difputant enlarges his knowledge, the zealot 
animates his paffion, and every man is defirous to 
inform himfelf concerning affairs fo vehemently agi- 
tated and varioufly reprefented* 

It is fcarcely to be imagined, through hdw many 
fubordinations of intereft the ardour of party is dif 
fured ; and what multitudes fancy themfelves afieded 
by every fatire or panegyrick on a nuin of eminence* 
Whoever has, at any time, taken occafion to men- 
tion him with praife or blame, whoever happens to 
love or hate any of his adherents, as he wifhes to 
confirm his opinion, and to ftrengthen his party, 
will diligently perufe every paper from which he can 
hope for fentiments like his own. An objeft, how* 
ever fmall in itfelf, if placed near to the eye, will 
cngrors all the rays of light j and a tranfaftion, how- 
ever trivial, fwells into importance when it prefles 
immediately on our attention. He that fliall perufe 
the political pamphlets of any paft reign, will wonder 
why they were fo eagerly read, or fo loudly praifed. 
Many of the performances which had power to in- 
fiame fadions, and fill a kingdom with confufion, 
have now very little effeft upon a frigid critick ; and 
the time is coming, when the compofitions of later 
hirelings fhall lie equally defpifed. In proportion 
as thofe who write on temporary fubjefts, are exalted 
above their merit at firft, they are afterwards de- 
preffed below it j nor can the brighteft elegance of 
di£Uon, or mofl artful fubtilty of reafoning, hope 
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£> much efteem from thofe whofe regard is no longer 
quickened by curiofity or pride. 

It is, indeed, the fate of controvertifts, even when 
they contend for philofophical or theological truth, 
to be foon laid afide and flighted* Either the quedion 
is decided, and there is no more place for doubt and 
oppoikion, or mankind defpair of underRanding it, 
and grow weary of difturbance, content themfelves 
with quiet ignorance, and refufe to be harafled with 
labours which they have no hopes of rccompenfing 
with knowledge. 

The authors of new difcoveries may furely expe£l 
to be reckoned among thofe, whofe writings are 
fecure of veneration : yet it often happens that tha 
general reception of a dodlrine obfcures the books 
in which it was delivered. When any tenet is gene- 
rally received and adopted as an incontrovertible 
principle, we feldom look back to the arguments 
upon which it was firil edabliihed, or can bear that 
tedioufnefs of deduction, and multiplicity of evi- 
dence, by which its author was forced to reconcile 
it to prejudice, and fortify it in the weaknefs of 
novelty againft obftinacy and envy. 

It is well known how much of our pbilofophy is 
derived from Boyle's difcovery of the qualities of th« 
air ^ yet of thofe who now adopt or enlarge his theo- 
ry, very few have read the detail of his experiments. 
His name is, indeed, reverenced } but his works are 
neglefted} we are contented to know, that he con- 
quered his opponents, without inquiring what cavils 
were produced againft him, or by what proofs they 
were confuted. 

Vol. V. Q^ Some 
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Some writers apply themfelves to (ludies boundlefif 
and inexhauftible, as experiments in natural philo^ 
fophy. Thefe are always lad in fucceffive compila- 
tions, as new advances are made, and former ob« 
fervations become more familiar. Others fpend 
their lives in remarks on language, or explanations 
of antiquities, and only afford materials for lexico« 
graphers and commentators, who are themfelves 
overwhelmed by fubfequent coUedors, that equally 
deftroy the memory of their predeceflbrs by amplifi- 
cation, tranfpofition, or contraftion. Every new 
fyftem of nature gives birth to a fwarm of expofitors, 
whofe bufmefs is to explain and illuftrate it, and who 
can hope to cxift no longer than the founder of their 
fed preferves his reputation. 

There are, indeed, few kinds of compofition from 
which an author, however learned or ingenious, can 
hope a long continuance of fsune^ He who has care- 
fully ftudied human nature, and can well defcribe it, 
may with moft reafon flatter his ambition. Bacon^ 
among all his pretenfions to the regard of pofterrty, 
feems to have pleafed himfelf chiefly with his Eflays, 
which come home to fiien^s biifinefs and bofomsy and of 
which, therefore, he declares his cxpeftation, that . 
they will live as long as books laji. It may, however, 
fatisfy an honeft and benevolent mind to have been 
ufeful, though lefs conrpicuous; nor will he that 
extends his hope to higher rewards, be fo much 
anxious to obtain praife, as to difcharge the duty 
which Providence afligns him- 
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Numb. 107. Tuesday, March 26, ijsu 

Aherms tgitur cotUenJere verfihus anibo 

Cmptre: ahemos mufamefhint/fe ^olebanU Vuc. 

On them^ alternate iiow the fwains recite \ 

The mufes in alternate themes delight. Elphinston. 

A MONG the various cenfures, Which the un- 
•*^ avoidable coraparifon of my performances with 
thofe 6i my predeceffors has produced, there is none 
more general than that of uniformity. Many of my 
readers remark the want of thofe changes of colours, 
which formerly fed the attention with unexhaufted 
novelty, and of that intermixture of fubjefts, or 
alternation of manner, by which other writers relieved 
wearinefs, and awakened expectation. 

I have, indeed, hitherto avoided the practice of 
uniting gay and folemn fubjefts in the fame paper, 
becaufe it feems abfurd for an author to counterarf 
himfelf, to prefs at once with equal force upon both 
parts of the intelleftual balance, or give medicines, 
which, like the double poifon of 2)ry^if;z, deftroythe 
force of one another. I have endeavoured fometimes 
to divert, and fometimes to elevate j but have ima- 
gined it an ufelefs attempt to dlfturb merriment by 
folemnity, or interrupt ferioufnefs by drollery. Yet 
I (hall this day publifh two letters of very different 
tendency, which I hope, like tragi-comedy, may 
chance to pleafe even when they are not altically 
approved. 

9j2 Tq 
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To the RAMBLER. 
Dear Sir, 
TP H O U G H, as my mamma tells me, I am too 
young to talk at the table, I have great plea- 
fure in liftening to the converfation of learned men, 
cfpecially when they difcourfe of things which I do 
not underftand ; and have, therefore, been of late 
particularly delighted with many difputes about the 
alteration of thejiile^ which, they fay, is to be made 
by aft of parliament. 

One day when my mamma was gone out of the 
room, I afked a very great fcholar what the ftile was ? 
He told me, he was afraid I (hould hardly under- 
ftand him when he informed me, that it was the 
ftated and eftabliihed method of computing time. 
It was not, indeed, likely that I fhould underftand 
him ; for I never yet knew time computed m my 
life, nor can imagine why we fliould be at fo much 
trouble to count what we cannot keep. He did not 
tell me whether we are to count the time paft, or 
the time to come ; but I have confidered them both 
by myfelf, and thin|c it as foolifli to count time that 
is gone, as money that is fpent ; and as for the time 
which is to come, it only feems farther off by count- 
ing ; and therefore, when any pleafure is promifed me, 
I always think of the time as little as 1 can. 

I have fince liftened very attentively to every one 
that talked upon this fubjeft, of whom the greater part 
feem not to underftand it better than myfelf; for 
though they often hint how much the nation has 
been miftaken, and rejoice that we are at laft grow- 
ing wifer than our anccftors, I have never been 
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able to difcover horn them, that any body has died 
fooner or been married hter for counting time 
wrong ; and, therefore, I began to fancy that there 
was a great buftle with little conrequence* 

At laft^ two friends of my papa, Mr. Cy^Uj and 
Mr. Starligbty beings it feems, both of high learn* 
ingy and able to make an almanack, began to talk 
about the new ftile. Sweet Mr. Starlight ^l am 
fure I (hall love bis name as long as I live ; for he 
told Cyile roundly, with a fierce look> that we fhould 
never be right without a year 0/ c$nfufi(m. Dear 
Mr. Rambler, did you ever hear any thing fo 
charming ? a whole year of confufion \ When there 
has been a rout at mamma's, I have thought one night 
of confufion worth a tboufand nights of reft ; and if 
I can but fee a year of confiifion, a whole year, of 
cards in one room, and dancings in another, here a 
feaft, and there a mafquerade, and plays, and coaches, 
and hurries, and meifages, and milliners, and raps at 
the door, and vifits, and froUcks, and new fafhions, 
I fhall not care what they do with the reft of the 
time, nor whether they count it by the old ftile or 
the new ; for I am refolved to break loofe from the 
nurfery in the tumult, and play my part among the 
reft } and it will be ftrange if I cannot get a hufband 
and a chariot in the year of confufion. 

Cycle^ who is neither fo young nor fo handfome as 
Starlight^ very gravely mainuined, that all the per* 
plexity may be avoided by leaping over eleven days 
in the reckoning; and indeed, if it fhould come 
only to this, I think the new ftile is a delightful 
lS)ing ; for my mamma fays I &all go to court when 
i am fixteen, and if they can but contrive often to 

C^3 leap 
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leap over eleven days together, the months of re- 
flraint will foon be at an end. It is ftrange» that 
with all the plots that have been laid againft time, 
they could never kill it by a& of parliament before. 
Dear Sir, if you have any vote or intereft, get them 
but for once to deftroy eleven months, and then I 
ihall be as old as fome married ladies. But this is 
defired only if you think they will not comply with 
Mr. Starlight^s fcheme ; for nothing furely could 
pleafe me like a year of confufion, when I (hall no 
longer be fixed this hoiir to my pen and the next to 
my needle, or wait at home for the dancing-mafler 
one day, and the next for the mufick-mafter, but run 
from ball to ball, and from drum to drum ; andfpend 
all my time without talks, and without account, and 
go out without telling whither, and come home withy 
out regard to prefcribed hours, or family^rule^* 

lam, SIR, 

Tour humble Servant, 

ProperantUi 

Mr. Rambler, 

T Was feized this morning with an unufual pent 
^ fivenefs, and finding that books only ferved to 
heighten it, took a ramble into the fields, in hopes 
of relief and invigoration from the keennefs of the 
air and brightnefs of the fun. 

As I wandered wrapped up in thought, my eyes 
were ftruck with the hofpital for the reception of 
deferted infants, which I furveyed with plealure, till 
by a natural train of fentiment, I began to refled 
on the fate of the mothers. For to wh^t flielter can 
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they fly ? Only to the arms of their betrayer, which 
perhaps are now no longer open to receive them j 
and then how quick muft be the tranfition from de- 
luded virtue to (hanielefs guilt, and from Ihameiefs 
guilt to hopelefs wretchednefs ? 

The anguifh that I felt, left me no reft till I had, 
by your means, addrefled myfelf to the publick on 
behalf of tbofe* forlorn creatures, the women of the 
town ; whofe mifery here might fatisfy the mod ri-i 
gorous cenfor, and whofe participation of our com- 
mon nature might furely induce us to endeavour, at 
Icaft, their prefervation from eternal punifhment. 

Thefe were all once, if not virtuous, at leaft in- 
nocent; and might flill have continued blamelefs 
and eafy, but for the arts and infinuations of thofe 
whofe rank, fortune, or education, furnifhed them 
with means to corrupt or to delude them. Let the 
libertine reflet a moment on the fituation of that 
woman, who, being forfaken by her betrayer, is re- 
duced to the neceffity of turning proftitute for bread, 
^d judg/s of the enormity of his guilt by the evils 
which it produces. 

It cannot be doubted but that numbers follow this 
dreadful courfe of life, with fhame, horrour, and re- 
gret; but where can they hope for refuge? " The world 
is not their friend^ nor the world's law.*^ Their fighs 
and tears, and groans, are criminal in the eye of their 
tyrants, the bully and the bawd, who fatten on their 
mifery, and threaten them with want or a gaol, if they 
flie\i|r the leaft defign of efcaping from their bondage. 

*^ To wipe all tears from off all faces,'* is a ta(k 
too hard for mortals ; but to alleviate misfortunes is 
often within the moft limited power : yet the oppor- 
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tunities which every day affords of relievhig the moft 
wretched of human beings af e overlooked and ne* 
glefted, with equal difregard of policy and goodneis* 

There are places, indeed, fet apart, to which thefe 
unhappy creatures may refort, when the difeafes of in» 
continence feize upon them ; but if they obtain a cure, 
to what are they reduced ? Either to return with the 
foiall remains of beauty to th^ former guilt, or pe* 
irifii in the ftreets with nakednefs and hunger. 

How frequently have the gay and thoughtlefs, in 
their evening frolicks, feen a band of thefe miferable 
females, covered with rags, (hivering with cold, and 
pining with hunger ; and, without either pitying their 
calamities, or refiefting upon the cruelty of thofe 
who perhaps firft feduced them by carefles of fond* 
nefs, or magnificence of promifes, go on to reduee 
others to the fame wretchednefs by the fame means ^ 

To flop the increafe of this deplorable multitude, 
is undoubtedly the firft and moft prefling confider* 
ation. To prevent evil is the great end of govern- 
ment, the end for which vigilance and feverity are> 
properly employed. But furely thofe whom jMiffion 
or intereft have ab-eady depraved, have fome claim, 
to compaifion, from beings equally frail and fallible 
with themfelves. Nor will they long groan in their 
prefent afflidions, if none were to refiife them relid^ 
but thofe that owe their exemption from the famor 
4iftrefs only to their wifdom and their virtue* 

lam, ^c. 

Amicus, 
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Numb. io8. Saturday, March 30, 1751* 

Sapere auAj 
Imifi. VivmS reSi qui prordgttt laram^ 
Rijllkui ixpcSat dum deflu0i amnU: ai iUt 
JLaikurf i*f labeiur in onme ^ubilis svum* fiot* 

Begin, he hcMf and Tenture to be wife ; 

He who defers hit< work from day to dxj, 

Does on a riTer's bank expe€king ftay. 

Till the whole dream, which ftopp'd him, (honld be goae. 

That runs, and as it runs, for ever will run on. 

Covtsr. 

AN ancient poet, unreafonably difcontented at 
the prefent (late of things, which his fyftem of 
epinions obliged him to reprefent in its \rorft form, 
has obferved of the earth, " that its greater part is 
• covered by the uninhabitable ocean ; that of the 
*• reft fome is encumbered with naked mountains, 
<^ and fome loft under barren fands ; fome fcorched 
•• with unintermitted heat, and fome petrified with 
** perpetual froft ; fo that only a few regions remam 
** for the produftion of fruits, the pafturc of cattle, 
•* and the accommodation of man.*' 

The fame obfervation may be transferred to the 
time allotted us in our prefent ftate. When we have 
deducted all that is abforbed in fleep, all that is ine- 
vitably appropriated to the demands of nature, or 
irrcfiftibly engrofled by the tyranny of cuftom ; all 
that paffcs in regulating the fuperficial decorations 
of Ufc, or is given up in the reciprocations of civi. 

lity 
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Hty to the difpofal of others ; all that is torn from 
us by the violence of difeafe, or ftolen imperceptibly 
away by latitude and languor; we (hall find that 
part of our duration very fmall of which we can 
truly call ouifelves mafters, or which we can fpend 
wholly at our own choice. Many of our hours are 
loft in a rotation of petty cares, in a conftant recur- 
rence of the fame employments ; many of our pro* 
vifions for eafe or happinefs are always exhaufted by 
\ the prefent day ; and a great part of our exiflence 
\ ferves no other purpofe, than that of enabling us to 
enjoy the reft. 

Of the few moments which are left in our dif- 
pofal, it may reafonably be expeded, that we (hould 
be fo frugal, as to let none of them flip from us 
without fome equivalent; and perhaps it might be 
found, that as the earth, however ftraitened by rocks 
and waters, is capable of producing more than all 
its inhabitants are able to confume, our lives, though 
much contracted by incidental diftra^^ion, would yet 
, • afford us a large fpace vacant to the exercife of rea- 
CC fon and virtue ; that we want not time, but diligence, 
for great performances ; and that we fquander much 
of our allowance, even while we think it fparing and 
infufficient. 

This natural and necelTary comminution of our 
lives, perhaps, often makes us infenlible of the ne- 
gligence with which we fuffer them to Aide away. 
We never confider ourfelves as poffeffed at once of 
time fufficient for any great defign, and therefore 
indulge ourfelves in fortuitous amufements. We 
think it unnecelTary to take an account of a few fu- 
pemumerary moments, which, however employed, 
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could have produced little advantage, and whicU 
were expofed to a thoufand chances of difturbwcQ 
wd interruption. 

It is obfervable, that either by nature or by habit, 1 
our faculties are fitted to images of a certain extent, 
to which we adjuft great things by divifion, and little 
things by ^iccumulation. Of extenfive furfaces we 
can only take a furvey, as the parts fucceed one an^ 
other ; and atoms we cannot perceive till they are 
united into mafTes. Thus we break the vafl: periods 
of time into centuries and years ; and thus, if we 
would know the amount of moments, we mufl ag- ; 
glomerate them into days and weeks. 

The proverbial oracles of our parfimonious an* 
ceftors have informed us, that the fatal wafte of for- 
tune is by fmall expences, by the profufion of fums too 
tittle fmgly to alarm our caution, and which we never 
fuflfer ourfelves to confider together. Of the fame 
kind is the prodigality of life ; he that hopes to look 
back hereafter with fatisfaftion upon pad years, mud \ 
learn to know the prefent value of fingle minutes, 
and endeavour to let no particle of time fall ufele& . 
to the ground. 

It is ufual for thofe who are advifed to the attsun^r 
ment of any new qualification, to look upon them-* 
felves as required to change the general courfe of 
their conduct, to difmifs bufinefs, and exclude plea« 
fure, and to devote their days and nights to a parti* 
fcular attention. But all common degrees of excel- 
lence are attainable at a lower price ; he that ihould 
fteadily and refolutely affign to any fcience or Ian- 
jguage thofe interftitial vacancies which intervene in 
)he molt crowded variety of div^rilon or employ-. 

ment, 
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mcnt, would find eretj day new irradiatiofis of 
knowledge, and difcover bow much more i% to be 
hoped from frequency and perfeverance, than from 
violent efforts and fndden defires ; efforts which are 
foon remitted when they encounter difficulty, and 
defires, which, if they are indulged too often, will 
ftake off the authority of reafon, and range capri* 
cioufly from one objeft to another. 

The difpofition to defer every important defign to 
a time of leifure, and a ftate of fettled uniformity, 
proceeds generally from a falfe eftimate of the human 
powers. If we except thofe gigantick and ftupei^. 
dous intelligences who are faid to grafp a fyftem by 
intuition, and bound forward from one ferics of con- 
clufions to another, without regular fteps through 
intermediate propofitions, the moft fuccefsful ftu- 
dents make their advances in knowledge by fliort 
iights, between each of which the mind may lie at 
reft. For every fingle a£l of progreffion a Ihort time 
is fufficient ; and it is only neceffary, that whenever 
that time is afforded, it be well employed. 

Few minds will be long confined to fevere and la- 
borious meditation ; and when a fuccefsful attack on 
knowledge has been made, the ftudent recreates him- 
felf with the contemplation of his conqueft, and for- 
bears another incurfion, till the new-acquired truth 
faa& become familiar, and his curiofity calb upon him 
for frefli gradfications. Whether the time of inter- 
miifion is fpent in company, or in folitude, in neceflary 
buimefs, or in, voluntary levities, the underftanding 
is equally abftra£ted from the objed of inquiry } but 
perhaps, if it be detained by occupations leis plea- 
iing, it returns again to ftudy with greater alacrity, 
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dian vthta it is glutted with ideal pleafures, and fur- 
feited with intemperance of application. He that 
will not fuffer himfelf to be difcouraged by fancied 
tmpoffibilfties, may fometimes find his abilities invi- 
gorated by the necef&ty of exerting them in (hort in- 
tervals, as the force of a current is increafed by the 
contr^ion of its channel. 

From fome caufe like this, it has probably pro- ^ 
ceeded, that among thofe who have contributed to 
the advancement of learning, may have rifen to 
eminence in oppofition to all the obdacles which 
external circumftances could place in their way, 
amidfl: the tumult of bufmefs, the diftreffes of po- 
verty, or the diilipations of a wandering and un- 
fettled ftate. A great part of the life of Era/mus \ 
was one continual peregrination ; ill fupplied with 
the gifts of fortune, and led from city to city, 
and from kingdom to kingdom, by the hopes of 
patrons and preferment, hopes which always flat- 
tered and always deceived him ; he yet found means, 
by unfliaken conftancy, and a vigilant improve- 
ment of thofe hours, which, in the midft of the 
mod reftlefs aftivity, will remain unengaged, to 
write more than another in the fame condition 
would have hoped to read. Compelled by want 
to attendance and folicitation, and fo much verfed 
in common life, that he has tranfmitted to us the 
moft perfeft delineation of the manners of his age, 
he joined to his knowledge of the world, fuch ap- 
plication to books, that he will ftand for ever in 
the firft rank of literary heroes. How this pro- 
ficiency was obtained he fufficiently difcovers, by 
informing us, that the Prai/e of Folly^ one of his 

moft 
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mod celebrated performances was compofed by 
him on the road to haly; ne tatum illud iempus 
quo equo ftdt irifidendumy illiteratis fabtdis terreretur^ 
left the hours which he was obliged to fpend on 
horfeback fliould be tattled away without regard to 
literature. 

An Italian philofopher exprefled in his motto, that 
time was his ejiate ; an eftate indeed, which will pro* 
duce nothing without cultivation, but will always 
abundantly repay the labours of induftry, and fa* 
tisfy the moft extenfive defires, if no part of it be 
fuffered to lie wafte by negligence ; to be over-run 
with noxious plants, or laid out for fhew rather thaa 
for ufe. 
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KuMB. lOQ, Tuesday, April 2^ ^75^- 

Gratum eji^ quodpatrla civem fopuloque dedtftif 
Ssfac/s-, ut patrUJit idoneusf utilit agrUf 
UtUss et heUorumy et paeii rehus agents. 
Plunmumenimintereritj qmbus artibuSt et qmhu hunc tu 
Morihus inflUuas* Jul'* 

Grateful the gift ! a member to the ftate. 

If you that member ufeful (hall create ; 

Train'd both to war, and when the war (hall ceafe^ 

As fond, as fit t'improve the arts of peace. 

For much it boots which way you train your boy. 

The hopeful obje6l of your future joy. Elphivstok. 

To the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

'T^ HOUGH you feem to have taken a view 
'^ fufficiently extenfive of the miferies of life, and 
have employed much of your fpeculation on mourn* 
ful fubjefts, you have not yet exhaufted the whole 
flock of human infelicity. There is ftill a fpecies of 
wretchednefs which efcapes your obfervation, though 
it might fupply you with many fage remarks, and 
falutary cautions. 

I cannot but imagine the ilart of attention 
awakened by this welcome hint ; and at this inftant 
fee the Rambler fnufEng his candle, rubbing his 
fpedacles, ftirring his fire, locking out interruption, 
and fettling himfelf in his eafy chair, that he may en- 
joy a new calamity without difturbance. For, whe- 
ther it be that continued ficknefs or misfortune has 
2 acquainted 
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acquainted you only with the bittemefs of being ; or 
that ypu imagine none but yourfelf able to difcover 
what I fuppofe has been feen and felt by all the inha- 
bitants of the world : whether you intend your 
writings as antidotal to the levity and merriment 
with which your rivals endeavour to attraft the fa- 
vour of the publick; or fancy that you have fome 
particular powers of dolorous declamation, and war-^ 
kle out your groans with uncommon elegance or ener- 
gy ; It is certain, that whatever be your fubjeft, me- 
lancholy for the moft part burfts in upon your fpecu- 
lation, your gaiety is quickly overcaft, and though 
your readers may be flattered with hopes of plea- 
fantry, they are feldom diftniffed but with heavy 
hearts. 

That I may therefore gratify you with an imita- 
tion of your own fyllables of fadnefs, I will inform 
you that I was condemned by fome difaftrous influ- 
ence to be an only fon, born to the apparent profpeft 
of a large fortune, and allotted to my parents at that 
lime of life when fatiety of common diverfions allows 
the mind to indulge parental affeftion with greater 
intenfenefs. My birth was celebrated by the tenants 
with feafts, and dances, and bagpipes : congratula- 
tions were fent from every family within ten miles 
round ; knd my parents difcovercd in my firft cries 
fuch tokens of future virtue and underftanding, that 
they declared themfelves determined to devote the re- 
maining part of life to my happinefs and the increafc 
of their eftaie. 

The abilities of my father and mother were not 
perceptibly unequal, and education had given nei- 
ther much advantage over the other. They had both 

kept 
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kept good company, rattled in chariots, glittered 
in playhottfes, and danced at court, and were both 
expert in the games that were in their time called in 
as auxiliaries againft the intrufion of thought. 

When there is fuch a parity between two perfons 
alTociated for life, the dejeftion which the hufband^ 
if he be not completely ftupid, mud always fuffer for 
want of fuperiority, finks him to fubmiflivenefs. My 
mamma therefore governed the family without con- 
trol; and except that my father ftill retained foma 
authority in the (tables, and now and then, after a fu« 
pernumerary bottle, broke a looking-glafs or chma 
difh to prove his fovereignty, the whole courfeof the 
year was regulated by her diredion, the fervants re^ 
ceived from her all their orders, and the tenants wera 
continued or difmifled at her diferetion« 

She therefore thought berfelf entitled to the fuper« 
intendance of her fon's education ; and when my far- 
ther, at the inftigation of the parfon, faintly pro« 
pofed that I fhould be fent to fchobi, very podtively 
told him, that fhe would not fuffer fo fine a child id 
be ruined ; that Ihe never knew any boys at a gram^ 
mar-fchool that could come into a. room without 
blttfliing, or fit at the table without fom^ awkward 
uneafinefs ; that they were always putting thenifeivei 
into danger by boifterous plays, or vitiating their be* 
haviour with mean company ; and that, for her part, 
ihe would rather follow me to the grave, than fet 
me tear my clothes, and hang down my head, atld 
fneak about with dirty (hoes and blotted fingers, my 
hair unpowdered, and my hat uncocked. 

My father, who had no other end in his propofal 
than to appear wife and manly, foon acquiefced^ 

Vol. V. R fince 
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fince I was not to live by my learning ; for indeed hct 
had known very few (Indents that had not fome ftifiheb 
in their manner. They therefore agreed, that a do-i 
meftick tutor (hoold.be procured, and hired an hone(^ 
gentleman of mean converfation and narrow fenti- 
ments, but whom, having pafled the common form^ 
of literary education, they implicitly concluded 
qualified to teach all that was to be learned from a 
fcholar. He thought himfelf Efficiently exalted by 
bemg placed at the fame table with his pupil, and 
had no other view than to perpetuate his felicity by 
the utmoft flexibility of fubmiffion to ali my mo- 
ther's opinions and caprices. He frequently took 
away my book, left I (hould mope with too much 
applicati<»t charged me never to write without turn* 
ing up my ruflks, and generally bruflied my coat be-« 
fore he d^Tmiired me into the parlour. 

He had no oceafion to complain of too burden^ 
tome an employment ; for my mother very judicioufly 
confidered, that I was not likely to grow politer in 
)iis company, and fuffered me not to pafs any more 
time in his apartment than my leflbn required. When 
I was fummoned to my talk, (he enjoined me not to 
get any of my tutor's ways, who was feMom men* 
tioned before me but for practices to be av^ded. I 
was every moment admoniflied not to lean on my 
chair, crois my legs, or fwing my hands like my tu« 
tor ; and once my mother very feriouily deliberated 
upon his total difmiflion, becaufe I began, ihe (aid, to 
learn his manner of flicking on my hat, and had hi» 
bend in my fhoulders, and his totter in my gait. 

Such, however, was her care, that I efcaped all 

thefe depravities i and when I was only twelve years 

I pld. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



H'log. THE RAMBLER. 343 

old, had rid myfelf of every appearance of childiih 
diffidence. I was celebrated round the country for 
the petulance of my remarks, and the quicknefs of 
my replies ; and many a fcholar, five years older thaa 
myfelf, have I daflied into confuiion by the fteadinefs 
of my countenance, filenced by my readinefs of re- 
partee, and tortured with envy by the addrefs with 
which I picked up a fan, prefented a fiiufif^box^ or 
received an empty tea-cup. 

At fourteen I was completely (killed in all the 
niceties of drefs, and I could not only enumerate all 
the variety of filks, and diftinguiih the produd of a 
French loom, but dart my eye through a numerous 
company, and obferve every deviation from the 
i;eigning mode. I was univerfally Ikilful in all the 
changes of expenfive finery; but as every one, they 
' lay, has fomething to which he is particularly born» 
was eminently knowing in BruffeU lace. 

The next year faw me advanced to the truft and 
power of adjuring the ceremonial of an aifembly* 
All received their partners from my hand> and to me 
every ftranger applied for introdudion. My heart 
now difdained the inftruftions of a tutor, who was 
rewarded with a fmall annuity for life, and left me 
qualified, in my own opinion, to govern myfelf. 

In a fhort time I came to London^ and as my fa- ' 
ther was well known among the higher clafles of life^ 
foon obtained admiffion to the mofl: fplendid aflem- 
blies and moft crowded card-tables. Here I found 
myfelf univerfally carefled and applauded : the la* 
dies praifed the fancy of my clothes, the beauty of 
my form, and the foftnefs of my voice; endeavoured 
in every place to force themfelves to my notice ; and 
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invited by a thoufaad oblique folidtations my at- 
tendance to the playhoufe, and my falutatkxu in the 
park. I was now happy to the utmoft extent of mj 
conception ; I pafled every morning in drefs, every 
afternoon in vifits, and every night in fome feleft af- 
femblies, where neither care nor knowledge were fuf- 
fered to moleft us. 

* After a few years, however, thefe delights became 
familiar, and I had leifure to look round me with 
more attention. I then found that my flatterers had 
very little power to relieve the languor of fatiety, or 
recreate wearinefs, by varied amufement ; and there- 
fore endeavoured to enlarge the fphere of my pka- 
fures, and to try what fatisfafHon might be found in 
the fociety of men. I will not deny the mortificadoa 
with which I perceived, that every man whofe name I 
had heard mentioned with refpeft, received me with 
a kind of tendemefs, nearly bordering on compaffion;; 
and that thofe whofe reputation was not well efta- 
blifhed, thought it neceflary to juftify their under* 
Handings, by treating me with contempt. One of 
thefe witlings elevated his creft, by afking me in a 
full coffee-houfe the price of patches ; and another 
whifpered that he wondered why mifs Frijk^ did, not 
keep me that afternoon to watch her fquirrel. 

When I found myfelf thus haunted from all'maf^ 
culine converfation by thofe who were themfelves 
barely admitted, I returned to the ladies, and refolved^ 
to dedicate my life to their fervice and their pleafure*. 
But I find that I have now loft my charms. Of thofe 
with whom I entered the gay world, fome are mar- 
ried, fome have retired, and fome have fo much 
changed their opinion, that they fcarcely pay any 
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regard to my civilities, if there is any other man in 
the place. The new flight of beauties to whom I 
have made my addrefles, fuffer me to pay the treat, 
and then titter with boys. So that I now find my- 
felf welcome only to a few grave ladies, who, unac- 
quainted with all that gives either nfe or dignity to 
life, are content to pafs their hours between their bed 
and their cards, without elleem from the old, or re- 
verence from the young* 

I cannot but think, Mr. Rambler, that I have 
reafon to complain; for furely the females ought 
to pay fome regard to the age of him whofe youth 
was pafled in endeavours to pleafe them. They that 
encourage folly in the boy, have no right to punilh 
it in the man. Yet I find, that though they lavi& 
their firfl: fondnefs upon pertnefs and gaiety, they 
foon transfer their regard to other qualities, and un- 
gratefully abandon their adorers to dream out their 
\aJk years in flupidity and contempt. 

I am, &c. 

FlOR£NTU],US. 
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Numb. iio. Saturday, April ^^ ^75^^ 

At tuhu viu dommum qwerentihu mum 
Lux tUr efiy et elara diet^ et gratia Jimfkx. 
Spemfequimuri gradimurque JidesfrutmurquefuturUf 
" Ad que non vemunt frefentis gaudia vHe^ 
Nee curruat pariter captUf et cafUndavohfiat. 

PHUDEKTIUS. 

We thro* this maze of life one Lord obey ; 

Whofe light and grace unerriug, kad the way. 

By hope and fai h fecure of fu: ure blifSf 

Gladly the joys of prcfent life we mifs : 

For baffled mortals dill attempt m vain, 

Prefent and future blifs at once to gain. F. Lewis* 

THAT to pleafe the Lord and Father of the 
univerfe, is the fupreme intereft of created 
and dependent beings, as it is eafily proved, has 
been univerfally confefled ; and fince all rational 
agents are confcious of having neglefted or vio- 
lated the duties prefcribed to them, the fear of be- 
ing rejefted, or punifhed by God, has always bur- 
dened the human mind, ^fhe expiation of crimes, 
and renovation of the forfeited hopes of divine fa» 
vour, therefore conftitutes a large part of every re* 
Ugion. 

The various methods of propitiation and atone- 

. ment which fear and folly have dilated, or artifice 

' and intereft tolerated in the different parts of the 

world, however they may fometimes reproach or de- 

\ grade humanity, at leaft fhew the general confent of 

all ages and nations in their opinion of the placability 
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of the divine nature. That God will forgive, may, 
iadeed, be eftablifhed as the fir ft and fundamental f 
truth of religion; for though the knowledge of 
his exiftence is the origin of philofophy, yet, with- 
out the belief of his mercy, it would have little / 
influence upon our moral conduct. There could 
be no profpeft of enjoying the protedtion or regard 
of him, whom the lead deviation from redlitude 
made inexorable for ever; and every man would 
natm-ally withdraw his thoughts from the con- 
templation of a Creator, whom he muft confider as | 
a governor too pure to be pleafed, and too fevere to ' 
be pacified ; as an enemy infinitely wife, and infinite- / 
ly powerful, whom he could neither deceive, efcape^ 1 
nor refiflt* 

Where there is no hope, there can be no en- f 
deavour. A conftant and unfailing obedience ia 
above the reach of terreftrial diKgence ; and there- 
fore the progrefs of life could only have been 
the natural defcent of negligent defpair from crime 
to crime, had not the univerfal perfuafion of for- 
givenefs to be obtained by proper means of re- 
conciliation, recalled thofe to the paths of vhrtue 
whom their paflions had folicited aAde^ and ani- 
mated to new attempts, and firmer perfeverance, 
thofe whom difficulty had difcouraged, or negligence 
furprifed. 

In times and regions fo disjoined from each other, 
that there can fcarcdy be imagined any communi- 
cation of fentiments either by commerce or tradi- 
tion has [M'evailed a general and uniform expect- 
ation of prophiating God by corporal aufterities, ' 
of anticipating his vengeance by voluntary inflic- I 

R 4 tions. 
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tion^ aad a^ppeafmg his joftice by a fpeedy and 
cheerful Aibmiffioa to a .lefs penalty, when a greater 
ilincuTred. 

. Incorporated minds will, always feel fome incli- 
nation towsyrds exterior ads, and ritual obferv-> 
ances. Ideas not reprefented by fenfible objeds are 

' fleeting, variable,, and evanefcent. We are not 
able to judge of the degree of convidion which 
operated at any particular time upon our own 
thoughts, but as it is recorded by fome certain and 
definite effed. He that reviews his life in order 
to determine the probability of his acceptance 
with God, if be could once eftablifli the nectflary 
proportion between crimes and (uSerings, might 
fecurely reft upon bis performance of the expiation ; 
but while fafety remains the reward only of mental 

. {Mirity^ he is always afraid left he (hould decide 
too foon in his own favour, left he ftiould not 
have felt the pangs of true contrition ; left he 
AK>uld miftake &tiety for deteftation, or ieaagine 
that bis paflions are fubdued when they are only 
fleeping. 

From this natural and reafonable diffidence arofe^ 
in bumble and timorous piety, a difpofition to con- 

' found p<»iance with repentance, to repofe on human 
determinations, and to receive from fome judicial 
fentence the ftated and regular ailignment of recon* 
ciliatory pain. We are never wilUng to be without 
refouree : we feek in the knowledge of others a foe* 
cour for our own ignorance^ and are ready to truft 
any that will undertake to dired us when we have 
no confidence in oorfelves. 

This 
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This defire lo afcertian by fome outward matb 
the ftate of tlM foul, and thia willingnefs to calm 
the confcience by fome fettled method, have pro- 
duced, as they are diyerfified in their effe£ls by va« 
rious tempera and {Hinciples, moft of the dilquifi- 
tions and rules, the doubts and foludons, that have 
embarraflfed the doctrine of repentatice^ and per- 
plexed tender and flexible minds with innumerable 
fcniples concerning the necelTary meafures of for« 
row, and adequate degrees of felf-abhorrence ; and 
thefe rules corrupted by fraud, or debafed by ere* 
dulity, have, by the common reiiliency of the mind 
from one extreme to another, incited others to an 
open contempt of all fubfidiary ordinances, all pru« 
dential caution, and the whole difcipline of regu« 
lated piety* 

Repentaiieic, however diiEcult to be pra^Hfed, is, 
if it be explained without fuperftition, eafily under- 
flood. Rffmiame is ihe reUnquiJhtnent rf any prac^ 
ticCy ffm the cofifuiOion that it has offended God. 
Sorrow, and fear, .and anxiety, are properly not 
parts, but adjuncts of repentance; yet thgy are 
tod clofely connedted with it to be eafily feparated ; 
for they not only mark its fincerity, but promote its 
efiicacy. 

No man coimnits any a& of negHgence or obfti- 
nacy, by which his fafety or happinefs in this world 
is endangered, without feeling^ tt^ pungency of re- 
jidLorfe. He who is fully convinced, that he fuffisrs 
by his own failure, can nevier forbear to trace back 
his mifcarriage to its firft caufe, to image to himfelf 
a contrary behaviour, and to form involuntary refo* 
lutkMis againft the Uke faulty even when be knows 

that 
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that he fliall never again have the power of commit- 
ting it. Danger confidered as imminent, naturally 
produces fuch trepidations of impatience as leave all 
human means of fafety behind them : he that has 
once caught an alarm of terrour,*is every moment 
feized with ufelefs anxieties, adding one fecurity to 
another, trembling with fudden doubts, and dif- 
trafied by the perpetual occurrence of new expe- 
dients. If, therefore, he whofe crimes have de... 
prived him of the favour of God, can refleft upon 
his conduct without difturbance, or can at will 
banifli the reflexion ; if he who confiders himfelf as 
fufpended over the abyfs of eternal perdition only 
by the thread of life, which muft foon part by its 
own weaknefs, and which the wing of every minute 
may divide, can cad his eyes round him without 
fhuddering with horrour, or panting with fecurity; 
what can he judge of himfelf but that he is not yet 
awakened to fufficient conviSion, fince every lofs is 
more lamented than the lofs of the divine favour, 
and every danger more dreadful than the danger of 
final condemnation ? 
, Retirement from the cares and pleafures of the 
; world has been often recommended as ufeful to re- 
' pcntance. This at lead is evident, that every one 
retires, whenever ratiocination and recolledion are 
required on other occaiions: and furely the retro- 
fped of life, the difentanglement of actions compli- 
cated with innumerable circumftances, and diffufed 
in various relations, the difcovery of the primary 
movements of the heart, and the extirpation of lufts 
and appetites deeply rooted and widely fpread, nay 
be allowed to demand fome feceflion firQm fport 

and 
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and noife^ and bufinefs and folly. Some fufpeniion 
of common affsm^s, fome paufe of tempoiijal paia 
and pleafure, is doabtlefs neceffary to kim that, 
deliberates for eternity, «^ho is fotming the only plan 
in which milicarriage cannot be repaired, and cxy 
amining the only queftion in which miftake cannot 
be re£kified. 

Aufterities and mortifications are means by which 
the mind is invigorated and roufed, by which the 
attractions of pleafure are interrupted, and the 
chains of fenfuality are broken. It is obferved b^ 
one of the fathers, that be who rejiraim bimfelf in 
the life of things lawfuly will never encroach upon 
things forbidden. Abftinence, if nothing more, is, 
at lead, a cautious retreat from the utmofl verge of 
permiilion, and confers that fecurity which cannot 
be reafonably hoped by him that dares always to 
hover over the precipice of deftru£Uon, or delights 
to approach the pleafures which he knows it fatal 
to partake. Aufterity is the proper antidote to in- 
dulgence; the difeafes of mind as well as body 
are cured by contraries, and to contraries we (hould 
readily have recourfe, if we dreaded guilt as we 
dread pain. 

The completion 'and fum of repentance is a change 
of life. That forrow which dictates no caution, 
that fear which does not quicken our efcape, that 
aufterity which fails to reftify our affeftions, are vain 
and unavailing. But forrow and terrour muft na- 
turally precede reformation; for what other caufe 
can produce it ? He, therefore, that feels himfelf 
alarmed by his confcience, anxious for the attain- 
ment 
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ment of a bettd: ibue^ .and afflifted by die roemorj 
of his. paft £iMlt8, may j«ftty cottdud^ that the 
grttt wotk of repentaace is begun^ as^ hope by 
retiremcBt and prayer^ the natural aad. religious 
means of ftreagihening his convidtioai to impreft 
upon his. mind fiich a fenfe of the diviae prefence^ 
as may overpower the biandifhments .of fiscular 
detigbts^ wd enable him to advance from. one de- 
gree of holinefs to another, till death ffaall fet him 
free friom doubt mi ooateft^ mifery and tempta- 
tion* 

What better can we do than proftrate fall 
Before him reverent ; and there confcfs 
Humbly our faults, and pardon beg, with tears 
Watering the ground, aAd with our fighs the air 
Frequenting, fent from hearts contrite, in fign 
Of foTTow unfeignM, and humiliation meek? 
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NuMBt lilt TuitiDAYf April ^ ^75^* ' 

Difafter always waits on early wit. 

TT has been obferved, by long experience, that 
* late fprings produce the greateft plenty. The 
delay of blooms and fragrance, of rerdure and 
bree25es, is for the mod part liberaUy recompenfed 
by the exuberance and fecundity of the enfiiing 
fikfons} the bloflbms whick lie concealed till the 
year is advanced, and the fun is high, alcape thoiie 
chilling blaft», and nocturnal frofls, which aie 
often fatal to early luxuriance, prey upon the firft 
finiles of vernal beauty, deftroy the feeble prin« 
ciples of vegetable K&, intercept the fruit in the 
gem, and beat down the flowers unopened to the 
ground. 

I am afraid there is little hope of perfoading the 
young and fprightly part of my readers, upon whom 
the fpring naturally forces 'my attention, to \eBXik 
from the great prbcefs of nature, the difference be^ 
tween diligence and hurry, between fpeed asd pre- 
cipitation; to profecute their defigns with calow } 
nefe, to watch the concurrence of opportunity, and 
endeavour to find the lucky moment which they 
cannot make. Youth is the dme of encerprisse 
and hope; having yet no occafion of compaiing 
our force with any oppo&ig power, we naturally 
form prefumptions in our own fevour, and imagine 

that 
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that obftrudion and impediment will give way be* 
fore us. 1 he firft repulfes rather infiame vehemence 
than teach prudence; a brave and generous mind 
is long before it fufpeOs tt< own weaknefg, or Tub- 
niits to bp the difficulties which it ejcpcfled to fub- 
due by ftorm. Before di&ppointments have en- 
forced the dictates of philofophy, we believe it in 
our power to Ihorten the interval between the firft 
canfeand'the laiteffed; we laugh at the timorous 
delays of plodding ix)duftry» and fancy that, by in- 
creafing the fire» we can at pleafure accelerate the 
projection* 

At our entrance into the world, when health and 

vigour give us fair promifes of time fufficient. for 

the regular maturation of our fchemes, and a long 

enjoyment of our acquifitions, we are eager to feize 

the prefent moment; we pluck every gratification 

within our reach, without fuffering it to ripen into 

perfe&ion, and crowd all the varieties of delight 

into a narrow compafs; but age feldom fails to 

change our condud ; we grow negligent of time in 

'proportion as we have le(s remaining, and Xuffer the 

laft part of life to fteal from us in languid prepara- 

tbns for future undertakings^ or flow approaches to 

remote advantages, in weak hopes of ibme fortuitous 

occurrence, or drowfy equilibrations of undetermined 

counfel: whether it be that the aged, having tailed 

the pleafnres of man's condition, and found them 

deluHve, become lefs anxious for their attainment; 

or that frequent mifcarriages have deprefied them to 

defpair, and frozen them to inaftivity ; or that death 

fliocks them more as it advances upon them, and they 

are afraid to remind themfelves of their decay, or to 

difcover 
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difcover to their own hearts, that the time of trifling 
18 paft. 

A perpetual conflift with natural defires feems to 
be the lot of our prefent ftate. In youth we require 
fomething of the tardinefs and frigidity of age ; and 
in age we muft labour to recal the fire and impetu- 
ofity of youth ; in youth we muft learn to ezpedk, and 
in age to enjoy. 

The torment of expectation is, indeed, noteafily 
to be borne at a time when every idea of gratification 
fires the blood, and flaflies on the fancy ; when the 
heart is vacant to every frefh form of delight, and 
has no rival engagements to withdraw it from the im- 
portunities of a new defire. Yet fince the fear of 
miffing what we feek, mud always be proportionable 
to the happinefs expeded from pofleifing it, the paf* 
fions, even in this tempeftuous ftate, might be fome* 
what moderated by frequent inculcation of the mil^ 
chief of temerity, and the hazard of lofing that which 
we endeavour to ieize before our time. 

He that too early afpires to honours, muft refolve 
to encounter not only the oppofition of intereft, but 
the malignity of envy. He that is too eager to be 
rich, generally endangers his fortune in wild adven* 
tares, and uncertain projects ; and he that haftens 
too fpeedily to reputation, often raifes (his charader 
by artifices and fallacies, decks himfelf in colours 
which quickly fade, or in plumes which accident 
may fhake off, or competition pluck away. 

The danger of early eminence has been extended 
by fome, even to the gifts of nature ; and an opinion 
has been long conceived, that quicknefs of invea* 
tion, accuracy of judgment, or extent of knowledge, 

appearing 
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appearing before the ufual rime, prefage a fliort Kfe. 
Even thofe who are lefs inclined to form general cofi- 
clufions, from inftanees which hj their own nature 
muft be rare, have yet been inclined to prognofticate 
no fttitable progrefs from the firft fallies of rapd 
wits ; but have obferved, that after a fliort effort they 
other loiter or faint, and fuffer themfelves to be fur* 
pafled by the even and regular perfeverance of flower 
underftandings. 

It frequently happem, that applaufe abates diK- 
genee.« Whoever finds himfelf to have performed 
more than was demanded, will be contented to fpare 
the labour of unneeeflary performances, and fit down 
to enjoy at eafe his fuperfluides of honour. He 
whom fuccefs has made confident of his abilities, 
quickly claims the privilege of negligence, and looks 
coRtemptuoufly on the gradual advances of a rival, 
whom he imagines himfelf able to leave behind 
whenever he fliall again fummon his force to the 
conteft. But long intervals of pleafure diflipate at- 
tention, and weaken conftancy ; nor is it eafy for him 
that has funk from diligence into fioth, to roufe out 
of his lethargy, to recoiled his notions, rekindle hi^ 
curiofity, and engage withi his former ardour in the 
foHs of ftudy. 

Even that friendfliip which intends the reward of 
genius, too often tends to obflruft it. The pleafure 
of being carefled, diftinguiflied, and admired, eafily 
feduces the ftudent from literary fditude. He is 
ready to follow the call which fummons him to hear 
his own praife, and which, perhaps, at once flatters 
his apperite with certamty of pleafures; and his am- 
bition with hopes of patronage; pleafures which he 
15 conceives 
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conceives inexbauffible, and hopes which he has not 
yet learned to diftruft. 

Thefe evils, indeed, are by no means to be im- 
puted to nature, or confidered as infeparable from aii 
early difplay of uncommon abilities. They may b6 
certainly efcaped by prudence and refolution, and 
inuft therefore be recounted rather as confolations to 
thofe who are lefs liberally endowed, than as difcou- 
ragements to fuch as are born with uncommon quali* 
ties. Beauty is well known to draw after it the per* 
fecutions of impertinence, to incite the artifices of 
envy, and to raife the flames of unlawful love ; yet 
among the ladies whom prudence or modefty have 
made moft eminent, who has ever complained of the 
inconveniencies of an amiable form ; or would have 
purchafed fafety by the lofs of charms ? 

Neither grace of perfon, nor vigour of under* 
Handing, are to be regarded otherwife than as blelf- 
ings, as means of happinefs indulged by the Supreme 
Benefa6lor j but the advantages of either may be loft 
by too much eagernefs to obtain them. A thoufand 
beauties in their firft bloflbm, by an imprudent ex- 
pofure to the open world, have fuddenly withered at 
the blaft oF infamy ; and men who might have fub- 
jefted new regions to the empire of learning, have 
been lured by the praife of their firft produftiona 
from academical retirement, and wafted their days 
in vice and dependence. The virgin who too foon 
afpires to celebrity and conqueft, perifhes by childifli 
vanity, ignorant credulity, or guiltlefs indifcretion. 
The genius who catches at laurels and preferment 
before hii time, mocks the hope^ th^ he had excited, 
and lofcs thofe years which might have been moil 

VouV. ^ S ufefully 
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ufefuUy employed^ the years of youths of fpirit^ and 
vivacity. 

It 16 one of the innumerable abfurdities of pride, 
that we are never more impatient of dire6lion^ than in 
that part of life when we need it iqoft ; we are in hade 
to meet enemies whom we have not ftrength to over- 
come, and to undertake taiks which we cannot per- 
form : and as he that once mifcarries does not eafily 
perfuade mankind to favour another attempt, an in- 
effeftual ftruggle for fame is often followed by per- 
petual obfcurity. 



Numb. 112. Saturday, Jprili^y ^75^* 

$ 

In tnea vefanas hahui dlfpendia vireif 
£i valui panasforti* in iff a meai^ Otiou 

Of ftrength peniiciou^ to xnyfelf I boaft ; 

The pow'rs I have wcxc giv'n me to my coft^ F. L::vi9... 

1X7 £ are taught by C^l/usy that health is bed 
^ ^ preferved by avoiding fettled habits of life, 
and deviating fometimes into flight aberrations from 
the laws of medicine ; by varying the proportions of 
food and exercife, interrupting the fucceffions of reft 
and labour, and mingling hardfhips with indulgence^ 
The body, long accuftomed to Aated quantities and 
uniform periods, is difordered by the fmalleft irregu- 
larity ; and fmce we cannot adjuft every day by the 
balance or barometer, it is fit fometimes to depart 
from rigid accuracy, that we may be able to comply 

with 
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with neceffary affairs, or ftrong inclinations. Hi 
that tod long obfenres nice punftualities, condemns 
himfelf to voluntary imbecility; and will not long 
efcape the miferies of difeafe. 

The fame laxity of regiifaen is equally heceffary to j 
tntelledlual health, and to a perpetual fufceptibility 
of occafional pleafure. Long confinement to the 
fame company which perhaps fimilitude of tafle | 
brought firfl together, quickly contrafls his faculties^ i 
and makes a thoufand things offenfive that are in I 
themfelves indifferent $ a man accudomed to hear 
only the echo of his own fentimenti, foon bars all 
the common avenues of delight, and has no part ia 
the general gratifications of mankind. 

In things which are not immediately fubjed: to re- 
Ugious or moral cohfideration, it is dangerous to be 
ioo long or too rigidly in the right. Senfibility may* 
by an incefTant attention to elegance and propriety^ 
be quickened to a tendernefs inconfiftent with the con-> 
dition of humanity, irritable by the fnialleft afperity, 
and vulnerable by the gentled touch. He that pleafes 
himfelf too much with minute exadlnefs, and fubmits 
to endure nothing in accommodations; attendance^ 
or addrefs, below the point of perfedion, will, when" 
ever he enters the crowd of life, be haraffed with in- 
numerable diflreffes, from which thofe who have not 
in the fdme maimer ihcreafed their fenfations find no 
diflurbance. His exotick foftnefs will fhrink at the 
toarfenefs of vulgar felicity, like a plant tranfplanted 
to northern nurferies; from the dews and funihine of 
the tropical regions. 

There will always be a wide interval between prac-» 
tical and ideal excellence ; and, therefore, if we al^ \ 

S 2 low 
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low not ourfelves to be fatisfied while we can per« 
ceive any errour or defeat, we mud refer our hopes of 
eafe to fome other period of exiftence* It is well 
known, that, expofed to a microfcope, the fmootheft 
poKih of the moft folid bodies di£covers cavities and 
prominences ; and that the fofteft bloom of rofeate 
virginity repels the eye with excrefcences and difco- 
lorations. The perceptions as well as the fenfes may 
be improved to our own difquiet, and we may, by 
diligent cultivation of the powers of diilike, raife in 
time an artificial faftidioufnefs, which (hall fill. the 
imagination with phantoms of turpitude, fbew us the 
naked ikeleton of every delight, and prefent us only 
with the pains of pleafure, and the deformities of 
beauty. 

Peeviihnefs, indeed, would perhaps very little dif- 
lurb the peace of mankind, were it always the confer 
quence of fuperfluous delicacy ; for it is the privi- 
lege only of deep refledion, or lively fancy, to de^ 
ih'oy happinefs by art and refinement. But by conti- 
nual indulgence of a particular humour, or by long 
enjoyment of undifputed fuperiority, the dull and 
thoughtlefs may likewife acquire the power of tor- 
menting themfelves and others, and become fuffi« 
ciently ridiculous or . hateful to thofe 'who are within 
fight of their conduft, or reach of their influence^ 

They that have grown old in a iingle flate arc 
generally found to be morofe, fretful, and captious ; 
tenacious of their own pradices and maxims ; foon 
offended by contradiction or negligence ; and impa- 
tient of any aflbciatipn, but with thofe that will 
watch their nod, and fubmit themfelves to unlimited 
authority. Such is. the effeft of having lived without 

the 
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the necef&ty of confulting any inclination but tKeir 
own. 

The irafcibility of this clafs of tyrants is generally 
exerted upon petty provocations, fuch as are incident 
to underftandings not far extended beyond the in- 
{tiadx of animal life ; but unhappily he that fixes hi^ 
attention on things always before him, will nevef 
have long cefTations of anger. There are many ve- 
terans of luxury upon whom every noon brings a pa- 
roxyfm of violence, fury, and execration ; theyrievei? 
fit down to their dinner without finding the meat fo 
injudicioufly bought, or fo unfkilfuliy drefied, fuch 
blunders in the feafonmg, or fuch improprieties in 
the fauce, zfi can fcarcely be eiscpiated without blood; 
and, in the tranfports of refentment, make very lit- 
tle diftindions between guilt and innocence, but let 
fiy thdr menaces, or growl out their difcontent, 
upon all whom fortune expofes to the ftorm. 

It is not eafy to imagine a more unhappy condition 
than that of dependence on a peevifli man. In every 
other ftate of inferiority the certainty of pleafing is 
perpetually incfeafed by a fuller knowledge of our 
duly J and kindnefs and confidence are ftrengthened 
by every new aft of triift, and proof of fidelity. ButI 
peeviflinefs facrifices to a momentary offence, the ob- 
fequioufnefs or ufefulnefs of half a life, and as more 
is performed, increafes her exaftions. 

Cbrxfalus gained a fortune by trade, and retired 
into the country ; and, having a brother burdened by 
the number of 'his* children, adopted one of his fons. 
The boy was difmiflfed with many prudenf admoni- 
tions ; informed ' of his father's inability to maintain 
him in his native rank j cautioned againft ill oppo- 

Sj fition 
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fition to the opinions or precepts of his uncle ; and 
animated to perfeverance by the hopes of fupporting 
the honour of the family, and overtopping his elder 
brother. He had a natural ductility of mind, with* 
out much warmth of affedion, or elevation of fenti- 
inent; and therefore readily complied with every 
variety of caprice ; patiently endured contradiQory 
reproofs; h^ard falfe accufations without pain, and 
opprobrious reproaches without reply ; laughed ob- 
ftreperoqfly at the ninetieth repetition of a joLe; 
^iked queftions about the univerfal decay of trade ; 
admired the flrength of thofe heads by which the 
price of (locks is changed and adjufled ; and be- 
haved with fuel) prudence and circumfpedtion, that 
after fix years the will was'madci and Jwoencultu was 
declared h^ir. But unhappily, a month afterwards, 
retiring at nig})t from hi§ uncle's chamber, he left 
, the door open behind him ; the old man tore his 
will, ^d being then perceptibly declining, for want 
of time to deliberate, le^ his money to a trading 
company^ 

When female minds are imbittered by age or foli, 
tude, their malignity is gener2>lly exerted in a rigor- 
ous and fpiteful fuperintendence of dpmeftick uifles* 
Eriphile has employed her eloquence for twenty years 
upon the degeneracy of fervants, the naftinefs of her 
houfe, the ruin of her fiarnitvire, the difBculty of pr&j 
ferving tappftry from fhe moths, and the carelefihefs 
of the fluts whom ihe employe in brufhing it. It is 
her bufinefs eyery morning to vifit all theropms, in 
hopes of finding a chair without its cover, a window 
fhut or open contrary to her orders, a fpot on th^ 
hearth, or a feather dn the floor, that the reft of tb^ 

day 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



N^ii2. THE RAMBLER. 26^ 

day may be juftifiably fpent in taunts of contempt, 
and vociferations of anger. She lives for no other 
purpofe but to preferve the neatnefs of a houfe and 
gardens, and feels neither inclination to pleafure, 
nor afpiration after virtue, while (he is engrofied 
by the great employment of keeping gravel from 
grafs, suxd wainfcot from duft. Of three amiable 
nieces fhe has declared herfelf an irreconcilable 
enemy to one, becaufe flie broke off a tulip with 
her hoop ; to another, becaufe (he fpilt her coffee 
on a Turkey carpet ; and to the third, becaufe fhe 
let a wet dog run into the parlour. She has broken 
off her intercourle of vifits, becaufe compsmy makes 
a houfe dirty ; and refolves to confine herfelf more 
to her own affairs, and to live no longer in mire by 
.fooli(h lenity* 

Peevilhnefs is generally the vice of narrow minds, 
and, except when it is the effeA of anguifh and 
difeafe, by which the refolption is broken, and the 
mind made too feeble to bear the lighted addi. 
tion to its miferies, proceeds from an unreafonable 
perfuafion of the importance of trifles. The pro- 
per remedy againft it is, to confider the dignity of 
human nature, and the folly of fuffering perturba- 
tion and uneafmefs from caufes unworthy of our 
notice^ 

He that redgns his peace to little cafualties, and 
fuffers the courfe of his life to be interrupted by 
fortuitous inadvertencies, or offences, delivers up 
himfelf to the direction of the wind, and lofes all 
that condancy and equanimity which conftitute the 
chief praife of a wife man* 

S4 The 
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The province of prudence lies between the great- 
eft things and the leaft ; fome furpafs our pow^r by 
their magnitude, and forpe efc^pe our notice .by their 
number apd their frequency. But the indifpeofable 
. bUfipefs of life will afford fufEcient exercife to every 
underftanding ; and fuch is the limitation of the 
human powers, that by attention to trifles we muft 
let things pf importance pafs unobferved : when we 
ermine a. mite with a glafs, we fee nothing but a 
mice. 

That it is every man's interaft to be pleafed, wHl 
need litdd proof: that it is his intereft to pleafe 
others, escperience will inform him. It is therefore 
not lefs neceffary to happinefs than to virtue, that 
he rid his mind of .paifions which make hhn uneafy 
to himfelf, and hateful to the world, which enchain 
his intelle&s^ and obftruSt his improvement^ 
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Numb. 113. Tuesday, J^ril 16, 1751. 

— UMMtm, Pofiiime duei* f 
Die qua Tj/ifhotu, qutbiu cnagUare eobibru7 Jut. 

/ 

A fober man like thee to change hk life !- * 

What fuiy wouM poffefs thiee with a wife I D&vium 

To the RAMBLER. 
SIR, 
T KNOW not whether it is always a proof of in- 
nocence to freat cenfure with contempt. We 
owe fo much reverence to the wifdom of mankind, 
as juftly to wiih, that our own opinion of our merit 
may be ratified by the concurrence of other fuffrages; 
and fmce guilt and infamy muft have the fame effect 
upon intelligences unable to pierce beyond external 
appearance^ and influenced often rather by example 
than precept, we are obliged to refute a falfe charge 
left we flkould countenance the crime which we have 
never committed. To turn away from an accula* 
Uon with fuperciiious filence, is equally in the power ' 
of him that is hardened by villany, and infpirited by 
innocence. The wall of brafs which Horace eredis 
upon a clear confdence, may be fometimes raifed by 
impudence or power ; and we ihould always wifli to 
prefefve the dignity of virtue by adorning her with 
graces which wickednefs cannot affume. 

For this reafon I have determined no longer to 
endure^ with either patient or fuUen refignation, a 

• reproach, 
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I^eproach, \7hich is, at leaft in my opinion, qnjaft; 
J[)ut will lay my cafe honeftly before you, that you 
or your readers may at length decide it. 

Whether you will be ^ble to preferve your boafted 
impartiality, when you hear, that I am confidereci 
as an adverfary by half the female world, you may 
fardy pardon me for doubting, notwithftanding the 
veneration to which you may imagine yourfelf en* 
tided by your age, your learning, your abftraftton, 
or your virtue. Beauty, Mr, Rambler, has often 
overpowered ^the refplutions of the firm, and the 
f eafonings of the wife, roufed the old to iimfi^ilityi 
^d fubdued the rigorous to foftnefs, 

) am one of thofe unhappy beings, who have beeii 
marked out as hu(bands for many different women, 
and deUberated a hundred times on the brink of ma- 
trimony, I have difcufled all the nuptial prelimi- 
jiaries fp often, that I can repeat the forms in which 
jointures are fettled, pin-money fecured, and pro- 
vifions for younger children afcertained^ but am at 
laft doomed by general confent to everlafting ibli- 
tude, and excluded by an irreverfible decree' from 
all hopes of connubial felicity^ I am pointed out 
by every mother, as a man whofe yifits cannot be 
admitted without reproach; who raifes hopes only 
to embitter difappointment, and makes offers only 
to feduce girls into a wafte of that part of life, in 
which they might gain advantageous matches, and 
become miftreffes and mothers, 

I hope you will think, that fome part of this penal 
feverity may juftly be remitted, when I inform you, 
that I nev^ yet profeifed love to a woman with- 
out fmcere Intentions of marriage; that I have never 

continued 
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continued an appearance of intimacy from the hour 
chat my inclination changed, but to preferve her 
whom I was leaving from the ihock of abruptneft^ 
or the ignominy of contempt ; that I always endea- 
voured to give the ladies an opportunity of feeming 
to difcard me ; and that i never forfoojc a miftrefs 
for larger fortune, or brighter beauty, but becaufe 
I diicovered fome irregularity in her condud, or 
fome depravity in her mind ; not becaufe I wa§ 
charmed by another^ but becaufe I was offended by 
iierfi^. 

I was very early tired of that fucceffion of amufe* 
ments by which the thoughts of mod young mei| 
are diffipated, and had not long glittered in the 
fplendoqr of an ample patrimony before I wiihed 
for the calm of domeftick happinefs. Youth is na- 
turally delighted with fprightlinefs and ardour, and 
therefore 1 breathed out the fighs of my firft affec- 
tion at the feet of the gay, the fparkling, the viva* 
ciou^ Ferocul(i. I fancied to myfelf a perpetual 
fource of happinefe in wit never exhaufted, and 
fpirit never depreifed; lopked with veneration on 
her readinefs of expedients, contempt of difficulty, 
aflurance of addrefs, and promptitude of reply ; con- 
fidered her as exempt by fome prerogative of na- 
ture from the weaknefs and timidity of female minds; 
and congratulated myfelf upon a companion fupe- 
riour to all common troubles and ^mbarraflments. I 
was, indeed, fomewhat difturbed by the unfliaken 
perfeverance with which fhe enforced her demands 
of an unreafonable fettlement; yet I (hould have 
ponfented.topafs my life in union with her, bad not 
^ my 
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my cuTiofity led me to a crowd gathered in the ftreet^ 
where I found Ferocula^ in the prefence of hundreds^ 
dtfputing for fix-pence with a chairman. I faw her 
in ib little need of affiftance, that it Ivas no bx'eaek 
of the laws of chivalry K> ioxboix interpofittohy- and 
I fpared myfelf the fliatne of owning her acquaint* 
ance. Pforgot fome poiiit of ceremony at our next 
inter view^ andfoon provoked her to forbid me het 
prefence. 

My nejct attempt was upon a lady of great emi«> 
nence for learning and philofophy. I had frequently 
pbferved the barrennefs and uniformity of connu. * 
bial Gonyei^fatjon^ and therefore thought highly of 
my own prudence and difcernment, when I fele&ed 
from a multitude of wealthy beauties, the de^p-read 
Mifotheay who declared herfelf the inexorable enemy 
^ ignorant pertnefs, and puerile levity ; and fcarcely 
c^ndefcended to make te^j but for the litiguift, the 
g^^ometrician, the aftronomer, or the poet, The 
qjueen of the Anuixons wais only t6 be gained by the 
Wo wfaa could conquer ber in fingle combat; and 
Mifothec^^ heart was only to blefs the Scholar who 
coufld overpower her by difputation^ Aihidft the 
ibnded tranfports of courtfhip fhe could call for a' 
definition of terms, and treated every argument with 
contempt that tould not: be reduced to regular fyl- 
logiftti. You may eafily imagine, that I wiihed this. 
oourtffaip at an axl; but when I defired her to fhort-* 
e© my torments, and fix the day of my felicity, we 
were led into a long converfation, in which Mtfo^ 
thea endeavoured to *d^emon(trate the folly of attfi-' 
buting choice and felf-diteQicfti to any human being. 

It 
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It was not difficult to difcover the danger of com- 
mitting myfelf for ever to the arms of one who might 
at any time miftake the diftates of paflion, or the 
calls of appetite, for the decree of fate ; or confider 
cuckoldom as neceflary to the general fyftem, as a 
link in the everlafting chain of fuccefBve caufes. I 
therefore told her, that deftiny had ordained us to 
part, and that nothing fliould have torn me from her 
but the talons of neceffity. 

I then folicited the regard of the calm, the pru- 
dent, the economical Soph rem a ^ a lady who confidered 
Vfit as dangerous, and learning as fuperfluous, and 
thought that the woman who kept her houfe clean, 
and her accounts exaft, took receipts for every pay- 
ment, and could find them at a fudden call, inquired 
nicely after the condition of the tenants, read the 
price of flocks once a-week, and purchafed every 
thing at the beft market, could want "no accomplifli- 
ments neceffar)' to the happinefs of a wife man. She 
difcourfed with great folemnity on the care and vi- 
gilance which the furperintendance of a family de- 
mands ; obferved how many were ruined by confi- 
dence in fervants; and told me, that Ihe never ex- 
pefted honefty but from a ftrong cheft, and that the 
beft ftorekeeper was the miftrefs's eye. Many fueh 
oracles of generofity fhe uttered, and made every 
day new improvements in her fchemes for the regu- 
lation of her fervants, and the diftribution of her 
time, I was convinced, that whatever I might fuf*. 
fcr from Sopbroma^ I fhould efcape poverty ; and we 
therefore proceeded to adjuft the fettlements accord- 
ing to Tier own rule, fair and foftly. But one morn- 
ing her maid came to me in tears to intreat my in- 

tereft 
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tereft for a reconciliation to her miftrefs, who had 
turned her out at night for breaking fix teeth in a 
iortoifeflieil comb: Ibe had attended her lady from 
a diftant province, and having not lived long Enough 
to fave much money, was deftitute among ftf angers, 
and though of a good family, in danger of periflung 
in the ftreets, or of being compelled by hunger to 
proftitution. I made no fcruple of promifihg to re^ 
ftore her ; but upon my firft application to Sopbronia^ 
was anfwered with an air which called for approbation^ 
that if fhe neglected her own affairs, I might fufpeft 
her of negiefting mine j that the comb ftood her in 
three half-crowns ; that no fervaht fhould wrong her 
twice J and that indeed fhe took the firft opportu- 
nity of parting with Philliday becaufe, though Ihe 
was honeft, her conftitution was bad, and fhe thought 
her very likely to fall fick. Of our conference I 
need not tell you the effe£l; it furely may be for- 
given me, if oh this occafioii I forgot the decency of 
common forms- 

From two more ladies I was difengaged by find- 
ing, that they entertained my rivals at the fame 
time, and determined their choice by the liberality 
of oUf fettlements* Another I thought myfelf juf- 
tified iti forfaking, becaufe flie gave my attorney a 
bribe to favour her in the bargain; another te- 
caufe I could tiever foften her to tehdernefs, till ihef 
heard that moft of my family had died young; and 
another, becaufe, to increafe fier fortune by expefta- 
-tlons, (he reprefented her fifter as languiihing and 
<!onfumpfive, 

I fhall in another letter give the remaining part o£ 
my hiftory of courtlhip. I prefume that I fhould^ 

hither't<y 
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hitherto have injured the majefty of female virtue^ 
had I not hoped to transfer my affedion to higher 
merit. 

I am, &f^. 

ttrMENiEUS* 



Numb. 114. Saturday, April ^o^ ^7S^^ 

Nulla unquam de morU bonumt cunSatio hnga tjh Jut* 

■ ■ .. W hen man's life is in debatei 
The judge can ne'er too long deliberate. Drtdbh. 

t)OWER and fuperiority are foi flattering and: 
^ delightful, that, fraught vdth temptation and 
expofed to danger as they are, fcarcely any virtue is 
fo cautious, or any. prudence fo timorous, as to de- 
cline them. . Even thofe that have mofl: reverence 
for the laws of right, are pleafed with (hewing that 
not fear, but choice, regulates their behaviour j and 
would be thought to comply, rather than obey. We 
love to overlook the boundaries which we do not 
wifh to pafs ; and, as the Roman fatirift remarks, he 
that has no defign to take the life of another, is yet 
glad to have it in his hands* 

From the fame principle, tending yet more to 
degeneracy and corruption, proceeds the defire of. 
ihvefting lawful authority with terrour, and govern- 1 
ing by force rather than perfuafion. Pride is un- . ' 
willing to believe the necelfity of ailigning any other , 

reafoQ 
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reafon than her own will ; and would rather maintain 
the moft equitable claints by tiolencc and* penalties, 
than defcend from the dignity of command ta dif-> 
pute and expoflulation* 

It may^ I think, be fufpeded, that this political 
arrogance has' fometimes found its way into legifla- 
tive aflemblieSy and mingled ' with deliberations 
upon property and life. . A flight perufal of the laws 
by which the meafures of vindictive and coercive, 
juftice are eftablifiied, will difcover fa many difpro- 
portions between crimes and punifliments, fuch ca- 
pricious diftindions of guilt, and fuch confufion of 
remiflhefs and feventy, as can fcarcely be believed 
to have been produced by publick wifdom, fincerely 
and calmly ftudious of publick happinefs. 

The learned, the judicious, the pious Boerbaave 
folates, that he never faw a criminal dragged to 
execution without afking himfeif, ^' Who knows 
*^ whether this man is not lefs culpable than me?'* 
On the days when the prifons of this city are emptied 
into the grave, let every fpeftator of the dreadful 
proceiQon put the fame queftion to his own heart. 
Few among thofe that crowd in thoufands to the legal 
maflTacre, and look with careleifnefs, perhaps with 
triumph, on the utmoft exacerbations of human 
raifery, would then be able to return without horrour 
and dejeftion. For, who can congratulate himfeif 
upon a life paffed without fome aft more mifchievous 
to the peace or profperity of others, than the theft of 
a* piece of money ? 

It has been always the praftice, when any par- 
titular fpecies of robbery becomes prevalent and 
commcm, to endeavour its fupprcfSon by capital de- 

nunciatiens* 
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hunciations. Thus, one generation of malefadors 
is commonly cut off, and their fucceffors are frighted 
into new expedients} the art of thievery is aug- 
mented with greater variety of fraud, and fubtilized 
to higher degrees of dexterity^ and more occult 
methods of conveyance. The law then renews the 
purfuit. in the heat of anger, and overtakes the 
offender again with death. By this practice, capital 
infliftions are multiplied, and crimes, very different 
in their degrees of enormity, are equally fubjedled 
to the fevered punifhment that man has the power of 
exercifi9g upon man. 

The lawgiver is undoubtedly allowed to estimate 
the malignity of an offence, not fnerely by the lor% 
or pain which fingle aAs may produce, but by the 
genera) alarm and anxiety arifing from the fear of 
mifchief, and infecurity of poffeffion : he therefore 
^xercifes the right which focieties are fuppofed to 
have over the lives of thofe that compofe them, not 
fimply to punifh a tranfgreflion^ but to maintain 
order, and preferve quiet; he enforces thofe laws 
with feverity that are moft in danger of violation^ 
as the commander of a garrifon doubles the guard on 
that fide which is threatened by the enemy. 

Thi$ methcyi has been long tried, but tried with 
(o liltle fucceis, that rapine and violence are hourly 
increafing, yet few feem willing to defpair of its 
efficacy, andofthof6 who^ employ their fpeculation^ 
opon the prefent corruption, of the people, fomef 
propofe the imrodufHon of more horrid, lingeting^ 
and tetrifick punifhments ; feme are inclined to ac^ 
eelerate the executions; fome to difcourage par- 
dons ; and all feem to think t|^t lenity has given 

Vol. V. *r ' con- 
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confidence to wickednefs, and that we can only he 
refcued from the talons of robbery by inflexible 
rigour, and fanguinary juflice* 

Yet fmce the right of fetting an uncertain and 
arbitrary value upon life has been difputed, and 
fince experience of paft times gives us little reafon 
to hope that any reformation 'will be eflfefted by a 
periodical havock of our fellow-beings, perhaps it 
^11 not be ufeleiSs to confider what confequences 
might arife from relaxations of the law, and a more 
rationar and equitable adaptation of penalties to 
offences. 

Deat;^ 189 ^8 one of the ancients obferves, ro rZv 
§^Ctp<iv ^oCffW'rttloj',' of dreae^ul things the mqfl dreadful } 
an evil, beyond which nothing can be threatened 
by fublunary power, or feared from human enmity 
or vengeance. This terror fliould, therefore, be re- 
. ferved as the lafl: refort of authority, as the ftrongdt 
and mofl: operative of prohibitory fanAions, and 
placed before the t^eafure of life, to guard from in- 
vafion what cannot be reflored. To equal robbery 
with murder is to reduce murder to robbery, to con^ 
found in common minds the gradations of iniquity, 
arid incite the commiflion of a greater crime to pre- 
vent the detedion of a lefs. If only murder were 
punifhed with death, very few robbers would ftain 
their hands in blood ; but when, by the laft ad of 
cruelty, no new danger is^ incurred, and greater fe- 
curity may be obtained, upon what principle (hall wo 
bid them forbear ? x 

It may be urged, that the fentence is often miti- 
gated to fimple robbery ; but furely this is to con- 
fefs that our law^ are unreafonable in our own 
"* ♦ * opinion; 
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opinion; and, indeed, it may be obferved, that all 
but murderers have, at their laft hour, the common 
fenfations of mankind pleading in their favour. 

From this conviAion of the inequality of the 
punifliment to the offence, proceeds the frequent 
folicitation of pardons* They who would rejoice at 
the corredion of a thief> are yet (hocked at the 
thought of dedroying him. His crime ihrinks to 
nothing, compared with his mifery; and feverity 
defeats itfelf by exciting pity. 

The gibbet, indeed, certainly diflbles thofe who 
die upon it from infefting the community ; but their 
death feems not to contribute more to the reforma- 
tion of their aflbciates, than any other method of fe^ 
paration. A thief feldom pafles much of his time 
in recolledion or anticipation, but from robbery 
haftens to riot, and from riot to robbery ; nor, when 
the grave clofes upon his companion, has any other 
care than to find another. 

The frequency of capital punifliments, therefore^ 
rarely hinders the commiflion of a crime, but na* 
turally and commonly prevents its deteftion, and is, 
if we proceed only upon prudential principles, 
chiefly for that reafon to be avoided. Whatever may 
be urged by cafuifts or politicians, the greater part 
of mankind, as they can never think that to pick the 
pocket and to pierce the heart is equally criminal, will 
fcarcely believe that two malefadors fo different in 
guilt can be juftly doomed to the fame punifliment : 
nor is the neceflity of fubmitting the confcience to 
human laws fo plainly evinced, fo clearly fl:ated, or fo 
generally allowed, but that the pious, the tender, 

T 2 and 
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and the juft, will always fcniple to concur with the 
community in an aft which their private judgment 
cannot approve. 

He who knows not how often rigorous laws pro- 
duce total impunity, and how many crimes are con- 
C€aled and forgotten for fear of hurrying the offender 
to that (late in which there is no repentance, has 
conrerfed very little with mankind. And whatever 
epithets of reproach or contempt this compaffion 
may incur from thofe who confound cruelty with 
firmnefs, I know not whether any wife man would 
wifli it lefs powerful, or lefs extenfive. 

If thofe whom the wifdom of our laws has con- 
demned to die, had been detefted in their rudi- 
ments of robbery, they might, by proper difcipline 
and ufeful labour, have been difentangled from their 
habits, they might have cfcaped all the temptation 
to fubfequent crimes, and paifed their days in repara- 
tion and penitence, and detected they might all 
have been, had the profecutors been certain that 
their lives would have been fpared. I believe, every 
thief will confefs, that he has been more than once 
feized and difmiffed ; and that-he has fometimes ven« 
tured upon capital crimes, becaufe he knew, that 
fhofe whom he injured would rather connive at his 
efcape, than cloud their minds with the horrors of his 
death. 

All laws againft wickcdnefe are ineffeftual, un- 
lefs fome will inform, and fomc will profecute ; but 
till we mitigate the penalties for mere violations 
of property, information will always be bated, an4 
profecution dreaded. The heart of a. good man 

cannot 
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cannot but recoil at the thought of punifliing a' 
flight injury with death ; efpecially when he remem- 
bers, that the thief might have procured fafety by 
another crime, from which iie was r«ftfained only by 
his remaining virtue. 

The obligations to affift the exercife ef publick 
jullice are indeed flrong ; but they will certainly be 
overpowered by tendemefs for life. What is puntflc 
ed \«th feverity contrary to our ideas of adequate re« 
tributioni will be feldom difcovered ; and multitudes 
will be fuffered to advance from crime to crime, till 
they deferve death, becaufe, if they had been fooncr 
profecuted, they would have fuffered death before 
they deferved it. 

This fcheme of invigorating the laws by relaxa- 
tion, and extirpating wickednefs by tenity, is fo re- 
mote from common pradice, that I might reafonably 
fear to expofe it to the publick, could it be fupported 
jonly by my own obfervations : I ihall, therefore, by 
afcribing it to its author. Sir Thomas More^ endea- 
vour to procure it that attention, which I wifli al- 
ways paid to prudence, to juftice, and to mercy. 
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Numb. 115^ Tuesday, April 2^^ ^7S^- 

§mtdam parva qmdem, fed non tolermuU marUu . Ju v^ 

gomefaultSj tho* finally intolerable grow. DarDfiv^ 

To the RAMBLEI^. 

SIR, 

T SIT down, in purfuancc of my late engagement, 
■^ to recount the lemaining part of the adventures 
Ihat befel me in my long queft of conjugal felicity, 
whiqh, tI\ough I have not yet been fo happy as to 
obtjun it, I have at lead endeavoured to deferve by 
unwearied diligence, without fuffering froni repeated 
difappointments any abatement of my hope, or re- 
preffion of my aftivity. 

You muft have obferved in the world a fpecies of 
piortals who employ themfelves in promoting matri- 
mony, and without any vifible motive of intereftor 
vanity, without any difcoverable impulfe of maiice 
or benevolence, without any reafon, but that they 
want obje£b of attention and topicks of converfation,^ 
are inceffantly bufy in procuring wives and hufbands. 
' They fill the ears of every finglc man and woman 
with fome convenient match, and when they are in- 
formed of your age and fortune, offer a partner of life 
with the fame readinefs, and the fame mdifferencCj, 
as a falefman, when he has taken meafure by his eye, 
fits his cuftomer with a ceat. 

It might be expedled that they Ihould fopn be dit 
Couraged from this officiQ\is interpofitioA by refent* 
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ment or contempt ; and t]pat every man (hould de« 
termine the choice on which fo much of his happi- 
nefs mud depend, by his own judgment apd obferv- 
ation: yet it happens, that as thefe propofals are 
generally made with a fliew o( kindnefs, they feldom 
provoke anger, but are at word heard with patience* 
and forgotten* They influence weak minds to ap- 
probation ; for many are fure to find in a new ac** 
quaintance, whatever qualities report has taught 
them to expeft} and in more powerful and a£tive 
underftandings they excite curibfity, and fometimes, 
by a lucky chance, bring perfons of fimilar tempers 
within the attraction of each other- 

I was known to pofTefs a fortune, and to want a 
wife ; and therefore was frequently attended by thefe 
hymeneal folicitor% with whofe importunity I was 
fometimes diverted, and fometimes perplexed; for 
they- contended fpr me as vultures for a carcafe ; 
eaiph employing all hi| eloquence, and all his arti- 
fices, to enforce and promote his own fcheme, fropi 
the fuccefs of which hf was to receive no other ad- 
vantage than the pleafure of defeating others equally 
eager, and equally induftrious. 

An invit^ion to fup with one of thofe bufy friends^ 
made me by a concerted chance acquainted with C^* 
millaj by whom it«was expeded that I (bould be 
fuddenly and irrefiftibly enfiaved. The lady, whom 
the fame kindnefs had brought without her own con- 
currence into the lifts of love, feemed to think me at 
leaft worthy of the honour of captivity ; and exerted 
the fJbwer, both of her eyes and wit, with fo much 
art and fpirit, that though I had been too often de- 
ceived by appearances to devoie myfelf inevi^cably 
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at the firft irdtniew^ yet I^ could not fuppre& fome ^ 
raptures of admiration, and flutters of defire. I was 
cafily perfijaded to make nearer approaches ; but fooa 
difcovered, thai an union iirith Camilla was not iQuch 
to be wiflied. Camilh profeffed a boundlefs coa- 
tempt for the foUy« levity, ignorance, and imperti- 
Rence of her own £ex ; and very frequently exprelfed 
her wonder that men of learning or experience could 
' fubmit to trifle away life «[ith beings incapable of 
folid thought. In mixed companies, (he always af- 
fociated with the mea^ and declared her fatisfadion 
when the ladies retired. If any ibort excurfion into » 
the country was propofed, flxe commonly infilled 
vpon the exclufion of women from the party } be* 
caufe, where they were admit ted, the time was wafled 
in frothy compliments, weak indulgencies, and idle 
ceremonies. To ihew the gr^atnefs of her mind, flia 
^voided all compliance with the fafliion ; and to boaft 
the profundity of her knowledge, miftook the various 
futures of filk, confounded tabbies with damai^s, 
and fent for ribbands by wrong name& She defpifed 
the commerce of ftated vifits, a farce of empty form 
without inftruftion} and congratulated herfelf, that 
fhe never learned to write mellage cards. ^ She often 
applauded the noble fentiment of iV^/«, who rejoiced 
that be was born a man rather xhan a woman ; pro* 
claimed her approbation of Swift*s opinion, that wo# 
men are only a higher fpecies of monkie$ ; 2^d con* 4 
feflfcd, that when fhe confidered the behaviour, or 
beard the conyerfation, of her fex, (he could not but 
forgive «the Ttirh for fufpefking them to want f#uls« 

It was the joy and pride of Camilla to have pro- 
f okedt ^f ^^^ infblence^ aU the rage of hatred, and *' 
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•il the perfecuHoi^ al calurnqy; iu>r was (he ever 
tobce derated wkh her own fuperiority, than wheft 
flie talked of female af^ger, ^d female cunniii^ 
Well, fays (be, has Qature provided that fiich vir«b- 
Jmce (houJld be difabled by folly, aini fuch cruelty be 
icftrained by impotence* 

Camilla doubtlefs £xpe£ted, that what (he loft cNt 
sne fide» (he fliould gain on th^ other ; and imagined 
ffaat every m^^ heart wojujd be open to a lady, wha 
made fuch gen^ous advances to the borders of virin 
lity. Bitf mai\» ungrateful man, inftead of fpringing 
forward lo meet her, (hrunk back at her apptoadb. 
She was perfecuted by the ladies as a deferter, and at 
beft receiired by the men only as a fugitive. I, for 
my part, amul^d myfelf awhile with her fopperieSp 
but novelty foon gave w^y to deteftatton, for nothing 
^ut of the .common ^rder of nature can be long 
borne. I bad no incUnation to a wife who had th^ 
ruggiednefs of a man without his fprce, and the ignop 
ranee of a woman without her foftnefs; nor could I 
tfattok my quiet and honour to be entrufted to fuch 
audacious virtue, as was hourly courting danger, and 
foliciting aiTault. 

My next miftrefs was Nitellaj a lady of gentle 
viesLy and-foft voice, always fpeaking to approve, 
and rea^ to receive direction from thofe with whom 
cha^c« had brought her into company. In Nitella 
I promiled myfelf an eafy friend, with whom I might 
loiter away the day without difturbance or alterca^ 
tioii. I therefore foon refolved to addrefs her, but 
was difcoura^ed frpm profecuting my court(hip, by 
pbferving, that her apartments were fuperftitioufly 
regular j and that, unlefs (he liad notice of my vifit^ 
9 j(h« 
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(he was never to be feen. There is a kind of anxiottft 
cleanlinefs which I have always noted as the chario 
teriftick of a flattern ; it is the furperfluous fcrupukv* 
fity of guilt, dreading difcovery, and fliunnhig fufpi- 
cion: it is the violence qf an effort againft habit, 
which toeing impelled by external motives, cannot 
ftop at the middle point. 

Nitella was always* tricked out rather with nicety 
than elegance; and feldom could fort|ear to difcover, 
by her uneafinefs and conilraint, that her attention 
was burdened, and her imagination engroffed: I 
therefore concluded, that being only occafionally and 
ambitiouily dreffed, (he was not familiarized to her 
own ornaments. There are fo many competitors for 
the fame of cleanlinefs, that it is not hard to gain in-r 
formation of thofe that fail, from thofe that defire 
to excel : I quickly found, that Nitella paffed her 
time between finery and dirt; and was always in a 
wrapper, nightcap, and flippers, when flie was not 
decorated for immediate fhew. 

I was then led by my evil deftiny to Cbarybdis^ 
who never neglefted an opportunity of feizing a new 
prey when it came within her reach. I thought my- 
felf quickly made happy by permifGon to attend her 
to public places; and pleafed my own vanity with 
imagining the envy which I fliould raife in a thoufand 
hearts, by appearing as the acknowledged &iovrite 
of Charybdis. She foon after hinted her intention to 
take a ramble for a fortnight, into a part of the 
kingdom which flic had never feen. I folicited the 
happinefs of accompanying her, which, after a fliort 
reluclance, was indulged me. She had no other cu- * 
riofity on her journey, than after all poflible mean&of 
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expence; and was every moment taking occafion tQ 
mention fome delicacy, which I knew it my duty 
upon fuch notices to procure. 

After our return, being now more familiar, (he 
told me, whenever we met, of fome new diverfion ; 
at night fhe had notice of a charming company that 
would breaftfaft in the gardens ; and in the morning 
had been informed of fome new fong in the opera^ 
fome new drefs at the piayhoufe, or fome performer 
at a concert whom ihe longed to hear. - Her intelli-- 
gence was fuch, that there never was a (hew, to which 
ihe did not fummon me on the fecond day ; and as 
ihe hated a crowd, and could not go alone, I was 
obliged to attend at fome uttermediate hour, and pay 
the price of a whole company. When we paflfed the 
ilreets, ihe was often charmed with fome trinket in 
the toyfhops; and from moderate defires of feals and 
iiuiff-boxesj rofe, by degrees, to gold and diamonds. 
I now began to find the fmile of Charybdis too coftly 
for a private purfe, and added one more to fix and 
forty lovers, whofe fortune and patience her rapacity 
had exhaufted. 

Imperia then took poflfe/non of my aflfeftions ; but 
kept them only for a fhort time. She had newly in- 
herited a large fortune, and having fpent the early 
part of her life in the perufal of romances, brought 
with her into the gay world all the pride of Cleopatra^ 
expelled nothing lefs than vows, altars, and facri- 
fices; an4 thought her charms difhonoured, and 
her power infringed, by the fofteft oppofition to her 
fentiments, or the fmallen: tranfgreflion of her com- 
inands. Time might indeed cure this fpecies of 
pride in a mind not ixaturally yndifcerning, and vi- 
tiated 
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dated only by falfe repcelentations ; hut the opersu 
tions of time are flow i and I therefore left her to 
grow wife at leifure, or to coAtioue in error at h(y 
x>wn -expence. 

Thus I have bithertOy in fplte of myfelf, ps^ed my 
life in frozen celibacy. My friends, indeed, oftep 
teli me, that I flatter my imagination with higher 
hopes than human nature can gratify; that I iicb 
^ an idieal charmer vi all the radiaiKe of per|edi(^ 
and then f nter the world to look for the fame excel- 
h9ce in corporeal beauty. But funeiy, Mr. Ram- 
JBJL£&, it is not madnefs to hope for fome terreftnal 
lady upilained with the fpots which I have been de- 
fcribing; at leaft I am refolved to purfue my 
fearcb ; for I am fo jEur from thinking meanly d 
marnage, that I believe it able to afford the higheft 
l^^ppjsefs decreed to our prefent ftate ; and if afisr 
M cbdk miicarriages I find a woman that fills up my 
^pie^MoPt you ftall hear once more from. 

Yours, &c. 
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Numb. ri6. Saturday, Jpril 2j^ lyji'i. 

OfUa ephlffia bos ; /(^ optat arare cabalhu. HoK« 

Thus the flow ox would gaudy trappings claim ; 

The fprightly horfc wou'd plough- Frahci^. 

To the RAMBLER^ 
SIR, 

T WAS the fecond fon of a country gentleman by 
'*' the daughter of a wealthy citizen of London. 
My father having by his marriage freed the eftate 
from a heavy mortgage, and paid his fillers their 
portions, thought himfelf difcharged from all obli* 
gation to further thought, and entitled to fpend the 
reft of his life in rural pleafures. He therefore 
ipared nothing that might contribute to the comple- 
tion of his felicity ; he procured the beft guns and 
horfes that the kingdom could fupply, paid large fa«^ 
laries to his groom and huntfman, and became the 
envy of the country for the difciplme of his hounds. 
But above all his other attainments, he was eminent 
for a breed of pointers and fetting-dogs, which by 
long and vigilant cultivation he had fo much im- 
proved, that not a partridge or heathcock could reft 
in fecurity, and game of whatever fpec^es that dared 
to light upon his manor, was beaten down by his 
(hot, or covered with his nets. 

My elder brother was very early initiated in the 
cfaace, and at an age when other boys are creeping like 
fnails unwillingly to fchool^ he could wind the horn^ 

beat 
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beat the bufhes, bound over hedges, and fwim rivers 
"When the huntfman one day broke his leg, he fup^ 
plied his place with equal abilities, and came home 
with the feat in his hat, stmidft the acclamation^ of 
the whole village. I being either delicate or timor- 
ous, lefs defirou^ of honour, or lefs capable of (ylvan 
heroifm, was always the favourite of my mother j be- 
caufe I kept my coat clean, and my complexion free 
from freckles, and did not come home like my bro- 
ther mired and taimed, hcfr carry corn in ray hat to 
the horfe, nor bring dirty curs into the parlour. 

My mother had not been taught to amofe herfdf 
with books, and being much inclined to defpife the 
ignorance and barbarity of the country ladies^ dit 
dained to learn th^ir fentiments or converfation, and 
had made no addition to the notions which (he had 
brought from the precin£ls of Comhill. She was, 
therefore, always recounting the glories of the city } 
enumerating the fuccefSon of mayors; celebrating 
the magnificence of the banquets at Guildhall; and 
relating the civilities paid her at the conipanxes feafts 
by men of whom fume are now made aldermen, fome 
have fined for (heriffs, and none are worth lefs than 
forty thoufand pounds. She frequently difplayed 
her father's greatnefs; told of the large bills which 
he had paid at fight; of the fums for which his word 
would pafs upon the Exchange ; the heaps of gold 
which he ufed on Saturday night to tofs about with a 
Ihovel ; the extent of his warehoufe, and the (Irength 
of his doors ; and when (he relaxed her imagination 
with lower fubjedks, defcribed the furniture of their 
country-houfe, or repeated the wit of the clerks and 
porters. 

By 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



iTiiS. THE RAMBLiltt. iif 

By thefe narratives I was fired with the fplimddur 
and dignity of Lmdon^ and of trade. I therefore 
devoted myfelf to a ihop, and warmed my imagina- 
tion from year to year with inquiries about the pri- 
vileges of a freeman, the power of the common coun- 
cil, the dignity of a wholefal^ dealer, and the gran- 
deur of mayoralty, to which my mother affured me 
that many had arrived who began the world with lefs 
than myfelf. 

I wasP very impatient to enter into a path, which 
led to fuch honour and felicity ; but was forced for 
a time to gidure fome repreifion of my eagemefs, for 
it was my grandfather's maxim, that a young man/el^ 
d&m makes much money ^ lono is out of his time before 
avo^iand^twenty. They thought it neceflary, there- 
fore^ to keep me at home till the proper age, with- 
out any other employment than that of learning mer- 
chants' accounts,, and the art of regulating books ; 
but at fength the tedious days elapfed, I was tranf- 
planted to town, and, with great fatisfadion to my- 
felf, bound to a haberdafher. 

JHy mailer, who had no conception of any vir- 
tue, merit, or dignity, but that of being rich, had 
all the good qualities which naturally arife from a 
clofe and unwearied attention to the main chance ; 
his defire to gain wealth was fo well tempered by the 
vanity of ihewing it, that without any other prin- 
ciple of adion, he lived in the efteem of the whole 
commercial world ; and was always treated with re- 
fpe£t by the only men, whofe good opinion he valued 
of folicited, thofe who were univerfally allowed to 
be richer than himfelf. 

By 
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By his inftniftions I learned in a; few ^eek$ to 
handle a yard with great dexterity, ro wind taptf 
neatly upon the ends of my .fingers^ and to make up 
parcels with exad frugalicy of paper and packthrcafd j 
and foon caught from my fellow-apprentkea tfce 
true grace of a counter bow, the carelefs air with 
which a fmall pair of fcales is to be held betwem 
the fingers, and the yigour anc^ ^rightlineft wtifc 
which the box, after the ribband has been cut, i^ re- 
turned into its place. Having no defire^of ay 
higher employment, and therefore applying att taf 
powers to the knowledge of my trade, I was quicldy 
mailer of all that could be known, became a crkick 
hi fmall wares, contrived new variations of figure^^ 
and new mixtures of colours, and was fometim6# 
confulted by the weavers when they projcfted iafiiiDns 
for the enfuing fpring. 

With all thefe accomplifhments, in the fotyth ycaf 
of my apprenticeftiip, I paid a rifit td my friends in 
the country, where I expeftcd t^ be received ^ a 
new ornament of the family, and confulted by fbe 
neighbouring gentlemen as a mafter of pecuniary 
knowledge, and by the ladies as an oracle of the mode« 
But unhappily, at the firft public table to wfaidh I 
was invited, appeared a fludent of the Temple, and an 
officer of the guards, who looked uponf me with a fmiltf 
of contempt, which deftroyed at once all ray hopes 
of diftinftion, fo that !• durfl hardly raife my eyes for 
fear of encountering their fuperiority of mien« Nor 
was my courage revivtd by smy opportunities of dif- 
playing my knowledge; for the templar entertained 
the company for part of the day with hiftorical narra^ 
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lives and political obfervations ; and the colonel af- 
terwards detailed the adventures of a birth-night, 
told the claims and expectations of the courtiers, 
and gave an account of aflemblies, gardens, and di- 
verfions. I, indeed, effayed to fill up a paufe in a 
parliamentary debate with a faint mention of trade 
and Spaniards; and once attempted, with fome 
warmth, to correal a grofs miftake about a filver 
breaft-knot; but neither of my antagonifts feemed 
to think a reply neceffary; they refumed their dif- 
courfe without emotion, and again engroffed the at- 
tention of the company ; nor did one of the ladies 
appear defirous to know my opinion of her drefs, or 
to hear how long the carnation (hot with white, that 
was then new amongil them, had been antiquated in 
town. 

As I knew that neither of thefe gentlemen had 
more money than myfelf, I could not difcover what 
had d^refied me in their prefence ; nor why they 
were confidered by others as more worthy of atteo- 
tion and refpedk; and therefore refolved, when we 
met again, to roufe my fpirit, and force myfelf into 
notice. I went very early to the next weekly meet- 
ing, and was entertaining a fmall circle very fucceff- 
fully with a minute reprefentarion of my lord mayor's 
ihow, when the colonel entered carelefs and5,gay, fat 
down with a kind of unceremonious civility, and 
without appearing to intend any interruption, drew 
my audience away to the other part of the room, i(> 
which I had not the courage to follow them. Soon 
after came in the lawyer, not indeed with the fame 
atcraftion of mien, but with greater powers of lan- 
guage ; and by one or other the company was fo 
. Vol* V. U happily 
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happily slmuled, that I was neither heard nor feen, 
nor was able to give any other proof of my exiftence 
than that I put round the glafs, and was in my turn 
permitted to name the toaft. 

My mother indeed endeavoured to comfort me in 
my vexation, by telling me, that perhaps thefe fliowy 
talkers were hardly able to pay every one his own ; 
that he who has money in his pocket need not care 
what any man fays of him ; that, if I minded my 
trade, the time will come when lawyers and foldiera 
would be glad to borrow out of my purfe ; and that 
it is fine, when a man can fet his hands to his fides, 
and fay he is worth forty thoufand pounds every day 
of the yean Thefe and many more fuch conibk- 
tions and encouragement^ I received from my good 
mother, which, however, did not much allay my un- 
eafinefs ; for having by fome accident heard, that 
the country ladies defpifed her as a cit, I had there- 
fore no longer much reverence for her opinions, but 
confidered her as one whofe ignorance and prejudice 
had hurried me, though without ill intentions, into a 
ftate of meannefs and ignominy, from which I could 
not find any poffibility of rifing to the rank which my 
anceftors had always held. 

I returned, however, to my mailer, and bufied my- 
felf among thread, and filks, and laces, but without 
my former cheerfulnefs and alacrity. I had now no 
longer any felicity in contemplating the exad difpo- 
fition of my powdered curls, the equal plaits of my 
ruffles, or the glofly blacknefs of my {hoes ; nor 
heard with my former elevation thofe compliments 
which ladies fometimcs condefcended to pay me 
upon my readinefs in twifting a paper, or counting 
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out the change. The term of Toung many with 
which I was romedmes honoured, as I carried a 
parcel to the door of a coach, tortured my imagina- 
tion ; I grew negligent of my perfon, and fullen in 
my temper, often miftook the demands of the cuf« 
tomers, treated their caprices and objedions with 
contempt, and received and difmifled them with furly 
filence. 

My mafter was afraid left the (hop fliould faffer by 
thig change of my behaviour ; and, therefore, after 
fome expoftulations, pofted me in the warehoufe, 
and preferved me from the danger and reproach of 
defertioji, to which my difcontent would certainly 
have urged me, had I continued any longer behind 
the counter. 

In the fixth year of my fervitude my brother died 
of drunken joy, for having run down a fox that had 
baffled all the packs in the province. I was now 
heir, and with the hearty confent of my mafter com« 
menced gentleman. The adventures in which my 
new character engaged me fhall be communicated ia 
another letter, by. Sir, 

Yours, &f^. 

M1SOCAPEJLU& 
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Numb. 117. Tuesday, Jpril ^o^ i75i« 

The gods they challenge, and affcA the ikies : 

HeavM on Olympus tott'ring OJfa flood ; 

On OJkt Pelion nods with all Lis wood. Port. 

To ih$ RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

'^O THING has more retarded the advance- 
•^^ ment of learning than the difpofition of vul- 
gar minds to ridicule and vilify what they cannot 
comprehend. All induftry mufl be excited by hope; 
and as the ftudent often propofes no other reward to 
himfelf than praife, he is eafily difcouraged by con- 
tempt and infult. He who brings with him into a 
clamorous multitude the timidity of redufe fpecula- 
tion, and has never hardened his front in publick life, 
or accullomed his pafTions to the viciditudes and ac« 
cidents, the triumphs and defeats of mixed converfa- 
tion, will bluih at the flare of petulant incredulity, 
and fuffer himfelf to be driven by a burft of laughter, 
from the fortreffes of demonftration. The mechanift 
will be afraid to afTert before hardy contradi&ion, 
the poflibility of tearing down bulwarks with a filk. 
worm's thread \ and the aflronomer of relating the 
rapidity of light, the diftance of the fixed flars, and 
the height of the lunar mountains. 

If 
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If I could by any eflforts have fliaken off this 
cowardice, I had not flieltered myfelf under a bor- 
rowed name, nor applied to you for the means of 
communicating to the public the theory of a gar- 
ret ; a fubjeft which, except fome flight and tranfient 
ftridures, has been hitherto negleded by thofe who 
were bed qualified to adorn it, either for want of 
leifure to profecute the various refearches in which 
a nice difcuffion muft engage them, or becaufe it re- 
quires fuch diverfity of knowledge, and fuch extent 
of curiofity, as is fcarcely to be found in any Angle 
intelled: or perhaps others forefaw the tumults 
which would be raifed againft them, and confined 
their knowledge to their own breads, and abandoned 
prejudice and folly to the direction of chance. 

That the profeflbrs of literature generally refide in 
the higheft ftories, has been immemorially obferved- 
The wifdom of the ancients was well acquainted 
with the intelleflual advantages of an elevated fitua- 
tion : why elfe were the Mufes ftationed on Olympus 
or Parnaffus by thofe who could with equal right 
have raifed them bowers in the vale of Tempe or 
crefted their altars among the flexures of Meander f 
Why was Jove himfelf nurfed upon a mountain ? or 
why did thegoddeffes, when the prize of beauty was 
contefted, try the caufe upon the top of Ida ? Such 
were the fiftions by which the great mafters of the 
earlier ages endeavoured to inculcate to pofterity 
the importance of a garret, which, though they had 
been long obfcured by the negligence and ignorance 
of fucceeding times, were well enforced by the cele- 
brated fymbol of Pythagoras ^ duBfJi^y nrytiyruu rfiU iyja 
v^oiTKCm ; " when the wind blows, worlhip its echo." 
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This could not but be underftood by his difciples as 
an inviolable injunftion to live in a garret, which I 
have found frequently vifited by the echo and the 
wind. Nor was the tradition wholly obliterated in 
ti\e age of Augti/iiUj for Tibullus evidently congra- 
tulates himfelf upon his garret, not without fome 
allufion to the Pythagorean precept. 



imjuvat immiUs ventos audire cubaatefn"--^^ 
jiut, gelidas hybernus aquas cumfuderit aufter^ 
$ecurum fomnos^ imtre juvante, fequi ! 

How fwcct in flccp to pafs the carelefs hours, 
Lull'd by the beating winds and dafhing (bowers [ 

And it is impoilible ,not to difcoyet the fondnefs 
of Lucretius^ an earlier writer, for a garret, in his 
defcription of the lofty towers of ferene learnings 
and of the pleafure with which a wife man looks 
down upon the confufed and erratick ftate of the 
world moving below him. 

Sed nil dulcius efty bene quhm muntta tenere 
jEdiid doBrind fapientum templa ferena ; 
Defpicere unde queas alios, pajftmque videre 
Errare, atque viam palanteis qtutrere vita. 



^Tis fwcet thy laboring fteps to guide 

To virtue's heights, with wifdom "well fupply'd. 
And all the magazines of learning fortify'd : 
From thence to look below on human kind, 
Bcwilder'd in the maze of life, and blind. Dryden. 



} 



The inflitution has, indeed, continued to our own 
time; the garret is ftill the ufual receptacle of the 
philofopher and poet; but this, like many ancient 
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cuftoms, is perpetuated only by an accidental imita- 
tion, without knowledge of the original reafon for 
which it was eftablifhed. 

Caufa latet \ res eft ncti/Jima* 

The caufe is fecret, but th' effed is known. Addisok* 

Conjectures have, indeed, been advanced concern- 
ing thefe habitations of literature, but without much 
fatisfadion to the judicious inquirer. Some have 
imagined, that the garret is generally chofen by the 
wits as mod eafily rented; and concluded that no 
man rejoices in his aerial abode, but on the days of 
payment. Others fufpeft, that a garret is chiefly 
convenient, as it is remoter than any other part of 
the houfe from the outer door, which is often ob- 
ferved to be infefted by vifitants, who talk inceflant* 
ly of beer, or linen, or a coat, and repeat the fame 
founds every morning, and fometimes again in the 
afternoon, without any variation, except that they 
grow daily more importunate and clamorous, and 
raife their voices in time from mournful murmurs to 
raging vociferations. This eternal monotony is aU 
ways deteftable to a man whofe chief pleafure is to 
enlarge his knowledge, and vary his ideas. Others 
talk of freedom from noife, and abftraftion from 
common bufmefs or amufements ; and fome yet 
more vifionary, tell us that the faculties are en- 
larged by open profpefts, and that the fancy is 
more at liberty, when the eye ranges without con- 
finement. 

Thefe convenlencies may perhaps all be found 
in a well-chofen garret; but furtly they cannot be 
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fuppofed fufficiently important to have operated un- 
variably upon different climates, diftant ages, and 
feparate nations. Of an univerfal praftice, there 
mull ftill be prefumed an univerfal caufe, which, 
however recondite and abftrufe, may be perhaps 
referved to make me illuftrious by its difcovery, and 
you by its promulgation. 

It is univerfally known that the faculties of the 
mind are invigorated or weakened by the ftate of 
the body, and that the body is in a great meafure 
regulated by the various compreffions of the ambient 
element. The efFeds of the air in the production 
or cure of corporeal maladies have been acknow- 
ledged from the time of Hippocrates ; but no man 
has yet fufficiently confidered how far it may influ- 
ence the operations of the genius, though every day 
aflfords inftances of local underflanding, of wits and 
reafoners, whofe Acuities are adapted to fome fmgle 
fpot, and who, when they are removed to any other 
place, fink at once into filence and ftupidity. I 
\ have difcovered, by a long feries of obfervations, 

ithat invention and elocution fuiFer great impedi* 
ments from denfe and impure vapours, and that the 
tenuity of a defecated air at a proper diftance from 
tha furface of the earth, accelerates the fancy, and 
fets at liberty thofe intelleftual powers which were 
before fliackled by too ftrong attraftion, and unable 
to expand themfelves under the preffure of a grofs 
atmofphere. I have found dulnefs to quicken into 
fentiment in a thin ether, as water, though not 
very hot, boils in a receiver partly exhaufted ; and 
heads, in appearance empty, have teemed with no* 
tions upon lifmg ground, as the flaccid fides of a 
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football would have fwelled out into ftiffnefs and ex- 
tenfion. 

For this reafon I never think myfelf qualified to 
judge decifively of any man's faculties, whom I 
have only known in one degree of elevation; but 
take fome opportunity of attending him from the 
cellar to the garret, and try upon him all the vari- 
ous degrees of rarefadion and condenfation, tenfion 
and laxity. If he is neither vivacious aloft, nor 
ferious below, I then confider him as hopelefs ; but 
as it feldom happens, that 1 do not find the temper 
to which the texture of bis brain is fitted, I accom- 
modate him in time with a tube of mercury, firft 
marking the points mod favourable to his intelleCb, 
according to rules which I have long fiudied, and 
which I may, perhaps, reveal to mankind in a com- 
plete treatife of barometrical pneumatology. 

Another caufe of the gaiety and fprightllnefs of 
the dwellers in garrets is probably the increafe of 
that vertiginous motion, with which we are carried 
round by the diurnal revolution of the earth. The 
power of agitation upon the fpirits is well known; 
every man has felt his heart lightened in a rapid 
vehicle, or on a galloping horfe; and nothing is 
plainer, than that he who towers to the fifth (lory, 
is whirled through more fpace by every circumro- 
tation, than another that grovels upon the ground- 
floor. The nations between the tropicks are known 
to be fiery, inconflant, inventive, and fanciful j be- 
caufe, living at the utmoft length of the earth'a 
diameter, they are carried about with more fwiftnefs 
than thofe whom nature has placed nearer to the 
poles ; and therefore, as it beco es a wife man to 
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ftriigglc with the inconveniencies of his country, 
whenever celerity and acutenefs are requifite, we 
muft aduate our languor by taking a few turns round 
the center in a garret. 

If you imagine that I afcribe to air and motion 
effefts which they cannot produce, I defire you to 
confult your own memory, and confider whether you 
have never known a man acquire reputation in his 
garret, which, when fortune or a patron had placed 
bim upon the firft floor, he was unable to maintain ; 
and who never recovered his former vigour of 
underftanding, till he was reftored to his original 
iituation. That a garret will make every man a wit, 
I am very far from fuppofmg; I know there are 
ibme who would continue blockheads even on the 
fummit of the Andes^ or on the peak of Teneriffe. 
But let not any man be confidered as unimproveable 
till this potent remedy has been tried ; for perhaps 
he was formed to be great only in a garret, as the 
joiner of Aretaus was rational in no other place but 
bis own fliop. 

I think a frequent removal to various diftances 
from the center, fo neceffary to a juft eftimate of in- 
telleftual abilities, and confequently of fo great ufe 
in education, that if I hoped that the publick could 
be perfuaded to fo expenfive an experiment, I would 
propofe, that there (hould be a cavern dug, and a 
tower erefted, like thofe which Baccn defcribes in 
Solomon's houfe, for the expanfion and concentration 
of underftanding, according to the exigence of dif- 
ferent employments, or conftitutions. Perhaps fome 
that fume away in meditations upon time and fpace 
in the tower, might compofe tables of interefl at a 
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certain depth ; and he that upon level ground (lag- 
nates in filence, or creeps in narrative, might at the 
height of half a mile, ferment into merriment, fparkle 
with repartee, and froth with declamation. 

Addifon obferves, that we may find the heat of 
TtrgiV^ climate, in fome lines of his Georgick: fo, 
when I read a compofition, I immediately determine 
the height of the author's habitation. As an ela* 
borate performance is commonly faid to fmell of 
the lamp, my commendation of a noble thought, a 
fprightly fally, or a bold figure, is to pronounce it 
frefh from the garret ; an exprefBon which would 
break from me u^n the perufal of moft of your 
papers, did I not believe, that you fometimes quit 
the garret, and afcend into the cock-lofr. 

Hypbrtatus. 
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Numb, 118. Saturday, May /^^ ^75^" 

Qmnet iUacrymalnkt 
UrgtntUTy ignotique longd 
Node. HoR. 

In endlds night they ileepi unwept, unknown. Francis. 

CICERO has, with his ufual elegance and 
magnificence of language^ attempted, in his re- 
lation of the dream of Scipk^ to depreciate thofe 
honours for which he himfelf appears to have panted 
with reftlefs folicitude, by fliewing within what 
l^row limits all that fame and celebrity which maA 
can hope for from men is circumfcribed. 

** You fee," fays Africanus^ pointing at the earth» 
from the celeftial regions, *^ that the globe affigned 
*^ to the refidence and habitation of human bdngs 
*' is of fmall dimenfions : how then can you ob- 
** tain from the praife of men, any glory worthy of 
^ a wiih ? Of this little world the inhabited parts 
^^ are neither numerous nor wide; even the fpots 
*' ^here men are to be found are broken by inter- 
*^ vening deferts, and the nations are fo feparated 
^ as that nothing can be tranfmitted from one to 
*^ another. With the people of the fouth, by whom 
^ the oppofite part of the earth is poflefled, you have 
no intercourfe; and by how fmall a traft do 
you communicate with the countries of the 
** north? The territory which you inhabit is no more 
^^ than a fcanty ifland, inclofed by a fmall body of 

" water. 
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** water, to which you give the name of the great fea 
^' and the Ailantick ocean. And even in this known 
*• and frequented continent, what hope can you en- 
•* tertain, that your renown will pafs the ftream of 
*' Ganges^ or the cliffs of Caucafus ? or by whom will 
** your name be uttered in the extremities of the 
^ north or fouth, towards the rifing or the fetting 
** fun? So narrow is the fpace to which your fame 
*^ can be propagated, and even there how long will 
^ it remain ?" 

He then proceeds to aflign natural caufes why fame 
IS not only narrow in its extent, but fliort in its dura- 
tion ; he obferves the difference between the compu- 
tation of time in earth and heaven, and declares, that 
accordmg to the celeftial chronology, no human ho- 
nours can lail a fingle year. 

Such are the objections by which Tul/y has made 
a fiiew of difcouraging the purfuit of fame; objeflions 
which fuffidently difcover his tendernefs and regard 
for his darling phantom. Homer j when the plan of 
his poem made the death of Patroclus neceffary, re- 
folved, at lead, that he Ihould die with honour ; and 
therefore brought down againft him the patron god 
of Troy^ and left to HeSlor only the mean tafk of giving 
the laft blow to an enemy whom a divine hand had 
difabled from refiftance. Thus Tully ennobles fame, 
which he profeffes to degrade, by oppofing it to ce« 
leftial happinefs; he confines not its extent but by the 
boundaries of nature, nor contracts its duration but by 
reprefenting it fmall in the eftimation of fuperior 
beings. He ftill admits it the higheft and nobleft of 
terreftrial obje£ts, and alleges little more againft it, 
than that it is neither without end, nor without limits. 

What 
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. What might be the effe£t of thefe obfervations con-^ 
veyed in Ciceronian eloquence to Roman undefftaad- 
ings, cannot be determined} but few of tbofe who 
fliall in the prefent age read my humble verfion will 
find themfelves much deprefled in their hopes, or re- 
tarded in their defigns ; for I am not inclined to be« 
lieve, that they who among us pafs their lives in the 
cultivation of knowledge, or acquifition c^ power, 
have very anxioufly inquired what opinions prevail 
on the further banks of the Ganges^ or invigorated 
any eflFort by the defire of fpreading their renown 
among the clans of Caucafus. The hopes and fears 
of modem minds are content to range in a narrower 
compafs ; a (ingle nation, and a few years have ge- 
nerally fufficient amplitude to fill our imaginations. 

A little confideration will indeed teach us, that 
&ine has other limits than mountains and oceans; 
and that he who places happinefs in the frequent re- 
petition of his name, may fpend his life in propagat- 
ing it, without any danger of weeping for new worlds, 
or neceffity of paffing the Atlaniick fea. 

The numbers to whom any real and perceptible 
good or evil can be derived by the greateft power, or 
moil aflive diligence, are inconfiderable; and where 
neither benefit nor mifchief operate, the only motive 
to the mention or remembrant:e of others is euriofity y 
a paffion, which, though in fome degree univerfally 
aflbciated to reafon, is eafily confined, overborn, of 
diverted from any particular objed* 

Among the lower claiTes ot mankind, there v^ill 
be found very little defire of any other knowledge, 
than what may contribute immediately to the relief 
of fome preiTmg un^fine&, or the attainment of 
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fbme near advantage. The Turks are faid to hear with 
wonder a propofal to walk out only that they may 
walk back; and inquire why any man fliould labour 
for nothing : fo thofe whofe condition has always re- 
firained them to the contemplation of their own ne'« 
ceflities, and who have been accuftomed to look 
forward only to a fmall diftance, will fcarcely under- 
ftand, why nights and days ihould be fpent in ftudies^ 
which end In new (tudies, and which, according to 
Malherbeh obfervation, do not tend to leflen the 
price of bread ; nor will the trader or manufafturer 
cafily be perfuaded, that much pleafure can arife 
from the mere knowledge of adions, performed in 
remote regions, or in diftant times ; or that any thing 
can deferve their inquiry, of which xA&'oc oiov oiidofAsuy 
^a rt ti^ivy we can only hear the report, but which 
cannot influence our lives by any confequences. 

The truth is, that very few have leifure from in- 
difpcnfable bufmefs, to employ their thoughts upon 
narrative or charaders.; and among thofe to whom 
fortune has given the liberty of living more by their 
own choice, m^y create to themfelves engagements, 
hy the indulgence of fome petty ambition, the ad- 
miffion of fome infatiable defire, or the toleration of 
fome predominant paflion. The man whofe whole 
wi(h is to accumulate money, has no other care than 
to colled intereft, to cflimate fecurities, and to en- 
gage for mortgages: the lover difdains to turn his 
ear to any other name than that of Corinna ; and the 
courtier thinks the hour loft, which is not fpent in 
promoting his intereft, and facilitating his advance- 
ment. The adventures of valour, and the difcove- 
ries of fcience, will find a cold reception, when they 
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are obtruded upon an attention thus bufy with its fa- 
Tourite amufement, and impatient of interruption or 
difturbance. 

But not only fuch employments as feduce atten- 
tion by appearances of dignity, or promifes of hap- 
pinefs, may reftrain the mind from excurfion and in- 
quiry ; curiofity may be equally deftroycd by lefs for- 
midable enemies; it may be dii&pated in trifles, or 
congealed by indolence* '^The fportfman and the 
man of drefs have their heads filled with a fox or a 
horfe-race, a feather or a ball ; and live in ignorance 
of every thing befide, with as much content as he that 
heaps up gold, or folicits preferment, digs the fields 
or beats the anvil ; and fome yet lower in the ranks 
of intelle£t, dream out their days without pleafure or 
bufinefs, without joy or forrow, nor ever roufe from 
their lethargy to hear or think. 

Even of thofe who have dedicated themfelves to 
knowledge, the hr greater part have confined their 
curiofity to a few objefts, and have very little inclina- 
tion to promote any fame, but that which their own 
ftudies entitle them to partake. The naturalift has 
no defire to know the opinions or conjeftures of the 
philologer: the botanift looks upon the aftronomcr 
as a being unworthy of his regard : the lawyer fcarcc- 
ly hears the name of a phyfician without contempt ; 
and he that is growing great and happy by eleftrily- 
ing a bottle, wonders how the world can be engaged 
by trifling prattle about war or peace. 

If, therefore, he that imagines the world filled with 
his actions and praifes, fliall fubdud from the num- 
ber of his encomiafts, all thofe who are placed below 
the flight of fame, and who hear in the vallies of life 
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no voice but that of necefEty ; all thofe who Imagine 
themfelves too important to regard him, and confider 
the mention of his name as an ufurpation of their 
time; all who are too much or too b'ttle pleafed 
with themfelves, to attend to any thing external ; all 
who are attracted by pleafure, or chamed down by 
pain, to unvaried ideas ; all who are withheld from 
attending his triumph by'diflferent purfuits; and all 
who flumber in univerfal negligence ; he will find his 
renown ftraitened by nearer bounds than the rocks of 
Caucafusy and perceive that no man can be venerable 
or formidable, but to a fmall part of 'his fellow-crea- 
tures. 

That we may not languifh in our endeavours after 
excellence, it is ncceflary, that, as Africanm counfels 
his defcendant, ** we raife our eyes to higher pro- 
** fpefts, and contemplate our future and eternal 
" ftate, without giving up our hearts to the praife 
" of crowds, or fixing our hopes on fuch rewards as 
^ human power can beftow." 
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Kt^MB. 119. TuisDAT, Mtgfj^ lygu 

Faults lay on either £de the Trpjan tow'n. JClp bins ton. 

To ihi RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

As, notwithftanding all that wit, or malice, or 
^^ pride, or prudence, will be able to fuggeft, 
men and women mufl: at lad pafs tlieir lives together, 
I have never therefore thought thofe wrfte^s ^friehds 
to human happinefs, who endeavour to excite ia 
cither fex a general contempt or fufpicion of the 
other. To perfuade them who are entering the 
world, and looking abroad for a fuitable afibciate« 
that all are equally vicious, or equally ridiculous; 
that they who truft are certainly betrayed, and they 
who efteem are always difappointed ; is not to 
awaken judgment, but to inflame temerity. With- 
out hope there can be no caution. Thofe who are 
convinced, that no reafon for preference can be 
found, will never harafs their thoughts with doubt 
and deliberation ; they will refolve, fince they are 
doomed to mifery, that no needlefs anxiety fhall dif- 
turb their quiet; they will plunge at hazard into 
the crowd, and fnatch the firft hand that fhali be held 
toward them. 

That the world is overrun with vice, cannot be 
denied} but vice, however predominant, has not 
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yet gained an unlimited dominion. Simple ^d 
uomi^gled good is not in our power, but we may 
generally efcape a greater evil by fuffering a lefs ; 
l^d therefore, thofe who undertake to initiate the 
young and ignorant in the knowledge of life, fhould 
he careful to inculcate the poffibility of virtue and 
happiiiiefs, and to encourage endeavours by profped) 
of fuccefs. 

You, perhaps^ do not fufped, that thefe are the fen- 
timents of one who has been fubjeft for many years 
to all the hardOiips of antiquated virginity ; has been 
long accuftomed to the coldnefs of negle£b, and th^ 
petulance of infult ; has been mortified in full af« 
fenibUes by enc][uiries after forgotten fafhions, games 
long difufed, and wits and beauties of ancient re- 
nown; has been invited, with i;nalicious importu- 
nity, to the fecond wedding of many acquaintances ; 
l[ias been ridiculed by two generations of coquets 'm 
whifpers intended to be heard ; and been long con- 
fidered by the airy and gay, as too venerable for 
familiarity, and too wife for pleafure. It is indeed 
natural for injury to provoke anger, and by con- 
tinual repetition to produce an habitual afperity; 
yet I have t^itlferto flruggled with fo much vigilance 
^g^nft ipy pride and my refentment, that I hj^ve 
prcferved my temper uncorrupted. I have not yet 
mf^de it any part qf my employment to collejft fen- 
tences againfl: marriage; nor ^in inclined to lefTen 
the nuipber of the few friends whom time has left 
me, by ob(lrufting that happinefs which I cannot 
p^^rtake, and venting my vexation in cenlures of the 
forwardnefs and indifcretion qf girls, or the incqn- 
ftancy, tafteiis^nefsj and perfidy of pi^p. 

' .Xz It 
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It is, indeed, not very difficult to bear that con- 
dition to which we are not condemned by necef- 
fity, but induced by obfervation and choice; and 
therefore I, perhaps, have never yet felt all the ma- 
lignity with which a reproach, edged with the ap. 
pellation of old maid, fwells fome of thofe hearts 
in which it is infixed. I was not condemned in 
my youth to folitude, either by indigence or de- 
formity, nor paffed the earlier part of life without 
the flattery of courtfliip, and the joys of triumph. 
I have danced the round of gaiety amidft the mur- 
murs of envy, and gratulations of applaufe ; been 
attended from pleafure to pleafure by the great, the 
fprightly, and the vain ; and feen my regard foli- 
cited by the obfequioufnefs of gallantry, the gaiety 
of wit, and the timidity of love. If, therefore, I 
am yet a ilrangcr to nuptial happinefs, I fuffer 
only the confequences of my own refolves, and 
can look back upon the fucceffion of lovers, whofc? 
addreffes I have rejefted without grief^ and without 
malice. 

When my name firft began to be infcribed upon 
glafles, I was honoured with the amorous pro- 
feffions of the gay Venujlulus^ a gentleman, who, 
being the only fon of a wealthy family, had been 
educated in all the wantonnefs of expence, and 
foftnefs of effeminacy. He was. beautiful in his 
perfon, and eafy in his addrefs, and, therefore, 
foon gained upon my eye at an age when the 
fight is very little over-ruled by the underftand- 
ing. He had not any power in himfelf of glad- 
dening or amufing ; but fupplied his want of con* 
verfation by - treats and diverfioss \ and his chief 
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art of courtfhip was to fill the mind of his miftrefe 
with parties, rambles, mufick, and (hews. We were 
often engaged in fhorj excurfions to gardens^ and feats, 
and I was for a while pleafed with the care which 
Venujiulus difcovered in fecuring me frqm any appear- 
ance of dagger, or poffibility of niifchance. He 
never failed to recommend caution to his coachman, 
or to promife the waterman a reward if he landed us 
fafe; and always contrived to return by day-light 
for fear of robbers. This extraordinary folicitude 
^was reprefented for a time as the eflfeft of his ten- 
dernefs for me; but fear is too ftrong for con- 
tinued hypocrify. I foon difcovered, that Venujiu* 
lus had the cowardice as well as elegance of a fe- 
male. His imagination was perpetually clouded 
with terrors, and he could fcarcely refrain from 
fcreams and outcries at any accidental furprife. He 
durft not enter a room if a rat was heard behind the 
wainfcot, nor crofs a field where the cattle were 
. frilking in the funfhine ; the Icaft breeze that waved 
upon the river was a ftorm, and every clamour in 
the ftreet was a cry of fire. I have feen him lofe 
his colour when my fquirrel had broke his chain; 
and was forced to throw water in his face on the 
fudden entrance of a black cat. Compaflion once 
obliged me to drive away with my fan, a beetle 
that kept him in diftrefs, and chide off a dog that 
yelped at his heels, to which he would gladly have 
given up me to facilitate his own efcape. Wo- 
men naturally expeft defence and protedion from 
a lover or a hufband, and therefore you will not think 
me culpable in refufing a wretch, who would have 
burdened life with unneceffary fears, and flown to 
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inie for that fucicour which it was his duty to havb 
^iven. 

My next lover was Fungofay the fon of a ftock^ 
'jobber, whofe vifits my friends, by the importunity 
of perfuafion, prevailed upon me to allow. Fa/J- 
gofa was no very fuitable companion; for having 
beeh bred in a counting-houfe, he fpoke a langua^ 
unintelligible in any other place. He had no defire 
of any reputation but that of an acute prognbflicatbr 
of the changes in the funds ; nor had any means of 
T^fmg merrimerit, but by tellihg hoW fomebody was 
ovdrrcached in a bargain by his father. He was, hot^- 
cver, a youth of great fobriety and prudence, and frc-» 
qiiently informed us how carefully he would iiti* 
provfe Vny fortune. I was not in hafte to conclude 
the match, but was fo much awed by my paitnts^ 
that I dutfl not difmifs him, and might perhaps have 
been doomed for ever to the groffnefs of pedlary, and 
the jargon of ufury, had not a fraud been difcovered 
in the fetrlement, which fet me free from the perfeca- 
tSqn of groveling pride, and pecuniary impudence. 

I was afterwards fix months without any particol^ 
notice, but at laft became the idol of the glittering 
Ttofculusj who prefcribed the mode of embroidery to 
"all the fops of his time, and varied at pleafure the 
cocic of every hat, and the fleeve of every coat that 
appeared in fafliionable affemblies. Flofculus made 
fome impreffion upon my heart by a compliment 
^hich few ladies can hear without emotion ; he com- 
irierided my ikill in drefs, my judgment in fiiiting 
colours, and my airt in difpofing ornaments. Biit 
Flojculus yfz% too much engaged by his own elegance, 
to Be fufficieAtly attentive to the duties of a lover, 
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er to pleafe ynih varied praife an ear made deUcalt 
\>y riot of adulation. He exped:ed to be repaid part 
of his tribute, and ftaid away three day6» becaufe I 
fk^Ieded to take notice of a nev coat. I quid^ly 
^uod, tb^t Fiofculm was rather a rival than an ad* 
mirer ; and that we fliould probably live in a perpe* 
tual ftruggle of emulous finery» and fpend our livea 
Ia ftrat^gems to be firft in the faihion. 

I had foon after the honour at a feaft of attrafling 
the eyes of Dentatusj one of thofe human bemgs whofe 
^y happinefs is to dine. Dentatm regaled me with 
foreign varieties, told me of meafures that he ha4 
laid for procuring the beft cook jn France, and en- 
tertained me with bills of fare, prefcribed the v« 
rangement of difhes, and taught me two fauces in« 
vented by himie|f. At length, fuch is the uncer- 
tainty of human happinefs, I declared my opinion 
too haftily upon a pie made under bis own direction ; 
after which he grew fo cold and negligent, that he 
was eafily difmifled. 

Many other lovers, or pretended lovers, I have 
had the honour to lead a while in triumph. But 
two of them I drove from me, by difcovering that 
they had no tafte or knowledge in mufick ; three I 
difmiffi^d, becaufe they were drunkards ; two, be- 
caufe they paid their addrefles at the fame time to 
other ladies ; and fix, becaufe they attempted to in- 
fluence my choice by bribing my maid. Two more 
I difcarded at the fecond vifit for obfcene allufions ; 
and five for drollery on religion. In the latter part 
of my reign, I fentenced two to perpetual exile, for 
offering me fettlements, by which the children of a 
former marriage would have been injured j four, for 
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reprefenting falfely the value of their eftates ; three 
for concealing their debts ; and one, for raffing the 
rent of a decrepit tenant. 

I have now fent you a narrative, which the ladies 
may oppofe to the tale of Hymenaus. I mean not to 
depredate the fex which has produced poets and phi- 
lofophers, heroes and martyrs; but will not fuSer 
the rifing generation of beauties to be dejefted by 
partial fatire ; or to imagine that thofe who ^enfured 
them have not likewife their follies, and their vices. 
I do not yet believe happinefs unattainable in mar- 
riage, though I have never yet been able to find a 
man, with whom I could prudently venture an infe- 
parable union. It is neceffary to expofe faults, that 
their deformity may be feen ; but the reproach ought 
not to be extended beyond the crime, nor either fex 
to be condemned, becaufe fome women,- or men, are 
indelicate or diihoneft. 

I am, &c«. 

TaAKquiLLA^ 
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Numb. 120. Saturday, May 11, 1751, 

Redditum Cyrl foUo pbraatetif 
Dt/Jideni plebK numero heatorum 
JEximit vifiWf populumque falfis 

Dedocct ut\ 
Voc'dw* T^Q\^ 

True virtue can the crowd untcach 

Their falfe miftaken forms of fpeech; 

Virtue to crowds a foe profeft, 

Difdains to number with the blefl: 

Phraates<t hy his flaves ador'd. 

And to the Parthian crown reftor^d, Francis* 

YN th^ reign of Jenghiz Can^ conqueror of thceaft, 
■*' in the city of Samarcandy lived Nouradin the mer- 
chant, renowned throughout all the regions of India^ 
for the extent of his commerce, and the integrity of 
jiis dealings. His warehoufes were filled with all the 
commodities of the rernoteft nations j every rarity of 
nature, every curiofity of art, whatever was valuable, 
whatever was ufeful, haded to his hand. The ftreets 
were crowded with his carriages ; the fea was cover- 
ed with his fhips ; the ftreams of Oxn^ were wearied 
with conveyance, and every breeze of the iky wafted 
wealth to Nouradin. 

At length Nouradin felt himfe^f feized with a flow 
malady, which he firft endeavoured to divert by ap- 
plication, and aftei'wards to relieve by luxury and in- 
dulgence ; but finding his ftrength every day lefs, 
(le was at laft terrified, and (ailed for help upon the 

fegei 



Digitized by VjOOQI^ 



514 THE RAMBLER. N^ 110; 

iages of phyfick; they filled his apartments with 
alezipharmicks, reftoratives^ and eflential virtues; 
the pearls of the ocean were diflblved, the fpices of 
Arabia were diftiiled, and all the powers of nature 
were employed to give new fpirits to his nerves, and 
new balfam to his blood. Houradin was for fome 
time amufed with promifes, invigorated with cor- 
dials, or foothed with anodynes; but the difeafe 
preyed upon his viuls, and he foon difcovered with 
indignation, that health was not to be bought. He 
was confined to his chamber, deferted by his phy- 
ficians, and rarely vifited by his friends; but his 
unwillingnefs to die flattered him long with hopes 
of life. 

At length, having palTed the night in tedious lan« 
guor, he called to him Almamoulin^ his only fon, 
and difmiiTrng his attendants, ^^ My fon,'' fays hit^ 
*' behold here the weaknefs and iragility of man j 
^^ look backward a few days, thy fisither was great 
*^ and happy, frefh as the vernal rofe, and ftrong as 
^< the cedar of the mountain ; the nations of Afia 
<< drank his dews, and art and commerce delighted 
<< in his (hade. Malevolence beheld me, and fighed : 
^^ His root, ihe cried, is fixed in the depths ; it is 
** watered by the fountains of Qxus ; it fends out 
*^ branches afar, «nd bids defiance to the blaft:; pru* 
** dence reclines againft his trunk, and profperity 
** dance's on his top. Now, Almamouliny look upon 
^^ me withering and proftrate ; look upon me, and 
^' attiend. I have* trafficked, I have profpered, I 
<' have rioted in gain; my houfis is fplendid, my 
*' fervants are numerous ; yet I difpjayed only a 
^^ fmaU par t -of 4ny riches; thereft^^ which i was bin* 

<« dered 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



JTild. THE RAMBLER. 315 

•« dered from enjoying by the fear of raifing envy, or 
^' tempting rapacity, I have piled in towers, I havft 
^' buried in caverns, I have hidden in fecret repofi*- 
*' tories, which this fcroU will difcover. My pur^ 
'^ pofe was, after ten months more fpent in com- 
^* merce, to have withdrawn my wealth to a fafer 
** country ; to have given feven years to delight and 
*' feftivity^ and the remaining part of my days to 
^^ folitude and repentance ; bat the hand of death 
** is upon me ; a frigorifick torpor encroaches upoti 
** my veins ; I am now leaving the produce of mf 
^* toil, which it muft be thy bufmefs to enjoy with 
^* wifdom.** The thought of leaving his wealth 
filled NoUradin with fuch grief, that he fell into coa- 
vulfions, became delirious, and expired. 

Atmamoulinj who loved his fether, was touched a 
while with honeft forrow, and fat two hours in pro* 
found meditation, without perufing the paper which 
he held in his hand. He then retired to his own 
chafmber, as overborne with af&idion, and there read 
the inventory of his new -poflfeiSdns, which fwelled 
•his heart with fuch tranfports, that he no longer la- 
lihented his father's death. He was now fufficiently 
'edmpofed to order a funeral of modeft magnificence, 
foftable at once to the rank of Nouradin*% profeffion, 
'^nd the reputation of bis wealth. The two next 
nights he fpent in vifiting the tower and the caverns, 
^iid found the treafures greater to his eye than to his 
hnagination. 

Almamoulin had been brec^ to the pradkice of exaft 
frtlgaKty, and liad often looked with envy on the 
tenery and efxpenees of other young men : he theie- 
Tdre believed, that happinefs Ms now in his power, 
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iince he could obtain all of which he had hitherto 
been .accuftomed to regret the want. He refolved 
to give a loofe to his defires, to revel in enjoyment, 
and feel pain or uneafinefs no more. 
. He immediately procured a fplendid equipage, 
drefled his fervants in rich embroidery, and covered 
Jiis horfes with goldon caparifons. He fhoweied 
down iilver on the populace, and fufiered their ac- 
clamations to fwell him with infolence. The nobles 
faw him with anger, the wife men of the ftate com- 
bined agalnil him, the leaders of armies threatened 
his deftrudion. Almamoulin was informed of his 
danger : he put on tbcTobe of mourning in the pre- 
sence of his enemies, and appeafed them with gold, 
and gems, and fupplication. 

He then fought to ftrengthen himfelf, by an al- 
liance with the princes of Tartary^ and offered the 
price of kingdoms for a wife of poble birth. His 
fuit was generally rejefted, and his prefents refufed ; 
but the princefsof Ajiracan once condefcended to ad- 
mit him to her prefence. She received him fitting 
on a throne, attired in the robe of royalty, and 
fhining with the jewels of Golcmda ; command . 
.fparkled in her eyes, and dignity towered on her 
forehead. Almamoulin approached and trembled. 
She faw his confufion and difdained him : How, fays 
.Ihe, dares the wretch hope my obedience, who thus 
.flirinks at my glance ? Retire, and enjoy thy riches 
in fordid oftentation ; thou waft born to be wealthy, 
but never canft be great. 

He then contraded his defires to more private 
and domeftick pleafures. He built palaces, be laid 
QUt gardens, ^e cbs^iged the fac? of the land, he 
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tranfplanted forefts, he levelled mountains, opened 
profpefts into diftant regions, poured fountains from 
the tops of turrets, and rolled rivers through new 
channels. 

Thefe amufements pleafed him for a time ; bu{ 
languor and wearinefs foon invaded him. His bowers 
loft their fragrance, and the waters murmured with- 
out notice. He purchafed large trafts of land in 
diftant provinces, adorned them with houfes of plea- 
fure, and diverfified them with accommodations for 
different feafons. Change of place at firft relieved 
his fatiety, but all the novelties of fituation were foon 
exhaufted ; he found his heart vacant, and his defires, 
for want of external objefts, ravaging himfelf. 

He therefore returned to Samarcand, and fet open 
his doors to thofe whom idlenefs fends out in fearch 
of pleafure. His tables were always covered with 
delicacies ; wines of every vintage fparkled in his 
bowls, and his lamps fcattered perfumes. The found 
of the lute, and the voice of the finger, chafed away 
fadnefs ; every hour was crowded with pleafure ; and 
the day ended and began with feafts and dances, and 
revelry and merriment. AlmamouUn cried out, '* I 
** have at laft found the ufe of riches ; I am fur- 
•* rounded by companions, who view my greatnefs 
^* without envy ; and I enjoy at once the raptures of 
*' popularity, and the fafeiy of an obfcure ftation. 
♦^ What trouble can he feel, whom all are ftudious 
*' to pleafe, that they may be repaid with pleafure ? 
** What danger can he dread, to whom every man 
^Ms a friend?" 

Such were the thoughts of ^AlmamouUn^ as he 
looked down from a gallery upon the gay aflembly,* 
* ' regaling 
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regaling at his cxpence ; but in the midft of this 
foUloquy, an officer of juftice entered the houfe^ and 
in the form of legal citation, fummoned Almanwutin to 
appear before the emperor. The guefts flood awhile 
aghafl, then ftol^ imperceptibly ^way, and he ivas 
led oflf vitfaout a fmgle voice to witnefs his integrity. 
He now found one of his mofl frequent yiiitant^ ac<» 
cufmg him of treafon, in hopes of fharing his con« 
fifcation; yet, unpatronUsed 9.ad unfupporteds he 
cleared himfelf by the opennefs of innocence, amd 
the confiftenqe of truth ; he was difmifled vith ^g^ 
nour, ^nd his accufer perifhed in prji^o^• 

AbiamMlin now perceived with how little reaib^ 
he had hoped for juftice or fidelity firp^n tl\ofe wJl^o 
live only tp gratify their feufes \ aixd, being now 
weary with vain experiments upon life and fruitl^f 
refearches after felicity, he had recpurfe to a fagej 
who, after fpending his youth in travel and obfer?^ 
lion, had retired from all hums^ cares, to a fn^all 
habitation on the banks of Qx^, ^l^here he cp^verfed 
only with fuch as folicited his counfeL '^ brother,'' 
f^id the phiiofopher, ^' thou hafl (ufl[ered thy refifqa 
to be deluded by idle hopes, and fallacious ^^ 
pearances. Having long looked with defire upon 
riches, thou hafl taught thyfelf to think th^in 
more valuable than nature defigned them, and to 
expe£k from them, what experience has now taught 
thee, that they cannot give. That they do nctf 
confer wifdoip, thou m^yeft )?e co^xvinc^d, by <:^9n* 
fidering at how dear a price they tempted thee, 
upon thy firfl entrance into the world, to purch^fe; 
the empty found of vulgar ^cclapv^tipn* That 
^ they cannot beftow fortitude or magnaoimity, that 
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** man may be certain, who ftood trembling at AJlra^ 
" catty before a being not naturally fuperior to him- 
** felf. That they will not fupply unexhaufted plea- 
^^ fure, the recollection of forfaken palaces, and 
•* neglefted gardens, will eafily inform thee. That 
•* they rarely purchafe friends, thou didft foon dif- 
" cover, when thou wert left to ftand thy trial un- 
^^ countenanced and alone. Tet think not riches 
^ ufelefs ; there are purpofes to which a wife maa 
*' may be delighted to apply them ; they may, by a 
** rational diftribution to thofe who want them, eafe 
** the pains of helplefs difeafe, ftiU the throbs of reft- 
^^ lefs anxiety, relieve innocence from oppreflion, and 
<< raife imbecility to cheerfulnefs and vigour. Thi$ 
f^ they will enable thee to perform, and this will 
V afford the only happinefs ordained for our prefent 
^^ ftate, the confidence of divine favour, and the 
^< hope of future rewards." 
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Numb. 121. Tuesday, May 14, 17514 

indiatoresy fervum pum I Ho &• 

Away, ye imitators, fervile herd ! titPHiHsroii. * 

T HAVE been informed by a letter from one of 

^ the univerfities, that among the youth from 
whom the next fwarm of reafoners is to learn philo- 
fophy, and the next flight of beauties to hear elegies 
and fonnets, there are many, who, inftead of endea« 
vouring by books and meditation to form their own 
opinions, content themfelves with the fecondary 
knowledge, which a convenient bench in a coffee^' 
houfe can fupply ; and without any examination or 
di(tin6lion, adopt the criticifms and remarks, which 
happen to drop from thofe who have rifen, by merit 
or fortune, to reputation and authority. 

Thefe humble retailers of knowledge my corre- 
fpondent fligmatizes with the name of Echoes ; and 
feems defirous that they (hould be made afhamed of 
lazy fubmifTion, and animated fo attempts after new 
difcoveries, and original fentiments. 

It is very natural for young men to be vehementj^ 
acrimonious, and fevere. For, as they feldom com- 
jJrehend at once all the confequences of a pofition, 
or perceive the difHculties by which cooler and more 
experienced reafoners are reftrained from ccftifidence, 
they form their conclufions with great precipitance. 
Seeing nothing that can darken or embarrafs the 
queilion, they expeft to find their own opinion uni- 
9 verfally 
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verfally prevalent, and are inclined to impute un- 
certainty and hefitation to want of honefty, rather 
than of knowledge. I may, perhaps, therefore, be 
reproached by my lively correfpondent, when it Ihall 
be found, that I have no inclination to perfecute 
thefe colleftors of fortuitous knowledge with the fe- 
verity required ; yet, as I am now too old to be much 
pained by hafty cenfure, I (hall not be afraid of tak- 
ing into proteftion thofe whom I think condemned 
without a fufficient knowledge of their caufe. 

He that adopts th« fentiments of another, whom 
he has reafon to believe wifer than himfelf, is only 
to be blamed when he claims the honours which are 
not due but to the author, and endeavours to de- 
ceive the world into praife and veneration ; for, to 
karn, is the proper bufmefs of youth ; and whether 
we increafe our knowledge by books or by con- 
verfation, we are equally indebted to foreign affift- 
jance. 

The greater part of ftudents are not born with 
abilhies to conftruft fyftems, or advance knowledge ; 
nor can have any hope beyond that of becoming in- 
telligent hearers in the fchools of art, of being able 
to comprehend what others difcover, and to re- 
member what others teach. Even thofe to whom 
Providence hath allotted greater ftrength of under- 
ftanding, can expeft only to improve a fingle fcience. 
In every other part of learning, they muft be con- 
tent to follow opinions, which they are not able to 
examine \ and, even in that which they claim as pe- 
culiarly their own, can feldom add more than fomc 
fmall particle of knowledge, to the hereditary ftock 
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devolved to them from ancleint times, the coIIedBvt 
labour of a thoufand intelleds. 

In fcience, which, being fixed and limited, ad- 
mits of no other variety than fuch as arifes from new 
methods of diftribution, or new arts of illullration, 
the neceffity of following the traces of our prede- 
ceflbrs is indifputably evident ; but there appears no 
reafoD, why imagination (hould be fubjed'to the 
fame reilraint. It might be conceived, that of thofe 
who profefs to forfake the narrow paths of truth every 
one may deviate towards a different point, fince 
though reditude is uniform and fixed, obliquity may 
be infinitely diverfified. The roads of fcience are 
harrow, fo that they who travel them, muft either 
follow or meet one another ; but in the boundlefs re-* 
gions of poflibility, which fidion claims for her 
dominion, there are furely a thoufand receffes un« 
explored, a thoufand flowers unplucked, a thoufand 
fountains unexhaufted, combinations of imagery yet 
unobferved, and races of ideal inhabitants not hither- 
to defcribed. 

Yet, whatever hope may perfuade, or reafon 
evince, experience can boafl of very few additions 
to ancient fable. The wars of Troy^ and the travels 
of Uljffes^ have furniflied almoft all fucceeding 
poets with incidents, characters, and fentiments. 
The Romans are confeffed to have attempted little 
more than to difplay in their own tongue the inven- 
tions of the Greeks. There is, in all their writings, 
fuch a perpetual recurrence of allufions to the tales ^ 
of the fabulous age, that they mufl be confefled 
often to want that power of giving pleafure which 
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novelty fupplies ; nor Can we wonder that they ex- * 
celled fo much in the graces of di£i:ion, when we 
confider how rarely they were employed in fearch of 
new thoughts. 

The warmed admirers of the great Maniuan poet 
can e^tol him for little more than the fkill with 
which he has, by making his hero both a traveller 
and a warrior, . united the beauties of the Biad and 
the Odjjfey in one compofition : yet his judgment 
was perhaps fometimes overborne by his avarice of 
the Homeric treafures j and, for fear of fuffering a 
fparkling ornament to be loft, he has inferted it where . 
it cannot ihine with its original fplendoun 

When Ulyjjres vifited the infernal regions, he found 
among the heroes that periflied at Troy^ his com- 
petitor, Ajax^ who, when the arms of Achilles were 
adjudged to Ulyjfes^ died by his own hand in the 
ipadnefs of difappointment. He ftill appeared to 
refent, as on earth, his lofs and difgtace. Ulyffes 
endeavoured to pacify him with,praifes and fubmif- 
fion; but Ajax walked away without reply. This 
paflage has always been confidered as eminently 
beautiful ; becaufe Ajaxy the haughty chief, the un- 
lettered foldier, of unfliaken courage, of immove- 
able conftancy, but without the power of recom- 
mending his own virtues, by eloquence, or enforcing 
his aflertions by any other argument than the fword, 
had no way of making his anger known, but by 
gloomy fullennefs and dumb ferocity. His hatred 
of a man whom he conceived to have defeated him 
pn\y by volubility of tongue, was therefore naturally 
ihewn by filence more contemptuous and piercing 
than any words that fo rude an orator could have 
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found, and by which he gave his enemy no oppor- 
tunity of exerting the only power in which he was 
fuperiour. 

When Mneas is fent by Vtrgil to the fhades, he 
meets Dido the queen of Carthage^ whom his perfidy 
had hurried to the grave ; he accofts her with tender* 
nefs and excufes ; but the lady turns away like AjoK 
in mute difdain. She turns away like Ajax ; but fhe 
refembles him in none of thofe qualities which give 
either dignity or propriety to filence. She might, 
without any departure from the tenour of her con- 
duGtj have burft out like other injured women into 
clamour, reproach, and denunciation ; but Virgil 
had his imagination full of Ajax j and therefore could 
not prevail on himfelf to teach Dido any other mode 
of refentment. 

If Virgil could be thus feduced by imitation, 
there will be little hope, that common wits (hould 
efcape ; and accordingly we find, that befides the 
univerfal and acknowledged praftice of copying the 
ancients, there has prevailed in every age a partL 
cular fpecies of fiftion. At one time all truth was 
conveyed in allegory ; at another, nothing was feea 
but in a vifion ; at one period all the poets followed 
flieep, and every event produced a paftoral j at an- 
other they bufied themfelves wholly in giving direc- 
tions to a painter. 

It is indeed eafy to conceive why any faihion Ihould 
become popular; by which idlenefs is favoured, and 
imbecility affifted ; but furely no man of genius can 
much applaud himfelf for repeating a tale with which 
the audience is already tired, and which could bring 
no honour to any but its inventor* 

-2 There 
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There are, I think, two fchemes of writing, on 
which the laborious wits of the prefent time employ 
their facuhies. One is the adaptation of fenfe to all 
the rhymes which our language can fupply to /ome 
word, that makes the burden of the ftanza ; but this, 
as it has been only ufed in a kind of amorous bur- 
lefque, can fcarcely be cenfured with much acrimony. 
The other is the imitation of Spenfer^ which, by the 
influence of fome men of learning and genius, feems 
likely to gain upon the age, and therefore defervcs 
to be more attentively confidered. 

To imitate the fiftions and fentiments of Spenfer 
can incur no reproach, for allegory is perhaps one of 
the moft pleafing vehicles of inftruftion. But I am 
very far from extending the fame refpeft* to his dic- 
tion or his ftanza. His ftyle was in his own time 
allowed to be vicious, fo darkened with old words 
and peculiarities of phrafe, and fo remote from com- 
mon ufe, that John/on boldly pronounces him to have 
written no language. His ftanza is at once difficult 
and unpleafing ; tirefome to the ear by its uniformity, 
and to the attention by its length. It was at fir ft 
formed in imitation of the Italian poets, without 
due regard to the genius of our language. The 
Italians have little variety of termination, and were 
forced to contrive fuch a ftanza as might admit the 
greateft number of fimilar rhymes ; but our words 
end with fo much diverfity, that it is feldom con- 
venient for us to bring more than two of the fame 
found together. If it be juftly obferved by Milton^ 
that rhyme obliges poets to exprefs their thoughts 
in improper terms, thefe improprieties muft always 
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be multiplied, as the difEculty of rhyme is increafed 
by long concatenations. 

The imitators of Spenfer are indeed not very rigid 
cenfors of themfelves, for they feem to conclude, 
that when they have disfigured their lines with a few 
obfolete fyllables, they have accomplifhed their de» 
fign, without confidering that they ought not only 
to admit old words, but to avoid new. The laws 
of imitation are broken by every word introduced 
Cnce the time of Spenfer ^ as the charafter oiHe^orjz 
violated by quoting Ari/iotk in the play. It would 
indeed be difficult to exclude from a long poem all 
modern phrafes, though it is eafy to fprinkle it with 
gleanings of antiquity. Perhaps, however, the ftyle 
of Spenfer might by long labour be juftly copied } but 
life is furely given us for higher purpofes than ro 
gather what our anceflors have wifely thrown away, 
and to learn what is of no value, but beqaufe it has 
been forgotten. 
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Numb. 122. Saturday, May 18, 1751. 



Nefcio qua natalefolum duUedme cunSos 

Duck. Ovid. 

By Cecret charms our Dative land attradts. 



^^ OTHING IS more fubjeft to miftake and 
^ difappointment than anticipated judgment 
concerning the eafinefs or difEculty of any under- 
taking, whether we form our opinion from the per- 
formance of others, or from abftrafted contempla- 
tion of the thing to be attempted. 

Whatever is done (kilfully appears to be done with 
cafe; and art, when it is once matured to habit, 
vaniihes from obfervation. We are therefore more 
powerfully excited to emulation, by thofe who have 
attained the higheft degree of excellence, and whom 
we can therefore with lead reafon hope to equal. 

In adjufting the probablility of fuccefs by a pre- 
vious confideration of the undertaking, we are equal- 
ly in danger of deceiving ourfelves. It is never 
eafy, nor often poffible, to comprife the feries of any 
procefs with all its circumftances, incidents, and 
variations, in a fpeculative fcheme. Experience 
foon (hews us the tortuofities of imaginary reftitude, 
the complications of fimplicity, and the afperities of 
fmoothnefs. Sudden difficulties often ftart up from 
the ambufhes of art, ftop the career of aftivity, re- 
prefs the gaiety of confidence, and when we imagine 
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ourfelves almoft at the end of our labours, drive us 
back to new plans and different meafures. 

There are many things which we every day fee 
others unable to perform, and perhaps have even 
ourfelves mifcarried in attempting ; and yet can hard- 
ly allow to be difficult ^ nor can we forbear to wonder 
afrefh at every new failure, or to promife certainty 
of fuccefs to our next effay ; but when we try, the 
fame hindrances recur, the fame inability is per- 
ceived, and the vexation of difappointment muil 
again be fuffered. 

Of the various kinds of fpeaking or writing, which 
ferve neceffity, or promote pleafure, none appears 
fo artlefs or eafy as fimple narration ; for what fhould 
make him that knows the whole order and progrefs 
of an affair unable to relate it ? Yet we hourly find 
fych as endeavour to entertain or inftrufl: us by re- 
citals, clouding the fads which they intend to il- 
luftrate, and lofing themfelves and their auditors in 
wilds and mazes, in digreffion and confufion. When 
we have congratulated ourfelves upon a new oppor- 
tunity of inquiry, and new means of information, 
it often happens, that without defigning either deceit 
or concealment, without ignorance of the faft, or 
unwillingnefs to difclofe it, the relator fills the ear 
with empty founds, harrafles the attention with fruit- 
iefs impatience, and difturbs the imagination by ^ 
tumult of events, without order of time, or train of 
confequence. 

It is natural to believe, upon the fame principle, 
that no writer has a more eafy talk than the hifr 
torian. The philofopher has the worHs of omni- 
fcience to examine j and is therefqre. engaged in 
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difquifitionSy to which finite intelle£ls are utterly 
unequaL The poet trufls to his invention, and 
18 not only in danger of thofe inconfiftencies, to 
which every one is expofed by departure from 
truth ; but may be cenfured as well for deficiencies 
of matter, as for irregularity of difpofition, or im- 
propriety of ornament. But the happy hiftorian 
has no other labour than of gathering what tra^ 
dition pours down before him, or records trea, 
fure for his ufe. He has only the anions and de^ 
figns of men like himfelf to conceive and to relate ; 
he is not to form, but copy charaSers, and therei 
fore is not blamed for the inconfiftency . of flatef-t 
men, the injuflice of tyrants, or the cowardice of 
commanders. The difficulty of making variety con- 
fiftcnt, or uniting probability with furprifc, needs 
not to difturb him ; the manners and actions of his 
perfonages are already fixed } his materials are pro- 
vided and put into his hands, and he is at leifure ta 
employ all his powers in arranging and difplaying 
them. 

Yef, even with thefe advantages, very few in 
any age have been able to raife themfelves to repu- 
tation by writing hiftories^ and among the innu- 
merable authors, who fill every nation with accounts 
of their anceftors, or undertake to tranfmit to fu- 
turity the events of their own time, the greater part, 
when faihion and novelty have ceafed to recommend 
them, are of no other ufe than chronological me- 
morials, which neceffity may fometimes require to 
be confulted, but which fright away curiofiry, and 
^%uft delicacy. 

- It 
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It is obferved, that our nation, which has pro- 
duced fo many authors eminent for almoft every other 
fpecies of literary excellence, has been hitherto re- 
markably barren of hiftorical genius ; and fo far has 
this defe£t raifed prejudices againft us, that fome 
have doubted whether an Engli^man can flop at that 
mediocrity of flyle, or confine his mind to that even 
tenour of imagination which narrative requires. 

They who can believe that nature has fo caprici- 
cufly diflributed underftanding, have furely no claim 
to the honour of ferious confutation. The inhabit- 
ants of the fame country have oppofite characters in 
different ages ; the prevalence or negled of any par- 
ticular fludy can proceed only from the accidental 
influence of fome temporary caufe ; and if we have 
failed in hiftory, we can have failed only becaule 
hiflory has not hitherto been diligently cultivated. 

But how is it evident, that we have not hiflorians 
among us, whom we may venture to place in com* 
parifon with any that the neighbouring nations can 
produce ? The attempt of Raleigh is defervedly ce- 
lebrated for the labour of his refearches, and the ele- 
gance of his flyle ; but he has endeavoured to exert 
his judgment more than his genius, to feled fads» 
rather than adorn them ; and has produced an hiflo- 
rical differtation, but feldom rifen to the majefly of 
hiflory. 

The works of Clarendon deferve more regard. Hig 
didion is indeed neither exaft in itfelf, nor fuited to 
the purpofe of hiflory. It is the effufion of a mind 
crowded with ideas, and defirous of imparting them; 
and therefore always accumulating words, and in« 
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volvmg one daufe and fentence in another. But 
there is in bis negligence a rude inartificial majefty, 
which, without the nicety of laboured elegance^ 
fwells the mind by its plenitude and diffufion. His 
narration is not perhaps fufficiently rapid, being 
ftopped too frequently by particularities, which, 
though they might ftrike the author who was pre- 
lent at the tranfadions^ will not equally detam the 
attention of pofterity. But his ignorance or care- 
leflhefs of the art of writing are amply compenfated 
by his knowledge of nature and of policy; the wif*. 
dom of his maxims, the juftnefs of his reafonings, 
and the variety, diftindnefs, and ftrength of his cha< 
rasters. 

But none of our writers can, in my opinion^ 
juftly conteft the fuperiority of Knollesj who, in his 
hiftory of the Turksy has difplayed all the excellen- 
cies that narration can admit. His ftyle, though 
fomewhat obfcured by time, and fometimes vitiated 
by falfe wit, is pure, nervous, elevated, and clear. 
A wonderful multiplicity of events is fo artfully ar- 
ranged, and fo diftindly explained, that each facili- 
tates the knowledge of the next. Whenever a nevr 
perfonage is introduced the reader is prepared by 
his character for bis adions ; when a nation is firft at- 
tacked, or city befieged, he is made acquainted with 
its hiftory, or fituation ; fo that a great part of the 
world is brought into view. The defcriptions of 
this author are without minutenefs, and the digref^ 
fions without oftentation. Collateral events are fo 
artfully woven into the contexture of his principal 
flory, that they cannot be disjoined without leaving 
it lacerated and broken. There is nothing turgid 
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in his dignity, nor fuperfluous in bis copioufbeTs, 
His orations only, iwhich he feigns, like the ancient 
hiftorians, to have been pronounced on remarkable 
occafions^ are tedious and languid; and fince they 
are merely the voluntary fports of imagination, prove 
how much the moft judicious and fkilful may be mif- 
taken, in the eftimate of their own powers. 

Nothing could have funk this author in obfcurity, 
but the remotenefs and barbarity of the people, whofe 
(lory he relates. It feldom happens, that all cir- 
cumflances concur to happinefs or fame. The na- 
tion which produced this great hiftorian, has the 
grief of feeing his genius employed upon a foreign 
and uninterefting fubjed; and that writer who 
might have fecured perpetuity to his name, by a 
hiftory of his own country, has expofed himielf to the 
danger of oblivion, by recounting enterprifes an4 
revolutions, of which none defire to be inforpied. 
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Numb. 123. Tuesday, Afjy 21, lys^^ 

^uo/emfi efl imhuta recetUy fervahtt odorem 

Tefta diu. HoR« 

What feafon'd firft the veflei^ keeps the tafte. . C&e£€H« 

To tie RAMBLER* 
SIR, 

'T^ HO UGH I have fo long found myfelf de- 
"^ luded by projedls of honour and diftin&ion^ 
that I often refolve to admit them no more into my 
heart ; yet how determinately foever excluded, they 
always recover their dominion by force or ftratagem$ 
and whenever, after the fhorteft relaxation of vigi« 
lance, reafon and caution return to their charge, 
they find hope again in pofleflion, with all her traia 
of pleafures dancing about her. 

Even while I am preparing to write a hiftory of 
difappointed expedations, I cannot forbear to flatter 
myfelf, that you and your readers are impatient for 
my performance ; and that the fons of learning have 
laid down feveral of your late papers with difcontent^ 
when they found that Myfocapelus had delayed to coo^ 
tinue his narrative. 

But the defire of gratifying the expedations that I 
have raifed, is not the only motive of this relation, 
which, having once promifed it, I think myfelf no 
longer at liberty to forbear. For however I may 
have wilhed to clear myfelf from every other adhe- 
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fion of trade, I hope I ihall be always wife enough 
to retain my punduality, and amidft all my new arts 
of politenefs, continue to defpife negligence, and de^ 
teft falfehood« 

When the death of my brother had difmifled me 
from the duties of a (hop, I confidered myfelf as re* 
ftored to the rights of my birth, and entitled to the 
rank and reception which my anceftors obtained^ I 
was, however, embarrafled with many difficulties at 
my firft re-entrance into the world ; for my hafte to 
be a gentleman inclined me to precipitate meafures ; 
^nd every accident that forced me back towards my 
old ftation, was confidered by me as an obftrudion 
of my happinefs* 

It was with no common grief and indignation, that 
I found my former companions ftill daring to claim 
my notice, and the journeymen and apprentices 
fometimes pulling me by the ileeve as I was walking 
in the ftreet, and without any terrour of my new 
fword, which was, notwithftanding, of an uncom- 
mon fize, inviting me to partake of a bottle at the 
old houfe, and entertaining me with hiftories of the 
girls in the neighbourhood. I had alvrays, in my 
officinal ftate, been kept in awe by lace and embroi- 
dery; and imagined that to fright away thefe un- 
welcome familiarities, nothing was neceflary, but 
. that I fhould, by fplendour of drefs, proclaim my re* 
union with a higher rank. I therefore fent for my 
taylor ; ordered a fuit with twice the ufual quantity 
of lace } and that I might not let oiy perfecutors in- 
creafe their confidence, by the habit of accolUng me, 
(laid at home till it was made. 
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This week of confinement I pafled in praftifing a 
forbidding frown, a fmile of condefcenfion, a flight 
iaiutation, and an abrupt departure; and in four 
mornings was able to turn upon my heel, with fo 
much levity and fprightlinefs, that I made no doubt 
of difcouraging all publick attempts upon my dignity* 
I therefore iflued forth in my new coat, with a refo- 
lution of dazzling intimacy to a fitter diftance ; and. 
pleafed myfelf with the timidity and reverence, which 
I fhould imprefs upon all who had hitherto prefumed 
to harafs me with their freedoms. But whatever was 
the caufe, I did not find myfelf received with any 
new degree of refped ; thofe whom I intended to drive 
from me, ventured to advance with their ufual^hrafes 
of benevolence ; and thofe whofe acquaintance I fo- 
liated, grew more fupercilious and referved. I be- 
gan foon to repent the expence, by which I had pro- 
cured no advantage, and to fufpefb that a fliining 
drefs, like a weighty weapon, has no force in itfelf, 
but owes all its efficacy to him that wears it. 

Many were the mortifications and calamities 
which I was condemned to fuffer in my initiation to 
politenefs. I was fo much tortured by the incefiant 
civilities of my companions, that I never pafled 
through that region of the city but in a chair with 
the curtains drawn; and at lad left my lodgings, 
and fixed myfelf in the verge of the court. Here i 
endeavoured to be thought a gentleman jufl: returned 
from his travels, and was pleafed to have my landlord 
believe that I was in feme danger from importunate 
creditors ; but this fcheme was quickly defeated by a 
formal deputation fent to oflfer me, though I had now 
retired from bufinefs, the freedom of my company. 

I was 
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I was now detefted in trade, and therefore refolved 
to ftay no longer. I hired another apartment, and 
changed my fervants. Here I lived very happily for 
three months, and, with fecret fatisfaftion, often 
overheard the family celebrating the greatncfs and 
felicity of the efquire ; though the converfation feU 
dom ended without fome complaint of my covetout 
nefs, or fome remark upon my language, or my gait* 
I now began to venture into the publick walks, and 
to know the faces of nobles and beauties ; but could 
not obferve, without wonder, as I paffed by them^ 
how frequently they were talking of a taylor. I long- 
ed, however, to be admitted to converfation, and was 
fomewhat weary of walking in crowds without a 
companion, yet continued to come and go with the 
teft, till a lady whom I endeavoured to proteft in a 
crowded paffage, as fhe was about to ftep into her 
chariot, thanked me for my civility, and told me, 
that, as (he had often diftinguiflied me for my modeft 
and refpeftful behaviour, whenever I fet up for myfelf, 
I might expeft to fee her among my firft cuftomers. 
• Here was an end of all my ambulatory projects. 
I indeed fometimes entered the walks again, but 
was always blafted by this deftruftive lady, whofe 
mifchievous generofity recommended me to her ac- 
quaintance. Being therefore forced to praftife my 
adfcititious character upon another ftage, I betook 
myfelf to a coffee-houfe frequented by wits, among 
whom I learned in a (hort time the cant of criticifm, 
and talked fo loudly and volubly of nature, and man- 
ners, and fentiment, and diftion, and fimilies, and 
contrafts', and adion, and pronunciation, that I was 
often defired to lead the hifs and clap, and was feared 
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and hated by the players and the poets. Many a 
fenitnce have I hiflfed, which I did not underftand^ 
and many a groan have I uttered, when the ladies 
were weeping in the boxes. At lad a malignant au* 
thor, whole performance I had profecuted through 
the nine nights> wrote an epigram upon Tape the cri« 
lick, which drove me from the pit for ever. 

My defire to be a fine gentleman ftill continued t 
! therefore, after a Ihort fufpenfe, chofe a new fet of 
friends at the gaming-table, and was for fome time 
pleafed with the civility and opennefs with which I 
found myfelf treated. I was indeed obliged to play ; 
but being naturally timorous and vigilant, was rteve^c 
furprifed into large fums. What might have been 
the confequence of long familiarity with thefe plun- 
derers, I had not an opportunity of knowing ; for 
one night the conftables entered and feized us, and 
F was once more compelled to fink into my former 
condition, by fending for my old maftfer to atteft my 
chara6ler. 

When I was deliberating to what new qualifica- 
tions I fhould afpire, I was fummoned into the 
country, by an account of my father's death. Here 
I had hopes of being able to difUnguiih myfelf, and 
to fupport the honour of my family. I therefore 
bought guns and horfes, and contrary to the ezpe£):« 
ation of the tenants, increafed the falary of the 
huntfman. But when I entered the field, it was 
foon difcovered, that I was not deftined to the 
glories of the chace. I was afraid of thorns in the 
thicket, and of dirt in the marlh \ I fhivered on the 
brink of a river while the fportfmen crofled it, and 
trembled at the fight of a five-bar gate. When the 
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fport and clanger were over, I was dill equally dis- 
concerted; for I was effeminate, though not deli* 
cate, and could only join a feebly whifpering voice 
in the clamours of their triumph. 

A fall, by which my ribs were broken, foon re- 
called me to domeftick pleafures, and I exerted all 
my art to obtain the favour of the neighbouring 
ladies ; but wherever I came, there was always fome 
unlucky converfation upon ribbands, fillets, pins, or 
thread, which drove all my (lock of compliments out 
of my memory, and overwhelmed me with ihame 
and dejeflion. 

Thus I paffed the ten firft years after the death of 
my brother, in which I have learned at lad to reprefs . 
that ambition, which I could never gratify ; and, in- ^ 
ftead of wafting more of my life in vain endeavours 
after accompliihments, which, if not early acquired, 
no endeavours can obtain, I ihall confine my care to 
thofe higher excellencies which are in every man's 
power, and though I cannot enchant affeflion by 
elegance and eafe, hope to fecure efteem by honefty 
and truth, 

I am, &fr. 

MiSOCAPELUS* 
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Numb. 124, Saturday, Maj2Sj 1751. 

"— ^Taciturn fylvas inter repiare faluhres^ 

CuratUem qukquld Mgnum fafienie honoque eft* Hoit«{ 

To range in filence through each healthful wood. 
And mufe wliat's worthy of the wife and good. 

£lphinstoh« 

IT" HE feafon of the year is now come, in which 
^ the theatres are fliut, and the card-tables for- 
faken; the regions of luxury are for a while un- 
pjsopled, and pleafure leads out her votaries to groves 
and gardens, to ftill fcenes and erratick gratifications. 
Thofe who have pafled many months in a continual 
tumult of diverfion ; who have never opened their 
eyes in the morning, but upon fome new appoint- 
ment ; nor flept at night without a dream of dances* 
mufick, and good hands, or of foft fighs and humble 
fopplications ; muft now retire to diftant provinces* 
where the firens of flattery are fcarcely to be heard ^ 
where beauty fparkles without praife or envy, and 
wit is repeated only by the echo. 

As I think it one of the moft important duties of 
fecial benevolence to give warning of the approach 
of calamity, when by timely prevention it may be 
turned afide, or by preparatory meafures be mpre 
eafily endured, I cannot feel the increafing warmth* 
or obferve the lengthening days, without confider* 
ing the condition of my fair readers, who are now 
preparing to leave all that has fo long filled up their 
hours, all from which they have been accuftomed to 
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hope for delight; and who, till fiaifliion proclsumd 
the liberty of returning to the feats of mirth and ele* 
gance, mjift endure the rugged *fquire, the fober 
houfewife, the loud huntfman, or the formal parfon^ 
the roar of obftreperous jollity, or the dulnefs of 
prudential inftru£tion ; without any retreat; but to 
the gloom of folitude^ where they will yet find 
greater inconveniencies, and mu(t learn, however 
unwillingly^ to endure themfelves. 

In winter, the life of the polite and gay may be 
faid to roll on with a ftrong and rapid current ; they 
float along from pleafure to pleafure, without the 
trouble of regulating their own motions, and purine 
the courfe of the ftream in all the felicity of itiatten-^ 
tion ; content that they find themfelves in pfogref^ 
fion, and carelefs whither they are going. But the 
months of fummer are a kind of fleeping flagnation 
without wind or tide, where they are left to force 
themfelves forward by their own labour, and to di* 
reft their paiTage by their own fkill ; and where, if 
they have not fome internal principle of aftivity^ 
they muft be flranded upon (hallows, or lie torpid in 
a perpetual ealm« 

There are, indeed, fome to whom this univerfal dif- 
folution of gay focieties affords a welcome opportu- 
nity of quitting, without difgrace, the poft which they 
have found themfelves unable to maintain; and of 
feeming to retreat only at the call of nature, from af- 
femblies where, after a fhort triumph of uncontefted 
fuperiority, they are overpowered By fome new in- 
truder of fofter elegance or fprightlier vivacity. By 
thefe, hopelefs of viftory, and yet aflian^ed to confe& 
a conqueft, the fumnler is regarded as a releafe fron:! 
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^ fiitiguing fervice of celebrity, a difmiffion to mors 
certain joys and a fafer empire. They now folace 
ihemferres with the influence which they (hall ob^ 
tab) where they hive no rival to fear ; and with the 
luflre which they fhall eflfufe, when nothing can be 
feen of brighter fplendour. They imagine, while 
they are preparing for their journey, the admiration 
with which the rufticks will crowd tbout them; plan 
the Uws of a liew aflembly ; or contrive to delude 
provincial ignorance v(rith a fiditious mode. A thou- 
fand plesifrng expeditions fwarm in the fancy ; and 
all the approaching weeks are filled with diftindions, 
honours, and authority. 

But other^i ^ho have lately entered the world, or 
have yet had no proofs of its inconftancy and defer- 
tion, ire cut off, by this cruel interruption, from the 
enjoyment of their prerogatives, and doomed to lofe 
four months in inaftive obfcurity. Many complaints 
do vexation and defire extort from thofe exiled ty- 
rants of the town, againft the inexorable fun, who 
l^rftied bis courfe without any regard to love or 
bMLiity ; and vi(its either tropick at the ftated time, 
whether Ihunned or courted, deprecated or implored. 

To them who leave the places of publick refort in 
Aie faU bloom of reputation, and withdraw from ad- 
miration, conrtfhip, fubmiffion, and applaufe, a rural 
tfiumph can give nothing equivalent. The praife 
of ignorance, 'and the fubjeftion of weaknefs, are 
Iktle regarded by beauties who have been accudom- 
ed to more important conquefts, and more valuable 
panegyricks. Nor indeed fhould the powers which 
have made havock in the theatres, or borne down 
rivalry in courts, be degraded to a mean attack upon 
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the unfravelled heir, cr ignoble conteft with th$ 
ruddy milkmaid. 

How then muft four long months be worn away i 
Four months, in which there will be no routes, n^ 
ihews, no ridottos ; in which vifits mud be regulated 
by the weather, and aifemblies will depend upon the 
moon ! The Platonifts imagine, that the future pu-» 
nifhment of thofe^who have in this life debafed their 
reafon by fubjeftion to their fenfes, and have prefer-r 
red the grofs gratifications of lewdnefs and luxury^ 
to the pure and fublime felicity of virtue and con- 
templation, will arife from the predominance and fo- 
licications of the fame appetites, in a ftate which can 
furnifh no means of appealing them. I cannot but 
fufped that this month, bright with funfliine, and 
fragrant with perfumes; this roonth> which covers 
the meadow with verdure, and decks the gardens 
with all the mixtures of colorofick radiance; this^ 
month, from which the man of fancy expeSs new in* 
fufions of imagery, and the naturalift new fccnes. o£ 
obfervation ; this month will chain down multitudes- 
to the Platonick penance of defire without enjoyment^ 
and hutry them from the higheft fatisfadions, whichi 
they have yet learned to conceive, into a ftate of 
hopelefs wifhes and- pining recollection, where tfac 
eye of vanity will look round for admiration to no- 
purpofe, and the hand of avarice ihuffle cards in a 
bower with ineffectual .dexterity. 

From the tedioufnefs of this melancholy fufpenfion 
of life, \ would willingly preferve thofe who are ex- 
po fed to it, only by inexperience; who want not in- 
clination to wifdom or virtue, though they have been 
diffjpated by negligence, or mifled. by. example; and 
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who would gladly find the way to rational happinefs, 
though it Ihould be neceflary to ftruggle with habit, 
and abandon fafhion. To thefe many arts of fpending 
time might be recommended, which would neither 
fadden the prefent hour with vearinefs, nor the fu- 
ture with repentance. 

It would feem impoffible to a folitary fpeculatift* 
that a human being can want employment. To be 
born in ignorance with a capacity of knowledge, and 
to be placed in the midft of a world filled with va- 
r?ety, perpetually prefling upon the fenfes and irri- 
tating curioiity, is furely a fufficient fecurity againft 
the languiihment of inattention. Novelty is indeed 
neceflary to preferve eagernefs and alacrity; but art 
and nature have ftores inexhauftible by human intel- 
lefts ; and every moment produces fomething new 
to him, who has quickened his £aculties by diligent 
obfervadon. 

Sopie ftudies, for which the country and the fummer 
aflpord peculiar opportunities, 1 (hall perhaps endea- 
vour to recommend in a future eflay ; but if there be 
any apprehenfion not apt to admit unaccuftomed 
ideas, or any attention fo (lubborn and inflexible, as 
not eafily to comply with new dire£Uons, even thefe 
obftru^ions cannot exclude the pleafure of applica- 
tion ; for there is a higher and nobler employment, 
to which aU faculties are adapted by him who gave 
them. The duties of religion, fmcerely and regularly 
performed, will always be fufficient to exalt the meaneft, 
and to exercife the higheft underftanding. That mind 
Vill never be vacant, which is frequently recalled by 
ftated duties to meditations on eternal interefls ; nor 
can, any hour be long, which is fpent in obtaining forae 
new quaUfication for celeftial happinefs. 

Z4 
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Numb. 125. Tuesday, May 2S^ 17S^- . 

DefcrtfUu /ervare vice/,' cperumque coloreif 

Cur ego, Ji nequeo ignoroque, po'etafciutor f Hor« 

But if, through weaknels, or my want of art^ 

I can't to every different ftyle imi>art 

The proper ftroket and colours it may cktm^ 

Why am I honoured with a poet's name ^ F&ancis. 

TT is one of the maxims of the civil Uwr, that 
definitions an haTUirikiu. Things modified by 
human underftandings^ fubje£l to varieties of com- 
plication, and changeable as experience advaaces 
knowledge, or accident influences caprice, are 
fcarcely to be included in any (landing form of ex« 
predion, becaufe they are always fuffering ibme aU 
teration of their ftate. Definition is, indeed, not 
the province of man; every thing is £et above m 
below our faculties. The works and operations of 
nature are too great in their extent, or too much 
difFufed in their rehtions, and the performances oi 
art too inconftant and uncertain, to be reduced to 
any determinate idea. It is impoifible to imprefs 
upon our minds an adequate and juft reprefentatioii 
of an objed fo great, that we can never take it into 
our view, or fo mutable that it is always changing 
under our eye, and has already loft its form while vc 
are labouring to conceive it. 

Definitions have been no lefs difficult or uncertain 
in criticifms than in law. Imagination, a licentious 
and vagrant faculty, unfufceptible of limitations, and 
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Ifopadeat of Kftrainty has always endeavoured to 
baffle che logician, to perplex the confines of diftinc- 
tioo, and burft the inclofures of regularity. Ther^ 
is therefore fcarcely any Ipecies of writing, of which 
we can tell what is its eflence, and what are its conftU 
tueots ; every new genius produces fome innovation^ 
whicby when invented and approved, fubverts the 
rules which the pradice of foregoing authors ha4 
cftabUflied. 

Comedy has been particularly unpropitious to de« 
finers ; for though perhaps they might properly have 
contented themfelves, with declaring it to bc/ucba 
dramatick reprefentation rf btwian lifej as may excite 
mftb^ they have embarraifed tbeir definition with the 
means by which the comick writers attain their end, 
without confidering that the various methods of ex- 
hilarating tbeir audience, not being limited by na« 
ture, cannot be comprifed in precept. Thus, fome 
make comedy a reprefentation of mean, and others of 
bad men ; fome think that its efTence conGfls in the 
unimportance, others in the fiditioufnefs of the tranf- 
afUon. But any man's refledtic^s will inform him, 
that every dramatick compofition which raifes mirth, 
is comick ; and that, to raife mirth, it is by no means 
univerfally neceffary, that the perfonages Ihould be 
either mean or corrupt, nor always requifue, that the 
action fliould be trivial, nor ever, that it ihould be 
fiditious. 

If the two kinds of dramatick poetry had been 
defined only by th^ir effefls upon the mind, fome 
abfurdities. might have been prevented, with which 
the compofitions of our greatefl; poets are difgraced, 

who. 
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vho, for want of fome fettled ideas and accurate diC- 
tinSions, have unhappily confounded tragick with 
comick fentiments. They feem to have though t^ 
that as the meannefs of perfonages conftituted co- 
medy, their greatnefs was fufEcient to form a tra- 
gedy ; and that nothing was neceffary but that they 
(bould crowd the fcene with monarchs, and gene- 
rals, and guards ; and make them talk, at certain 
intervals, of the downfal of kingdoms, and thef 
rout pf armies. They have not coniidered, that 
thoughts or incidents, in themfelves ridiculous,' 
grow ftill more grotefque by the folemnity of fuch 
charadters ; that reafon and nature are uniform and 
inflexible; and that what is defpicable and abfurd, 
will not, by any affociation with fplendid titles, 
become rational or great j that the moft import- 
ant affairs, by an intermixture of an unfeafonable 
levity, may be made contemptible ; and that the 
robes of royalty can give no dignity to nonfeafe 
or to folly. 

" Comedy/* fays Horace^ ^' fometimes raifes hef 
** voice ;'* and Tragedy may likewife on proper oc- 
cafions abate her dignity; but as the comick per- 
fonages can only depart from their familiarity of 
ftyle, when the more violent paffions are put in mo- 
tion, the heroes and queens of tragedy (hould never 
defcend to trifle, but in the hours of eafe, and inter- 
miffions of danger. Yet in the tragedy of Don 5^- 
haftian^ when the king of Portugal is in the hands 
of his enemy, and having juff drawn the lot, by 
which he is condemned to die, breaks out into a 
wild boafl that his duft Ihall take poffeffion of Africk^ 
^ the 
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the ^Isdogue proceeds thusbcitwten the captii^eand 
his conqueror : 

Muley Moluch. What (hall I do to conquer Aec? 

Seb. Impoffible I 
Souls know no conquerors. 

M. MoL rU fliew thee for a monfter thro' my Jfirich 

Seb^ No, thou canft only ihew me for a man : 
Africk is ftor'd with monfters } man's a prodigy 
Thy fubje£ls have not feen. 

M. MoL Thou talk'ft as if 
Still at the head of hattle. 

5^3. Thou miftak'ft. 
For there I would not talk. 

Benducary the Minifier. Sure he would fleep. 

This converfation, with the fly remark of the mi- 
nifter, can only be found not to be comick, becaufe 
it wants the probability neceffary to reprefentatiojis 
of common life, and degenerates too much towards 
buffoonery and farce. 

The fame play affords a fmart return of the gene- 
ral to the emperor, who, enforcing his orders for the 
death of Sebajiian^ vents his impatience in this abrupt 
threat: , 



-No more replies, 



But fee thou doft it : Or- 



To which Borax anfwers, 

Choak in that threat : I can fay Or as loud. 

A thoufand inftances of fuch impropriety might 
be produced, were not one fcene in Aureng-Zehe fuf- 
ficient to exemplify it. Indamora^ a captive queen, 
having Aureng-Zebe fpr her lover, employs Arimanty 

to 
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to TdioTe charge At had been entrufted, and whom 
file had made fenfible of her charms, to carry her met 
fage to kk rival* 

Arimant, tuiti a letter in bis iami: Indakoha* 

^rim. And I the meflenger to him from yott i 
Tour empire you to tyranny purfue : 
You lay commands bodi cruel and unjuftji 
To fenrc my rival, and betray my truft^ 

Irtd. You firft betray'd your truft in loving me; 
And (hould not I my own advantage fee ? 
Serving my love, you may my frieadihip gain i 
You know the reft of your pretences vain. 
You muft, my jirimant, you mutt be kind ; 
Tis in your nature, and your noble mind. 

Jlrim. ril to the king, and ftraight my truft re(^giv 

Ind. His truft you may, but you (hall never mine^ 
Heaven made you love me for no other end. 
But to become my confidant and friend : 
As fuch, I keep no fecret from your Gght, 
And therefore make you judge how ill I write ; 
Read it, and tell me freely then your mind, 
^ If 'tis indited, as I meant it, kind. 

Arim. lajk not hea%fn my freedom to r^iprr,— [Readings. 

But only fir your fake ^ — ^I'll read no more. 

And yet I muft 

Lefsfir my own, than fir your Jorro^v fid ^[Reading. 

Another line, like this, would make me mad— ^ 

Heav'n ! (he goes on yet more ^and yet more kind I 

lAs reading. 
Each fentencc is a dagger to my mind. 

See me this night [Reading. 

Thank fortune^ nuh(t did fuch a friettd provide ; 
For faithful Arimaint fiall be your guide* 
Not only to be majie an inftrumcnt, 
Eut pre-engag'd without my own content ! 
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. Xttil TJnfcoowa Vqagafie yoM^ (tiU ai|gincm9 my fcovc^. 
And gives you A;opc of xaeridng the inove. 

jirifn. The bqft of ijfifn 
Soipe intVeft in their anions muft confefs ;. 
None merit, but in hppe they may poffcfs: 
The fatal paper rather let me tear, 
Tkan, like Belkrophon, my own fentence bear. 

Jjk/. You may ; but 'twiH not be your beft advice : 
*TwiU only give me pains of writing twice. 
Tou ki^9w you muft. obey me» fooaor late : 
Why (hould you vainly firugg^ with yoio: f^te ? 

Arim^ I thank thee» heav'n ! thpu haft been won* 
d'rouskijgid! 
Why am I thus to ftavery defign'd. 
And yet am cheated with. a freebom mind ! 
Or make thy orders with my reafon fuit. 

Or let me live by fenfc, a glorious brute {She frowiis. 

You frown, and I obey with fpeed, before 
That dreadful fentence comes, See me no tnore. 



\ 



In this fcene, every circumftance concurs to turn 
tragedy to farce. The wild abfurdity of the expe- 
dient ; the contemptible fubjedion of the lover ; 
the folly of obliging him to read the letter, only be- 
Caufe it ought to have been concealed from him ; the 
frequent interruptions of amorous impatience; the 
faint expoftulations of a voluntary flave ; the impe- 
rious haughtinefs of a tyrant without power ; the 
deep reflection of the yielding rebel upon fate and 
freewill ; and his wife wifli to lofe his reafon as foon 
as he finds himfelf about to do what he cannot per- 
fuade his reafon to approve, are furely fufficient to 
awaken the moft torpid rifibility. 

There is fcarce a tragedy of the laft century which 
has not debafed its moil important incidents, and pol* 
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luted Its mol^ ferlods interlocutions with buffoonery 
and meanneis ; but though perhiips it cannot be pre- 
tended that the prefent age has added much to the 
force and efficacy of the drama, it has at lead been 
able to efcape mghf faults, which either ignorance 
had overlooked, or indulgence had Ucenfed. The 
later tragedies indeed have faults of another kind, 
perhaps more deftruftive to delight, though lefs open 
to cenfure. That perpetual tumour of phrafe with 
which every thought is now expreffed by every per- 
fonage, the paucity of adventures which regularity 
admits, and the unvaried equality of flowbg dia- 
logue, has taken away from our prefent writers al- 
mod all that dominion over the paflions which was 
the boaft of their predeceffors. Yet they may at lead 
claim this commendation, that they avoid grofs 
faults, and that if they cannot often move terrour or 
pity, they are always careful not to provoke laughter. 
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Numb. 126. Saturday, June i, 175U 

— * Nsiil fft oBud magnum quam multa minuta. Vet. Au ct^ 
Sands form the mountaiiii moments make the year. Youmg* 

To the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

A MONG other topicks of converfation which 
•• ^ your papers fupply, I was lately engaged in a 
difcuilion of the charafter given by TranquilU of her 
lover Venujlulusj whom, notwithftanding the feverity 
of his miftrefs, the greater number feemed inclined to 
acquit of unmanly or culpable timidity. 

One of the company remarked that prudence 
ought to be diftinguiflied from fear ; and that if Ve^ 
nujiulus was afraid of noftumal adventures, no man 
who confidered how much every avenue of the town 
was infefted with robbers could think him blamable ; 
for why fhould life be hazarded without profpeft of 
honour or advantage ? Another was of opinion, that 
a brave man might be afraid of crofling the river in 
the calmefl weather, and declared, that, for his part, 
while there were coaches and a bridge, he would 
never be feen tottering in a wooden cafe> out of 
which he might be thrown by any irregular agita* 
tion, or which might be overfet by accident, or ne- 
gligence, or by the force of a' fudden guft, or the - 
ruih of a larger veflel. It was his cuftom, he faid, 
to keep the fecurity of day-lighr, and dry ground ; , 
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for it wa$ a maxim with him^ that no wife man ever 
periflied by wata-, or was loft in the dark. 

The next was humbly of opinion^ that if Tro*- 
^uiNa. had (ecrty like htm, the cattle run roaring 
about the meadows in the hot months^ flie would not 
have thought meanly of her loyer for not venturing 
his fafety among them. His neighbour then told 
uSy that for his part he was not afhamed to confefs» 
that he could not fee a rat, though it was dead, with- 
out palpitation ; that he had been driven fix times 
out of his lodgings either by rats or mice ;• and that 
he always had a bed- in the clofet for his fervant^ 
whom he called up whenever the enemy was in mo* 
tion. Another wondered that any man fhould think 
himfelf difgraced by a precipitate retresrirom a dog. ; 
fpr there was always a poflibility^ that a dog might 
bemad; and that furely, though there was no dan- 
ger but of being bit by a fierqe animal, there was 
more wifdom in flight than cont^. By all tbefe» 
declarations another was encouraged to cenfefs, tfaa^ 
if he had been admitted to the honour of paying his.* 
addreifes to Tranquillay he ihould have been likely to- 
incur the fame cenfure ;, for among, all the auiimaJft 
upon which nature has imprefled deformity and her« 
ror, there is none whom he durft: not encoi^ter ra- 
ther than a beetle. 

Thus, Sir, though cowardice is univerfs^y de- 
fined too clofe and anxious an attention to perfonal 
fafety, there will be found fcarcely any fear, how- 
ever exceilive in its degree, or unreafonablein its ob» 
jed, which will be allowed to charafterife a coward.. 
Fear is a paifion which every man feek fo frequently 
predominant in his own breaft, that he is unwilling*^ 

to 
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to hear it cenfured with great afperity ; and, per- 
haps, if we confefs the truth, the fame reftraint ; 
which would hinder a man from declaiming againft ! 
the frauds of any employment among thofe who pro- 
fefs it, (hould with-hold him from treating fear with I 
contempt among human beings. 

Yet fince fortitude is one of thofe virtues which 
the condition of our nature makes hourly neceffary, 
I think you cannot better direft your admonitions 
than againft fuperfluous and panick terrors. Fear 
is implanted in us as a prefervative from evil ; but 
its duty, like that of other paffions, is not to over- ] 
bear reafon, but to affift it; nor Ihould it be fuf- 
fered to tyrannize in the imagination, to raife phan- 
toms of horror, or befet life with fupernumerary 
diftrefles. 

To be always afraid of lofing life is, indeed, fcarce- 
ly to enjoy a life that can deferve the care of prefer- ' 
vation. He that once indulges idle fears will never \ 
be at reft. Our prefent ftate admits only of a kind 
of negative fecurity ; we muft conclude ourfelves 
fafe when we fee no danger, or none inadequate to 
our powers of oppofition. Death indeed continually 
hovers about us, but hovers commonly unfeen, 
unlefs we fliarpen our fight by ufelefs curiofity. 

There is always a point at which caution, however* 
felicitous, muft limit its prefervatives, becaufe one 
terror often counterafts another. I once knew one 
of the fpeculatifts of cowardice, whbfe reigning 
difturbance was the dread of houfe-breakers. His 
enquiries were for nine years employed upon the beft 
method of barring a window, or a door ; and many 
an hour has he fpent in eftabliftiing the preference 
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of a bolt to a lock. He had at lad, by the daily 
fuperaddition of new expedients, contrived a door 
^hich could never be forced j for one bar was 
fccured by another with fuch intricacy of fubordina- 
tion, that he was himfelf not always able to difen- 
gage them in the proper method. He was happy 
in this fortification, till being alked how he would 
efcape if he was threatened by fire, he difcovered, 
that with all his care and expence, he had only been 
affifting his own de(lru£tion. He then immediately 
tore off his bolts, and now leaves at night his outer 
door haH" locked, that he may not by his own folly 
perifh in the flames. 

There is one fpecies of terror which thofe who arc 
unwilling to fuflFer the reproach of cowardice have 
wifely dignified with the name of antipathy. A man 
who talks with intrepidity of the monfters of the 
wildernefs while they are out of fight, will readily 
confefs his antipathy to a mole, a weafel, or a frog. 
He has indeed no dread of harm from an infeft or a 
worm, but his antipathy turns him pale whenever 
they approach him. He believes that a boat will 
tranfport him with as much fafety as his neighbours, 
but he cannot conquer his antipathy to the water. 
Thus he goes on without any reproach from his own 
refleftions, and every day multiplies antipathicsj till 
he becomes contemptible to others, and burden fome 
to himfelf. 

It is indeed certain, that impreflions of dread may 
fometimes be unluckily made by objects not in 
themfelves juftly formidable; but when fear is dif- 
covered to be groundlefs, it is to be eradicated Uke 
other falfe opinions, and antipathies are generally 
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fuperable by a fingle effort. He that has been taught 
to fliudder at a moufe, if he can perfuade him. 
felf to rifque one encounter, will find his own fu'- 
periority, and exchange his terrors for the pride of 
conqueft. 

lam, SIR, &c* 

Thraso. 

SIR, 
A S you profefs to extend your regard to the 
minutenefs of decency, as well as to the dig- 
nity of fcienccj^ I cannot forbear to- lay before you 
a mode of perfecution by which 1 have been exiled 
to taverns and cofFee-houfes, and deterred from en* 
tering the doors of my friends. 

Among the ladies who pleafe themfelves with 
fplendid furniture, or elegant entertainment, it is a 
practice very common, to afk every gueft how he 
likes the carved work of the cornice, or the figures 
of the tapeftry ; the china at the table, or the plate 
on the fide-board ; and on all occafions to enquire 
his opinion of their judgment and their choice. M>* 
lania has laid her new watch in the window nineteen 
times, that Ihe may defire me to look upon it. 
Caltfta has an art oC dropping her fnuff-box by 
drawing out her handkerchief, that when I pick it 
up I may admire it ; and Fulgentia has condufted 
me, by miftake, into the wrong room, at every vifit 
I have paid fince her pidure was put into a new 
frame. 

I hope, Mr. Rambler, you will inform them, 

that no man fliould be denied the privilege of filence, 

or tortured to fcdfc declaratioos j and that though 

Aa 2 ladies 
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ladies may juftly claim to be exempt from rudenefs, 
they have no right to force unwilling civilities. To 
pleafe is a laudable and elegant ambition, and is 
properly rewarded with honeft praife; but to feize 
applaufe by violence, and call out for commenda- 
tion, without knowing, or caring to know, whether 
it be given from conviftion, is a fpecies of tyranny 
by which modefty is oppreffed, and fincerity cor- 
rupted. The tribute of admiration, thus exafted by 
impudence and importunity, differs from the refpeft 
paid to filent merit, as the plunder of a pirate from 
the merchant's profit. 

I am, &c. 

MiSOCOLAX. 

SIR, 
Y^UR great predeceffor, the Speflator, en- 

deavoured to diffufe among his female readers 
a defire of knowledge j nor can I charge you, though 
you do not feem equally attentive to the ladies, with 
endeavouring to difcourage them from any laudable 
purfuit. But however either he or you may excite 
our curiofity, you have not yet informed us how it 
may be gratified. The world feems to have formed 
an univerfal confpiracy againft our underftandings ; 
our queftions are fuppofed not to expect anfwers, our 
arguments are confiited with a jeft, and we are 
treated like beings who tranfgrefs the limits of our 
nature whenever we afpire to ferioufnefs or improve- 
ment. 

I enquired yefterday of a gentleman eminent for 
aftronomical Ikill, what made the day long in fum- 
mer, and fliort in winter ; and was told that nature 
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protrafted the days in fummer, left ladies (hould 
want time to walk in the park; and the nights in 
winter, left they (hould not have hours fufficient to 
fpend at the card-table. 

I hope you do not doubt but I heard fuch inform- 
ation with juft contempt, and I defire you to dif- 
cover to. this great mafter of ridicule, that I was far 
from wanting any intelligence which he could have 
given me. I afked the queftion with no other in- 
tention than to fet him free from the neceffity of 
filence, and gave him an opportunity of mingling on 
equal terms with a polite aflembly, from which. 
However uneafy, he could not then efcape, by a Hind 
ihtroduftion of the only fubjeft on which I believed 
him able to fpeak with propriety. 

I am, &c. 

G£N£aOSA^ 
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Numb. 127. Tuesday, June ^ ^7S^^ 

CtfpyU nuBui quam d^tnit; uhmaprhm 

CedmU : £/JimiUi hie vir, et ilU fucr. Oflp* 

Succeeding years thy early fame deiVroy } 
Thouy who hcgaa'ft a a maQ» irik end a hoju 

pOLITIANj a name eminent among the re-r 
ftorers of polite literature, when he publifhed a 
coUeftion of epigrams, prefixed to many of then^ 
the year of his age at which they were compofed. 
He might defign by this information, either to boaft 
the early maturity of his genius, or to conciliate in- 
dulgence to the puerility of his performances. But 
whatever was his intent, it is remarked by Scaliger^ 
t^at he very little promoted his own reputation, be- 
caufe he fell below the promife which his firft pro* 
dudions had given, and in the latter part of his life 
feldom equalled the fallies of his youth. 

It is not uncommon for thofe who at their firft 
entrance into the world were diftinguiflied for attain* 
ments or abilities, to difappoint the hopes which 
they had raifed, and to end in negledl and obfcuritj 
that life which ibey began in celebrity and honour* 
To the long catalogue of the inconveniencies of 
old age, which moral and fatirical writers have fq 
copioufly difplayed, may be often added the lofs of 
fame. 

The advance of the human mind tqwards any 
objedt of laudable purfuit, may be compared to 
the progrefs of a body driven by a blow. It moves 

far 
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for a time with great velocity and vigour, bttt the 
force of the firft impulfe is perpetually decreafing, 
and though it (hould encounter no obftacle capable 
<if quelling it by "a fudden flop, the refiftance of the 
medium ttkrough which it pafles, and the latent in- 
requalities of the fmootheft furface, will in a (hort 
time by continued retardation wholly overpower it. 
Some hindrances will be found in every road of life, 
but he that fixes his eyes upon any thing at a dif- 
tance, neceflarily lofes fight of all that fills up the 
intermediate fpace, and therefore fets forward with 
alacrity and confidence, nor fufpe£ts a thoufand ob. 
ilacles by which he afterwards finds his pafTage em- 
barrafTed and obftrufted. Some are indeed ftopt at 
once in their career by a fudden fhock of calamity, 
or diverted to a diflferent direftion by the crofs im- 
pulfe of fome violent paffion ; but far the greater 
part languifh by flow degrees, deviate at firfl into 
flight obliquities, and themfelves fcarcely perceive 
at what time their ardour forfook them, or when 
they lofl fight of their original defign. 

Wearinefs and negligence are perpetually prevail- 
ing by filent encroachments, aflifted by different 
caufes, and not obferved till they cannot, without 
great difBculty, be oppofed. Labour neceflarily 
requires paufes of eafe and relaxation, and the deli- 
cioufnefs of eafe commonly makes us unwilling to 
return to labowr. We, perhaps, prevail upon our- 
felves to renew our attempts, but eagerly liflen to 
^very argument for frequent interpofitions of amufe- 
ment ; for when indolence has once entered upon 
the mind, it can fcarcely be diipofTeffed but by.fuch 
efforts as very few are willing to exert. 
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It is the fate of induflry to be equally endangered 
by niifcarriage and fuccefs, by confidence and de- 
fpondency. He that engages in a great undertak- 
ing, with a falfe opinion of its facility, or too high 
conceptions of his own ftrength, is eafily difcou- 
raged by the firft hindrance of his advances, be- 
caufe he had promifed himfelf an equal and per. 
petual progreflion without impediment or diflurbance; 
when unexpected interruptions break in upon him, 
Jhe is in the (late of a man furprifed by a terapeft, 
where he purpofed only to baik in the calm, or fport 
in the (hallows. 

It is not only common to find the difficulty of an 
enterprize greater, but the profit lefs, than hope had 
piftured it. Youth enters the world with very 
happy prejudices in her own favour. She imagines 
herfelf not only certain of accomplifhing every ad- 
venture, but of obtaining thofe rewards which the 
accompliflmient may deferve, She is not eafily 
perfuaded to believe that the force of merit can be 
refifted by obftinacy and avarice, or its luftre dark- 
ened by envy and malignity. She has not yet 
learned that the moft evident claims to praife of 
preferment piay be rejefted by malice againft con- 
viftion, or by indolence without examination ; that 
they may be fometimes defeated by artifices, and 
fomptimes overborne by clamour ; that in the mingled 
numbers of mankind, many need no other provo- 
cation to enmity than that they find themfelves ex- 
celled ; that others have ceafed their curiofity, and 
confider every man who fills the mouth of report 
with a new name, as an intruder upon their retreat, 
and difturber of their repofej that fome are en- 
gaged 
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gaged in complications of interefl: which they ima« 
g4ne endangered by every innovation; that many 
yield themfelves up implicitly to every report which 
hatred diiTeminates or folly fcatters ; and that who* 
ever afpires to the notice of the publick, has in 
almoft every man an enemy and a rival ; and mud 
(Iruggle with the oppofition of the daring, and elude 
the ftratagems of the timorous, mud quicken the 
frigid and foften the obdurate, mufl reclaim per« 
verfenefs and inform ftupidity. 

It is no wonder that when the profpeft of reward 
has vaniflied, the zeal of enterprize fhould ceafe ; 
for who would perfevere to cultivate the foil which 
he has, after long labour, difcovered to be barren ? 
He who hath pleafed himfelf with anticipated praifes, 
and expefted that he fhould meet in every place 
with patronage or friendfhip, will foon remit his 
vigour, when he finds that from thofe who defire to 
be confidered as his admirers nothing can be hoped 
but cold civility, and that many refufe to own his 
excellence, left they fliould be too juftly expedted to 
reward it. 

A man, thus cut off from the profpeft of that port 
to which his addrefs and fortitude had been employ- 
ed to fteer him, often abandons himfelf to chance 
and to the wind, and glides carelefs and idle down 
the current of life, without refolution to make an- 
other effort, till he is fwallowed up by the gulph of 
mortality. 

Others are betrayed to the fame defertion of them- 
felves by a contrary fallacy. It was faid of Hanni- 
bal that he wanted nothing to the completion of his 

martial 
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martial virtues^ but that when be had gained a vic- 
tory he tbould kmcm how to ufe it. The folly of 
idcfifting too icon from iuccef^ful labours^ and the 
iukfte of enjoying advantages before they are fecured^ 
18 often fatal to men of impetuous deiire, to men 
vhofe confcioufnefs of uncommon powers fills thera 
with prefumption, and who having borne o{^fitioa 
down before them, and left emulation panting be- 
hind, are early perfuaded to ir^agine that they have 
reached the heights of perfection, and that now» 
being no longer in danger from competitors, they 
may pafs the reft of their days in the enjoyment of 
itheir acquifitions, in contemplation of their own fu- 
periority, and in attention to their own praifes, and 
look unconcerned from their eminence upon the toiU 
and contentions of meaner beings. 

It is not fufEciently confidered in the hour of ex- 
ultation, that all human excellence is comparative; 
that no man performs much but in proportion to 
what others accompliih, or to the time and oppor- 
tunities which have been allowed him ; and that he 
who flops at any point of excellence is every day 
fmking in eftimation, becaufe his improvement grows 
continually more incommenfurate to his life. Yet, 
as no man willingly quits opinions favourable to 
himfelf, they who have once been juftly celebrated, 
imagine that they ftil! have the fame pretenfions 
to regard, and feldom perceive the diminution of 
their charafter while there is time to recover it. 
Nothing then remains but murmurs and remorfej 
for if the fpendthrift's poverty be embittered by the 
refleftion that he once was rich, how muft the idler's 
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obfcurity be clouded by remembering that he once 
hadluftre! 

Thefe errors all arife from an original miftake of 
the true motives of action. He that never extends 
his view beyond the praifis or rewards of men, will 
be dejeded by negleft and envy, or in£itiiated by ho- 
nours and applaufe* But the confideration that life 
is only depofited in his hands to be employed in obe* 
dience to a mafter who will regard his endeavours, 
not his fuccefs, would have preferved him from 
trivial elations and difcouragements, and enabled 
him to proceed with conftancy and cheerfulnefs, 
neither enervated by commendation^ nor intimidated 
by cenfu{e. 
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Numb. 128. Saturday, June 8, 1751* 

O^Ti rap arriSfw 
"OlSof JvEf TMTOy Oi 

For not the brave, or wife, or great. 
E'er yet had happinefs complete : 
Nor PfietiSf^ grandfpn of ihe (ky. 

Nor Ca^musj fcap'd the (hafts of pahi. 
Though favour'd by the Pow'rs on high. 

With every blifs that man can gain. 

n^HE writers who have undertaken the tafk of 
reconciling mankind to their prefent ftate, and 
relieving the difcontent produced by the various dif- 
tribution of terreftriai advantages, frequently remind 
us that we judge too haftily of good and evil, that we 
view only the fuperficies of life, and determine of the 
whole by a very fmall part ; and that in the condi- 
tion of men it frequently happens, that grief and 
anxiety lie hid under the golden robes of profperity, 
and the gloom of calamity is cheered by fecret radi- 
ations of hope and comfort ; as in the works of na- 
ture the bog is fometimes covered with flowers, and 
the mine concealed in the barren crags. 

None but thofe who have learned the art of fub- 
jefting their fenfes as well as reafon to hypothetical 
fyftems, can be perfuaded by the mod fpecious rhe- 
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toTician that the lots of life are equal; yet it cannot 
be denied that every one has his peculiar pleafures 
and vexations, that external accidents operate vari** 
oufly upon different minds, and that no man can ex* 
aflly judge from his own fenfations, what another 
would feel in the fame circumflances. 

If the general difpofuion of things be eftiraated 
by the reprefentation which every one makes of his 
own eftate, the world mull be confidered as the abode 
of forrow and mifery j for how few can forbear to re- 
late their troubles and diftreffes? If we judge by 
the account which may be obtained of every man's 
fortune from others, it may be concluded, that we all 
are placed in an elyfian region, overfpread with the 
luxuriance of plenty, and fanned by the breezes of 
felicity ; fince fcarcely any complaint is uttered 
without cenfure from thofe that hear it, and almoft 
all are allowed to have obtained a provifion at lead 
adequate to their virtue or their underftanding, to 
poffefs either more than they deferve, or more than 
they enjoy. 

We are either born with fuch diffimilitude of 
temper and inclination, or receive fp many of our 
ideas and opinions from the ftate of life in which 
we are engaged, that the griefs and cares of one 
part of mankind feem to the other hypocrify, 
folly, and affeftation. Every clafs of fociety has 
its cant of lamentation, which is underftood or re- 
garded by none but themfelves ; and every part of 
life has its uneafinefles, which thofe who do not 
feel them will not commiferate. An event which 
fpreads diftraftion over half the commercial world, 
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aflembles the trading companies in councils and 
committees, and (hakes the nerves of a thoo&nd 
ftockjobbers, is read by the landlord and the hr* 
mer with frigid indiiFerence. An affair of love, 
which fills the young breaft with incelTant alter^^ 
nations of hope and fear, and deals away the night 
and day from every other pleafure or employment, 
is regarded by them whofe paflions time has extin* 
guiflied, as an amufement, which can properly raife 
neither joy nor forrow, and, though it may be faf- 
fered to fill the vacuity of an idle moment, fiioald 
always give way to prudence or intereft. 

He that never had any other defire than to fill 
a cheft with money, or to add another manour to 
his eftate, who never grieved but at t bad mort- 
gage, or entered a company but to make a bar- 
gain, would be aftonifhed to hear of beings known 
amon^ the polite and gay by the denomination 
of wits. How would he gape with, curiofity, or 
grin with contempt, at the mention of beings whd 
Ihave no wi(h but to fpeak what was never fpoken 
before; who, if they happen to inherit wealth, 
often exhauft their patrimonies in treating thofe 
who will hear them talk ; and if they are poor, 
negleft opportunities of improving their fortunes, 
for the pleafure of making others laugh ? How 
flowly would he believe that there are men who 
would rather lofe a legacy than the reputation of 
a diftich; who think it lefs difgrace to want mo» 
ney than repartee; whom the vexation of having 
been foiled in a contcft 6( raillery is fometimes 
fufficient to deprive of fleep j and who would efteem 

it 
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it a lighter evil to mifs a profitable bargain by 
foKtie accidental delay, than not to have thought 
of a fmart reply till the time of producing it was 
paft? How little would he fufped that this child 
of idlenefs and frolick enters every aflembly with a 
beating bofom, like a Ktigant on the day of de- 
cifion, and revolves the probability of applaufe with 
the anxiety of a confpirator, whofe fate depends 
upon the next night ; and at the hour of retirement 
he carries home, under. a fliow of airy negligence, 
a heart lacerated with envy, or deprefled with dif* 
appointment; and immures himfelf in his dofet, 
that he may difencumber his memory at leifure, re- 
view the progrefs of the day, ftate with accuracy 
his lofs or gain of reputation, and examine the caufes 
of his failure or fuccefs ? 

Yet more remote from common conceptions are 
the numerous and reftlefs anxieties, by which female 
happinefs is particularly didurbed. A folitary phi- 
lofopher would imagine ladies born with an exemp- 
tion from care and forrow, lulled in perpetual quiet> 
and feafted with unmingled pleafure ; for what can 
interrupt the content of thofe, upon whom one age 
has laboured after another to confer honours, and 
accumulate immunities; thofe to whom rudenefs is 
infamy, and infult is cowardice; whofe eye com* 
mands the brave, and whofe fmiles foften the fevere ; 
whom the failor travels to adorn, the foldier bleeds 
to defend, and the poet wears out life to celebrate ; 
who claim tribute from every art and fcience, and for 
whom all who approach them endeavour to multiply 
delights, without requiring from them any return 
but willingnefs to be pleafed ? 

Surely, 
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Surely, among thefe favourites of nature^ thus 
unacquainted with toil and danger, felicity muft 
have fixed her refidence ; they muft know only 
the changes of more vivid or more gentle joys ; 
their life muft always move either to the flow or 
fpnghtly melody of the lyre of gladnefs ; they caa 
never aflemble but to pleafure, or retire but to 
peace. 

Such would be the thoughts of every man who 
fliould, hover at a diftance round the world, and 
know it only by conjefture and fpeculation. But 
experience will foon difcover how eafily thofe arc 
difgufted who have been made nice by plenty 
and tender by indulgence. He will foon fee to 
how many dangers power is expofed which has 
no other guard thaii youth and beauty, and how 
eafily that tranquillity is molefted which can only 
be foothed with the fongs of flattery. It is impof- 
fible to fupply wants as fad as an idle imaginatiou 
may be able to form them, or to remove all in- 
conveniencies by which elegance refined into impa« 
tience may be offended. None are fo hard to pleafe, 
a3 thofe whom fatiety of pleafure makes weary of 
themfelves; nor any fo readily provoked as thofe 
who have been always courted with an emulation of 
civility. 

There are indeed fome ftrokes which the envy of 
fate aims immediately at the fair. The miftrefs of 
Catullus wept for her fparrow many centuries ago; 
and lapdogs will be fometimes fick in the prefent 
age. The moft fafliionable brocade is fubjeft to 
ftains ; a pinner, the pride of Brujfels^ may be torn 
by a carelefs waflierj a pifture may drop from a 
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teatch ; ot the triumph of a new fuit may be inter- 
rupted on the firft day of its enjoyment, and all dif« 
tmftions of dtefs unexpeftedly obliterated by a ge- 
neral mourning. 

Such is the (late of every age, every fex, and 
every condition: all have their cares, either from 
nature or from folly: and whoever therefore finds 
himfelf inclined to envy another, (hould remember 
that he knows not the real condition which he 
defires to obtain, but is certain that by indulging 
a vicious pailion, he mud leflfen that happinefs 
which he thinks already too fparingly beftowed. 
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Numb. 129. Tuesday, June 11, 1751. 

• Nuncy nunc 9 DfJale, dixit y 

Materiam^ qua Jit ingeniofus^ habet. 
Pqjpdet in terras^ et poffidet squora Minor c" 

Nt6 telhit nojirsy nee patet undafug£^ 
RtHat iter calo : calo ttntahimus ire. 

Da veniam capto^ yuplier alte^ meo> Ovid. 

Now, Dadalusy behold, by fate affignM, 
A talk proporiion'd to thy mighty mind ! 
Unconquer'd bars on earth and fca withfland ; 
Thine, Minosi is the main, and thine the land. 
The Ikies aic open — let us try the fkies : 
Forgive, great Jove^ the daring enttrprize. 

MORALISTS, like other writers, inftead of 
cafting their eyes abroad in the living world, 
and endeavouring to form maxims of pradice and 
new hints of theory, content their curiofity with that 
fecondary knowledge which books afford, and think 
ihemfelves entitled to reverence by a new arrange- 
ment of an ancient fyftem, or nev/ illuftration of 
eftabli(hed principles. The fage precepts of the 
firft inftruftors of the world are tranfmitted from 
age to age with little variation, and echoed from one 
author to another, not perhaps without fome lofs of 
their original force at every repercuflion. 
, I know not whether any other reafon than this 
idlenefs of imitation can be aifigned for that uni- 
form and conftant partiality, by which fome vices 
have hitherto efcaped cenfure, and fome virtues 
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wanted recommendation; nor can I difcover why 
elfe we have been warned only againfl: part of our 
enemies, while the reft have been fufFered to fteal 
upon us without notice ; why the heart has on one 
fide been doubly fortified, and laid opeii on the 
other to the incurfions of errour, and the ravages of 
vice* 

Among the favourite topics of moral declamation, 
may be numbered the mifcarriages of imprudent 
boldnefs, and the folly of attempts beyond our power* 
Every page of every philofopher is crowded with ex- 
amples of temerity that funk under burdens which 
Ihe laid upon herfelf, and called out enemies to 
battle by whom (he was deftroyed. 

Their remarks are too juft to be difputed, and too 
falutary to be rejefted,; but there is likewife fome 
danger left timorous prudence fliould be inculcated, 
till courage and enterprife are wholly reprefled, and 
the mind congealed in perpetual inaftiyity by the fatal 
influence of frigorifick wifdom. 

Every man Ihould, indeed, carefully compare his 
force with his undertaking j for though we ought 
not to live only for our own fakes, and though there- 
fore danger or difficulty fhould not be avoided merely 
becaufe we may expofe ourfelves to mifery or dif- 
grace ; yet it may be juftly required of us, not to 
throw away our lives upon inadequate and hopelefs 
defjgns, fince we might, by a juft eftimate of our abi- 
lities, become more ufefiil to mankind. 

There is an irrational- contempt of danger, 
which approaches nearly to the folly, if not the 
guilt, of fuicide ; there is a ridiculous perfeverance 
in imprafticable fchemes, which is juftly punifhed 
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with ignominy and reproach. But m the -wide 

regions of probability, which are the proper pro- 
vince of prudence and elefHon, there is always 
room to deviate on either fide of reflitude without 
rufhing againfl apparent abfurdity; and according 
to the inclinations of nature, or the impreflions of 
precept, the daring and the cautious may move in 
different directions without touching upon raihnefs 
or cowardice. 

That there is a middle path which it is every 
man's^ duty to find, and to keep, is unanimoufly con- 
fefled : but it is likewife acknowledged that this 
middle path is fo narrow, that it cannot eafily be 
difcovered, and fo little beaten, that there are no 
certain marks by which it can be followed : the care 
therefore of all thofe who c6nduft others has been^ 
that whenever they decline into obIiqaiti&, they 
•fliould tend towards the fide of fafety. 

It can, indeed, raife no wonder that temerity has 
been generally cenfured ; for it is one of the vices 
with which few can be charged, and which therefore 
great numbers are ready to condemn. It is the 
vice of noble and generous minds, the exuberance of 
magnanimity, and the ebullition of genius ; and is 
therefore not regarded with much tendernefs, be- 
caufe it never flatters us by that appearance of foft- 
nefs and imbecility which is commonly neceflary to 
conciliate compaflion. But if the fame attention had 
been applied to the fearch of arguments againfl the 
folly of prefuppofing impofiibilities, and anticipat- 
ing fruftration, I know not whether many would not 
have been roufed to ufefulnefs, who, having been 
taught to confound prudence with temerity, never 
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ventured to excel, left they (hould unfortunately 

fea. 

It is neceffary to diftinguifh our own intcreft from 
that of others, and that diftindion will perhaps 
af&ft us in fixing the juft limits of caution and 
adventuroufnefs. In an undertaking that involves 
the happinefs or the fafety of many, we have cer- 
tainly no right to hazard more than is allowed by 
thofe who partake the danger ; but where only 
ourfelves can fuflFer by mifcarriage, we are not con- 
fined within fuch narrow limits ; and ftill lefs is the 
reproach of temerity, when numbers will receive 
advantage by fuccefs, and only one be incommoded 
by failure. 

Men are generally willing to hear precepts by 
which eafe is favoured; and as no refentment is 
raifed by general ' reprefentations of human folly,, 
even in thofe who are moft eminently jealous of 
comparative reputation, we confefs, without re- 
ludance, that vain man is ignorant of his own 
weaknefs, and therefore frequently prefumes to at- 
tempt what he can npver accomplifh ; but it ought 
Hkewife to be remembered, that man is no lefs 
ignorant of his own powers, and might perhaps 
have accomplifhed a thoufand defigns, which the 
prejudices of cowardice reftrained him from at- 
tempting. 

It it obferved in the golden verfes oi Pythagoras^ 
that Power is never far from necejftty. The vigour 
of the human mind quickly appears, when there is 
no longer any place for doubt and hefitation, when 
diffidence is abforbed in the fenfe of danger, or 
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overwhelmed by fome refifllefs paflion. We then 
foon difcover, that difficulty is, for the mod part 
the daughter of idlenefs, that the obflacles with 
which our y^ay feemed to be obftrufted were only 
phantoms, which we believed real, becaufe we durft 
not advance to a clofe examination; and we learn 
that it is impoffible to determine without experience 
how much cpnftancy may endure, or perfeverance 
perform. 

But whatever pleafure may \)t found in the re- 
view of diftreffes when art or courage has furmount- 
cd them, few will be perfuaded to wifh that they 
may be awakened by want or terrour to the con* 
yiflion of their owii abilities. Every one ihould 
therefore endeavour to invigorate himfelf by reafon 
and refledion, and determine to exert the latent 
force that nature may have repofed in him, 
before the hour of exigence comes upon him, and 
compulfion fhall torture him to diligence. It is 
below the dignity of a reafonable being to owe 
that ftrength to neceffity which ought always to 
aft at the call of choice, or to need any other 
motive to induftry than the defire of performing 
his duty. 

Reflexions that may drive away defpair, cannot 
be wanting to him who confiders how much life i% 
now advanced beyond the ftate of naked, undif- 
pplined, i|ninftru6led nature. Whatever has be^n 
effefted for convenience or elegance, while it was 
yet unknown, was believed impolEble; and there- 
fore would never have been attempted, had not 
fome, more daring than the reft, adventured to bid 
' defiance 
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defiance to prejudice and cenfure. Nor is there yet 
any reafon to doubt that the fame labour would be 
rewarded with the fame fuccefs. There are qualities 
in the produdls of nature yet undifcovered, and 
combinations in the powers of art yet untried. It 
is the duty of every man to endeavour that fome- 
thing may be added by his induftry to the hereditary 
aggregate of knowledge and happinefs. To add 
much can indeed be the lot of few, but to add fome- 
thing, however little, every one may hope; and of 
every honeft endeavour, it is certain, that, however 
yi^fuccefsful, it will be at lad rewarded, 
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Numb. 130. Saturday, June 15, 1751. 

Nonjie prata novo vere deeenila 

JEjlaiu caUds difpolua vapor ^ 

S£vit folfiiiio cum meditu £eti 

Utfulgor teturu qui radiai genu 

Momenta rapitftr^ nullaque non iSei 

Formo/iJPoRum corporis abftuJii, 

Res eji forma fugax. ^isfafiens hontk 

ConfidaifragiUP Senc^A. 

Not fafter in the rummer's ray 

The fpring's frail beauty fades away. 

Than anguiHi and decay confume 

The rmlling virgin's rofy bloom. 

8ome beauty's fnatch'd each day, each hour ; 

For beauty is a fleeting flow'r : 

Then how can wifdom e'er confide 

In beauty's momentary pride \ Elphivstov, 

To the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 
'l^ O U have very lately obfervcd that in the nu- 
-*- merous fubdivifions of the world, every clafs 
and order of mankind have joys and forrows of their 
own; we all feel hourly pain and pleafure from 
events which pafs unheeded before other eyes, but 
can fcarcely communicate our perceptions to minds 
pre-occupied by different objefts, any more than the 
delight of well difpofed colours or harmonious founds 
can be imparted to fuch as want the fenfes of hearing 
pr of fight. 

I am 
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I am fo ftrongly convinced of the juftnefs of this 
remark, and have on fo many occafions difcovered 
with how little attention pride looks upon calamity 
of which ihe thinks herfelf not in danger, and in- 
dolence liftens to complaint when it is not echoed by 
her own remembrance, that though I am about to 
lay the occurrences of my life before you, I queftion 
whether you will condefcend to perufe my narrative, 
or without the help of fome female fpeculatift to be 
^ble to underftand it. 

I was bom a beauty. From the dawn of reafon I 
had my regard turned wholly upon myfelf, nor can 
recoiled any thing earlier than praife and admiration. 
My mother, whofe face had luckily advanced her 
to a condition above her birth, thought no evil fo 
great as deformity. She had not the power of ima- 
gining any ^other defeft than a cloudy complexion, 
or difproportionate features; and therefore con- 
templated me as an aiTemblage of all that could raife 
envy or defire, and predifted with triumphant fond- 
nefs the extent of my conquefts, and the number of 
my Haves. 

She never mentioned any of my young acquaint- 
ance before me, but to remark how much they fell 
below my perfeftion ; how one would have had a fine 
face but that her eyes were without luftre; how 
another ftruck the fight at a diftance, but wanted 
my hair and teeth at a nearer view ; another difgraced 
an elegant ihape with a brown ftin ; fdme had fliort 
fingers, and others dimples in a wrong place. 

As flie expcded no happinefs nor advantage but 
from beauty, flie thought nothing but beauty worthy 
of her care ; and her maternal kindnefs was chiefly 

exercifed 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



378 THE RAMBLER. ^^30- 

exercifed in contrivances to proteft me from any ac- 
cident that might deface me with a fear, or ftain me 
with a freckle: fhe never thought me fufficiently 
fliaded from the fun, or fcreened from the fire. She 
was fevere or indulgent with no other intention than 
the prefervation of my form ; (he excufed me from 
work, left I fliould learn to hang down my head, or 
harden my finger with a needle ; (he fnatched away 
my book, becaufe a young laJy in the neighbour- 
hood had made her eyes red with reading by a candle; 
but (he would fcarcely fuffer me to eat, left I fhould 
fpoil my ihape, nor to walk left I fhould fwell my 
ancle with a fprain. At night I was accurately fur- 
veyed from head to foot, left I fhould have fufFered 
apy diminution of my charms in the adventures of the 
day; and was never permitted to fleep, till I had 
paffed through the cofmetick difcipline, part of which 
was a regular luftration performed with bean-flower 
water and May-dews ; my hair was perfumed with 
variety of unguents, by fome of which it was to be 
thickened, and by others to be curled. The foftncfs 
of my hands was fecured by medigated gloves, and 
my bofom rubbed with a pomade prepared by my 
mother, of virtue to difcufs pimples, and clear difco^ 
lorations. 

I was always called up early, becaufe the morning 
air gives a frefhnefs to the cheeks ; but I was placed 
behind a curtain in my mother's chamber, becaufe 
the neck is eafily tanned by the rifing fun. I was 
then drefTed with a thoufand precautions, and again 
heard my own praifes, and triumphed in the compli- 
ments and prognoftications of all that approached 
mc. 

My 



Digitised by VjOOQ IC 



U^j3o. THE RAMBLER. 379 

My mother was not fo much prepoflefled with aa 
opinion of my natural excellencies as not to think 
fome cultivation neceflary to their completion. She 
took care that I (hould want none of the accomplifh- 
nieilts included in female education, or confidered 
neceffary in fafliionable life, I was looked upon in 
my ninth year as the chief ornament of the dancing- 
mafter's ball, and Mr. Ariet ufed to reproach his 
other fcholars with my performances on the harpfii- 
chord. At twelve I was remarkable for playing my 
cards with great elegance of manner, and accuracy 
of judgment. 

At lad the time came when my mother thought 
me perfeft in my exercifes, and qualified to difplay 
in the open world thofe accomplifliments which 
had yet only been difcovered in feledl parties, or 
domeftick affemblies. Preparations were therefore 
made for my appearance on a publick night, which 
flie confidered as the mod important and critical 
moment of imy life. She cannot be charged with 
neglefting any means of recommendation, or leaving 
any thing to chance which prudence could afcertain. 
Every ornament was tried in every pofition, every 
friend was confulted about the colour of my drefs, 
and the mantua-makers were haraflfed with diredions 
and alterations. 

At lad the night arrived from which my future life 
was to be reckoned. I was dreffed and fent out to 
conquer, with a heart beating like that of an old 
knight-errant at his fird fally. Scholars have told 
me of a Spartan matron, who, when fhe armed her 
fon for battle, bade him bring back his fhield, or be 
bfought upon it. My venerable parent difmiflfed me 

to 
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to a field, in her opinion of equal glory, vith a 
command to (hew that I was her daughter^ and not 
to return without a lover. 

I went, and was received like other plealing no 
▼elties with a tumult of applaufe. Every man who 
valued himfclf upon the graces of his perfon, or the 
elegance of his addrefs, crowded about me, and wit 
and fplendour contended for my notice. I was de- 
lightfully fatigued with inceffant civilities, which 
were made more pleafing by the apparent envy of 
thofe whom my prefence expofed to negleft, and 
returned with an attendant equal in rank and wealth 
to my utmoft wiflies, and from this time flood in the 
firft rank of beauty, was followed by gazers in the 
Mall, celebrated in the papers of the day, imitated by 
all who endeavoured to rife into fafliion, and cenfured 
by thofe whom age or difappointment forced to retire. 

My mother, who pleafed herfelf with the hopes 
of feeing my exaltation, dreffed me with all the ex- 
uberance of finery ; and when I reprefented to her 
that a fortune might be expefted proportionate to ray 
appearance, told me that (he fliould fcorn the reptile 
who could inquire after the fortune of a girl like me. 
She advifed me to profecute my vidories, and time 
would certainly bring me a captive who might de- 
fer ve the honour of being enchained for ever. 

My lovers were indeed fo numerous, that I ha4 
no other care than that of determining to whom I 
fliould feem to give the preference. But having 
been fteadily and induftrioufly inftrufted. to pre- 
ferve my heart from any impreffions which might 
hinder me from confulting my intereft, I aSed with 
lefs embarrafliuent, becaufe my choice was regulated 

by 
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by principles more clear and certain than the caprice 
of approbation. When I had fingled out one from 
the reft as more worthy of encouragement, I pro- 
ceeded in my meafures by the rules of art ; and yet 
when the ardour of the firft vifits was fpent, gene- 
rally found a fudden declenfion of my influence; I 
felt in myfelf the want of fome power to diverfiiy 
amufement, and enliven converlation, and could not 
but fufped that my mind failed in performing the 
promifes of my face. This opinion was foon con- 
firmed by one of my lovers, who married Lavima 
with lefs beauty and fortune than mine, becaufe he 
thought a wife ought to have qualities which might 
make her amiable when her bloom was part. 

The vanity of my mother would nqt fuffer her to 
dlfcover any defed in one that had been formed by 
her inftruftiohs, and had all the excellence which flie 
herfelf could boaft. She told me that nothing fo 
much hindered the advancement of women as litera- 
ture and wit, which generally frightened away thofe 
that could make the beft fettlements, and drew about 
them a needy tribe of poets and philofophers, that 
filled their heads with wild notions of content, and 
contemplation, and virtuous obfcurity. She there- 
fore enjoined me to improve my minuet-ftep with a 
new French dancing-mafter, and wait the event of the 
next birth-night. 

I had now almoft completed my nineteenth year : 
if my charms had loft any of their foftnefs, it was 
more than compenfated by additional dignity; and 
if the attraSions of innocence were impaired, their 
place was fupplied by the arts of allurement. I was 
therefore preparing for a new attack, without any 

abatement 
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abatement of my confidence, when, in the midft of 
my hopes and fchemes, I was feized by that dreadful 
malady which has fo often put a fudden end to the 
tyranny of beauty. I recovered my health after a 
long confinement ; but when I looked again on that 
face which had been often fluflied with tranfport at 
its own refleflion, and faw all that I had learned to 
value, all that I had endeavoured to improve, all that 
had procured me honours or praifes, irrecoverably 
defiroyed, I funk at once into melancholy and der 
fpondence. My pain was not much confoled or al- 
leviated by my mother, who grieved that I had not 
loft my life together with my beauty ; and declared, 
that fhe thought a young woman divefted of her 
charms had nothing for which thofe who loved her 
could defire to fave her from the grave. 

Having thus continued my relation to the period 
from which my life took a new courfe, I fhall con- 
clude it in another letter, if, by publifliing this, you 
fhew any regard for the correfpondence of, 

SIR, &c. 

Victoria. 
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Numb. 131. Tuesday^ June 18, 1751. 

Fatis accede detfquc^ 
Et colefelicu ; miferQsfuge. Sidera ettlo 
Ut dtflantf Jlamma mari^ Jic utik reSo. LuCAK. 

Still follow where aufpicious fates invite ; 
Carefs the happy, and the wretched (light* 
Sooner fball jarring elements unite. 
Than truth with gain, than intereft with right. 

F. Lewis* 

'TpHERE is fcarcely any fentiment in which, 
-** amidft the innumerable varieties of inclina- 
tion, that nature or accident have fcattered in the 
world, we find greater numbers concurring, than iri 
the wifh for riches ; a wifh indeed fo prevalent that 
it may be confidered as univerfal and tranfcendental, 
as the defire in which all other defires are included, 
and of which the various purpofes which aftuate 
mankind are only fubordinate fpecies and different 
modifications. 

Wealth is the general center of inclination, the 
point to which all minds preferve an invariable ten- 
dency, and from which they afterwards diverge in 
numberlefs direftions. Whatever is the remote or ulti- 
mate defign, the immediate car^ is to be rich ; and in 
whatever enjoyment we intend finally to acquiefce, 
we feldom confider it as attainable but by the means 
of money. Of wealth therefore all unanimoufly con- 
fefs the valuei nor is there any difagreement but 
about the ufe. 

No 
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No defire can be formed which riches do not affift 
to gratify. He that places his happinefs in fplendid 
equipage or numerous dependants, in refilled praife 
or popular acclamations, in the accumulation of cu« 
riofities or the revels of luxury, in fplendid edifices 
or wide plantations, muft ftill either by birth or ac* 
> quifition pofTefs riches. They may be confidered as 
the elemental principles of pleafure, which may be 
combined with endlefs diverfity ; as the eflential and 
necefTary fubflance, of which only the form is left to 
be adjufted by choice. 

The neceifity of riches being thus apparent, it is 
not wonderful that almoft every mind has been em« 
ployed in endeavours to acquire them ; that multi- 
tudes have vied in arts by which life is fumiihed with 
accommodations, and which therefore mankind may 
reafonably be expefted to reward. 

It had indeed been happy, if this predominant ap- 
petite had operated only in concurrence with virtue, 
by influencing none butthofe who were zealous to 
deferve what they were eager to pofiefs, and had abi* 
^lities to improve their own fortunes by contributing 
to the eafe or happinefs of others. To have riches 
and to have merit would then have been the fame, 
and fuccefs might reafonably have been confidered as 
a proof of excellence. 

But we do not find that any of the wiflies of men 
keep a ftated proportion to their powers of attain- 
ment. Many envy and defire wealth, who can never 
procure it by honeft induftry or ufeful knowledge* 
They therefore turn their eyes about to examine what 
other methods can be found of gaining that which 

none. 
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none, however impotent or worthlefs, will be con- 
tent to want. 

A little inquiry will difcover that there are nearer 
ways to profit than through the intricacies of art, or 
up the fteeps of labour ; what wifdom and virtue 
fcarcely receive at the clofe of life, as the recompence 
of long toil and repeated efforts, is brought within 
the reach of fubtilty and difhonefty by more expe- 
ditious and compendious meafures : the wealth of 
credulity is an open prey to falfehood ; and the pof- 
fefHons of ignorance and imbecility are eafily ftolen 
away by the conveyances of fecret artifice, or feized 
by the gripe of unrefifted violence. 

It is likewife not hard to difcover that riches al- 
ways procure protedion for themfelves, that they 
dazzle the'eyes of inquiry, divert the celerity of pur- 
fuit, or appeafe the ferocity of vengeance. When 
any man is inconteftibly known to have large pof- 
fefHons, very few think it requifite to inquire by 
what praftices they were obtained ; the refentment 
of mankind rages only againfl the ftruggles of feeble 
and timorous corruption, but when it has furmounted 
the firfl oppofition, it is afterwards fupported by fa- 
vour, and animated by applaufe. 

The profpeft of gaining fpeedily what is ardently 
defired, and the certainty of obtainmg by every ac- 
cefTion of advantage an addition of^fecurity, have 
fo far prevailed upon the paf&ons of mankind, that 
the peace of life is deftroyed by a general and incef- 
fant ftruggle for riches. It is obferved of gold, by 
» on old epigrammatift, that to have it is to be infear^ 
and to want it is to be in for row. There is no con- 
dition which is not difquieted either with the care 
Vol. V. C c of 
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of gaining pr of keeping money j and the race of 
man may be divided in a political eftimate between 
thofe who are praftifing fraud, and thofe who are re- 
pelling it. 

If we coufider the prefent ftate of the world, it 
will be found, that all confidence is loft among man- 
kind, that no man ventures to a£t, where money can 
be endangered upon the faith of another. It is 
impoffible- to fee the long fcrolls in which every 
contract is included, with all their appendages of 
feals and^ atteftation, without wondering at the de- 
pravity of thofe beings, who muft be reftrained 
from violation of promife by fuch formal and pub- 
lick evidences, and precluded from equivocation and 
fubterfuge by fuch punctilious minutenefs. Among 
all the fatires to which folly and wickednefs have 
given occafion, none is equally fevere with a bond 
or a fettlement. 

Of the various arts by which riches may be ob- 
tained, the greater part are ' at the firft view irrecon- 
ciieable with the laws of virtue ; fome are openly 
. flagitious, and prad^ifed not only in negle&, but ia 
defiance of faith and juftice ; and the reft are on 
every fide fo entangled with dubious tendencies, and 
fo befet with perpetual temptations, that very few, 
even of thofe who are not yet abandoned, are able 
to preferve their innocence, or can produce any other 
claim to pardpn than that they have deviated from 
the right lefs than others, and have fooner and mora 
diligently endeavoured to return. 

One of the chief chara£leriftickt of the golden age, 
of the age in which neither ciire nor danger had in- 
truded on mankind, is the community of pofleilions : 

ftrife 
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ftrife and fraud were totally excluded, and ev6ry tur-i 
bulent paffion was ftilled by plenty and equality* 
Such were indeed happy times, but fuch times can 
return no more. Community of poffeflion muft in- 
clude fpontaneity of produ£tion; for what is obtain- 
ed by labour will be of right the property of him by 
whole labour it is gained. And while a rightful 
claim to pleafure or to affluence muft be procured 
either by flow induftry or uncertain hazard, there 
will always be multitudes whom cowardice or impa- 
tience incite to more fafe and more fpeedy methods, 
who ftrive to pluck the fruit without cultivating the 
tree, and to (hare the advantages of vidlory without 
partaking the danger of the battle. 

In later ages, the conviction of the danger to 
which virtue is expofed while the mind continues 
open to the influence of riches, has determined many 
to vows of perpetual poverty ; they have fuppr^fled 
defire by cutting off the poflEibility of gratification, 
and fecured their peace by deftfoying the enemy 
whom they had no hope of reducing to quiet fubjec- 
tion. But by debarring themfelves from evil, they 
have refcinded many opportunities of good ; they 
have too often funk into inactivity and ufeleflhefs} 
and though they have forborne to injure fociety, 
have not fully ' paid their contributions to its happi- 
nefs. 

While riches are fo neceflfary to prefent conveiu- 
ence, and fo much more eafily obtained by crimes 
than virtues, the mind can only be fecured from 
yielding to the continual impulfe of coyetoulhefs by 
the preponderation of unchangeable and eternal mo- 
tives. Gold will turn the intellectual balance, when 
C c a weighed 
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weighed only againft reputation j but will be tight 
and ineffectual when the oppofite fcale is charged 
with juftice, veracity, and piety. 



Numb* 132* Saturday, June 22^ 1751. 



■ Docilfs tmitandu 



7urpibus ae prav'u omnesjumut, Juv. 

The mind of mortals in pcrverfencfs ftrotig. 
Imbibes with dire docib'ty the wrong. 

To the RAMBLER. 

Mr. Rambler, 

I WAS bred a fcholar, and after the ufual courfe 
of education, found it neceffafy to employ for 
the fupport of life that learning which I had almoft 
exhaufted my little fortune in acquiring. The lu- 
crative profeffions drew my regard with equal attrac- 
tion; each prefented ideas which excited my curi- 
ofity, and each impofed duties which terrified my 
apprehenfion, 

• There is no temper more unpropitious to inte- 
reft than defultory application and unlimited iq- 
quiry, by which the defires are held in a perpetual 
equipoife, and fhe mind fludluates between different 
purpofes without determination. I had books of every 
kind round me, among which I divided my time as 
caprice or accident direfled. I often fpcnt the firft 
hours of the day, in confidering to what ftudy I 

ihould 
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ihould devote the reA ; and at lad {batched up any 
author that lay upon the table, or perhaps fled to a 
coffee-houfe for deliverance from the anxiety of irre- 
foludon» and the gloominefs of folitude. 

Thus my little patrimony grew imperceptibly lefs> 
till I was roufed from my literary flumber by a cre- 
ditor, whofe importunity obliged me to pacify him 
with fo large a fum, that what remained was not fuf-^ 
ficient to fupport me more than eight months. I 
hope you will not reproach me with avarice or 
cowardice, if I acknowledge that I now thought my- 
felf in danger of diftrefs, and obliged to endeavour 
after fome certain competence. 

There have been heroes of negligence, who have 
laid the price of their la(t acre in a drawer, and, 
without the lead interrupdon of their tranquillity, or 
abatement of their expences, taken out one piece 
after another, till there was no more remaining; 
But I was not born to fuch dignity of imprudence^ 
or fuch exaltation above the cares and neceffities of 
life : I therefore immediately engaged my friends to 
procure me a little employment, which might fet me 
free from the dread of poverty, and afford me time 
to plan out fome final fchetne of lading advantage^ 

My friends were ftruck with honed folicitude, and 
immediately promifed their endeavours for my extri- 
cation. They did not fuifer their kindnefs to Ian* 
guifli by delay, but profecuted their inquiries with 
fuch fuccefs, that in lefs than a month I was per- 
plexed with variety of oiFers and contrariety of pro^ 
ipeds. 

I had however no time for long paufes of con- 

fideration ; and therefore foon refolved to accept the 

C c 3 office 
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office of inftruding a young nobleman in the boufe 
of bis father : I went to the feat at which the £unily 
then happened to refide, was received with great po- 
litenefs, and invited to enter immediately on mj 
charge. The terms offered were fuch as I (hould 
willingly have accepted, though my fortune had al- 
lowed me greater liberty of choice : the refpedl with 
which I was treated flattered my vanity ; and perhaps 
thefplendor of the apartments, and the luxury of 
the table were not wholly without their, influence. 
I immediately complied with the prc^ofals, and re- 
ceived the young lord into my care. 

Having no defire to gain more than I fhould truly 
defervej I «ery diligently profecuted my undertaking, 
and had the fatis&dion of difcovering in my pupil a 
flexible temper, a quick apprehenfion, and a retenr- 
tive memory. I did not much doubt that my c^rc 
would, in time, produce a wife and ufeful counfellor 
to the.ftate, though my labours were fomewhat obb 
ftruded by want of authority, and the neceflity of 
complying with the freaks of negligence,, and of 
waiting patiently for the lue^y moment of voluntary 
attention. To a.m^n, whpfe imagination was filled 
ygnth the. dignity of knowledge, and to whom a ftu« 
diojas life had made all the cpmrnK^n amufements 
infipid and contemptible, it was not very eafy to • 
fupprefs his indignation, when he faw . hipfelf for^ 
faken in the midft of his ledure, for an opportunity 
to catch an infeA,^ and found .his infl:ru£tions de* 
tarred from accefs to the intcUeftuaL faculties, by 
the memory of a childifli frolick, or the defire of 9 
new. plaything* 

Thofe 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



K* 13a. THE' rambler:' 551 

Thofe vexations would have recurred lefs fre- 
quently, had not his mamma^ by entreating at one 
time that he (hould be excufed from ataik a^a re* 
ward for fome petty compliance, and Avkhholding 
him from his book at another, to gratify herfelf or 
her vifitants with his vivacity, (hewn him that every 
thing was more pleaiing and more important than 
knowledge, and that ftudy was to be endured father 
than chofen, and was only the bufmefs of thofe houit 
which pleafure left vacant, or difcipline ufurped. 

I thbught it my duty to complain, in tender terms, 
of thefe frequent avocations ; but was anfwered, that 
rank and fortune might reafonably hope for fome in- 
dulgence ; that the retardation of my pupil's pto-^ 
grefs would not be imputed to any negligence ot 
inability of mine; and that with the fuccefs which- 
fatisfied every body elfe, I might furely fatisfy' my- 
felf. I had now done my duty, and without more' 
remonftrarices^ continued to inculcate my precepts 
whenever they could be heard, gained every day new 
influence, and found that by degrees my fcholar be- 
gan to feel the quick in>puires of curiofity, and thc 
honefl ardour of (ludious ambition. 

At length it was refolved to pafs a winter in Lon*, 
don. The lady had too much fondnefs for her fon' 
to live five months without him, and too high an 
•pinion of his wit and learning to refufe her vanity 
the gratification of exhibiting him to the publick, I 
remonftrated againft too early an acquaintance with' 
cards and company ; but wiib a foft contempt of my 
ignorance and pedantry, ibe faid that he had been ' 
already confined too long to folitary ftudy, and it' 
was now time to fliew him the world ; nothing was ^ 
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more a brand of meannefs than bafliful timidity ; gay 
freedom and elegant aflurance were only to be gained 
by mixed converfation, a frequent intercourfe with 
flrangers, and a timely introdudion to fplendid af- 
femblies; and (he had more than once obferred, 
that his forwardnefs and complaifance began to de- 
fert him, that he was fil^nt when he had not fome« 
thing of confequence to fay, bluflied whenever he 
happened to find himfelf miftaken, and hung down 
his head in the prefence of the ladies without the rea-r 
dinefs of reply, and a£tivicy of ofEcioufnefs remark- . 
able in young gentlemen chat are bred in Londoru 
. Again I found refinance hopelefs, and agsuii 
thought it proper to comply. We entered the 
coach, and in four days were placed in the gayeft 
and mod magnificent region of the town. My pu- 
pil, who had for feveral years lived at a remote feat, 
was immediately dazzled with a thoufand beams of 
Bovelty and (how. His imagination was filled with 
the perpetual tumult of pleafure that pafled before 
him, and it was impoflTible to allure him from the 
window, or to overpower by any charm of eloquence 
the rattle of coaches, and the founds which echoed 
from the doors in the neighbourhood. In three 
days his attention, which he began to regain, was 
difturbed by a rich fuit, in which he was equipped 
for the reception of company, and which, having 
been long accudomed to a plain drefs, he could not at 
firft furvey without ecftacy. 

. The arrival of the family was now formally noti- 
fied ; every hoar of every day brought more intimate 
or mote di(la;it acquaintances to the door ; and my 
pupil was indifcrxminately introduced to alL that he 

d might 
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might accuftom himfelf to change of faces, and be 
rid with fpeed of his ruftick diffidence. He foon 
endeared himfelf to his mother by the fpeedy acqui- 
fitidn or recovery of her darling qualities ; his eyes 
fparkle at a numerous alTembly, and his heart dances 
at the mention of a ball. He has at once caught the 
infedion of high life, and has no other teft of prin- 
ciples or anions than the quality of thofe to whom 
they are afcribed. He begins already to look down 
on me with fuperiority, and fubmits to one (hort 
leflbn in a week^ as an a6l of condefcenfion rather 
than obedience ; for he is of opinion, that no tutor 
is properly qualified who cannot fpeak French; and 
having formerly learned a few familiar phrafes from 
his lifter's governefs, he is every day foliciting his 
mamma to procure him a foreign footman, that he 
may grow polite by his converfation. I am not yet 
infulted, but find myfelf likely to become foon a 
iuperfluous incumbrance, for my fcholar has now no 
time for fcience, or for virtue : and the lady yefter- 
day declared him fo much the favourite of every com-i 
pany, that (he was afraid he would not have an hour 
in the day to dance and fence. 

I am, ^c. 

EUMATHES. 
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Numb. 133. Tuesday, June 25, 1751. 

fifagna qmdtmfacrts qu£ diti precepia BheWu 
Vi&rixforttnut fapUntia^ D'utmus auiem 
Hot quoquefeVtces^ qui f err e tncommoda vii£f 
Nee jaSare jugum vUa ditBcere magiftrd. Jvt. 

Let Stoicke ethichs haughty rules advance 

To combat fortune, and to conquer chance : 

Yet happy thofe, though not fo learn'd are thought. 

Whom life inllruds, who by experience. taught^ 

For new to come .from pad misfortunes look. 

Nor ihake the yoke, which galls the more 'tis fbook. 

Creech. 

To the RAMBLER. 
SIR, 
yj^ O U have ffiewn, by the publication of my let. 
^ ter, that you think the Fife of VlBoria not whoUy 
unworthy of the notice of a philofopher: I (hall 
therefore continue my narrative, without any apo-* 
logy for unimportance which you have dignified, or 
for inaccuracies which you are to correft. 

When my life appeared to be no longer in danger, 
and as much of my ftrength was recovered as ena^ 
bled me to bear the agitation of a coach, I was placed 
at a lodging in a neighbouring village, to which my 
mother difmiffed me with a faint embrace, having 
repeated her command not to expofe my face too 
foon to the fun or wind, and told me, that with care 
I might perhaps become tolerable again. The pro- 
fped of being tolerable had very little power to ele- 
vate the imagination of one who had fo long been 

accuf- 
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mccuftomed to praife and ecftacy ; hut it was feme 
fatisfaftion to be feparated from my mother^ who wat 
ince&ntly ringmg the knell of departed beauty, and 
never entered my room without the whine of con* 
dolance, pr the growl of anger. She often wander- 
ed over my iace, as travellers over the ruins of a 
celebrated city, to note every place which had once 
•^ been remarkable for a happy feature. She conde- 
fcended.to vifit my retirement, but always left me 
more melancholy ; for after a thoufand trifling en^ 
quiries about my diet, and a minute examination of 
my looks, (he generally concluded with a figh, that 
I fliould never more be fit to be feen. 

At laft I was permitted to return home, but 
found no great improvement of my condition ; 
for I was imprifoned in my chamber as a crimi<* 
nal, whpfe appearance would difgrace my friends^ 
and condemn me to be tortured into new beauty^ 
Every experiment which the officioufnefs of folly 
could communicate, or the credulity of ignorance 
admit, was tried upon me. Sometimes I was co« 
ver^d with emollients, by which it was expe£^ed 
that all the fears would be filled, and my cheeks 
plumped up to their former fmoothnefs ; and fome- 
times I was puniihed with artificial excoriations, in 
hopes of gaining new graces with a new Ikin. The 
cofmetick fcience was exhaufted upon me; but who 
can repair the ruins of nature? My mother was 
forced to give me refl at laft, and abandon me to the 
fate of a fallen toaft, whofe fortune fhe confidered as 
a hopelefs game, no longer worthy of folicitude or 
attention. 

The 
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The condition of a young woman who has never 
thought or heard of any other exceiknce than beauty^ 
and whom the fudden blail of difeafe wrinkles in 
her bloom, is indeed fufficiently calamitous. She 
is at once deprived of all that gave her eminence or 
power ; of all that elated her pride, or animated her 
activity ; all that filled her days with pleafure, and 
her nights with hope ; all that gave gladnefs to the 
prefent hour, or brightened her profpeds of futurity. 
It is perhaps not in the power of a man whofe atten- 
tion has been divided by diverlity of purfuits, and 
who has not been accuftomed to derive from others 
much of his happinefs, to image to himfelf fuch 
helplefs deftitution, fuch difmal inanity. Every ob- 
jed of pleafing contemplation is at ouce fo arched 
away, and the foul finds every receptacle of ideas 
empty, or filled only with, the memory of joys that 
can return no more. All is gloomy • privation, or 
impotent defire ; the faculties of anticipation ilum- 
ber in defpondency, or the powers of pleafure mutiny 
for employment. 

I was fo little able to find entertainment for 
myfelf, that I was forced in a fhort time to venture 
abroad, as the folitary favage is driven by hunger 
from his cavern. I entered with all the humility of 
difgrace into aiTemblies, where 1 had lately fparkled 
with gaiety, and towered with triumph. I was not 
wholly without hope, that dejeftion had mifreprc- 
fented me to myfelf, and. that the remains of my 
former face might yet have fome attraAion and in- 
fluence; but the firft circle of vifirs convinced me^ 
that my reign was at an end ; that life and death- 
were 
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were no longer in my bands ; that I was no more to 
pradife the glance of command, or the frown of 
prohibition ; to receive the tribute of fighs and praifes^ 
or be foothed with the gentle, murmurs of amorous 
timidity. My opinion was now unheard, and my 
propofals were unregarded; the narrownefs of my 
knowledge, and the meannefs of my fentiments were 
eafily difcovered, when the eyes were no longer en« 
gaged againft the judgment ; and it was obferved, 
by thofe who had formerly been charmed with my 
vivacious loquacity, that my underftanding was im« 
paired as well as my face, and that I was no longer 
qualified to fill a place in any company 1:^ t a party at 
^ards« 

It is fcarcely to be imagined •how fooa the mind 
iinks to a level with the condition. I, who had long 
^onfidered all who approached me as vaflals con* 
demned to regulate their pleafures by my eyes, and 
harafs their inventions for my entertainment, was ia 
iefs than three weeks reduced to receive a ticket with 
.profeflions of obligation ; to catch with eagernefs at 
a complimeat ; and to watch with all the anxioufnefs 
x>f dependance, left any little civility that was paid mc 
Should' pafs unacknowledged. 

Though the negligence of the men was not very 
pleafing when compared with vows and adoration, 
yet it was far more fupportable than the infolence of 
my own fex. For the firft ten months after my re- 
turn into the world, I never entered a fmgle houfe in 
which the memory of my downfal was not revived* 
At one place I was congratulated on my efcape with 
life ; at anodier I heard of the benefits of early ino- 
culatipn } by fome I have been told in exprefs terms, 

that 
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that I am :iiot yet ^rhoiit my chanhs ; others have 
trtiifpered at my entrance^ This^ is the celebrated 
beauty^ One. told me of a wafli that would fmooth 
the ikin; and another ofiered me her chair that I 
might not front the light. Some foothed me with 
the obfervatton that none can tell how foon my cafe 
may be her own ; and fome thought it proper to re-» 
ceive me with mournful tendernefs, formal condo- 
lance, and confolatory blandifliments. 

Thus was I every day harafled with all the ftra- 
tagems of welUbred malignity; yet infolence was 
more tolerable than folitude, and I therefore perfifted 
to keep my jtime at the doors of my acquaintance^ 
without gradfying them with any appearance of re- 
fentment or depreifion. I expeCted that their exulta- 
tion would in time vapour away ; that the joy of their 
fiiperiority would end with its novelty; and that I 
Ihould be fuffered to glide along in my prefent form 
among the namelefs multitude, whom nature never 
intended to excite envy or admiration, nor enabled 
to delight the eye or ei^ame the heart« 

This was naturally to be expected, and this I be. 
gan to experience. But when I was no longer agi« 
tated by the perpetual ardour of reiiftance, and eflPort 
of perfeverance, I found more fenfibly the want of 
thofe entertainments which had formerly delighted 
me ; the day rofe upon me without an engagement ; 
and the evening clofed in its natural gloom, without 
fummoning me to a concert or a ball. None had 
any care to find amufements for me, and I had no 
power of amufing myfelf. Idlenefs expofed me to 
melancholy, and life began to languiib in motionleis 
indifference. 

Mifery 
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Mifery and fhame are nearly allied. It was not 
without many druggies that I prevailed on myfelf to 
confefs my uneafinefs to Euphemiay the only friend 
who had never pained me with comfort or with pity* 
I at laft laid my calamities before her, rather to eafe 
my heart than receive affiftance. " We Inuft dif- 
** tinguilh,*' faid (he, " my Vidoria^ thofe evils which 
** are irapofed by Providence, from thofe to which 
** we ourfelves give the power of hurting us. Of 
<< your calamity, a fmall part is the infliftion of 
*^ Heaven, the reft is little more than the corrofion 
*^ of idle difcontent. You have ioft that which may 
*^ indeed fometimes contribute to happinefs, but to 
' *^ which happinefs is by no means infeparably an« 
*^ nexed. You have loft what the greater number of 
^^ the human race never have pofTefTed; what thofe 
*^ on whom it is beftowed for the moft part poflefs 
*^ in vain ; and what you, while it was yours^ knew 
** not how to ufe : you have only loft early what 
^^ the laws of nature forbid you to keep long, and 
^^ have loft it while your mind is yec flexible, and 
^f while you have tiqae to fubftitute more valuable 
** and more durable excellencies. Confider yourfelfy 
^* my ViSioria^ as a being born co know, to reafon, 
*' and to ad ; rife at onc^ from your dream of me* 
** lancholy to wifdom and to piety ; you will find 
^^ that there are other charms than thole of beauty, 
** and other joys than the praife of fools." 

I am, SI R, &c. 

Victoria. 
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Numb, 134. Saturday, June 29, i75i* 

^uiifcUt ana^leiantbo£tm£crq/Unafumwut 

7'emfora Difuferi I Hoa- 

Who kpow« if Hcav'n, with eTcr-botmtcoui pow'r 

Shall add to morrow to the prcfent honr ? Fkamcis* 

T SAT yefterday morning employed in dcHbcrat- 
^ ing on which, among the various fubjefts that 
occurred to my imagination, I (hould beftow the 
paper of to*day. After a fhort effort of meditation by 
which nothing was determined, I grew every mo- 
\ ment more irrefolute, my ideas wandered from the 
firft intention, and I rather wiflied to think, than 
thought, upon any fettled fubjefi ; till at lafl I was 
awakened from this dream of ftudy by a fummons 
from the prefs : the time was come for which I had 
been thus negligently purpofing to provide, and, 
howeVer dubious or lluggifli, I was now neceflitated 
to write. 

Though to a writer whofe defign is fo comprehen* 
five and mifcellaneous, that he may accommodate 
himfelf with a topick from every fcenc of life, or 
view of nature, it is no great aggravation of his tafk 
to be obliged to a fudden compoiition; yet I could 
not forbear to reproach myfelf for having fo long 
negleded what was unavoidably to be done, and of 
which every moment's idlenefs increafed the difficul- 
ty. There was however fome pleafure in reflefUng 
that I, who had only trifled till diligence was necef- 

fary9 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



N»i34* THE RAMBLER. 401 

lary, might ftUl congratulate myfelf upon my fu* 
periority to multitudes, who have trifled till diligence 
is vain ; who can by no degree of adbiYity or refo- 
lution recover the opportunities which have flipped 
away ; and who are condemned by their own carelef- 
nefs to hopelefs calamity and barren forrow. 

The folly of allowing ourfelves to delay what we 
know cannot be finally efcaped, is one of the general 
weakneffes, which, in fpite of the inftrudion of 
moralifls, and the remonftrances of reafon, prevail 
to a greater or lefs degree in every mind ; even they 
who mod fleadily withftand it, find it, if not the mod 
violent, the moft pertinacious of their paflions, al- 
ways renewing its attacks, and though often van- 
quifhed, never deftroyed. 

It is indeed natural to have panicular regard to 
the time prefent, and to be moft folicitous for that 
which is by its nearnefs enabled to make the ftrongeft 
impreffions. When therefore any (harp pain is to 
be fuflFered, or any formidable danger to be incurred, 
we can fcarcely exempt ourfelves wholly from the 
feducements of imagination ; we readily believe that 
another day will bring fome fupport or advantage 
which we now want ; and are eafily perfuaded, that 
the moment of neceflity which we defire never to 
arrive, is at a great diftance from us. 

Thus life is languifhed away in the gloom of 
anxiety, and confumed in collefting refolution which | 
the next morning diflipates j in forming purpofes , 
which we fcarcely hope to keep, and reconciling our- 
felves to our own cowardice by excufes, which, 
while we admit them, we know to be abfurd. Our 

Vol. V* D d firmnefs 
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iirmnefs is by the continual contemplation of mUery 
hourly impaired; every fubmiffion to our fear en- 
larges its dominion ; we not only wafte that time in 
which the evil we dread might have been fuffered 
and furmounted, but even where procraftination pro* 
duces no abfelute increafe of our difficulties, mak^ 
them lefs fuperable to ourfelves by habitual terrors. 
When evils cannot be avoided, it is wile to contract 
the interval of expectation ; to meet the mifchiefs 
which will overtake us if we fly ; and fuffer only their 
real malignity without the conflicts of doubt, and an- 
guifli of anticipation. 

To aft is far cafier than to fuffer ; yet we every 
day fee the progrefs of life retarded by the vis in^r* 
tia^ the mere repugnance to motion, and find mul- 
titudes repining at the want of that which nothing 
but idlenefs hinders them from enjoying.. The cafe 
of Tantalus^ in the region of poetick pimifhment, 
was fomewhat to be pitied, becaufe the fruits that 
hung about him retired from his hand ; but what 
tenderncfs can be claimed by thofe who, though per- 
haps they fuffer the pains of Tantalus^ will never lift 
their hands for their own relief? 

There is nothing more common among this torpid 
generation than murmurs and complaints ; ^urmurs 
at uneafinefs which only vacancy and fufpidon ex- 
pofe them to feel, and complaints of diflrefTes which 
it is in their own power to remove. Lazinefs is com- 
monly aflTociated with timidity. Either fear origin*-, 
ally prohibits endeavours by infufing defpair of fuc-, 
cefs ; or the frequent failure of irrefolute ftruggles, 
and the condant deHre of avoiding labour, imprefs 

by 
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b^ degrees falfe terrors on the mind* But fear,- 
i^ether natural or acquired, when once it has full 
pfofleffion of the fancy, never fails to employ it upon 
vifions of calamity, fuch as, if they are not dlflipated 
by ufeful employment, will foon overcafl: it with- 
horrors, and imbitter life not only with thofe miferies 
by which all earthly beings are really more or lefs 
tormented, but with thofe which do not yet exift^ 
and which can only be difcerned by the perfpicacity 
of cowardice. 

* Among all who facrifice future advantage to pre- 
fent inclination, fcarcely any gain fo little as thofe 
that fttffer themfelves to freeze in idlenefs. Others 
are corrupted by fome enjoyment of more or lefs 
power to gratify the paffions; but to negleft our 
duties, merely to avoid the labour of performing 
them, a labour which is always punftually rewarded, 
is furely to fink under weak temptations. Idlenefs 
never can fecure tranquillity ; the call of reafon and 
of confcience will pierce the clofeft pavilion of the 
fluggard, and though it may not have force to drive 
him from his down, will be loud enough to hinder 
bim from deep. Thofe moments which he cannot 
refolve to make ufeful by devoting them to the 
great bufinefs of his being, will ftill be ufurped 
by powers that will not leave them to his difpofal ; 
remorfe and vexation will feize upon them, and 
forbid him to enjoy what he is fo defirous to appro* 
priate. 

There are other caufes of inadlivity incident to 

in6re adive faculties and more acute difcernmenti 

He to whom many objefts of purfuit arife at the 

fdjxi^ time^ will frequently hefitate between different 

D d 2 defires. 
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defires, fill a rival has precluded him, or change 
bis courfe as new attra£iions prevail^ and harafs hioi- 
felf without adYancing. He who fees different ways 
to the fame end, will, unlefs he watches carefully 
over his own conduct, lay out too much of his at- 
tention upon the comparifon of probabilities, smd the 
adjoftment of expedients, and paufe in the choice 
of his road till feme accident intercepts his jour* 
liey. He whofe penetration exifends to reo^ote coji- 
fequences, and who, whenever he applies his at- 
tentioa to any defign, difcovers nfw profpeds of ad* 
vantage, and poflibilities of improvement, will not 
eafily be perfuaded that his projeft is ripe for execi^ 
tion ; but will fuperadd one contrivance to another, 
endeavour to unite various purpofes in one opera. 
tion, muhiply complications, and refine niceties, 
till he is entangled in his own fcheme, and be- 
wildered in the perplexity of various intentions. He 
that refolves to unite all the beauties of lituation ia 
a new purchafe, muft wafte his life in roving to no 
purpofe from province to province. He that hopes 
in the fame houfe to obtain every convenience, may 
draw plans and ftudy Palladia^ but will never lay a 
ftone. He will attempt a treatife on fome importr 
ant fubjed^, and amafs materials, confult authors, 
and ftudy all the dependent and collateral parts of 
learning, but never conclude him&If qualified to 
write. He that has abilities to conceive perfefUon, 
will not eafily be content without it j and fmce per- 
feftion cannot be reached, \rill lofe the opportunity 
of doing well in the vain hope of unattainable excd- 
ience. 

The 
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The certainty that life cannot be loog^ and the 
probabiEty that it wiH be much fliorter than nature 
allows, ought to awaken every man to the adive pro- 
fecution of whatever he is deiiroub to pesform. It is 
true, that no diligence can afcertain fuccefs ^ death 
may intercept the fwifteft career ;. but he who ia cot 
off in the execution of an honeft undertaiking, has at 
leaft the honour of falling in his rank, and has fought 
the battle, though he miffed the vidory. 



Numb. 135. Tijbsdat, July 2, i/ji. 

deiuittf non^nimum mutani. Hot* 

Place may be changed ; but ^o can change his mind ? 

T T is impoilible to take a view on any fide, or ob- 
ferve any of the various claffes that form the great 
community of the world, without difcovering the in- 
fluence of example; and admitting with new con- 
virion the obfervation of Ari/iotle^ that man is an 
imitative heing. The greater, far the greater num- 
ber follow die track which others have beaten, with- 
out any curiofity after new difcoveries, or ambition 
of tnifting themfelves to their own condud. And» 
of thofe who break the ranks and diforder the uni- 
formity of the march, moft return in a ihort time 
from their jdeviation, and prefer the equal and fteady 
iatis&dion of fecurity before the frolicks of caprice 
and the honours of adventure. 

in queftions difficult or dangerous it is indeed na- 
tural to repofe upon authority, and, when fear hap- 

D d 3 pens 
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pens to predominate, upon the authority of thofe 
ivhom we do not in general think wifer than our^ 
felves. Very few have abilities requifite for the dif- 
covery of abftrufe truth; and of thofe few fome 
want leifure, and fome refolution. But it is not fo 
eafy to find the reafon of the univerfal fubmiffion to 
precedent where every man might fafely judge for 
.himfelf ; where no irreparable lofs can be hazarded, 
nor any mifchief of long continuance mcurred* 
Vanity might be ezpe£i:ed to operate where the more 
powerful paffions are not awakened ; the mere plea, 
fure of acknowledging no fuperior might produce 
flight fingularitiesy or the hope of gaining fome new 
degree of happinefs awaken the mind to invention or 
•experiment. 

If in any cafe the (hackles of prefcription could 
be wholly fliaken off, and the imagination left to a& 
without controul, on what occafion ihould it be ex- 
pelled, but in the feledion of lawful pleafure? 
Pleafure, of which the eflence is choice ; which com- 
pulfion diiTociates from every thing to which nature 
has united it ; and which owes not only its vigoui* 
but its being to the fmiles of liberty. Tet we fee 
that the fenfes, as well as the reafon, are regulated 
by credulity ; and that moft will feel, or fay that 
they feel, the gratifications which others have taught 
them to ezpeft. 

At this time of univerfal migration, when almoft 
eveiy one, confiderable enough to ati^rad regard, has 
Retired, or is preparing with ^11 the earneftnefs of 
diftrefs to retire into the country ; when nothing is 
to be heard but the hopes of fpeedy departure, or the 
complaints of involuntary delay ; I h»ve often beiyi 

tempted 
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tempted to inquire what happinefs is to be gained, 
or what inconvenience to be avoided, by this dated 
receffion ? Of the birds of paffage, fome follow the 
fummer and fome the winter, becaufe they live 
upon fuftenance which only fummer or winter can 
fupply ; but of the annual Sight of human rovers it 
IS much harder to affign the rcafon, becaufe they do 
not appear cither to find or feek any thing which k 
not equally afforded by the town and country. 

I believe that many of thefe fugitives may have 
• heard of men whofe continual with was for the quiet 
of retirement, who watched every opportunity to 
fteal away from obfervation, to forfake the crowd, 
and delight themfelves with the fociety of foUtude. 
There is indeed fcarcely any writer who has not ce- 
lebrated the happinefs of rural privacy, and delighted 
himfelf and his reader with the melody of birds, the 
whifper of groves, and the murmur of rivulets ; nor 
any man enfiinent for extent of capacity, or greatnefe 
of exploits, that has not left behind him fome memo- 
rials of lonely wifdom, and filent dignity. 

But almoft all abfurdity of conduft arifes from the 
imitatioa of thofe whom we cannot refemble. Thofe 
who thus teftified their wearinefs of tumult and 
hurry, and haded with fo much eagernefs to the 
leifure of retreat, were either men overwhelmed with 
the preflure of difficult employments, haraffed with 
importunities, and diftrafted with multiplicity; or 
.men wholly engrolTed by fpeculative fciences, who 
having no other end of life but to learn and teacb^ 
found thac fearches interrupted by the common 
commerce of civility, and their reafonings disjointed 
by frequent interruptions* Such men might reafon- 
D d 4 ably 
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abl^ £ly to that eafe and convenience which thdr 
condition allowed them to find only in the country. 
The ftacerman who devoted the greater part of his 
time to the publick, was defirous of kee(»ng the re« 
maioder in his own power. Thegeneral, ruffled with 
dangers, wearied with labours, aad ftunned with ac- 
clamations, gladly fnatched an interval of filence and 
relaxation. The naturaliil was unhappy where the 
works of Providence were not always before him. 
The reafoner could adjuft his fyftems only where his 
mind was free from the intrufion of outward objefti. 

Such examples of folitude very few of thofe who 
are now hailening from the town, have any pretea* 
fions to plead in their own juftificadon, fince they 
cannot pretend either wearinefs of labour, or defire 
of knowledge. They purpofe nothing more than to 
quit one fcene of idlenefs for another, and after 
having trifled in publick, to fleep in fe<;recy. The 
utmoft that they can hope to gain is the change of 
ridiculoufnefe to obfcurity, and the privilege of hav- 
ing fewer witnefles to a life of folly. He who is not 
fufficiently important to be difturbed in his purfuits^ 
but fpends all his hours according to his own incli- 
nation, and has more hours than his mental faculties 
enable him to fill eicher with enjoyment or d^fires, 
can have nothing to denumd of (hades and vsdleys. 
» As bravery is faid to be a panoply, infignificaiicy is 
always a fhelter. 

There are however pleafures and advantages in a 
rural fituation, which are not coniwed to phikrfb- 
pbers and heroes. The freflinefs of the air, the ver- 
dure of the woods, the paint of the meaAows, and cbe 
unexhaufted variety which fiiinmcr fcattos upon the 

earth. 
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earth, may eafUj ghre delight to an imlearned fp^c- 
tator. It is not nece£Eiry that he who lo(^s witli 
pleafure on the colours of a flower fhould ftudy the 
principles of vegetation, or that the Ptclemasck and 
Copernican fyftem ihoi^kl be compared before the 
light of the fiia can gladden, or its warmth imrigo- 
rate. Novelty is itfelf a fouree of gratification ; and 
MiltoM juftly obferves, that to him who has been long 
pent up in cities no rural objeA can be prefented, 
which will not delight or re^refli fome of his fen(es» 

Tet even thefe eafy pleafures ai;e mifled by the 

greater part of thofe who wafte their funuaer in the 

country. Should any man purfue his acquaintances 

to their retreats, he would find few of them Uftening 

to Philmel^ loitering in woods, or plucking daific^^ 

catching the healthy gale of the mormog, or watch* 

ing the gentle corufcations of dediaing day. Sosie 

•will be difcovered at a window by the raad fide, n- 

jtMcing ^hen a new cloud of doft gBUhevs towards 

them, as at the approach of a momentary fupply of 

converfatioA, and a fliort relief from the tedioufiieft 

of uhideal vacancy* Others are piaced in ihe ad^ 

cent villages, where they look only up^n faoufes as 

in the reft of the yeanr, with na change of objeds bur 

what a remove to any new ftreet in Londdn might 

have given them. The fiune iiec of acquaintances ftill 

fettle together, and the form of life is not athenBofe 

diverfified than by doing the fame things in a different 

place. They pay and receive vifits in the ufual 

form, they frequent the walks in the motning, they 

deal cards at night, they attend to the fame tattle, 

and dance with the fame partners ; nor can they at 

their return to their former habitation congratulate 

themfelvea 
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-Ihemfelves on any other advantage, than that the^ 

hare pafled their time like others of the fame rank ; 

and have the fame right to talk of the happinefs and 

beauty of the country, of happinefs which they never 

^t, and beauty which they never regarded. 

To be able to procure its own entertainments^ 
'and to fubfift upon its own ftock, is not the. pre- 
rogative of every mind. There are indeed unde^.« 
cftandings fo fertile and comprehenfive, that they can 
always feed refledion with new fupplies, .and fuffer 
nothing from the preclufion of adventitious amufe- 
ments; as {oxAe cities have within their own walk 
enclofed ground enough to feed thdr inhabitants in 
a fiege. But others live only from day to day, and 
rmufl: be coaftantly enabled, by foreign fupplks, to 
*ke^ out the encroachments of languor and (lupidicy* 
'^nch could not indeed 1>e blamed for hovering within 
-reach of their nfual pleafure, more than any other 
ranimal for i!u>t quitting its native element, were not 
their facuhies contrafted by their own bok. But let 
not thofe who go into the country, merely bec^ufe 
-they dare not be left alone at home, boait their, love 
'Of nature, or their qualifications for folitude ; ncnr 
:pretend that they receive inftantaneous infufions of 
:iBrifdom from^ the Dryads^ and are able, when tboy 
leave fmoke and notfe behind, to aft, or think, or 
' reafon for themfelves. 
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.' Numb. 136. Saturday, July 6, 175^. 

Who dares tliink one t1ung» and another tell. 

My heart detells him as the gatc8 o^Hett. . Pops* 

•^H£ regard which they whofe abiUties are em- 
ployed in the works of imagination claim from 
At reft of mankind, arifes in a great meafure from 
their influence on futurity. Rank may be conferred 
by princes, and wealth bequeathed by mifers or by 
jrobbers} bift the honours of a lafting zume, and the 
veneration of diftant ages, only the fons of learns 
ing have the power of beftowing. While therefore 
it continues one of the charaderifticks of rational 
nature to decline oblivion, authors never can be 
wholly overlooked in the fearch after happinefst nor 
become contemptible but by their own fault. 

The man who coniiders himfelf as conftituted the 

ultimate judge of difputable chara&ers, and entrufted 

with the diftribution of the laft terreftrial rewards of 

.merit, ought to fummon all his fortitude to the fup« 

j)ort of ,his integrity, and refolve to difcharge an 

office of fuch dignity with the moft vigilant caution 

and fcrupulous juftice* To deliver examples to po(« 

terity, and to regulate the opinion of future times^ 

.is no flight or trivial undertaking ; nor is it eafy to 

commit more atrocious treafon againft the great re« 

;publick of humanity, than by falUfying its records 

wd mi%uidin|; its deaees* 

To 
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To fcatter praife or blame without regard to juf- 
tice^ is to deftroy the diflindion of good and evil. 
Many have no other teft of actions than general opi. 
luon ; and all are fo far influenced by a fenfe of 
reputation, that they are often retrained by fear of 
' yeproach, and e^ci^^ by hope of hpoour, when 
other principles have loft their power ; nor can any 
i^des of proftitution promote general depncvity 
more than that which deftroys the force of praife, 
by fhewing that it may be acquired without dslerv- 
ifig it, and which, by fetting free the aftive and am* 
bitious from the dread of in£uny, lets look the ra« 
]>acity of power, and weaJkens the only aotikmty by 
which greatnefe is c<Hitrotled« 

Praife, Iflce gold and diamonds, owes its value only 
to its ftarcity. It becomes cheap as it beeomes vul- 
gar, and wiH no longer raife expedatbn, or animate 
cnterprize. It is therefore not only neceffary, that 
wickedriefs, even when it is not fafe to cenfure it, 
be denied applaufe, but that goodnefs be commend- 
ed pnly in proportion to its degree; and that the 
garlands, due to the great benefeftors of mankind, 
be not fuffered to fade upon the brow of him who 
can boaft only petty fervices and eafy virtues. 

Had thefe maxims been univerfally received, how 
much would have been added to the taik of dedica- 
tion, the worft on which all the power of modem 
wit has been exhaufted. How few of thefe initial 
panegyricks had appeared if the author had been 
oblked firft to find a man of virtue, then to diftm- 
guim tl4e diftina fpedes and degrtt of his defert, 
and at hft to pay bim only the honours \rfiich he 
might jullly claim. It is much eafier to kam Ae 

name 
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name of ike laft man whom dunce has eacaitted to 
vearithand power, to obtain by the infiervention of 
fome of his domeftkks the privilege of addreiEog 
hiBif or ia confidence of the general acceptance of 
flattery^ to venture on an addrefs without any pre« 
viQus felicitation; and after having heaped upon 
him all the virtnes to which pbHofophy has aifigned 
a name, inform him how much more might be rnriy 
fidd, did not the fear of giving pain to his modefty 
reprels the raptures of wonder and the aseal of veae» 
xadon. 

Nothing has fo much degraded Hterature from ka 
natural rank, as the pradice of indecent and promiC* 
cuoas dedication ; for what credit can he ezped who 
profeffes bimfelf the hireling of vanity, however pro- 
fligate, and without ihame or fcruple celebrates the 
worthkfs, dignifies the mean, and gives to the cor- 
rupt, licentious, and oppreifive, the ornaments which 
ought only to add grace to truth, and lovelinefs to 
innocence ? Every other kind of adulteration, how- 
ever fliameful, however mifchievous. is lefs deteftable 
than the crime of counterfeiting charaders, and fix- 
ing the ftamp of literary fanftion upon the drols and 
fefufe of the world. 

Yet 1 would not overwhelm the authors with the 
whole load of infamy, of which part, perhaps the 
greater part, ought to fall upon their patrons. If 
he that hires a bravo, partakes the guilt of murder, 
why (hould he who bribes a flatterer, hope to be ex- 
empted from the fliame of falfehood ? The unhappy 
dedicator is feklom without fome motives which ol>. 
ftrud, though not deftroy, the liberty of choice ; he 
is opprefied by miferics which he hopes to relieve, 

2 or 
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or inflamed by ambition which he expeSt to gntify** 
But the patron has no incitements equally violent ; 
be can receive only a ihort gratification, with which 
nothing but ftupidity could difpofe him to be pieafed. 
The real fatis£3u£tion which praife can afford is by n^ 
jieating aloud the whifpers of conideiioe, and by" 
fliewing us that we have not endeavoured to deferve 
wdl in vain. Every other encomium is, to an intel- 
ligent mind, fatire and reproach ; the celebration of 
Aofe virtues^ which we feel ourfelves to want, can' 
only imprefs a quicker fenfe of our own defe£U, and; 
iiew that we have not yet iatisfiedthe expectations of 
the world, by forcing us to obferve how much fi&ionr 
muft contribute to the completion of our chara&er. • 
' Yet fometimes the patron may claim indulgence ; 
for it does not always happen, that the encomiaft has 
been much encouraged to his attempt. Many a 
haplels author, when his book, and perhaps his de^ 
dication, was ready for the prefs, has waited long b&i 
fore any one would pay the price of proftitution, or 
€onfent to hear the praifes deftined toinfurehis name; 
againlt the cafualties of time ; and many a complaint 
has been vented againft the decline of learning, and 
negled of genius, when either parfimonious prudence 
has declined expence, or honeft indignation reje&ed 
iailiehood. But if at lad, after long enquiry and ixu 
numerable difappointments, he find a lord willing 
to hear of his own eloquence and tafte, a ftatefman 
delirous of knowing how a friendly hiftorian will re* 
prefent his conduct, or a lady delighted to leave tq 
the world fome memorial of her wit and beauty, 
fuch weaknefs cannot be cenfured as an inftance of 
enormous depravity. The wlfeft man may by a di« 
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ligent folicitor be furprifed in the hour of weaknels, 
and perfuaded to folace vexation, or invigorate hope 
with the mufick of flattery. 

To cenfure all dedications as adulatory and fervile, 
^ould. difcover rather envy than juftice, Praife h 
the tribute of merit, and he that has inconteftabI][ 
diftinguifhed himfelf by any publick performance, 
has a right to all the honours v^hich the publick caa 
beftow* To men thus raifed above the reft of the 
community, there is no need that the book or its 
author ihould have any particular relation : that the 
patron is known to deferve refpe£t, is fufHcient to 
vindicate him that pays it. To the fame regard from 
particular perfons private virtue and lefs confpi- 
cuous excellence may be fometimes entitled. An. 
author may with great propriety infcribe his work to 
him by whofe encouragement it was undertaken, or 
by whofe liberality he has been enabled to profecute 
it, and he may juflly rejoice in his own fortitude that 
dares to refcue merit from obfcurity. 

Acribus exempHs vldeor te cludere : mifce 
Ergo a liquid no/Iris de tnoribus. 

Thus much I will indulge thee for thy eafe. 
And mingle fomething of our times to pleafe. 

Drtden jun. 

I know not whether greater relaxation may not be 
indulged, and whether hope as well as gratitude may 
not unblameably produce a dedication ; but let the 
writer who pours out his praifes only to propitiate 
power, or attraO: the attention of greatnefs, be cau- 
tious left his defire betray him to exuberant eulogies. 
We are naturally more apt to pleafe ourfelves with 

the 
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the future than the part, and while we luxuriate in 
fexpeftation, may be eafily perfuaded to purchafe 
what we yet rate only by imagination, at a higher 
price than experience will warrant. 

But no private views of perfonal regard can dit 
charge any man from his general obligations to virtue 
and to truth. It may happen in the various combi- 
hations of life, that a good man may receive favours 
from one, who, notwithftanding his accidental bene- 
ficence, cannot be juftly propofed to the imitation of 
others, and whom therefore he muft find fome other 
way of rewarding than by public celebrations. Self- 
love has indeed many powers of feducement, but it 
furely ought not to exalt any individual to equality 
with the colleftive body of mankind, or perfuade 
him that a benefit conferred on him is equivalent to 
every other virtue. Yet many upon falfe principles 
of gratitude have ventured to extol wretches, whom 
all but their dependents numbered among the re- 
proaches of the fpecies, and whom they would like- 
wife have beheld with the fame fcom bad they not 
been hired to diflioneft approbation. 

To encourage merit with praife is the great bufinefs 
of literature ; but praife muft lofe its influence, by 
unjuft or negligent diftribution ; and he that impairs 
its value may be charged with mifapplication of the 
power that genius puts into his hands, and with 
fquandering on guilt the recompence of virtue. 
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Numb. 137. TuesOAy, Juty% 175K 

Dum vUant JIultl vUla^ in coAtraria currunt* Ho A* 

.Whilft fools one vice condemnj 

They run into the bppofitc extreme. Creech. 

O^HAT wonder is the effefl: of ignorance, has 
'*• been often obferved. The awful ftillnefs of 
attention, with which the mind is overfpread at the 
firft view of an unexpefted effeft, ceafes when we 
have kifure to difentangle complications and invef- 
tigate caufes* Wonder is a paufe of reafon, a fud- 
den ceffation of the mental progrefs, which lafts only 
while the underftanding is fixed upon fome fingle 
idea, and is at an end when it recovers force enough 
to divide the objeft into its parts, or mark the inter- 
mediate gradations from the firft agent to the lad 
confequence. 

It may be remarked with equal truth, that igno* 
ranee is often the effeft of wonder. It is common 
for thofe who have never accuftomed themfelves to 
the labour of enquiry, nor invigorated their confi- 
dence by conquefts over difficulty, to fleep in the 
gloomy quiefcence of aftonifhment, without any ef- 
fort to animate enquiry or difpel obfcurity. What 
they cannot immediately conceive, they confider as 
too high to be reached, or too extenfive to be com* 
prehended; they therefore content themfelves with 
the gaze of folly, forbear to attempt what they have 
no hopes of pet forming, and refign the pleafure of 

Vol. V» £ e rational 
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rational contemplation to more pertinacious ftudy of 
more aftive faculties* 

Among the produSions of mcchanick art, many 
are of a form fo different from that of their firft ma- 
terials, and many confift of parts fo numerous and 
fo nicely adapted to each other, that it is not polfible 
to view them without amazement. But when wc 
enter the (hops of artificers, obferve the various 
tools by which -every operation is facilitated, and 
trace the progrefs of a manufafture through the 
different hands, that, in fucceffion to each other^ 
contribute to its perfection, we foon difcover that 
every fingle man has an eafy taik, and that the ex* 
tremes, however remote, of natural rudenefs and ar- 
tificial elegance, are joined by a regular concate* 
nation of effefts, of which every one is introduced 
by that which precedes it, and equally introduces 
that which is to follow. 

The fame is the ftate of intelleClual and manual 
peiformances* Long calcubtions or complex dia« 
grams affright the timorous and miexperienced frora 
a fecond view } but if we have ikill fufficient to ana- 
Kfe them into fimple principles, it will be difcovered 
that our fear was grovndleis. Divide and ctnquer^ 
h a principle equally juit in fcience as in policy^f 
Complication is a fpecies of confederacy whtch^ 
while it continues united^ bids defiance to the moft 
adive and vigorous intelleflj but of which every 
member is feparately weak, and which may there-* 
fore be quickly fubdued, if it can once be broken. 

The chief art of learning, as Locke has obferved» 
is to attempt but little at a time« The wideft tx^ 
curfions of th« mind are made by ftof t flights fre^ 

quently 
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i^uently repeated $ the moH lofty fabricks of fcience 
are formed by the continued accumulation of fmgla 
propbfitions; 

It often hajipeils, whatever be the caufe, that 
impatience of labour j or dread of mifcarriage, feizes 
thofe who are mofl: diftinguiftied for quicknefs of 
apprehenfiott ; and that they who might with great- 
eft reafon promife themfelves viftory, are leaft will- 
ing to hazard the encounter. This diffidence^ 
where the attention is not laid afleep by lazinefs, or 
diffipated by pleafures, can arife only from confufed 
and general views, fuch as negligence fnatches in 
ha/):e, or from th^ difappointment of the fir ft hopes 
formed by arrogance without refleftion. To expeft 
that the intricacies df fcience will be pierced by a 
kraretefs glance, or the eminences of fame afcended 
without labour, is to expedt a particular privilege, a 
^wer denied to the reft'of mankind ; but to fiippofe 
that the maze is infcrutable to diligence, or the 
heights inacceflible to perfeverance^ is to fubmit 
tamely to the tyranny of fanty, and enchain the mind 
In voluntary (hackles. 

It is the pix)per atnbition of the heroes in litera- 
ture to enlarge the boundaries of knowledge by 
difcovering and conquering new regions of the 
inteiledual world; To the fuccefs of fuch under* 
takings perhaps fome degree of fortuitous bappinefs 
Is neceflary, which no man can promife or procure 
to himfelf $ and therefore doubt and irrefolution 
knay be forgiven in him that ventures into the un-^ 
explored abyifes of truths, and attempts to find his 
Way through the fluAuations of uncertainty^ and. 
ttfe conflids of contradidtion. But when nothing 
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more is requii*ed, than to purfue a path already 
beaten, and to trample obftaclcs which others have 
demolilhed, why fliould any man fo much diftruft 
his own intellect as to imagine himfelf unequal to 
the attempt ? 

It were to be wiflied that they who devote their 
lives to ftudy would at once believe nothing too 
great for their attainment, and confider nothing as 
too little for their regard ; that they would extend 
their notice alike to fcience and to life, and unite 
fome knowledge of the prefent world to their ac- 
quaintance with pad ages and remote events. 

Nothing has fo much expofed men of learning 
to contempt and ridicule, as their ignorance of 
things which are known to all but themfelves* 
Thofe who have been taught to confider the infti- 
tutions of (he fchools, as giving the lad perfeflion 
to human abilities, are furprifed to fee men wrink* 
led with ftudy, yet wanting to be inftrufted in the 
minute circumftances of propriety, or the necef- 
fary forms of daily tranfaction ; and quickly Ihake 
off their reverence for modes of education, which 
they find to produce no ability above the reft of man- 
kind. 

Booksy fays Bacon, tan never teach the ufe of 
books. The ftudent muft learn by commerce with 
mankind to reduce his fpeculations to praSice, 
and accommodate his knowledge to the purpofes of 
life. 

It is too common for thofe who have been bred 
to fcholaftick profeffions, and pafled much of their 
time in academies where nothing but learning cori- 
fers honours, to difregard every other qualification, 

and 
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and to imagine that they fhall find mankind ready to 
pay homage to their knowledge, and to crowd about 
them for inftrudion. They therefore ftep out from 
their cells into the open world w^ith all the confi- 
dence of authority and dignity of importance; they 
look round about them at once with ignorance and 
fcorn on a race of beings to whom they are equally 
unknown and equally contemptible, but whofe man* 
ners they mud imitate, and with whofe opinion^ 
they muft comply, if they defire to pafs their time 
happily among them. 

To leffen that difdain with which fcholars are 
inclined to look on the common bufmefs of the 
world, and the unwillingnefs with which they con- 
defcend to learn what is not to be found in any 
fyftem of philofophy, it may be neceffary to con- 
fider that though admiration is excited by abftrufe 
refearches and remote difcoveries, yet pleafure k 
not given, nor affeftion conciliated^ but by fofter 
accomplifliments, and qualities more eafily com-^ 
municable to thofe about us. He that can only 
converfe upon queftions, about which only a fmall 
part of mankind has knowledge fuiScient to make 
them curious, mud lofe his days in unfodal filence, 
and live in the crowd of life wthout a companion. 
He that can only be ufeful in great occafions, may 
die without exerting his abilities, and dand a help- 
iefs fpe£kator of a thoufand vexations which fret away 
happinefs, and which nothing is required to remove 
but a little de^^terity of conduft and readinefs of ex- 
pedients. 

No degree of knowledge attainable by man is 
able to fet him above the want of hourly aflidance, 
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or to extinguifli the defire of fond endearments, 
and tender ofEcioufnefs ; and therefore, no one 
ihould think it unnecefTary to learn thofe arts by 
which friendfhip may be gained. Kindnefs is pre- 
ferved by a conftant reciprocation of benefits or in- 
terchange of pleafures j but fuch benefits only can 
be beftowed, as others are capable to receive, and 
fuch pleafures only imparted, as others are qualified 
to enjoy. 

By this defcent from the pinnacles of art no. 
honour will be lofl ; for the condefcenfions of 
learning are always overpaid by gratitude. An ele- 
vated genius employed in little things, appears, to, 
ufe the fimile of LongintUy like the fun in his even- 
ing declination, he remits his fplendor but retainsi 
(lis magnitude]^ and pleafes i;nore though he dazzles 
Icfs, 
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Numb. 138. Saturday, July 13, 1751. 

■ tecum Cheat miii/ar£da rura 
j/tque bumikt babitare cafas^ etfgere cervou Viia. 

With mt retire, and leave the pomp of courts 
for humble cottages and rural fports* 

To the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

nr^HOUGH the contempt with which you have 
^ treated the annual migrations of the gay and 
bufy part of mankind, is juftiBed by daily obferva- 
tion, fince moft of thofe who leave the town, nei- 
ther vary their entertainments nor enlarge their no- 
tions ; yet I fuppofe you do not intend to reprefent 
the pra&ice itfelf as ridiculous, or to declare that he 
whoie condition puts the didribution of his time into 
his own power may not properly divide it between the 
town and country. 

That the country, and only the country, dif- 
plays the inexhaustible varieties of nature, and fup-. 
plies the philofophical mind with matter for admi- 
ration and enquiry, never was denied} but my 
curiofity is very little attraded by the colour of a 
flower, the anatomy of an infeft, or the ftrufture of 
a nefl: ; I am generally employed upon human man- 
ners, and therefoje 611 up the months of rural leifure 
with remarks on thofe who live within the circle of 
my notice, If writers would more frequently vifit 

E € 4 thofe 
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thofe regions of negligence and liberty, they might 
diverfifiy their reprefentations, and multiply their t 
images, for in the country are original chara^ers 
chiefly to be found. In cities, and yet more in 
courts, the minute difcriminations which diftinguifli 
one from another are for the mod part effaced, the 
peculiarities of temper and opinion are gradually 
worn away by promifcuous converfe, as angular bo- 
dies and uneven furfaces lofe their points and aijperi- 
ties by frequent attrition againft one another, and 
approach by degrees to uniform rotundity. The 
prevalence of fafliion, the influence of example, the 
defire of applaufe, and the dread ofcenfure, obftruft 
the natural tendencies of the mind, and check the 
fancy in its firfl: eflforts to break forth into expe- 
riments of caprice. 

Few inclinations are fo ftrong as to grow up into 
habits, when they muft ftruggle with the conftant 
oppofition of fettled forms and edabliflied cuftoras. 
But in the country every man is a feparate and inde- 
pendent being : foliiude flatters irregularity with 
hopes of fecrecy ; and wealth, removed from the 
mortification of comparifon, and the awe of equality, 
fwells into contemptuous confidence, and fets blame 
and laughter at defiance ; the impulfes of nature aft 
unreftrained, and the difpofition dares to fliew itfelf 
in its true form, without any difguife of hypocrify, or 
decorations of elegance. Every one indulges the 
full enjoyment of his own choice, and talks and lives 
with no other view than to pleafe himfelf, without 
enquiring how far he deviates from the general prac- 
tice, or confidering others as entitled to any account 
of his fentiroents or aciions. If he builds or demo- 

liflieSj^ 
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li&es, opens or enclofes, deluges or drains, it is not 
bis care what may be the opinion of thofe who are 
{killed in perfpedtive or architefture, it is fufficient 
that he has no landlord to control him, and that none 
has any right to examine in what projefts the lord of 
the manor fpends his own money on his own grounds* 

For this reafon it is not very common to want 
fubjefts for rural converfation. Almoft every man 
is daily doing fomething which produces merriment, 
wonder, or refentment, among his neighbours. This 
utter exemption from reftraint leaves every anomalous 
quality to operate in its full extent, and fuft'ers the 
natural charader to diffufe itfelf to every part of life. 
The prfde which, under the check of publick obfer- 
vation, would have been only vented among fervants 
and domefticks, becomes in a country baronet the 
torment of a province, and inftead of terminating 
in the deftruftion of China ware and glafles, ruins 
tenants, difpoffeffes cottagers, and haraffes villages 
with aftions of trefpafs and bills of indiftment. 

It frequently happens that even without violent 
paffions, or enormous corruption, the freedom and 
laxity of a ruftick life produces remarkable particu- 
larities of conduft or manner. In the province 
where I now refide, we have one lady eminent for 
wearing a gown always of the fame cut and colour ; 
another for Ihaking hands with thofe that vifit her ; 
and a third for unfliaken refolution never to let tea or 
coffee enter her houfe. 

But of all the female , charaders which this place 
affords, I have found none fo worthy of attention as 
fhat of Mrs. Bufyy a widow, who loft her hufband in 
her thirtieth year, and has fmce paffed her time at 

the 
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the nianor^houfe in the government of her children^ 
amd the management of the eftate. ^ 

Mrs. Biify was married at eighteen from a board- 
ing-fchool, where (he had pafled her time like other 
young ladies in needle-work, with a few intervals of 
dancing and reading. When ihe became a bride ihe 
ipent one winter with her huiband in town, where 
having no idea of any converfation beyond the for« 
malities of a vifit, flie found nothing to engage her 
pafQons ; and when (he had been one night at court, 
and two at an opera, and (een the monument, the 
Tombs, and the Tower, (he concluded that London 
had nothing more to (hew, and wondered that when 
women had once feen the world they could not he 
content to (lay at home. She therefore went willingly 
to the ancient feat, and for fome years (ludied houfi^ 
wifery under Mrs* Bu/y*^ mother, with fo much a(& 
duity, that the old lady, when (he died, bequeathed 
her a caudle-cup, a foup-di(h, two beakers, and a 
cheft of table-linen fpun by herfelf. 

}A,u Btjfy (inding the economical qualities of his 
Iddy, reHgned his affairs wholly into her hands, and 
devoted his life to his pointers and his hounds. He 
never vifrted his eftates, but to deftroy the partridges 
or foxes ; and often committed fuch devaftations in 
the rage of pleafure, that fome of his tenants refufed 
to hold their lands at th^ ufual rent. Their landlady 
perfuaded them to be faiisfied, and entreated her huf- 
band to difinifs his dogs, wi^b many exafl calcula- 
tions of the ale drank by his companions, and corn 
confumed by the hprfes, and remonflrances againft 
the infolence of the huntfinan, and the frauds of the 
groom* The huntfman was too necedary to hi« 
4 happinelii 
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happinefs to be difcarded ; and he had ftill continued 
to ravage his own eftate, had he not caught a cold and 
d fever by fliooting mallards in the fens. His fever 
vas followed by a confumption» which in a faw 
inonths brought him to the grave. 

Mrs. Bufy was to9 much an economid to feel 
cither joy or forrow at his death* She- received the 
compliments and confolations of her neighbours iji 
a dark room, out of which (he dole privately every 
night and morning to fee the cows milked ; and af* 
ter a few days declared that (he thought a widow^ 
might employ herfelf better than in nurfing grief; 
and that, for her part, {he was refolved that the 
fortunes of her children fliould not be impaired by 
her negleft. 

She therefore immediately applied herfelf to the 
reformation of abufes. She gave away the dogSy 
difcharged the fervants of the fennel and (table, and 
lent the horfes to the next fair, but rated at fo high 
^ price that they returned unfold. She was refolved 
to have nothing idle about her, and ordered them to 
be employed in common drudgery. They loft their 
fleeknefs and grace, and were foon purchaled at half 
the value. 

She foon difencumbered herfelf from her weeds, 
^nd put on a riding-hood, a coarfe apron, and fliort 
petticoats, and has turned a large manor into a farm, 
of which (he takes the management wholly upon 
herfelf. She rifes before the fun to order the horfes 
to their geers, and fees them well rubbed down at 
their return from work ; (he attends the dairy morn- 
ing and evening, and watches when a calf falls that 
it may be carefully nurfed } (he walks out among 

the 
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the fheep at noon, counts the Iambs, and obferves the 
fences, and, where fhe finds a gap, flops it with a buih 
till it can be better mended* In harveft fhe rides 

. a-field in the waggon, and is very liberal of her ale 
from a wooden bottle. At her leifure hours fhe 

L ^ooks goofe eggs, airs the wool room, and turns the 
cheefe. 

When refpeft or curiofity brings^ vifitants to her 
houfe, fhe entertains them with prognofticks of a 
fcarcity of wheat, or a rot among the fheep, and al- 
ways thinks herfelf privileged to difmifs them, when 
ftie is to fee the hogs fed, or to count her poultry on 
the rood. 

The only things negleSed about her are her child<- 
ren, whom fhe has taught nothing but the lowed 
houfehold duties. In my lafl vifit I met Mifs Bij^j 
carrying grains to a fick cow, and was entertained 
with the accompliihmepts of her eldeft fon, a youth 
of fuch early maturity, that though he is only fix- 
teen, fhe can truft him to fell corn in the market. 
Her younger daughter, who is eminent, for her 
beauty, though fomewhat tanned in making hay, 
was bufy in pouring out ale to the ploughmen, that 
every one might have an equal fhare. 

I could not but look with pity on this young fa- 
mily, doomed by the abfurd prudence of their mother 
to ignorance and meannefs : but when I recommend- 
ed a more elegant education, was anfwered, that fhe 
never faw bookifh or finical people grow rich, and 
that fhe was good for nothing herfelf till flie had forr 
gotten the nicety of the boarding-fchooL 

I am, Yours, ^r. 

BUCOJLUS', 
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Numb. 139. Tuesday, July 16, 1751. 

^^^Sit quod vUJimphx duntaxat et unttm. Ho a. 

Let every piece be (imple and be one, 

T T IS required by Arijlotle to the perfeftion of a 
^ tragedy, and is equally neceffary to every other 
fpecies of regular compofition, that it fhould have a 
beginning, a middle, and an end. ** The begin- 
*' ning," fays he, " is that which hath nothing ne- 
*' ceffarily previous, but to which that which fol- 
.*' lows is naturally confequent; the end, on the con- 
" trary, is that which by neceffity, or at leaft, ac- 
** cording to the common courfe of things, fucceeds 
" fomething elfe, but which implies nothing confe- 
** quent to itfelf j the middle is connefted on one fide 
^* to fomething that naturally goes before, and on the 
*' other to fomething that naturally follows it.'* 

Such is the rule laid down by this great critick, 
for thje difpofition of the different parts of a well 
conftituted fable. It muft begin, where it may be 
made intelligible without Introduflion ; and end, 
where the mind is left in repofe, without expectation 
of any farther event. The intermediate paflages 
muft join the laft effeft to the firft caufe, by a regular 
and unbroken concatenation ; nothing muft be there- 
fore inferted which does not apparently arife from 
fomething foregoing, and properly make way for 
fomething that fucceeds it. 

This 
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This precept is to be underftood in its rigour 
only with refpeft to great and eflential events, and 
cannot be extended m the fame force to minuter cir« 
Cumftances and arbitt^ry decorations, which yet are 
more happy^ as they contribute more to the main de- 
(ign ; for ic is always a proof of ext^ifive thought 
and accurate circumfpedion, to promote various 
^urpofes by the fame aA ; and the idea of an ormu 
ment admits ufe, though it feems to exclude necef« 
fity. 

Whoever purpofes, as it is expreffed by Mlborti 
to huild the Irftj rhymej muft acquaint himfelf witll 
this law of poetical archite&ure^ and take care that 
his edifice be folid as well as beautiful ; that nothing 
ftand fingle or independent, fo as that it may ht 
taken away without injuring the reft y but that from 
the foundation to the pinnacles one part reft fina 
Upon another. 

This regular and confequential diftribution^ \t 
fcmoncj common authors frequently negleftedj but 
the failures of thofe, whofe example can have no in- 
fluence, may be fafely overlooked, nor is it of mticft 
ufe to recal obfcure and unregarded names to xnti 
mory for the fake of fporting with their infamy. But 
if there is any writer whofe geniUs can embelliih 
impropriety, and whofe authority can make erfot 
venerable, his works al-e the proper objefts of critic 
tal inquifitioni To expunge faults where there are 
no excellencies, is a taflc equally ufelefs with that of 
the chemift, who employs the arts of feparation and 
refinement upon ore in which no precious metal it 
teoncained to reward his operations^ 

Thtf 
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The tragedy of Sam/on Agonijies has been cele- 
brated as the fecond work of the great author of 
Paradife Loji^ and oppofed with all the confidence 
of triumph to the dramatick performances of other 
nations. It contains indeed juft fentiments, maxims 
of wifdom, and oracles of piety, and many paiTages 
written with the ancient fpirit of choral poetry, in 
which there is a juft and pleafing mixture of Scneca*s 
moral declamation, with the wild enthufiafm of the 
Greek writers. It is therefore worthy of examina- 
tion, whether a performance thus illuminated with 
genius, and enriched with learning, is compofed ac- 
cording to the indifpenfable laws of Arijiotelian 
criticifm : and, omitting at prefent all other con- 
fideratlons, whether it exhibits a beginning, a middlci 
and an end. 

The beginning is undoubtedly beautiful and pro* 
per, opening with a graceful abruptnefs, and pro. 
ceeding naturally to a mournful recital of fatts necef- 
fary to be known. 

Samfon. A little onward lend thy guiding hand 
To thefe dark fteps, a little farther on \ 
For yonder bank hath choice of furt and (hade ; 
There I am wont to fit when any chance 
Relieves me from my talk of fervile toil. 
Daily in the common prifon elfe enjoined me.— » 
— O wherefore was my birth frcwn heav'n foretold 
Twice by an angel ? — 

*— Why was my breeding orderM and prefcrib'dj 
As of a perfon feparate to God, 
Dcfign'd for great exploits ; if I fnuft die 
BctTay*d, captiv'd, and both my eyes put out ? 
—Whom have I to complain of but myfelf ? 
Who this high gift of ftrength, conunittcd to me, 

u 
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In what part lodg'dj how eafily bereft me, 
' Under the feat of filence could not keep. 
But weakly to a woman muft reveal it« 

His foliloquy is interrupted by a chorus or company 
of men of his own tribe, who condole his miferies, 
extenuate his fault, and conclude with a folemn vin- 
dication of divine juftice. So that at the conclufion 
of the firft aft there- is no defign laid, no difcovery 
made, nor any difpofition formed, towards the fubfe- 
quent event. 

In the fecond aft, Manoah^ the father of Samfon^ 
comes to feek his fon, and, being (hewn him by the 
chorus, breaks out into lamentations of his mifery, 
and coraparifons of his prefent with his former 
ftate, reprefenting to him the ignominy which his 
religion fuflfers, by the feftival this day celebrated in 
. honour of Dagon, to whom the idolaters afcribed his 
overthrow. 

^Thou bear'ft 

Enough, and more, the burthen of that fault ; 
Bitterly haft thou paid and flill art paying 
That rigid fcore. A worfe thing yet remains. 
This day the Fhillftincs a pop'lar fcafl 
Here celebrate in Gaxa ; and proclaim 
Great pomp and facrifice, and praifes loud 
To Dngon^ as their God, who hath delivered 
Thee, Satn/criy bound and blind into their hands. 
Them out of thine, who flcw'ft them many a flain. 

Samfon^ touched with this reproach, makes a re- 
ply equally penitential and pious, which his father 
confiders as the effufion of prophctick confidence. 
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Samfon. Codbcfurc, 

Will not connive or linger thus provok'dy 
But will arife and hi$ great name aflert : 
Dagon muft ftoop, and fliall ere long receive 
Such a difcomfit, as (hall quite defpoil him 
Of all thefe boaftcd trophies won on me. 

Manoah With caufe this hope relieves thee, and thefe 
words 
I as a prophecy receive ; (or God, 
.. jNothing more certain, will not long defer 
To vindicate the glory of his name. 

This part of the dialogue, as it might tend to 
animate or exafperate Samfon^ cannot, I think, be 
cenfured as wholly fuperfluous ; but the fucceedr 
ing difpute, in which Sanson contends to die, and * 
which his father breaks off, that he may go to fo- 
licit his releafe, is only valuable for its own beauties^ 
and has no tendency to introduce any thing that fol« 
lows it. 

The next event of the drama is the arrival of De^ 
lilahy with all her graces, artifices, and allurements. 
This produces a dialogue, in a very high degree ele- 
gant and inftru^ive, from which (he retires, after (he 
has exhaufted her perfuafions, and is no more feen 
nor heard of ; nor has her vifit any effed but that of 
raifing the charafter of Sam/on. 

In the fourth aft enters Harapha,\ the giant oiGathj 
wbofe name had never been mentioned before, and 
who has now no other motive of coming, than to 
iee the man wbofe (Iren^th and anions are fo loudly 
celebrated : 

Voi-V. Ff flari^ 
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Har&ph* -— Much I have heard 

Of thy prodigious might, and feats perform'd 
Incredible to me ; in this difpleasM 
That I was never prefcnt in the place 
Of thofe encounters, where we might have tried 
Each others force in camp or lifted fields : 
And now am come to fee of whom fuch noifc 
Hath wallcM about, and each limb to furvey, 
If thy appearance anfwer loud report. 

Samfon challenges him to the combat ; and, after 
an interchange of reproaches, elevated by repealed 
defiance on one fide, and imbittered by contemp- 
tuous infults on the other, Harapha retires ; we then 
hear it determined, by Samfon and the chorus, that 
no confequence good or bad will proceed from their 
interview : 

Chorus. He will direftly to the lords, I fear, 
And with malicious counfel ftir them up 
Some way or other farther to afflift thee. 

Sarrf. He muft allege fome caufe, and oflFer'd fight 
Will not dare mention, left a queftion rife, 
"Whether he durft accept the offer or not ; 
And that he durft not, plain enough appeared. 

At laft, in the fifth aft, appears a meffenger 
from the lords afllmbled at the feftival of Dagotty 
with a fummons by which Samfon is required to 
come and entertain them with fome proof of his 
ftrength. Samfon^ after a fhort expoftulation, dif- 
miffes him with a firm and refolute refufal; but 
during the abfence of the n^enger, having a while 
defended the propriety of bis conduft, he at laft de- 
clares 
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clares himfelf moved by a fecret impulfe to comply, 
and utters fonle dark prefages of a great event to be 
brought to pafs by his agency, under the direftion 
of Providence : 

. Samf. Be of good courage ; I begin to feel 
Some rouiing motions in me, which difpofe 
To fomething extraordinary my thoughts. 
I with this meflenger will go along, 
Nothing to do, be fiirc, that niay difhonoUr 
Our law, or ftain my vow of Nazarite. 
If there be ought of prefage in the mind. 
This day will be remarkable in my life 
By fome great aft, or of my days the laft* 

While Sam/on is conduced ofF by the meflenger, 
his father returns with hopes of fuccefs in his folicic- 
ation, upon which he confers with the chorus till 
their dialogue is interrupted, firft by a fholit of 
triumphj and afterwards by fcfeams of horror and 
agony. As they ftand deliberating where they (hall 
be fecure, a nian who had been prefent at the fhow 
enters, and relates hdw Sam/on^ having prevailed on 
his giiide to fufFer hini to lean againft the main pil- 
lars of the theatrical edifice, tore down the roof upon 
the fpedators and himfelf: 

' ^Thbfe two mafly pillars, 

. With horrible confufion to and fro, 

He tugg'd, he (hook, till down they came, and drew 

The whole roof after them, with burft of thunder. 

Upon the heads of all who fat beneath 

. Samfon with thefe immixt, inevitably 

PuUM down the fame deftruftion on himfelf. 

Ffa ^hia 
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Thts is undoubtedly A juft and regnhr cataftrophe^ 
and rtie poem, therefore, has a beginning and an end 
which Arifiotle himfelf could not have difapproved { 
but it muft be allowed to want a middle, fince no* 
thing paflfes between the firft aft and the laft, that 
either haftens or delays the death of Samfon. The 
whole drama, if ics fuperfluities were cut off, wtmld 
fcarcely fill a fingle aft ; yet this is the tragedy which 
ignorance has admired, and bigotry applauded. 



Numb. 140. Saturday, July 20, 1751. 

^is tarn IjMa&fautor Inepu efiy 

Vt non hocfaieatur. HOR. 

WHat doating bigot, to his faults fo blind^ 
As not to grant me this, can Milton find? 

T T is common, fays Bacoriy to defire the end with^ 
^ out enduring the means. Every member of 
fociety feels and acknowledges the neceffity of d^ 
te£ling Climes, yet fcarce any degree of virtue or re* 
putation is able to fecure an informer from publici: 
hatred. The learned world has always admitted 
the ufefulnefs of critical difqu^tions^ yet he that 
attempts to (hew, however modeftly, the iaihires of 
a celebrated writer, (hall furely irritate his admirers, 
and incur the imputation of envy, captiou&ds, and 
malignity. 

With this danger full in my view, I (hall proceed 
to examine the fentiments Q{Milton\ tragedy, which, 

though 
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though much le& liable to cemfure than, the di^(x>li- 
tion of his plan, are^ like thofe of other writers^ 
fometimes expofed to juft exceptions for \yaiit of 
care, or want of difcemment* 

Sentiments are proper and improper as they confift 
more or lefs with the charader and ctrcumftances of 
the perfon to whom they are attributed, with the 
rules of the contpofltion in which they are found, or 
with the fettled and unalterable nature of things. 

It is common among the tr^gick poets to iotrq- 
duce their perfons alluding to events or opinions, qf 
which they could not poffibly have any knowledge. 
The barbarians of remote or newly difcovered 
regions often difplay their fHitl in European learning* 
The god of love is mentioned in Tamerlane with all 
the familiarity of a Roman epigrammatifl: ; and a 
late writer has put Harvey's dodrine of the circula- 
tion of the blood into the mouth of a Turkijh ftatef- 
man, who lived near two centuries before it was 
known even to phjlofophers or anatomifts. 

Milton*% learning, which acquainted him .with the 
manners of the ancient eadern nations, and his in- 
vention, which required no affiftance from the com- 
mon cant of poetry, have preferved him from ire- 
quent outrages of local or chronological propriety. 
Yet he has mentioned Chalybean Steely of which it is 
not very likely that his chorus (hould have heard, 
and has made Alp the general name of a moun- 
tain, in a region where the Alps could fcarcely be 
known: 

No medicinal liquor can ;ifluage, 

Nor breath of cooling air from fnowy Alp. 

Ff3 He 
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He has tautht Sam/on the tales of Circe, and the S/- 
rensy at which he apparently hints in his colloquy 
yfith Delilab : 

I know thy trains, 
Tho- dearly to my coft, thy gins and toils j 
Thy fair enchanted cup, and warbling charms 
No more on me have pow'r. 

But the groffeft error of this kind is the folemn 
introdtfftibh of the Phoenix in the laft fcene ; whicl^ 
is faulty, not only as it is incongruous to the per- 
fonage to whom it is afcribed, but as it is fo evi- 
dently contrary to realbn and nature, that it ought 
never to be mentioned but as a fable in any feriou§ 
jpoem: 

V irtue giv'n for loft, 
Dcptcft, and overthrown, as feem'd 
Like that felf-begotten bird 
In the Arabian woods embpft 
That no fecond knows, nor third, , 

And lay ere while a holocauft \ 
From out our afhy womb now teem'd 
Revives, reflouriflies, then vigorous moft 
When moft unaftive deem'd. 
And tho* her body die, her fame furvives, 
A fecular bird ages oi lives. 

Another fpecies of impropijety is the unfuit- 

ablenefs of thoughts to the general charafter of the 

poem. The feriouTnefs and folemnity of tragedy 

neceffarily rejefts all pointed or epigrammatical ex- 

preflions, all remote conceits and oppofition of 

ideas. Sam/on*^ complaint is therefore too elaborate 

to be natural : 

• As 
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As in the land of darknefs, yet in light, 

Tp live a life half dead, a living death, 

And bury'd ; but O yet more mifcrable I 

Myfelf my fepulchre, a moving grave ! 

Bury'd, yet not exempt, 

By privilege of death and burial. 

From worft of oflier cyilg, pains and wrongs. 

All allufions to low and trivial obje^s, with whicif 
.pontempt is ufually aiTociated, are doubtlefs un- 
fuitable to a fpecies of compofition which ought to 
be always awful though not ' always magnificent. 
iTie remark therefore of the chorus on good and bad 
news feems to want elevation : 

Manoah. A little ftay will bring fome notice hither. 

Char. Of good ox, bad fo great, of bad the fooner^ 
For evil news ridts pofty while good news baits. 

But of all nieannef^ that has leaft to plead which 
|s prodi^ced by mere verbal conceits, which depend- 
ing only upon foun4s, lofe their exiftence by the 
change of ^ fyllable. Of this kind is the foUowmg 
dialogue ; 

Chor. But bad we beft retire ? I fee zjiorm. 

Sam/. Fair days have oft contraded wind and rain. 

Char, But this another, kind pf tempeft brings. 

Sam/. Be lefs abftrufe, my riddling days are paft. 

Chor. Look now for no enchanting voice, nor fear 
The bait of hohied words 5 a rougher tongue 
Draws hitherward, I know him by his ftridc. 
The giant Harapha. 

And 
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And yet veuxtt defpcable are the fines in idudi Ma^ 
mab^s paternal kindiieis ie commended by the chorus : 

Fathers are wont to lay up for their fons. 
Thou for thy fon are bent to l^ out zH ; — — 

Sam/on^s complaint of the mconveniencies of im« 
prifonment is not wholly without verbal quaintnefs : 

I a prifoner duiinM fcarce freely draw 
The air imprifon'd aHb» clofe wd dainp« 

From the fentiments we may properly defcend xp 
the confideration of the language, which, in imkac 
tion of the andentSj is through the whole dialogue 
remarkably fimple and unadorned, feldom heightened 
by epithets, or varied by figures; yet fometimes 
metaphors find admiflion, even where their confift- 
ency is not accurately preferved. Thus Sam/on con- 
founds loquacity with a fhipwreck : 

How could I once look up, or heave the headj 
Who, like a fooHfli pilots hzvtJhipwrecVd 
My veffid tnifted to me from above, 
Gloriouily rig^ds and for a word, a tear. 
Fool, have divul^d the ffcret gift of God 
To a deceitful woman ? 

And the chorus talks of adding fuel to flame in a 
report, 

He's gone, and who knows how he may report 
Thy words, by adding Jhel to th$fiame f 

The verfification is in the dialogue much more 

fmooth and harmonious than in the parts allotted to 

the chorus, which are often i<> harih and diiTonant, 

as fcarce to preferve, whether ihe lines tpd with 

14 or 
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or without rhymcB) any appearance of metrical re- 
gularity : 

Or do my eyes mifreprefent ? Can this be he^ 

That heroickj that rcnownM^ 

Irrefiftible Satnfan ; whom unarm'd 

No ftrength of man, or fierceft wild beaft, couM Withftaoid \ 

Who tore the lion, as the lion tears the kid ? 

Skice I have thus pointed out the fauks of Mikon^ 
critical i&tegrity requires that I fliould endeavour 
to difphiy his excellencies, thoi^ they will not 
eafily be difcovered in fhort quotations, becaufe they 
ccMifift in the juftneTs of difFufe reafiDiumgs, or in the 
contexture and method of continoed dialogues ; this 
play having none of thofe defcriptions, fioiiles, or 
fplendid fentences, with which other tragedies are fo 
laviihly adorned. 

Yet fome palTages may be felefted which feem to 
deferve particular notice, either as containing ieati- 
ments of paffion, reprefentations of life, precepts of 
condu£i, or fallies of imagination* It is not esify to 
give a ftronger reprefentation of the wearinefs of de- 
fpondency, than in the words of Samfm to hts father : 

^I feel my genial fpirits droop. 

My hopes all flat; nature within me feems 
In all her fun£llons weary of herfelf ; 
My race of glory run, and 'race of fliame ; 
And I (hall (hortly be with them that reft* 

The reply of Samfon to the flattering DeUyh affords 
« juft and fbildng defcription of the ftratagems and 
allurements of £e(nrimne hypocrify : 

« Thefe are thy wonted arts. 
And arts x)f every woman falfe Kke thee, 
TolyresicuUfaithy all vows, deceive, betray, 

Then 
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Then a$ repentant to fubmit, befeech. 

And reconcilement move with feign'd remorfe, 

Confefs and promife wonders in her change ; 

Not truly peniteAt', but chrcf to try 

Her hufbandy how far urg'd his patience bears. 

His virtue or weakrtefs which way to aiTail : 

Then with mor^ cautious and inftru£led fkill 

Again traxlfgrefles, and again fubmits. 

When Sam/on has f efufed to make hiitiTelf a fpec- 
tacle at the feaft of Dagon^ he firft juftifies his beJ 
haviour to the chorus, who charj^e him with having 
ferved the F/MJiines, by a very juft diilinftion; and 
then dcftroys the common excufe of cowardice and 
fervility, which always confound temptation withf 
complufion : 

Chor. Yet with thy ftrcngth thou ferv'ft die Philiftines^ 
Samf. Not in their idol worftiip, but by labour 

Honeft and lawful to defcrve my food 

Of thofe who have me in their civil power. 

Chor. Where the heart joins not, outward aSs defile not. 
• Sam/. Where outward force conftrains, the fentcncc 
holds, 

But who conftrains me to the temple of Dagon^ 

Not dragging ? The Philj/lifie^loTds command. 

Commands are no conflraints. If I obey them^ 

I do it freely, vent'ring to difpleafe 

G©d for the fear of man, and man prefer. 

Set God behind. 

The t:omplaint of blindnefs which Sam/on pours 
out at t&e beginning of the tragedy is equally ad* 
dreffed to the paflions and the :fimcy. The enume* 
ration of his miferies is fucceeded by a very pleafing 
traia of poetical images, and concluded by fuch ex« 

pofiuhdons 
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poftulatioas and wifhes, as reafon too oftea fubmlts 
to learn from defpair : 

O firft created beam, and thou great word 
Let there be light, and light was over all ; 
Why am I thus bereaved thy prime decree ? 
The fun to me is dark. 
And filent as the moon. 
When (he deferts the night. 
Hid in her vacant interlunar cave. 
Since light fo neceflary is to life. 
And almoft life itfelf ; if it be true. 
That light is in the foul. 
She all in ev'ry part ; why was the fight 
To fuch a tender ball as the eye confined 
So obvious and fo eafy to be quenchM, 
And not, as feeling, thro' all parts diffus'd. 
That flie may look at will thro* ev'ry pore ? 

Such are the faults and fuch the beauties of Sani" 
fort Agomftesy which I have (hewn with no other pur- 
pofe than to promote the knowledge of true criticifm. 
The everlafting verdure of Milton*s laurels has no- 
thing to bear from the blafts of malignity ; nor can 
my attempt produce any other effeft, than to 
firengthen their (hoots by lopping their luxuriance. 



END OF THE FIFTH VOLUMI. 
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